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ABIDANCE 

Abidance is an approximate translation of the word "Iltizam" which has several 

other meanings, among which are: embracement, commitment, obligation, 

endurance and persistence.  Perhaps the first idea that comes to one's mind when 

talking about abidance is the abidance of a person, a Muslim, by all the teachings of 

Islam in all aspects of his life so that Islam becomes the exclusive source from which 

he derives all his concepts, behavior and judgement under any circumstances. 

The Islamic Jama'ah, being an organized movement that has a specific goal which is 

the attainment of the good pleasure of Allah (SWT) and the establishment of His 

Shari'ah in the earth, has certain criteria with which it evaluates its members; these 

criteria include: obedience, organization, activity, seriousness, etc. A person who 

does not fulfill these criteria, no matter how pious he/she  is, cannot be accepted as 

a member of the Jama'ah; he still is, however, one that the members of the Jama'ah 

love for the good qualities he/she possesses as a Muslim; they pray for him and ask 

him to pray for them.  Above all, he/she is their brother/sister by virtue of being a 

Muslim, "Believers are nothing else than brothers" (49:10) 

The more a member fulfils the criteria of the Jama'ah, the more esteemed he is in its 

sight. 

SOME FORMS OF ILTIZAM (ABIDANCE) 

1. Work in an organized Da'wah: 

This is a requisite for a successful movement of any kind, and it implies the existence 

of a leadership and followers. This leadership should be obeyed, except in the 

displeasure of Allah, in order to maintain unity and achieve the Da'wah's goals in the 

most efficient way. 

2. Abidance by responsibility: 

Feeling committed toward implementing the commands of the Da'wah's leadership is 

one of the most important attributes of a Da'iah who is seeking the pleasure of Allah.  

As an example, we may briefly describe what Abbad ibn Bishr, may Allah be pleased 

with him, did in the battle of That Ar-Riqa'. Imam Ahmad and others report that 

when the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions were returning from That Ar-Riqa', the 

Prophet (PBUH) ordered a man from the Muhajereen and another from the Ansar to 

guard the group at night. The Ansari, Abbad ibn Bishr, agreed to stay up for the first 

half of the night. After the Muhajer fell asleep, the Ansari started offering night 

prayer. While praying, he was struck by an arrow; he pulled it off and continued 

praying; then he was hit by another arrow; again, he pulled it off and kept on 
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praying; when he was hit by the third arrow, he awakened his companion and said "I 

have been shot!"; the Muhajer, Ammar ibn Yasser, said "Why didn't you wake me up 

from the first time?", he answered "I was reciting a Surah and wanted to finish 

it! And by Allah, if it had not been for my fear of being negligent on a duty 

that the Apostle of Allah has put me in charge of, I would have kept on 

reciting until I died or finished my prayer!” It was not the excessive pain or the 

approach of death that made him interrupt his Salah, but his appreciation of the 

responsibility he was bearing and his fear that, due to his `negligence', Muslims 

might be harmed. 

3. Organization: 

A precise plan is indispensable for the optimal utilization of individual efforts in order 

to achieve the Da'wah's goals; in the absence of such a plan, a great deal of time 

and effort is wasted and the possibility of success diminishes considerably. A Da'iah 

should adhere to the plan adopted by the leaders of the Da'wah. Furthermore, a 

Da'iah should be organized in all his aspects of life; he should be able to manage his 

time in the most efficient way that helps him achieve maximal productivity with 

minimal waste. For a Da'iah, time is life and is the only capital he is investing in his 

trade with Allah (SWT); he should always make sure that he is today better than he 

was yesterday and make sure that tomorrow he will be better than he is today; this 

is the criterion that one should use to assess the efficiency of his time-management 

technique. A Muslim brother should also plan for himself in order to give every area 

of his interest what it deserves in terms of time and effort; he should allot certain 

periods of time for his family, his work or study, his acts of worship, and the major 

portion of his time to his Da'wah. 

4. Persistence in Worship: 

In this context, the word `worship' is confined to the ritual acts, such as Salah, 

charity, fasting and supplication.  The Prophet (PBUH) said in the Hadith reported by 

Bukhari "The best deeds in the sight of Allah are those which are continuous, 

even if they are limited".  This means, for example, that it is better for one to 

commit oneself to recite one part (Juz') of the Qur'an daily and to keep on doing so, 

than to intend to finish reciting the whole Qur'an every week and then, after a week 

or two, get tired and stop reciting altogether.  The Prophet (PBUH) also said to 

Abdullah ibn Amr, may Allah be pleased with both of them, "O Abdullah, do not be 

like so-and-so; he used to offer night Salah and then he stopped".   
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5. Adherence to the Sunnah: 

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an, "And whatsoever the Apostle gives you, take it 

and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain from it” (49:7), "Indeed in the 

Apostle of Allah you have a good example to follow" (33:21) 

Based on the above, and several other Ayahs, following the guidance of the Prophet 

(PBUH) is mandatory and is not, as some think, an optional matter. Every Muslim 

must take the Prophet (PBUH) as his example in every aspect of life.  And for a 

Da'iah, it is critical, along with calling the people to follow the Prophet's guidance, 

that he adhere to that guidance in order to avoid falling into contradiction between 

words and deeds, which is most detrimental to the Da'wah and the Da'iah. 

6. Giving Good Example: 

A Da'iahs behavior should be in complete harmony with what he summons others to.  

Malek ibn Deenar said "If a scholar does not practice what he preaches, his words 

slip off the hearts of his audience in the same way a drop of water slips off a glazed 

rock". 

7. Adherence to Taqwa: 

A Da'iah should always be mindful of Allah (SWT); he should be extremely cautious 

not to commit Haram, and when he is not sure whether something is Haram or Halal, 

he should avoid it, complying with the Hadith of the Prophet (PBUH) "Stay away 

from that which you suspect, (and adhere) to that which you do not 

suspect".  

8. Good Manners: 

The manners of a Da'iah should be a practical application of the Islamic teachings.  A 

Da'iah should always evaluate his manners using the criteria mentioned in the Qur'an 

and the Sunnah, strengthening any good qualities he has and acquiring those which 

he finds himself lacking. 

9. Reading and Education: 

The world we live in has become extremely complicated in terms of ideologies and 

political and economic systems.  This necessitates that a Da'iah should devote some 

of his time to read about these systems in order to be able to discuss them and 

suggest solutions for the existing problems from an Islamic viewpoint. 

Iltizam (Abidance) in our Da'wah: 

A Muslim brother/sister, in order to be considered as an abiding or `Multazim’, 

should: 

1. Know, and act in accordance with, his/her position in the Jama'ah. 
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2. Adhere to the policies and methods adopted by the Jama'ah. 

3. Attend all meetings, both organizational and educational. 

4. Pay his/her monthly commitment. 

5. Obey his/her leader, except in the displeasure of Allah. 

6. Adhere to the decisions of the Jama'ah's leadership, even when they 

contradict his/her personal opinion. 

Means of Attaining Abidance: 

1. Deep understanding of the correct methods of Islamic work, by reading with 

contemplation the main sources of Da'wah. 

2. Mindfulness of Allah, which is the only way to obtain the criterion which 

determines truth and falsehood; Allah says, "O you who believe, if you 

obey and fear Allah, He will grant you a criterion (to judge between 

right and wrong)” (8:29) 

3. Seeking help exclusively from Allah and recognizing one's helplessness.  Ibn 

Taymiyah, when having trouble understanding something, went out to the 

desert, put his cheek on the ground and said "O You who taught Ibrahim, 

teach me. O You, who made Suliman understand, make me understand". 

Purifying one’s heart from hypocrisy and dissimulation (Riya'); and this could be 

accomplished by sincerity to Allah (SWT) and asking Him only for reward.  This is not 

an easy task and requires constant watch of the Da'iah over himself since self-

admiration is one of the major pathways of Satan into one's heart. 
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HUMBLENESS 

Definition: 

To be humble is to submit to truth, follow it and accept it from any source. 

Dignity of a Muslim can only be achieved through humbleness, never through 

arrogance and pride.  A scholar once said to his son: "O my son! Seek honor through 

humbleness, dignity through Deen and forgiveness from Allah by forgiving others".  

So a person could be described as humble when he derives dignity solely from his 

belief in Allah (SWT), and not out of riches, strength, expertise or social standing.  A 

believer remembers that he could not have achieved anything if it had not been for 

the help of Allah.  He also remembers that no matter how powerful he becomes, his 

power is nothing if compared to Allah's.   

Allah says: "And He is the Irresistible, above His slaves” (6:18) 

A Muslim also realizes that he could never escape from Allah or go out of His 

dominion: "O Assembly of Jinns and mankind! If you have power to pass 

beyond the Zones of the heavens and the earth, then pass (them) but you 

will never be able to pass them except with authority (from Allah)" (55:33) 

He also realizes his need to Allah (SWT) in everything, "And Allah is The Rich, and 

you are poor" (46:38) 

With all that in cognizance, a believer is never arrogant or haughty, instead, he is as 

Allah (SWT) describes: "And the slaves of the Most Beneficent (Ar-Rahman) 

are those who walk on the earth in humility, and when the foolish address 

them (with bad words) they say: `Peace (be on you)!'" (25:63), "O you who 

believe! Whoever from among you turns back from his Deen, Allah will bring 

a people whom He will love and they love Him, - humble towards the 

believers, stern toward the disbelievers" (5:54) 

Ibn Mas'ud relates that the Prophet (PBUH) said: "He will not enter Jannah in 

whose heart is even a grain-weight of pride" (Muslim). The Prophet (PBUH) also 

made the glad tidings to the humble and modest that they will be protected from 

Hell fire.   

Outcome Of Humbleness: 

A humble believer: 

1. accepts everything that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) has been sent with and 

never   refutes any command or belief for reason of his not understanding the 

wisdom behind it; he realizes that it is because of his imperfection that he did 

not understand, 
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2. Accepts apology from his/her Muslim brothers/sisters, and 

3. is willing to give up his opinion if it has been shown not to be right. 

Kibr (Pride): 

Defining pride, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "Pride is rejecting the truth and 

belittling others" (Muslim).   

Warning us against pride, the Prophet (PBUH) said: "He shall not enter Jannah in 

whose heart is even a grain-weight of Kibr (pride)".  Both Adam (PBUH) and 

Iblis disobeyed Allah (SWT); however, Allah forgave Adam and did not forgive Iblis 

but expelled him out of His Mercy.  This clearly illustrates the difference between one 

who sins out of desire and weakness (Adam) then repents to Allah (SWT), and one 

who disobeys Allah (SWT) out of his arrogance and does not repent.  The result of 

the former conduct is forgiveness, while the latter brings about wrath and curse from 

Allah (SWT). 

Arrogance originates in one's heart and is reflected in his behavior.  An arrogant 

person cannot control himself in anger, does not accept advice, does not admit his 

faults, and keeps belittling others and saying gossip about them.  An arrogant person 

may even know the truth but fails to follow it because of his pride.  Allah (SWT) tells 

us in the Qur'an that Pharaoh and his people knew that Moses (PBUH) was the 

Messenger of Allah but they did not follow him out of their pride: "And they denied 

them (Our Signs) wrongfully and arrogantly, though their souls were 

convinced thereof" (27:14), "They said: `Shall we believe in two men like 

ourselves, and their people are serving us with humility" (23:47) 

Such has always been the way of arrogant people; they deny the truth because they 

do not want to follow those whom, they believe, are inferior to them.  The rich 

among the people of Nuh (PBUH) told him that he should push away his poor 

followers so that the rich might follow him.  The leaders of Quraish also asked 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to repel his followers because they could not be in one 

group with such people of low social status as Bilal, Khabbab, Ammar, and Suhaib, 

may Allah be pleased with them all.  In response to their request, Allah (SWT) 

revealed: "And keep yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord 

morning and evening seeking His Face, and let not your eyes overlook them, 

desiring the pomp and glitter of the life of this world, and obey not him 

whose heart We have made heedless of Our Remembrance, one who follows 

his own lusts and whose affair (deeds) has been lost" (18:28)  
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Humbleness could easily be seen in a person's behavior; the following are some of 

the manifestations of humbleness:  A humble person: 

1. Does not seek preeminence above his brothers who are equal to him, 

2. Respects knowledgeable people (scholars) 

3. stands up to greet common people and receives them with a smile on his 

face, 

4. Treats those who are of a lower status than he is kindly and help them as 

much as he can, 

5. keeps company with the poor and the handicapped, visit them and does not 

reject their invitation, and 

6. Does not spend much money on luxury (food, drinks, clothes, etc.). 

Humbleness Of The Apostle (PBUH): 

Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, was asked what Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

had used to do when he had been home, she said: "He used to help his house-

folk in their domestic chores, and when the time came for Salah, he left to 

Salah". (Bukhari) 

When Anas, May Allah be pleased with him, passed by a group of children, he said 

Salaam to them and said: "The Prophet (PBUH) used to do this" (Bukhari). 

One day a man stood before the Prophet (PBUH) and started trembling; the Prophet 

said: "Take it easy, I am not a king, I am but the son of a woman from 

Quraish who ate jerked meat" (Ibn Majah). 

Abu Said Al-Khudri once advised a friend of his saying: "Do what the Prophet (PBUH) 

used to do. He used to feed the animals, tie the camel, mop the house, milk the 

goat, repair his shoes, patch his clothes, eat with his servant and help him grind the 

grains if the he was tired. He bought his own needs from the market and did not feel 

ashamed to carry what he had bought himself. He walked to his house, shaking 

hands with the rich and the poor, the old and the young, and start saying Salaam to 

every Muslim he runs into, whether young or old, black or red, free or slave".  

Prophet Muhammad, as his companions describe him, was the most generous, 

merciful and receptive.  He visited the ill, followed funerals, answers the invitation of 

the poorest slave, and rode a donkey. 

Examples Of Humbleness: 

Once Umar was seen carrying a bag of water on his shoulder in the market, Urwah 

said to him: "You should not be doing this!”  Umar said: "When the delegations came 
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to me giving their pledge of allegiance, I felt a little pride crawling into my heart, so I 

decided to humiliate myself". 

Once vice-Khalifah during the reign of Marwan ibn Al-Hakam, Abu Hurairah was seen 

in the market carrying a bundle of firewood on his shoulder and saying to people: 

"Give way to you Ameer!" 

When Umar ibn Abdel-Aziz was sitting with a guest, the lamp almost went off. The 

guest asked: "May I fix the lamp". "No", said Umar "It is not an act of good 

hospitality to let the guest serve his host".  The guest said: "Then may I wake up the 

servant".  Umar answered: "He just fell asleep so do not wake him up".  Then Umar 

stood up and fixed the lamp.  The guest said: "O Amir-ul-Mu'mineen, you fixed it 

yourself!?".  Umar said: "I stood up as Umar and sat back down as Umar and lost 

nothing. The best man in the sight of Allah is the humble". 

Umar ibn Abdel-Aziz was once informed that his son had bought a ring for a 

thousand Dirhams. He wrote to him saying: "I have been informed that you bought a 

ring for a thousand Dirhams.   

Once you receive this letter, sell the ring and feed a thousand people with its price; 

buy a iron ring for two Dirhams and have written on it: `May Allah have mercy on 

him who knows his position'". 

The Outcome Of Pride: 

The first punishment an arrogant person gets is that his heart is unable to receive 

and accept the truth: "I shall turn away from My Signs those who behave 

arrogantly on the earth in a wrongful manner, and even if they see all the 

Signs, they will not believe in them; and if they see the way of 

righteousness, they will not adopt it as the way but if they see the way of 

error, they adopt it as the way" (7:146), "Thus does Allah seal up every 

arrogant, tyrant heart" (40:35) 

Therefore, the arrogant people have always been the most reluctant to accept the 

messages of all the Prophets:  About Thamud, Allah (SWT) says: "The leaders of 

those who were arrogant among his people said to those who were weak, to 

such of them as believed, `Do you know that Saleh is one sent from his 

Lord?'  They said: `We indeed believe in that with which he has been sent.'  

Those who were arrogant said: `Verily we reject that which you believe in'" 

(7:75-6) 
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Second, Allah (SWT) has promised the arrogant that they shall enter Hell: "Verily 

those who scorn My worship they will surely enter Hell in humiliation" 

(49:60), "Is there not in Hell an abode for the arrogant" (39:60) 

Allah (SWT) has made His Jannah only for the righteous and humble: "That Home 

of the Hereafter, We shall assign to those who rebel not against the Truth 

with pride in the earth nor do mischief by committing crimes." (28:83) 

What Produces Arrogance: 

A Pride result from one’s admiring himself; he may admire his wealth, nobility, social 

standing, position, etc.   

An arrogant person perceives the bounty but fails to remember the One who 

bestowed them on him. 

Degrees Of Pride: 

1. A person may feel that he is better than others, but at the same time tries to 

hide his feeling and behave modestly. 

2. A person may behave arrogantly without explicitly saying that he sees himself 

above others, e.g., a knowledgeable man walking in a proud gait. 

3. The worst of all is when someone declares his pride by praising himself or his 

descent. 

Signs Of Pride: 

1. An arrogant person feels satisfied when others stand up for him and ask him 

to sit in their place.  Anas said: The companions did not love anyone more 

than they loved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), yet when they saw him they did 

not stand up because they knew he did not like being stood up for". 

2. A proud person always likes it when someone is walking behind him. 

3. He does not visit others. 

4. He abhors anyone's sitting next to him or walking beside him.  Anas said: "It 

happened sometimes that a maid would take the Prophet's hand and he 

would walk along with her wherever she wished." 

5. An arrogant man does not help his house-folk in domestic jobs. 

6. He refuses to carry his own belongings after buying them from the market, 

Ways To Treat Pride And Acquire Humbleness: 

1. To know oneself and One's Lord.  It is Allah alone that deserves to be 

described as Al-Mutakabbir (The Supreme). Man has been created from a 

drop of fluid that came out the same way as urine comes out, then, with 
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Allah's leave, he developed in his mother's womb, then born, and will 

eventually die and become food for worms. 

2. To realize that all the qualities and gifts he has are from Allah, and if Allah 

(SWT) willed to deprive him of all those bounties, nothing would stop Him.  

The one who admires his knowledge should remember the Ayahs: "But over 

all endued with knowledge is the One, The All-Knowing" (12:76) 

 He who admires his worship should realize that there is no guarantee that his 

worship has been accepted by Allah and remember the Ayahs: "Therefore 

justify not yourselves; He knows best who is righteous" (53:32) 

The Need Of Da'iah For Humbleness: 

A caller to Allah (Da'iah) needs humbleness more than anyone else. For the sake of 

his Da'wah, he spends most of his time with people; talking with them and calling 

them to Allah.  It is human nature that people reject whatever an arrogant person 

says, even if it is the truth. Haughtiness of a Da'iah may lead to rejection of the 

Truth; and once rejected, it may not be accepted again even from a humble person.  

A Da'iah should therefore fear Allah (SWT) and be careful not to say or do anything 

that might indicate any form of arrogance, such as talking about his effort and 

achievements in Da'wah.  A Da'iah should mention Allah's bounties and grace on him 

and his audience.  Once people know that he is a humble person, they love him and 

start accepting his Da'wah and open their hearts to receive what he is preaching to 

them. 

One very important form of modesty that is sometimes forgotten is the obedience of 

a Da'iah to whomever Allah (SWT) has commanded him to obey, such as his leaders 

and educator.  He should not open a door to pride into his heart and try to avoid 

obeying and carrying out commands for such Satan-whispered reasons as 

incompetence of his leader, his superiority above his educator, etc. A Da'iah should 

remember that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) appointed Usamah ibn Zaid as a 

commander for an army in which great companions such as Umar ibn Al-Khattab 

served as soldiers. 

A true Da'iah should increase in humbleness and humility to Allah (SWT) whenever 

he achieves a new victory. He should remember that when the Prophet (PBUH) 

entered Makkah in victory, he was so humble to Allah that he bowed his head in 

humility and thankfulness.  
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Conclusion: 

Dear brothers and sisters, now you have seen the two opposite kinds of conduct, 

pride and humbleness, which one would you, choose as your way in life and Da'wah?  

Which of the two will bring about good in this life and in the Hereafter?  Which makes 

us come closer to Allah and to the hearts of His servants?   

There is no doubt that it is humbleness that we should choose and adopt.  This is the 

way Allah (SWT) has commanded His Apostle to behave.  Should we then reject one 

of the manners of the Prophet (PBUH)?  Should we reject his Sunnah?  Of course 

not!  If we did, we would suffer great loss in this life and in the Hereafter.  On the 

other hand, if we followed such conduct, Allah (SWT) will guide us in this life and 

grant us His Mercy in the Hereafter.   

By humbleness, we can reach to the hearts of people so that they may listen to us 

and follow our Da'wah, and we will become leaders for the righteous.   

We ask Allah (SWT) that He may grant us guidance and success to our Da'wah, 

Ameen. 
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 COURAGE 

Imam Ibn El Qayyem, may Allah have mercy on him, describes courage saying 

"Courage comes from the heart, being stable at the time of fear".  Shaikh Al Islam 

Ibn Taimiyah said "Courage is not the physical strength of the body; a man may be 

strong but cowardly.  Rather, courage is the strength that one has in his heart.  In a 

battle, victory is brought about by both strength of the body and courage of the 

heart".  Courage should not be confused, however, with thoughtless rashness.  

Courage is a result of appreciation of the current circumstances and wise choice 

between alternatives.  Rashness, on the other hand, is merely a thoughtless reaction 

that may, in many cases, bring about more harm than good.  In general, the more 

rash a person is, the more likely he is to lose control over himself and give up when 

matters get really serious. 

Imam Al-Banna warns those rash people saying "Listen to me! I say it to you loud 

and clear in your gathering: Every step in your way has been very carefully studied 

and its bounds have been precisely determined, and I will by no means deviate from 

this way which I firmly believe is the safest and most efficient way.  I realize that it 

may be a long way, but we have no alternative.  Courage and manliness can only be 

proved through patience, steadfastness, seriousness and persistent work.  I will not 

agree with anyone among you who wants to pick a fruit before it has ripened or cut a 

flower before its season comes.  It is better for such a person to go and look for 

another jama'a.  And whosoever persists with me until the seed germinates, the tree 

grows and the fruit ripens, will receive his reward from Allah.  And it is one of two 

things: victory and mastery, or martyrdom and eternal happiness." 

Warning Against Cowardice: 

A person can never be a true believer and a coward at the same time.  Many Ayahs 

in the Qur'an warn us against this condemned behavior.  In Surat-ul-Anfal, Allah 

(SWT) says what could be translated as: "And whoso on that day turns his back 

to them, unless maneuvering for battle or intent to join a company, he truly 

has incurred wrath from Allah, and his habitation will be hell, a hapless 

journey's end".  

Describing the hypocrites, Allah says in Surat-ul-Tawbah: "If they could find a 

place to flee to, or caves, or a place of concealment, they would turn 

straight away thereto with an obstinate rush" (8:15-16) 
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And in Surah Muhammad: "But when a decisive Surah is revealed and fighting 

is mentioned therein, you will see those in whose hearts is disease looking 

at you with the look of one fainting to death". (47:20) 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) has taught us to say "I seek refuge in Allah from 

cowardice and stinginess" (Bukhari & Muslim).  He combines these two properties 

in one sentence because they are closely related.   

Stinginess is the reluctance to sacrifice one's wealth in the cause of Allah, while 

cowardice prevents a person from sacrificing his soul. 

Types of Courage: 

1. Courage in the battlefield. 

2. Courage in telling the truth and giving advice, even to a tyrant. The Prophet 

(PBUH) said:"The best of all martyrs are Hamzah ibn Abdel Muttaleb 

and a man who stood before an unjust leader, commanding him to do 

right and avoid evil, so the leader killed him". (Al Hakim) 

Means for Producing Courage: 

Courage may be acquired as a result of the education one receives throughout the 

various stages of his life.  The following is an attempt to summarize various means 

for producing courage which is considered one of the basic characteristics of a 

believer's personality. 

1. Fear of Allah: 

The appreciation of the power, glory and exaltedness of Allah makes a believer firmly 

believe that all creatures are too powerless to bring about any harm or benefit to 

him.  Allah (SWT) says what could be translated as: "Is not Allah enough for His 

servant? But they try to frighten you with others besides Him"  

Allah (SWT) describes the believers as those, "Who deliver the messages of Allah 

and fear Him, and fear none save Allah" 

He also describes them as those who, "Establish regular prayers and practice 

regular charity and fear none at all except Allah.  It is they who are 

expected to be on true guidance" 

And, "Striving in the way of Allah, and fearing not the blame of any blamer" 

Now, let us live for a few moments with a scholar who represents one of the best 

examples of courage.  On the day of Eid, Shaikh Ezzed Deen ibn Abdes Salam went 

to the great Citadel in Cairo.  There he saw Sultan Najmud Deen in the middle of the 

Eid festival with the soldiers surrounding him and the army commanders kissing the 

ground before him.  In the middle of all that the Shaikh called the Sultan as loud as 
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he could "O Ayyoub (calling him by his name), what are you going to answer Allah 

on the Day of Judgement when He asks you 'Have I not given you the throne of 

Egypt and yet you sell alcohol!'".  The Sultan asked in astonishment "Did that really 

happen?”  The Shaikh answered "Yes, the so-and-so tavern sells alcohol and other 

unlawful things, and at the mean time you are enjoying the luxury of this kingdom!”  

The Sultan softly said "O master, I did not do it; it is from the time of my father".  

The Shaikh strongly replied "Are you among those who just follow their fathers?”  

Najmud Deen immediately commanded that the tavern be closed.   

When Shaikh Ezzed Deen went back to his school, one of his students asked "Why 

did you do that?  You could have advised him in private, couldn't have you?”  The 

Shaikh answered "When I saw him in the middle of all that majesty I was afraid that 

he might admire himself and be ruined as a result, so I decided to humiliate him".  

The student asked "Didn't you fear him?”  The shaikh answered "While I was 

standing before him, I remembered the glory and exaltedness of Allah, and then the 

Sultan appeared to me no bigger than a cat". 

2. Preferring the Hereafter: 

A true believer is always longing for the Hereafter because there he will receive the 

reward that Allah has promised His sincere servants.  With this belief in his heart, a 

believer is willing to pay with his life as a price for Jannah.  Those who really have 

this kind of belief consider their lives in this world to be very long.  When Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) called his companions saying "Come on to a Garden whereof 

the breadth is as the breadth of the heavens and the earth", Umair ibn 

Al Hamam, May Allah be pleased with him, took some dates out of his pocket and 

started eating them.  Then he threw them away and said "If I waited until I finished 

eating those dates, what a long life it would be" (Muslim).  He then rushed to the 

battlefield and fought until he gained martyrdom. 

A believer realizes that this life is as Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said "This life is 

like a prison to the believer and like heaven for the unbeliever"  (Muslim) and 

"The similitude of this life in proportion to the Hereafter is that of someone 

dipping his finger in the sea, how much will he take out of it?" (Muslim) and 

"If this life had been worth, in the sight of Allah, the wing of a gnat, He 

would not have let an unbeliever get even a drink of water in it" (Termidhi).  

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an, "But all this were nothing but conveniences of 

the present life: the Hereafter, in the sight of your Lord, is for the righteous” 

(43:35). 
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3. Expecting Death: 

A believer believes that the days he will spend in this life, even the breaths he will 

take, have already been predetermined, and that nobody whatsoever can shorten or 

prolong his term; "And when their term comes, they cannot put it off an hour 

nor yet advance it" (7:34),  "But Allah reprieves no soul when its term 

comes" (63:11).   

Sayyed Qutb, may Allah have mercy on him, wrote "Every soul has its predetermined 

term; no soul shall die until it reaches that term.  So fear and cowardice can never 

prolong one's life, and courage and perseverance cannot shorten it".  When one has 

this kind of belief, he does not fear death, "Say: Truly the death from which you 

shrink will surely meet you" (62:8), "Whosesoever you may be, death will 

overtake you, even though you were in lofty towers" (4:78). 

What also makes death easy to accept is the fact that it is the journey that all the 

prophets, the sincere, the martyrs and the righteous have traveled before. So it 

should be encouraging for one to join that honorable procession. 

An erroneous concept some people have is that a coward loves himself more that a 

brave man does.  A coward's love to himself lets him refrain from putting his life in 

danger because he does not want to lose whatever he has in this limited life.  On the 

other hand, a brave man's love to himself makes him jeopardize his life for achieving 

honor and eternal happiness.  By comparing the goals in the two cases, it is evident 

that the brave person is the one who really loves himself. 

4. Seeking Aid from Allah: 

When a person believes that nobody has the power to benefit or harm him except 

with something that Allah has written for him, he only fears Allah and seeks help 

from Him alone.  Al Mawdudi, may Allah have mercy on him, said "A person's fear 

comes from his false belief that things he uses as tools to perform any task have, 

per se, the power to benefit or harm him". 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), in his teachings, emphasized this concept as 

exemplified by the Hadith narrated by Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both of 

them, in which he said "Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you.  Be 

mindful of Allah and you will find Him in front of you.  If you ask, ask Allah.  

If you seek help, seek it from Allah, and know that if the nation were to 

gather together to benefit you, they would benefit you only with something 

that Allah had already prescribed for you, and if they were to gatherr 

together to harm you, they would harm you only with something that Allah 
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had already prescribed for you; the pens have been lifted and the scrolls 

have dried".  (Al Termidhi) 

Allah (SWT) said, "Verily, Allah is with those who keep their duty unto Him 

and those who are doers of good". (16:128) 

Qatadah said "Allah is with him who fears Him and observes his duty toward Him.  

And he, whom Allah is with, has with him the party that is never defeated, the guard 

that never sleeps and the guide that never goes astray.  Allah also said to Moses and 

Aaron, peace be upon them, "Fear not. For I am with you, hearing and seeing" 

(20:46). 

Moses (PBUH) realized this fact and, therefore, when Pharao and his troops got close 

to them and the Israelites were afraid than they would be caught, Moses (PBUH) 

said, "By no means! My Lord is with me! Soon will He guide me!" (26:62).  

On the day of Hijrah, Quraish were pursuing Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and 

reached the mouth of the cave where he and Abu Bakr were hiding.  When he saw 

the enemy at a very close distance Abu Bakr whispered to the Prophet (PBUH) 

"What, is they were to look through the crevice and detect us?  We are two and 

unarmed and at the bottom of the cave".  The Prophet (PBUH) replied "O Abu Bakr! 

What do you think of those two with whom the Third is Allah? Have no grief, 

for Allah is with us".   

5. Decisiveness: 

Hesitation is a major cause for cowardice.  When a person cannot make up his mind 

as to what alternative to choose, he may end up in a state of disturbance and 

confusion and fear gradually crawls into his heart.  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said 

in the Hadith reported by Muslim "The strong believer is better in the sight of 

Allah than the weak believer, and in both there is good.  Make sure you do 

what is good for you, and seek help from Allah, and never feel helpless.  If 

something you do not like happens to you, do not say: Had I done so-and-

so, so-and-so would have happened.  Instead, say: Allah has planned and 

He has done what He wills; since 'law' (which is used in the same way as: 

Had I done....) opens the door to Satan's work". (Muslim) 

Islam forbids indecisiveness since it only produces weakness and languor.  On the 

other hand, determination produces courage and steadfastness.  When matters get 

serious, you see that a true believer is always proceeding with great confidence with 

what he believes is right, seeking light and guidance from Allah. 
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6. Disdaining Material Power: 

A believer realizes that he does not fight with his strength, but with the might of 

Allah (SWT).  Material power, per se, does not mean anything in the believer's sight.  

On the contrary, whenever Muslims feel sure that they will attain victory by the 

tremendous power they have, Allah gives them a lesson by leaving them on their 

own and, consequently, they are defeated.  Whenever they turn back to Allah and 

fight with what they have, no matter how limited their strength might be, Allah 

sends them His support and they win the battle.  Allah says in the Qur'an what could 

be translated as, "If Allah helps you, none can overcome you: If He forsakes 

you, who is there, after that, that can help you" 

The only thing that scares a believer is that his Lord may forsake him because of the 

sins he committed.  If someone tries to intimidate him by the large number of his 

enemies, he answers, "How oft, by Allah's will, has a small force vanquished a 

big one" (2:249) 

If he is told that his enemies' fortresses will protects them, his answer is, "And they 

thought that their fortresses would defend them from Allah!  But the (wrath 

of) Allah came to them from quarters from which they little expected (it), 

and cast terror into their hearts" (59:2) 

If he is warned against the plots his enemies are making, he says, "And they 

plotted and planned, and Allah too planned, and the best of planners is 

Allah" (3:54) 

If the problem seems to be the wealth that the unbelievers are spending for the 

combat, the answer comes quickly, "The unbelievers spend their wealth to 

hinder (people) from the path of Allah, and so will they continue to spend; 

but in the end they will have regrets and sighs; at length they will be 

overcome" (8:36) 

7. Tarbiyah: 

Courage may be acquired during the tarbiyah process which starts in early childhood.  

A child acquires this quality when he is brought up in an environment where courage 

is considered to be a virtue, and when his parents give him the example to follow.  

Muslim mothers used to raise their children to become heroes and felt great 

satisfaction when one or more of them gained martyrdom.  An example of such 

mothers was Al Khansa', may Allah be pleased with her.   

On the day of Al Qadesiya she encouraged her four sons to join the Muslims in their 

jihad, reminding them of the great reward Allah has prepared for those who fight the 
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unbelievers.  When she was told that all her sons were killed in the field, she said 

"Praise be to Allah that He bestowed on me such a great honor, and I pray to Him 

that I may join them in Jannah" 

Another example is Asma' bint Abi Bakr, the mother of Abdullah ibn Al Zubair, May 

Allah be pleased with them all.  Abdullah told his mother that all his followers joined 

Al Hajjaj ibn Yusuf and that he was given the choice either to join them or be given 

whatever he wanted of earthly conveniences or they would kill him.  She answered 

"If you know you are on the right, and then hold fast to it.  And if you are on 

falsehood then woe to you and those who were killed of your followers” Then he said 

"I am afraid that after they kill me they will mangle my body".  She answered him 

"My son, does a goat suffer when it is flayed after being slaughtered?” 

EXAMPLES OF COURAGE 

The following are a few examples of courage, both in the battlefield and in telling the 

truth. 

I. Courage in the battlefield: 

Of course, our best example in courage, as well as in every other virtue, is Prophet 

Muhammad, peace be upon him, and here are a few examples.   

Anas ibn Malik said "Allah's Apostle was the best, bravest and most generous man.  

One night the people in Madinah were scared by a strange noise.  Some people went 

out to see what was going on.  On their way, they found Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

coming back from where the noise was coming, riding on an unsaddled horse with 

the sword hanging from his neck.  He said 'Do not be afraid'" (Bukhari & Muslim). 

What happened in the battle of Hunain was a clear example of the Prophet's courage 

and perseverance.   

Muslims where overcome at first and most of them fled leaving only the Messenger 

of Allah and ten other companions.  He started calling those who were retreating 

"Where are you going? Come to me! I am the Messenger of Allah! I am 

Muhammad ibn Abdellah!”  The companions then started gathering around him 

and they were able to defeat the unbelievers. 

Now let us see some examples of the courage of the Prophet's companions. 

In the battle of Al Ahzaab, Amr ibn Wud, who was one of the most renowned Arab 

warriors, came out asking for a contender.  Ali ibn Abi Taleb started getting ready to 

answer the call but the Prophet (PBUH) said "It is Amr, sit down".  Then Amr 

called "Where is your paradise you claim that who is killed enters it?  Don't you dare 

send me out a man to fight?”  At that moment Ali stood up and said "O Messenger of 
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Allah, I will go".  The Prophet said "But it is Amr".  Ali answered "Even though it is 

Amr", so the Prophet gave him permission.  Amr asked "Who are you".  He told him 

his name.  Then Amr said "O my nephew, there are among your uncles men who are 

older than you, I hate to kill you".  But Ali answered bravely "But I do not hate to kill 

you!”  When the Prophet (PBUH) heard the takbeer, he knew that Ali had slain the 

unbeliever. 

Az Zubair ibn Al Awwam was 12 years old when he heard a rumor that Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) was killed.  He took his sword and went out where he ran into 

the Prophet (PBUH) who asked him what was wrong.  He said "I heard that you were 

killed".  The Prophet asked him "And what were you going to do then?”  He said 

"I was going to fight all Makkans!” 

Abdur Rahman ibn Awf narrated "On the day of Badr, I looked to my right and my 

left and saw two young boys.  One of them whispered to me "O Uncle, show me Abu 

jahl".  I said "O my nephew, what do you intend to do".  He said "I will kill him, or be 

killed".  The other boy then whispered to me with the same words.  I pointed to him, 

and then they attacked him like falcons and brought him down.  These were the two 

sons of Afra'". 

II. Courage in Telling the Truth: 

This type of courage may be defined as telling the truth in front of anybody under 

any circumstances, not feeling ashamed of it and not fearing the blame of a blamer 

or the tyranny of a tyrant, even when one's life is the price.  With this courage, one 

is not willing to negotiate for compromises in what he firmly believes is the truth 

according to the teachings of Allah and His Apostle. 

In this respect we take the example of our Prophet (PBUH) when Quraysh offered 

that they worship Allah for one year and, in return, the Prophet and his followers 

worship their gods for the following year.  Allah SWT then revealed, "Say: O 

disbelievers! I worship not that which you worship, nor worship you that 

which I worship.  And I shall not worship that which you worship, nor will 

you worship that which I worship.  To you be your way, and to me mine" 

(109) 

Sayyed Qutb wrote "When we understand the essence of Islam in this (correct) 

manner, this understanding in itself creates in us confidence and power, compassion 

and sympathy, while presenting Islam to people: the confidence of a man who knows 

that he is with the truth, while what the people have is falsehood; and the 

compassion of a person who sees the suffering of mankind and knows how to bring 
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them to ease; and the sympathy of a person who sees the error of the people and 

knows what supreme guidance is. 

We need not rationalize Islam to them; need not appease their desires and distorted 

concepts.  We will be extremely outspoken with them: `The ignorance in which you 

are living makes you impure, and Allah wants to purify you; the customs which you 

follow are defiling, and Allah wants to cleanse you; the life you are leading is low, 

and Allah wants to uplift you; the condition which you are in is troublesome, 

depressing and base, and Allah wants to give you ease, mercy and goodness.  Islam 

will change your concepts, your mode of living and your values; will raise you to 

another life so that you will look upon the life you are now living with disgust; will 

show you modes of living such that you will look upon all other modes, whether 

Eastern or Western, with contempt; and will introduce you to values such that you 

will look upon all current values in the world with disdain.  And if, because of the 

sorry state you are in, you cannot see the true picture of the Islamic life, since your 

enemies, the enemies of this religion, are all united against the establishment of this 

way of life, against its taking a practical form, then let us show it to you; and, thank 

Allah, its picture is in our own hearts, seen through the windows of our Qur'an, of 

our Shari`a, of our history, of our concept of the future, whose coming we do not 

doubt!" 

He then continues "This is the way in which we ought to address people while 

presenting Islam.  This is the truth, and this was the form in which Islam addressed 

people for the first time; this was the form, whether it was in the Arabian Peninsula, 

in Persia or in the Roman provinces, or in whatever other place it went.  Islam 

looked at them from a height, as this is its true position, and addressed them with 

extreme love and kindness, as this is its true temperament, and explained 

everything to them with complete clarity, without any ambiguity, as this is its 

method.  It never said to them that it would not touch their way of living, their 

modes, their concepts and their values except perhaps slightly; it did not propose 

similarities with their system or manners to please them, as some do today when 

they present Islam to people under the names of `Islamic Democracy' or `Islamic 

Socialism', or sometimes by saying that the current economic or political or legal 

systems in the world need not be changed except a little to be acceptable 

Islamically.  The purpose of all this rationalization is to appease people's desires". 

"There is nothing in our Islam of which we are ashamed or anxious about defending; 

there is nothing in it to be smuggled to the people with deception, nor do we muffle 
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the loud truth which it proclaims.  This is the defeated mentality, defeated before the 

West and before the East and before this and that mode of jahiliyah".   

Now, let us spend some time with eminent scholars of Islam throughout the history 

who exemplify clearly how deep faith in Allah and the Final Day makes one unafraid 

to declare what he believes is right before the rulers of the most powerful states of 

their times. 

Mu'awiya, May Allah be pleased with him, stopped the salary that was given to some 

Muslims from Bait Al Mal.  When Mu'awiya stood before the gathering in Juma'a to 

give a speech, Abu Muslim Al Khawlani said to him "Why did you stop the salary? It 

is not you, or your father, or your mother, who earned this money".  Mu'awiya got 

very upset with Abu Muslim's words but he finally took back his decision and 

commanded that the salary be continued. 

Imam Malek ibn Anas said "Abu Jaafar Al Mansoor, the Abbaside Calif, sent for Ibn 

Tawoos and me, we went and stood before him; there were soldiers around him with 

swords in their hands.  He ignored us for a while and then looked at us and said to 

Ibn Tawoos "Tell me about your father (Tawoos)".  Ibn Tawoos said "I heard my 

father say 'Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: The one who receives the most 

dreadful wrath on the Day of Judgemnt is a man whom Allah has associated him with 

Himself in ruling people but he transgressed and oppressed them'".  Malek said "I 

then grabbed my clothes so that his blood will not splash on them". Abu Jaafar said 

"Give me an advice". Ibn Tawoos recited, "Don't you see how your Lord dealt 

with Aad, Iram, with lofty pillars, the like of which were not produced in the 

land?  And with Thamood, who cut out rocks in the valley? And with Pharao, 

lord of stakes?  These who transgressed beyond bounds in the lands, and 

heaped therein mischief.  Then did your Lord pour on them a scourage of 

diverse chastisements: for your Lord is (as a guardian) on a watch-tower" 

(89:6-14). 

Abu Jaafar got really upset and remained silent for a while.  He finally said "Give me 

this inkwell" but ibn Tawoos did not move.  He repeated his request, but again Ibn 

Tawoos did not move.  The he asked him "Why didn't you give me the inkwell", he 

answered "I am afraid that you might write something with it that displeases Allah 

and then I would be your partner in sin".  Abu Jaafar said "Go out!". "That is what we 

have been waiting for", said Ibn Tawoos.  Imam Malek said "Since that time I have 

always known how noble that man was". 
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Finally, we meet again with Shaikh Ezzed Deen ibn Abdes Salam.  The story you are 

going to read now is one of the strangest of its kind and it was the reason that this 

scholar was given the startling title: The Seller of Princes.   

In Egypt, during the reign of Mamaleek, the army commanders and princes 

transgressed beyond all bounds and oppressed people and practiced various kinds of 

mischief in the land.  The Shaikh then decided to stand in front of all that in order to 

stop the suffering of the people; he declared, with unprecedented courage, that all 

the Mamaleek commanders and princes, including the Vice Sultan himself, are but 

slaves who are owned by Bait Al Mal, and consequently, according to the Islamic 

shari'a, are not elegible for their positions as leaders.  He even went farther by 

declaring that the only way those men could keep their positions is that they be sold 

in the slave market and then granted their freedom.  He then specified a time in 

which a great auction would be held to sell the princes. 

This fatwa was met with great anger on the side of the princes and they obtained the 

support of the Sultan himself who refused the Shaikh's request.  As a protest against 

the Sultan's decision, the Shaikh resigned his position as a supreme judge of the 

state, and decided to leave the whole country; he rode on his donkey, carried his 

wife on another and started his journey.  But then, and quite surprisingly, all men, 

women and children went out of their homes following the Imam and begging him to 

stay.  People went to the Sultan and told him that if Ezzed Deen left the country, 

that would be the end of his reign.  The Sultan went in person to see him and 

promised he would do whatever the Shaikh wanted. The Vice Sultan, on the other 

hand, became very furious at what happened and decided to kill the Shaikh.  When 

he reached the Shaikh's house and asked for him, his son went in to warn him.  The 

Shaikh answered his son with great confidence "Don't be afraid, my son, your father 

is much too low to gain martyrdom for the cause of Allah", he then went out to see 

the Vice Sultan.  As soon as his eyes caught sight of the Shaikh, the vice sultan froze 

in his place, and dropped the sword and burst into tears, he said "O master, what 

are going to do with us?". The Shaikh answered "I will hold an auction and sell you 

all".  "And what are you going to do with the money", the prince asked.  "I will put it 

in Bait Al Mal", answered the Shaikh.  Thus, the historic auction was held and the 

arrogant princes learned a lesson that they would not forget for the rest of their 

lives.   
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 CONFIDENCE IN ALLAH 

 AND ITS EFFECT ON THE ISLAMIC WORK 

This article is divided into three major parts: 

I. Confidence in Allah (SWT),  

II. Confidence in the Prophet (PBUH), 

III. Confidence in the Jama'ah and its leadership. 

I. CONFIDENCE IN ALLAH (SWT): 

A believer's confidence in Allah results from his realization that Allah is Al-Haqq (the 

True One) and everything else is false; that His Guidance is the only guidance and 

there is nothing beyond it except error; and that Allah is the only source of victory.  

With these facts in cognizance, a believer never hesitates on his way towards the 

Pleasure of Allah as his ultimate goal.  A believer feels the pride of being a servant of 

Allah alone; not like those who associate partners with Him and treat them as their 

gods.  A believer gives his Wala' (loyalty) exclusively to Allah (SWT), and firmly 

believes that he is supported by the Supreme, and consequently relies completely on 

Him, "So put your trust in Allah, for you are on manifest Truth" (27:79), 

"Then when you have taken a decision, put your trust in Allah; certainly 

Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him).  If Allah helps you, none can 

overcome you; if He forsakes you, who is there that can help you? In Allah, 

then, let believers put their trust." (3:159-60), "Say: `Nothing will happen to 

us except what Allah has decreed for us; He is our Protector, and in Allah let 

believers put their trust." (9:51) 

The confidence in Allah and His promise to the believers is what made the Sahabah 

(companions), may Allah be pleased with them all, whom Say Qutb describes as `a 

unique Qur'anic generation' sacrifice their souls to get the promised price, i.e., 

Jannah.  When Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) called his companions saying "Come on 

to a Garden whereof the breadth is as the breadth of the heavens and the 

earth", Umair ibn Al Hamam, may Allah be pleased with him, said "Bakhen bakhen! 

(Word of discretion).  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "What made you say so?" 

Umair answered "The hope of being one of its dweller".  The Prophet said, "You are 

one of its dwellers".  Umair took some dates out of his pocket and started eating 

them.  Then he threw them away and said, "If I waited until I finished eating those 

dates, what a long life it would be" (Muslim).  He then rushed to the battlefield and 

fought until he gained martyrdom. 

 



 26

The Qur'an teaches us to fear Allah and trust Him, and only Him: "Say: `Call your 

(so-called) partners (of Allah), scheme (your worst) against me, and give 

me no respite!  For my Protector is Allah Who has revealed the Book, and He 

protects the righteous." (7:195-6) 

The result of such confidence is what we all know from history: Dignity and victory 

was granted to those who trusted Allah and humiliation and defeat was cast upon the 

tyrants who had tormented and killed the righteous. Then many of the second party 

saw the light and joined the believers. 

A Da'iya (Caller to Allah) can achieve nothing unless he possesses such confidence 

and such determination.  And no matter how powerful falsehood might seem, and 

how blatant it is in its enmity to the Truth and its followers, the Da'iyas should 

pursue their way and perform their duties. 

Beware of Weakness! 

The Qur'an warns us against weakness that might creep into our hearts and causes 

us to surrender, "And be not weak in pursuit of the enemy; if you are 

suffering hardship then they too are suffering, but you have hope from Allah 

that which they hope not, and Allah is ever All-Knowing, All-Wise." (4:104), 

"So be not weak and ask not for peace (from the enemies) while you are 

having the upper hand.  Allah is with you and will never decrease the 

reward of your deeds" (47:35) 

Also the Qur'an teaches the Mujahideen that victory is from Allah, and that: "How 

often has a small group overcome a mighty host by Allah's leave? And Allah 

is with the steadfast." (2:249), "If there are twenty steadfast amongst you, 

they will overcome two hundred; and if there be of you a hundred steadfast 

they will overcome a thousand of those who disbelieve, that is because they 

are a people without understanding" (8:65), "And there is no victory except 

from Allah; Allah is Exalted, Wise" (8:10), "That is because Allah is the 

Protector of those who believe, and because the disbelievers have no 

protector" (47:11) 

The martyr Abdul-Qadir Audah, may Allah have mercy on him, realizing that Allah 

(SWT) will never let the sincere believers down, and will not let the flag of 

righteousness fall in the hands of the tyrants, wrote: "This is the Da'wah of Allah, 

and not of people. Allah has taught the Muslims that Da'wah should be linked with 

Him alone and not with those who perform it.  The only share the Da'iyas get out of 

this Da'wah is the reward Allah (SWT) bestows on him; and he who declines from 
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working for it, deprives himself of the reward; but will not harm the Da'wah in the 

least". 

Another Da'iya wrote: "O young people! Shape yourselves according to the way of 

the holy Qur'an, and Allah will grant you dignity and power, for if you do you will 

really be the best Ummah.  So take your position, my Brother! Proceed on the way of 

Truth, with the Book of Allah in your right hand, and the Sunnah of His Apostle 

(PBUH) in your left, and in your heart carry the Shahadah "La Ilaha Ill-Allah, 

Muhammad Rasool-Ullah". 

Being with Allah at All Times: 

One Da'iya wrote: "This means that I should always be with Allah, filled with 

confidence that He is capable of granting me victory if I work for it.  And if I cannot 

pick the fruits in this life, they will be waiting for me there, with my Lord, tomorrow.   

I should be with Allah in my thinking and meditation, and in the glance of my eyes, 

thinking of His beautiful creation so I remember that behind this creation is a Creator 

and behind this universe is a Cherisher and Sustainer. 

I should be with Allah at time of danger and hardship, believing that He does not let 

believers down, and that with difficulty comes relief from Allah.  He bestows relief on 

the workers who defeat Satan by remaining united at all times, even in presence of 

differences in opinion." 

"The similitude of the Muslim Da'iya in his reliance on Allah is that of the child with 

his mother; he does not know anybody else; he is attached to no one other than her; 

seeks refuge in her alone; and relies on none but his mother.  But this does not 

mean that a Da'iya refrains from exploiting all available means, but it means that 

he/she should not rely upon them. 

Factors Which Enhance Confidence in Allah: 

1. Belief in Allah's Names and Attributes: 

The belief in Allah's Names and Attributes, as they are described in His Holy Book, 

has a great effect on one's soul. This knowledge makes one's faith stronger since 

through which one comes to know the Creator, and realize His Supreme Qualities: 

Might, Mercy, Punishment, Forgiveness, Dignity, Omnipotence, Omniscience, etc.  

The result is that a Muslim becomes one of those: "Who have believed, and 

whose hearts find rest in the remembrance of Allah.  Verily in the 

remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest" (13:28) 
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And he who believes in the Names and Attributes of Allah never gives up. He 

believes in Him in Whose Hands lies the fate of all creations; with this in cognizance 

a believer lives in rest and peace even though he might be suffering all kinds of 

hardship in this life. 

2. Belief in Angels: 

The second pillar of faith is to believe in the angels of Allah that they obey Allah and 

never disobeys Him, that Allah (SWT) has appointed them to specific tasks and that 

He has given them great strength to perform their tasks.  A Muslim also believes that 

Allah sends down His angels to support the believers: "When your Lord inspired 

the angels, `Verily I am with you, so keep firm those who have believed.  I 

will cast terror into the hearts of those who have disbelieved." (8:12) 

3. Belief in the Day of Judgement: 

This is one of the major pillars of the Islamic Aqidah.  A Muslim is commanded to 

support the Truth and destroy falsehood, and do good deeds and avoid evil in this 

life.  Therefore, there has to exist another life where people will be resurrected and 

held accountable for their deeds. 

The belief in the Day of Judgement is a great bounty Allah (SWT) bestows upon His 

servants whereby their hearts rest in confidence that they will receive their full 

reward from Him. 

Examples of Confidence in Allah: 

A. Confidence of the Prophets in Allah: 

1. Ibrahim (PBUH): 

His confidence in Allah made Prophet Ibrahim (PBUH) argues with his people, 

showing them how foolish they are to worship idols that cannot benefit or harm 

them: "He said: Do they listen to you when you call them? Or do they do you 

good or harm? They said: No, but we found our fathers doing so.  He said: 

Do you then see whom you have been worshipping, you and your fathers 

before you? They are enemies to me, except the Lord of the worlds" (26:73-

7) 

Their reaction, after being struck down with argument, was: "They said: Burn him 

and protect your gods, if you do (anything at all)!" (21:68) 

Then came the decision of Allah: "We said: O Fire! Be cool and safe for 

Ibrahim." (21:69) 

It has been narrated that when Ibrahim (PBUH) was thrown into the fire, the angel 

came to him and asked him if he needed some help.  He answered: "From you, No!  
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From Allah?  His knowledge of my situation makes me in no need to ask 

Him". 

2. Musa (PBUH): 

When Musa was delivering his people out of Egypt, Pharaoh and his troops followed 

them: "So they pursued them at sunrise.  And when the two bodies saw each 

other, the people of Musa said: `We are sure to be overtaken'.  Musa said: 

`By no means! My Lord is with me! Soon will He guide me!  Then We told 

Musa by inspiration: `Strike the sea with your rod' So it divided, and each 

separate part became like the huge, firm mass of a mountain." (26:61-4) 

So even those who believed with Musa thought that they would be overtaken, but for 

him, his confidence in Allah (SWT) was much greater than the expected danger. 

3. Muhammad (PBUH): 

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud narrated: "Once the Prophet (PBUH) was offering prayer at 

Ka'bah.  Abu Jahl was sitting with some of his companions.  One of them said to the 

others: `Who amongst you will bring the abdominal contents (intestines, etc.) of a 

camel of Bani so-and-so and put it on the back of Muhammad when he prostrates?   

The most unfortunate of them got up and brought it.  He waited until the Prophet 

(PBUH) prostrated and then placed it on his back between his shoulders.  I was 

watching but could not do anything.  I wish I had some people with me to hold out 

against them.  They started laughing and falling on one another.  Allah's Apostle was 

in prostration and he did not lift his head up until Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with 

her, the Prophet's daughter, came and threw that away from his back.  He raised his 

head and said thrice: `O Allah! Punish Quraish.'  It was so hard on Abu Jahl and 

his companions when the Prophet (PBUH) invoked Allah against them as they had a 

conviction that the prayers and invocations were accepted in this city (Makkah).  The 

Prophet (PBUH) said: `O Allah! Punish Abu Jahl, Utbah ibn Rabi'ah, Shaibah 

ibn Rabi'ah, Al-Waleed ibn Utbah, Umayyah ibn Khalaf, and Uqbah ibn Abi 

Mu'it'. And he mentioned the seventh whose name I cannot recall.  By Allah, I saw 

the dead bodies of those persons who were counted by Allah's Apostle (PBUH) in the 

Qulaib (one of the wells) of Badr" (Bukhari & Muslim). 

In his search for support for his Da'wah, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) went to the 

town of Al-Ta'ef in order to call its people, the tribe of Thaqeef, to Islam.  He spent 

there ten days calling for Islam but to no avail; instead, he was badly insulted and 

driven away.  The leaders of Thaqeef even ordered their children and insolent fellows 

to throw rocks at him (PBUH) until his head and feet got wounded.   
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While Prophet Muhammad was in that condition, the Angel of the Mountains came to 

him and said: "Give me permission to crush them between Al-Akhshabain (two 

mountains)!"  The Prophet (PBUH) answered: "Don't! I hope that Allah (SWT) 

will bring out from their backbones an offspring that worship Him alone" 

(Muslim).  His confidence in the promise of Allah (SWT) that victory was coming 

sooner or later made Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) refuse to revenge for himself, but 

instead, hope that those people's offspring will worship Allah alone; and, of course 

that was what happened. 

B. Confidence of the Sahabah in Allah and His Messenger: 

Al-Bara' ibn Aazeb narrated: "After the Battle of Hunain, the Prophet (PBUH) 

commanded us to dig the Trench.  While we were digging we came across a huge, 

extremely hard rock which our pickaxes could not break.  We complained to Allah's 

Apostle (PBUH); he looked at the rock, took a pickax and said "Bismillah" and hit it 

once so one third of it was broken; he said, "Allahu Akbar! I have been given the 

keys to Syria! By Allah, I can see its red palaces".  Then he hit it again and 

broke another third, he said: "Allahu Akbar! I have been given the keys to 

Persia! By Allah, I can see the White Palace of Al-Mada'en".  Finally he hit the 

rock, shattered the rest of it and said, "Allahu Akbar! I have been given the 

keys to Yemen! By Allah, I can see the gates of San'a' from where I am 

standing right now". 

The above incident happened during the Battle of Al-Ahzab.  The Sahabah were 

digging under extremely hard conditions: the weather was cold, food was less than 

enough and water was scarce.  They realized that they were going to face hardships 

the worst of which was the siege that Quraish and the rest of the Arabs had intended 

to make around Madinah.  All that did not deter the Sahabah from digging the 

trench.   

When the Prophet (PBUH) came and broke the rock, he promised them with great 

victories which, if they had not had limitless confidence in Allah and the Prophet, 

would have seemed to them unreasonable, or at least too ambitious.  Instead, the 

Prophet's glad-tidings encouraged them more and made them forget their fear, 

hunger, thirst and fatigue.  Finally, Allah (SWT) granted them victory without fighting 

with the enemy, "O you who believe! Remember the favor of Allah to you, 

when there came against you hosts, and We sent against them a wind and 

forces that you saw not.  And Allah is ever-Seer of what you do" (33:9) 
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When Abdullah ibn Mas'ud was on his deathbed, Uthman ibn Affan, may Allah be 

pleased with him came to visit him and asked him, "What are you suffering from?" 

"My sins", Abdullah replied.  Uthman asked, "What are you hoping for?"  Abdullah 

answered, "My Lord's Mercy".  Uthman asked, "Do you want me to order a physician 

for you?"  "The physician is what made me sick", answered ibn Mas'ud".  "Do you 

want me to order some money for you?" asked Uthman.  Abdullah answered, "I am 

in no need for it".  Uthman said, "It will be for your daughters after you".  Abdullah 

said, "Do you fear that my daughters may suffer poverty?  I commanded them to 

recite Surat-ul-Waqi'ah every night.  I heard Allah's Apostle (PBUH) say: "Whoever 

recites Surat-ul-Waqi'ah every night never becomes poor"1. 

C. Confidence of the Salaf (Ancestors) in Allah: 

Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated: "The first lady to use a girdle 

was the mother of Ismael.  She used her girdle so that she might hide her tracks 

from Sarah.  Ibrahim brought her and her son, Ismael, while she was suckling him, 

to a place near the Ka'bah under a tree on the spot of Zamzam, at the highest place 

in the Masjid.  During those days there was nobody in Makkah, nor was there any 

water.  So he made them sit over there and left near them a leather bag containing 

some dates, and a small water-skin containing some water, and set out homeward.  

Ismael's mother followed him saying: `O Ibrahim! Where are you going, leaving us 

in this valley where there is no person whose company we may enjoy, nor is there 

anything (to enjoy)?'  She repeated that to him many times, but he did not look back 

at her.  Then she asked him: `Has Allah ordered you to do so?'  He said, `Yes'.  

She said, `Then He will not forsake us,' and returned while Ibrahim proceeded 

onwards.  On reaching the Thaniya where they could not see him, he faced the 

Ka'bah, and raising both his hands, invoked Allah saying the following prayers: "O 

Our Lord! I have made some of my offspring dwell in a valley without 

cultivation, by Your Sacred House in order, O our Lord, that they may offer 

prayer perfectly.  So fill some hearts among people with love towards them, 

and provide them with fruits, so that they may give thanks" (14:37)" 

(Bukhari) 

And of course, Allah did not neglect Ismael and his mother. 

Another story that clearly shows us how the confidence in Allah's promise makes a 

believer prefers death to coming back to disbelief, is the story of Pharaoh's 

                                                 
    1

Shaikh Al-Albany considers this Hadith Da'if (weak) 
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sorcerers. Allah (SWT) says: "Then Musa threw his stick, and behold, it 

swallowed up all the falsehoods which they showed!  And the sorcerers fell 

down prostrate, saying: `We believe in the Lord of the Worlds, the Lord of 

Musa and Harun.'  (Pharaoh) said: "Believe you in him before I give you 

leave.  Surely he indeed is your chief who has taught you magic!  So verily 

you shall come to know.  Verily I will cut off your hands and your feet on 

opposite sides, and I will crucify you all'" (22:45-9) 

The believers then replied, stunning the tyrant: "No harm! Surely to our Lord we 

are to return; verily! We ardently hope that our Lord will forgive us our sins, 

because we are the first of the believers" (22:50-1) 

II. Confidence In The Prophet (PBUH): 

Mutual confidence between a ruler and his subjects has always been considered of 

utmost importance. Confucius said: "A government should attain its subjects' 

confidence, protect them by military force, and supply them with food and drink".  

He was asked: "What if it cannot maintain all these three requirements?" He 

answered: "Then it should fulfill at least the first two, i.e., confidence and 

protection."  He was again asked: "What if it cannot"  He said: "It should at least 

maintain its subjects' confidence, since as long as the subjects trust their 

government they will cooperate with it and try to make up any deficiencies". 

Throughout history, no people have ever loved their leader and trusted him as the 

Sahabah loved and trusted Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).  On the night of the second 

Al-Aqabah Pledge, one of the Ansar, Al-Abbas ibn Ubadah, said: "O people of Al-

Khazraj! Do you realize what you are going to pledge this man for?" They said: 

"Yes".  He said: "You are giving him a pledge to war against everybody.  So if you 

think that if your wealth is used up (in war) and you noblemen are slain, you will 

abandon him, then leave him alone now!  But if you see that you will fulfill your 

pledge to him, then take him with you, and by Allah, this is the best for you in the 

life and in the Hereafter". They answered: "We will take him with us, even if though 

our wealth may be used up and our noblemen slain".  (Ibn Ishak)  It has also been 

reported that As'ad ibn Zurarah, may Allah be pleased with him, said something 

similar on that night. 

III. CONFIDENCE IN THE JAMA'AH AND ITS LEADERSHIP: 

Imam Hassan Al-Banna, may Allah have mercy on him, defines confidence as: "the 

assurance that a follower feels of his leader's competence and sincerity which 

produces love, respect and obedience".   
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This Da'wah has been established to support the cause of Allah and make His word 

the highest.  It is extremely important, therefore, that this Da'wah be perfectly 

organized and have a firm structure.  For any group there should be some form of 

leadership.  The establishment of such leadership is an obligation as mentioned in 

hadiths of the Prophet (PBUH). Therefore, confidence in the leadership is essential 

for the survival of an organization.   

Imam Al-Banna says: "The leader is part of this Da'wah, and there is no Da'wah 

without leadership.  Strong mutual trust between the leader and the soldier results in 

a more firm structure of the Jama'ah, more accurate plans, more feasible success in 

achieving its goals and overcoming obstacles and difficulties in its way". 

Manifestation of Trust in Jama'ah: 

1. Obedience: 

Imam Al Banna defines obedience as "an immediate response to fulfill the commands 

in every situation, whether in accordance or contradiction to one's desire." 

Mustafa As-Seba'i, may Allah have mercy on him wrote: "The followers and 

supporters of Da'wah should not disobey their competent, firm leader in something 

in which he has made his decision.  Such a leader who carries such a huge 

responsibility, must be trustworthy.  The followers should discuss the matter with 

him, explaining their point of view, but when he comes to a decision, they should 

obey him.  A clear example is the Hudaybiyah Treaty that was signed between the 

Prophet (PBUH) and Quraish.  The firmness, resolution and courage of the leader of 

Da'wah during times of hardship and affliction is very important in strengthening the 

hearts of those who might become weak, and consequently changing defeat into 

victory.  Also the steadfastness of the followers of Truth, and their gathering around 

their sincere brave leader are a great help in changing defeat into victory.  Whenever 

the leader of Da'wah and his sincere followers remember that they are on the right, 

and that Allah is with the sincere believers, they recover their morale, and become 

more willing to sacrifice for the cause of Allah." 

2. Participation in Programs: 

Confidence in the Jama'ah is also reflected in the follower's participation in all its 

activities and programs which are meant to educate and shape the individuals 

according to the Way of Allah. 
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3. Sacrifice: 

Imam Hassan Al-Banna, may Allah have mercy on him, defines sacrifice as "spending 

one's wealth, time and soul in order to achieve his goal.  There is no strife without 

sacrifice, and it is only the reward from Allah that we seek.  It is unrighteous for 

anyone to refuse to work with us".  

4. Tajarrud and Steadfastness: 

Abul A'la Maududi wrote: "One of the basic requirements you need in order to strive 

in the Cause of Allah is to train yourselves to work diligently and continuously and 

according to a precise plan.  You should train yourselves to adopt long-term, yet 

effective means.   

You should concentrate and work sincerely to perform any task--no matter how small 

or ineffective it may seem--that you have been assigned.  Do not always expect 

short-term outcomes and never look froward to being praised by others for your 

efforts."  

Factors Which Destroy Confidence In Leadership: 

1. Advice in public:  

A brother may criticize some decisions or policies in front of others.  Assuming the 

one making the advice is sincere his words may still be used by others who wish to 

destroy the Jama'ah from inside.  Also his advice may have an adverse effect on 

someone who has shallow understanding or weak faith.  So whoever wants to advise 

the leadership should follow the correct approach which is secrecy.  An experienced 

Da'iah said "The approach of public criticism is false and has no support either from 

the Qur'an or from the Sunnah and none of the early muslims, Imams or sincere 

reformers of Islam ever did it or recommended it.  It is only a way to division, hatred 

and disagreement." 

Sometimes public advice is given with the intention of destroying the solid structure 

of the Jama'ah.  Ar-Rashed wrote: "Inability to work productively is usually behind 

the phenomenon of advice in public.  A weak person in the Jama'ah wishes to be 

promoted in Da'wah according to the time he has spent with the Jama'ah, or to his 

social or cultural standing.  Of course, the Da'wah has its systems and criteria which 

prevent any person who is not competent enough or who declines from sacrifice, or 

who prefers to stay away at time of hardship, from occupying an advanced position 

in the Jama'ah.  The desire in those people's hearts cannot, therefore, be fulfilled, 

and so they start slandering the Jama'ah to hide their deficiencies." 
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2. Dissatisfaction by the orders:  

Sometimes a person may psychologically fail to accept an order.  He may then show 

his resentment to others causing the spread of a feeling of dissatisfaction and doubt 

among them.  Satan whispers to him to deviate him from his work in the cause of 

Allah so he begins to suspect the leadership and spread his poisons among other 

brothers. 

3.  Listening to slander and backbiting: 

A brother may open a big door to Satan into his heart by listening to slander and 

backbiting or to criticism from others whether from inside or outside the Jama'ah.  

Satan begins torturing the fact in his mind and misinterpreting the behavior of the 

leadership until the poor victim falls in Satan's trap.  He enters a vicious circle of 

wrong conclusions and delusions that destroy his trust in his leaders and he finally 

falls into Fitnah, we seek refuge in Allah from it. 

4. Rushing enthusiasm:  

Some people have such a rushing attitude that they may take unplanned actions 

which usually lead to more trouble than good.   

Imam Hassan Al-Banna warned those people saying "Listen to me! I say it to you 

loud and clear in your convention: Every step in your way has been very carefully 

studied and its bounds have been precisely determined and I will by no means 

deviate from this way which I firmly believe is the safest and most efficient way.  I 

realize it may be a long way, but we have no alternative.  Courage and manliness 

can only be proved through patience, steadfastness, seriousness and persistent 

work.  I will not agree with whomsoever among you wants to pick a fruit before its 

ripening or cut a flower before its season.  It is better for such a person to go and 

look for another Da'wah.  And whosoever persists with me until the seed germinates 

and the tree grows and the fruit ripens, will receive his reward from Allah.  And it is 

one of two things: victory and mastery, or martyrdom and eternal happiness." 

5. Hesitation to ask for clarification:  

This factor works very slowly in destroying the confidence one has in his leadership.  

If a brother encounters several incidents for which he has no explanation and he is 

shy of asking, doubts will accumulate gradually in his heart until he believes them.  

Satan will make use of this opportunity and try to cloud the facts further in his sight.  

The person may reach to a stage of distrust in the leaders and may stop working 

with the Jama'ah.  All that could have been avoided if he had asked for an 

explanation for every doubt he had from the very beginning. 
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OUTCOME OF CONFIDENCE IN ALLAH: 

Confidence in Allah brings about numerous rewards, both in the life of this world and 

the Hereafter: 

In This World: 

1. Acceptance of the Destiny.  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "The matter 

of the believer is amazing; his is always in good; and this is only for 

the believer.  When he is in prosperity, he thanks (Allah); and this is 

good for him; and when he is in hardship, he perseveres; and this is 

good for him" (Muslim) 

2. Tranquility and rest, by knowing one's role in life.  A believer knows where he 

came from, what he is asked to do, and what is waiting for him if he fulfills 

his role. 

3. A believer never regrets what he has missed in terms of earthly 

conveniences; he knows that the reward from Allah is far greater than this life 

and all that it contains. 

In The Hereafter: 

And this is the real reward: Jannah and Allah's pleasure.  

And the end of our call is: Alhamdu-lil-Lahi Rabbil Aalameen. 
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NASIHA (ADVICE) 

The word "nasiha" is derived from the root "nasaha" which has several meanings; 

among these meanings are: to give sincere advice; to be sincere in one's intention; 

to rid something of its defects.  Thus "nasiha" could mean: advice, sincerity, 

integrity, or doing justice to a person or situation. 

The Apostle of Allah (PBUH) said "Religion is nasiha". The companions said "To 

whom?". He said "To Allah and His Book and His Messenger, and to the 

leaders of the Muslims and their common folk".  (Muslim) 

Imam Al Nawawi, may Allah have mercy on him, explaining this Hadith, said: "This 

Hadith is of utmost importance; it is one of the cornerstones of Islam". 

He continues  

"Nasiha to Allah (SWT) means believing in Him and not associating partners with 

Him; believing in all the Names and Attributes of Allah, and not uttering any form of 

impious speech against His Names; obeying Him and keeping away From whatever 

displeases Him; loving His loyal servants and hating those who are disobedient to 

Him; striving in His cause; thanking Him for all His bounties; and summoning others 

to His path. 

"Nasiha to the Book of Allah is to believe that it is the Word of Allah and a 

revelation from Him which is not similar to the speech of any of His creatures; glorify 

it and recite it as it should be recited; ponder over its meanings; follow its guidance 

in every aspect of life; and calling others to follow it. 

"Nasiha to the Messenger of Allah is to believe all what he was sent with; obey 

all his commands; give him his due respect; love those who love him and oppose 

those who disobey him; spread his da'wah; read with contemplation his Sunnah and 

Seerah and follow his tradition in all aspects of life. 

"Nasiha to the leaders of Muslims is helping them and obeying them in whatever 

pleases Allah and giving them sincere advice when they act in a way that is 

contradictory with shari'a. 

"Finally, nasiha to common Muslims includes guiding them to what is good for 

them in this life and in the Hereafter; protecting them against any harm; and 

enjoining them to do right and forbidding them from doing wrong." 

The above explanation of the Hadith gives us an idea about how this simple word, 

nasiha, includes almost everything that is needed for the establishment of the 

Muslim society; no wonder then that the Prophet (PBUH) sums the whole religion of 
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Islam in this comprehensive word.  In our following discussion, however, we will 

concentrate on one meaning of nasiha, which is advice. 

Importance of Advice: 

The best way to appreciate the importance of advice is by referring to Surat-ul-Asr, 

which could be translated as: "By the time, verily man is in loss, except those 

who believe, and do good deeds, and recommend one another to truth, and 

recommend one another to patience" 

Two of the four requirements for humanity not to be in loss involve the mutual 

advice of the members of the society and their encouraging one another to follow the 

right path and hold fast to it.   

Furthermore, advice is the mission of all Messengers of Allah, peace be upon them 

all; all of them gave their people sincere advice to forsake the falsehood and follow 

the way of Allah.  Nuh (PBUH) said to his people, "I convey unto you the 

messages of my Lord and give sincere advice to you" (7:62) 

And Hud (PBUH), "I convey to you the messages of my Lord and I am a 

trustworthy adviser to you" (7:68) 

And Prophet Saleh (PBUH), when his people rejected his call and were destroyed,              

"Then he turned from them and said: O my people! I have indeed conveyed 

to you the message of my Lord and have given you good advice but you like                   

not good advisers" (7:79) 

So did Prophet Shu'aib (PBUH), "Then he turned from them and said: O my 

people! I have conveyed to you the messages of my Lord and have given 

you good advice. Then how can I sorrow for the disbelieving people's 

(destruction)" (7:93) 

Jareer, may Allah be pleased with him said "I gave Allah's Apostle my pledge that I 

will obey him, as much as I can, and give advice to all Muslims".  From this Hadith 

we see that advice is so important that the Prophet (PBUH) considered it as part of 

the pledge that should be taken from those who embrace Islam. 

Advice - A Requisite for Brotherhood: 

One of the most helpful means of keeping a Muslim on the right path in this life is 

the advice he receives from a sincere Muslim.  Many are those who mistakenly think 

that true brotherhood dictates that you not face your brother with his faults.  The 

truth is, however, that the one who abstains from advising his brother of his defects 

is iniquitous.  Some do not give advice in order not to disturb their relationship with 

others.   
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This is a serious misconception since the aim of giving advice should exclusively be 

to attain the pleasure of Allah; and whoever is seeking Allah's pleasure is not 

intimidated by people's displeasure.  Imam Al Muhasabi said "Know that he who 

advises you is the one that loves you; and he who fawns you deceives you; and he 

who does not accept your advice is not your brother". 

It is evident from the above discussion that advice is an obligation on every Muslim, 

and if he does not perform this obligation properly, he will not be able to fulfill the 

four requirements that save him from being in loss.  The early Muslims were very 

keen to advise one another and never forgot that it was part of the pledge they gave 

to the Prophet (PBUH) to do so.   

The following story clearly illustrates how Jareer truly kept the pledge he had given 

to the Prophet (PBUH):  Jareer sent his servant to the market to buy him a horse; 

the boy came back with the owner of the horse in order that Jareer give him the 

price which was three hundred Dirhams. After examining the horse, Jareer said to 

the man "But your horse is worth more, would you sell it for four hundred?".  The 

man agreed.  Jareer then said "But your horse is worth more, would you sell it for 

five hundred?", and he kept on increasing the price until it reached eight hundred 

Dirhams and then bought the horse. Later when he was asked to explain his 

behavior, he said "I gave my pledge to the Prophet (PBUH) that I would give advice 

to all Muslims".  Even though it would have saved him some money, Jareer felt that 

it was his duty toward that man, according to his pledge to the Prophet (PBUH), to 

tell him that he was asking too little for his horse. 

Asking for Advice: 

Umar ibn Abdel Aziz, may Allah have mercy on him, said to his servant, Muzahem, 

"The rulers appoint spies to bring them news about their subjects, but I will appoint 

you as my scout over myself; if you ever hear me say a word I should not say or see 

me do what I should not do, stop me immediately and give me your advice".  

Asking for advice is a sign of a true believer.  When a person asks for advice, this 

indicates that he accepts the fact that he must have some defects and that those 

defects should be corrected; that he is concerned with finding out about his own 

defects rather than keeping busy searching for other people's defects and mistakes.  

Al Saqati said "When Allah is planning to seize His servant gradually with 

punishment, He makes him become unaware of his own blemishes and magnifies 

other people's defects in his sight". 
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In order to obtain sincere advice, one should, in the first place, exercise great care in 

choosing his friends, and should always remind them to inform him of any vice he 

might have. 

Accepting Advice: 

Accepting advice is not less important than asking for it.  A true believer treats an 

advice like an invaluable gift that was given to him by someone who loves him.  A 

hypocrite or an unbeliever, on the other hand, dislikes being advised.  Imam 

Al Shafi'i, may Allah have mercy on him said: "When I give someone an advice and 

he accepts it, I respect him and love him; but if he rejects it, I despise him and 

dislike him".  This is because the one who rejects an advice does not deserve it in 

the first place; an advice is like a precious gift that should only be given to those 

who appreciate it.  Some people take you as their enemy if you advise them; you 

had better not advise this kind of person. 

A person only refuses a truthful advice out of pride; and this brings to them a great 

loss.  An arrogant person regards himself as superior to others in wealth, knowledge, 

position, etc, and that prevents him from detecting, and hence correcting, the 

various defects he has.  The Prophet (PBUH) defines pride as "disregarding the 

truth and belittling other people".  And Allah (SWT) says, describing such an 

arrogant person, “And when it is said to him, `Fear Allah', he is led by 

arrogance to (more) crime.  So enough for him is Hell, an evil bed indeed" 

(2:206) 

Such an erroneous feeling of superiority hinders those people from attaining what is 

good for them.  On the other hand, those pious people who have attained victory 

over their own desires are the ones who possess the true honor and dignity. "But 

honor belongs to Allah, His Apostle, and to the believers, but the hypocrites 

know not" (63:8) 

Etiquette of Giving Advice: 

The following are some manners that the adviser should follow; otherwise his advice 

will be rejected and will not be accepted by Allah.  

1. Modesty: 

A sincere Muslim should never show a didactic attitude when advising others; trying 

to teach people what to do frequently make them turn away from you.  Furthermore, 

follow an indirect way in conveying your advice whenever possible.  Al Hassan and 

Al Hussein, may Allah be pleased with them, once saw an old man making Wudu 

incorrectly.   
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They approached him and said "O uncle!, my brother and I, are arguing about the 

right way of making Wudu, would you watch us and see who does it better?".  After 

watching them, the man said "Both of you do it right, it is I who do it wrong".  With 

this politeness, the two boys were able to convey their advice to a man who is much 

older than they were without hurting his dignity. 

2. Advising in Private: 

All the eminent scholars of Islam agree that secrecy is a requisite for an advice to be 

accepted.  Abu Hatim Al Basti said "Giving advice is an obligation on everybody, but 

it should be given in private.  Whoever advises his brother in private does him a 

favor; and who ever advises his brother in public hurts him".  Al Fudail said "A 

believer keeps secrets, while an unbeliever reveals them and reproaches people in 

public".  Sufian was asked "Do you like that someone inform you of your defects?".  

He answered "If he comes advising me in private, yes; but if he comes slandering 

me in public, no". 

In order for his advice to be accepted by Allah, an adviser should be sincere, seeking 

only the reward from Allah.  Giving advice in public contradicts sincerity since it 

indicates that the adviser is only trying to be seen of others (i.e., Riya'). 

3. Verification: 

Before giving an advice, one should first make sure that it was not his 

misunderstanding of the other person's behavior and that the latter really did 

something wrong. 

4. Gentleness: 

Describing the manners of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), and warning us against 

harshness, Allah (SWT) says: "Because of the Mercy of Allah you dealt with 

them gently.  And were you severe, harsh-hearted, they would have broken 

away from about you" (3:159) 

And the Prophet (PBUH) said "Allah is gentle and He likes gentleness in 

everything".  Harshness and rudeness make people reject the advice, and bring 

about failure to a da'iah.  Sayyed Qutb urges us to be kind to people, by saying 

"When you touch the good side in the souls of people, you find a great deal of good 

nature the eye cannot perceive on first glance.  All it needs is some affection toward 

their mistakes and foolishness, true amity for them, and a little unstilted care about 

their grief and concerns, only then will you uncover the good side in their souls". 

Our leader, the Apostle of Allah (PBUH), gives us the best example in gentleness.   
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It was narrated by Muslim that Mu'awiya ibn Al Hakam said "While I was offering 

Salah behind the Prophet (PBUH), a man sneezed, then I said `May Allah have 

mercy on you'.  Then people started gazing at me, I said `Woe to me, what is wrong 

with you? Why are you looking at me like this?"  But none of them answered.  

Instead, they started clapping their hands on their thighs.  I understood that they 

wanted me to stop talking, so I stopped.  After he finished praying, Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH), who is the best teacher I have ever seen, neither hit me nor 

reproached me, he turned to me and gently said `During Salah, one should not 

utter any kind of ordinary speech; only praise Allah, magnify Him, and recite 

the Qur'an". 

5. Avoiding searching for mistakes: 

Some people, while thinking they are doing right, commit great iniquities by 

searching for the mistakes and defects of others.  Whoever keeps himself busy 

looking for the defects of others, will surely be subject to punishment from Allah in 

this life by uncovering his defects in front of others.  A true Muslim should hope that 

others do not commit iniquities, while an envious person hopes that they do wrong 

and is happy when they do; and the advice of the latter cannot be accepted by Allah.  

A Muslim should never look for defects or mistakes, but if he sees them, then he 

gives the appropriate advice. 

Finally, the following are a few words of advice to all Muslims regarding giving and 

accepting advice: 

* Be sincere in your advice; seeking only the reward from Allah. 

* Accept advice, even from someone who is younger or less knowledgeable 

than you. 

* Ask your brothers frequently for advice. 

* Do not look for your brothers' mistakes or defects. 

* Always follow the proper manners when offering advice. 

And it is Allah whom we ask to guide us to the right path. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 43

THE WORK FOR ISLAM 

There is no doubt that publishing essays about Islam, listening to lectures, attending 

conferences, writing books, giving charity and building masjids are an important 

vehicle of the work for Islam; yet, they form only part of a larger picture.  The work 

for Islam, in essence, is the reaction of Muslims, both individuals and communities, 

towards the teachings, requirements and objectives of the Divinely ordained way of 

life: Islam.  This way of life can become a reality in the life of individuals and nations 

only through sincere, perseverant and diligent work; this work should be precisely 

organized according to the teachings of the leader of this da'wa, Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH), "You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of 

conduct) for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who 

engages much in the praise of Allah"  (33:21) 

And in this context, we should point out that the Prophet (PBUH) has given us a 

unique example of persistent work and sacrifice for the cause of Allah.  He renounced 

all the conveniences of this life and strove for spreading the word of Allah that he 

was ordered to deliver; his life was but a long episode of strife and work for Islam. 

Based on the Qur'an and Sunnah, the work for Islam may be viewed at various 

levels.  Here, we will discuss three of these levels: 1) Establishment of the Muslim 

individual, 2) Establishment of the Muslim home and 3) Establishment of the Muslim 

community. 

I. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MUSLIM INDIVIDUAL: 

This stage is extremely important since it forms the basis for the subsequent stages.  

It consists of one's struggle with oneself trying to modify the entire course of his/her 

life until it complies with the teachings of Islam.  The following is an attempt to 

summarize the basic requirements for a Muslim da'iya in order to be fit as a building 

block in the Muslim community. 

1. Physical fitness: 

In order to be able to perform the duties of Islamic work, a Muslim Daiya has to do 

his best to remain healthy and strong.  The Apostle of Allah (PBUH) urges us to 

observe our duties toward our bodies by saying, "Your body has a right upon 

you".  He also said "The strong believer is better in the sight of Allah than the 

weak believer, and in both there is good".  Imam Al-Banana, founder of the 

contemporary islamic movement said "A Muslim should have a physical examination 

and starts promptly treating whatever ailment he has; he should keep away from 
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anything that harms his body, including stimulants and alcohol, and follow a regular 

schedule of physical exercise". 

2. High moral standards: 

The moral standards of a Muslim are those that Allah SWT has taught us in the 

Qur'an and which Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained in detail, both practically 

and in words, through the Sunnah so precisely that Allah, describing the Prophet's 

character, said, "And you (stand) on an exalted standard of character" (68:4) 

Summarizing he moral standards of a da'iya, Imam Hassan al-Banna said, "A Muslim 

should: 

 a. Be sensible, being easily touched, 

 b.  Be truthful in both speech and actions, 

 c.  Be humble, always asking for a position that is lower than what he 

really deserves. 

 d.  Be decisive, never hesitant 

 e.  Always keep his promises 

            f.  Be courageous and persistent; the best forms of courage are telling 

the truth, keeping secrets, admitting one's fault and willingness to give 

others their rights. 

 g.  Be reverential and serious; when he laughs, it is just by smiling and 

not grinning ear to ear. 

 h.  Always stay away from places of unlawful entertainment and from 

friends of evil. 

3. Education and knowledge: 

In order to be able to deliver his message, a Muslim should build a reasonable 

cultural and educational background.  He/she should start by clearly understanding 

the essence of Islam based on its original sources, the Qur'an and the Sunnah, then 

by reading what is available of authentic Islamic literature.  This should help him 

build an undistorted picture of this Deen, its laws and objectives, in terms of both 

individual and community life. 

It is recommended that a Muslim Da’iya should: 

 a.  Have own library, no matter how small, 

 b.  Master his profession, 

 c.  Be acquainted with the various means of reforming the society to the 

extent that he becomes able to choose among various means based on 

the needs of da'wah, 
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 d.  Perfect the recitation of the holy Qur'an and understand its meanings, 

 e.  Study the Sirah of the Prophet (PBUH), 

 f.  Study the history of the early Muslim generations, and 

 g.  Be familiar with the basics of the Islamic Shari'a. 

4. Ability to earn a living: 

Islam urges us to earn our living in a lawful way.  Imam Al-Banna said, "A Muslim 

brother should, no matter how rich he is, have a profession that generates him some 

income.  He should not be very keen to get the government job, yet he should not 

refuse it.  In other words, he should not concentrate all his effort on how to obtain 

such a job and should forsake it once he finds out that it conflicts with his 

commitments toward his da'wah.  A Muslim brother should perform properly all the 

duties toward his job.  He should completely avoid earning money through unlawful 

ways; he should avoid any form of usury, whether explicit or implicit, in all his 

monetary transactions; stay away from all kinds of gambling and should purify 

himself from any money that he has earned through any way that is suspected to be 

haram.  He should save some money for emergency cases, and should avoid getting 

involved in too much spending on luxury.  Finally, a Muslim should make sure that 

the money he spends, as much as he could, go into firms owned by Muslims”. 

5. Correct faith: 

Imam Muslim reported that the Prophet (PBUH) said "Whosoever accepts Allah as 

his Lord, Islam as his Deen and Muhammad (PBUH) as his Prophet, shall be 

admitted to Jannah".  This Hadith establishes the criterion for assessing the creed 

of a Muslim.   

Imam al-Banna wrote: 

a.  A brother should always be mindful of Allah, being sincere in what he says or 

does, and always remember the Hereafter and get ready for it with worship, 

especially nafilah (voluntary acts of worship).  He should always praise Allah 

and recite the du'a that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) has taught us for the 

various occasions. 

b.  He should also keep his wudu' at all times, as much as he can. 

c.  He should observe the regular Salah on time and in jama'ah, fast the month 

of Ramadan and perform pilgrimage if possible. 

d.  A brother should always renew his repentance to Allah, ask Him for 

forgiveness as frequently as possible; and should avoid any form of iniquity, 
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both major and minor; and should stay away from anything that is suspected 

to be haram (i.e., Shubha). 

e.  He should be very cautious in spending his time; he should only spend it in 

what is good for him in this life and the Hereafter. 

f.  He should always renew his intention to strive in the cause of Allah, and 

prepare for jihad. 

g.  He should do his best in restraining himself; he should lower his gaze, control 

his emotions and desires and direct them only toward halal and away from 

haram. 

7. Correct `ibadah: 

Islam teaches us to follow a middle path between exaggeration and negligence.  

Al Bukhari reported that a group of three men came to the houses of wives of the 

Prophet (PBUH) asking how he worshipped (Allah); and when they were informed 

about that, they considered that worship to be insufficient for them and said "Where 

are we from the Prophet (PBUH)? He has been forgiven his faults of the past and 

those to follow".  Then one of them said, "I will offer the prayer throughout the night 

forever".  The other said "I will fast through the year without breaking my fast". The 

third said "I will keep away from the women and will not marry forever".  Allah's 

Apostle came to them and said, "Are you the same people who said so and so? 

By Allah, I am more submissive to Allah and more afraid of Him than you 

are, yet, I fast and break my fast, I do sleep, and I also marry women.  So 

he who does not follow my sunnah, is not from me (not one of my 

followers)".  

8. Self discipline: 

A da'iya should be able to exert complete control over himself and his desires.  He 

should realize that his most fierce enemy is his own soul and that if he cannot 

control it, it will lead him to Hell fire, we seek refuge in Allah from it. 

A disciplined `self' is extremely important at times of hardship, since it enables one 

to face the difficulties and overcome the obstacles that any Da’iya is likely to 

encounter on the road of da'wah. 

9. Organization and proper time management: 

For a believer, time is life, and life is the only capital he/she has to invest in his trade 

with Allah (SWT).  Therefore, the Qur'an describes as losers those who are in 

negligence of the meaning of their life: "Many are the jinns and men We have 

made for Hell: they have hearts wherewith they understand not, eyes 
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wherewith they see not and ears wherewith they hear not.  They are like 

cattle--nay more misguided: These are the neglectful" (7:179) 

The Prophet's companions were always keen to spend their time in the best way and 

they always asked Allah to bless their time, in order to be able to perform their 

duties properly.  The Prophet (PBUH) taught them "Whenever the dawn of a day 

breaks, it calls: O son of Adam, I am a new creature (of Allah), and I am a 

witness over your deeds. So take your best out of me, for I will never come 

back until the Day of Resurrection".  So let every Muslim know that he/she is 

given some time to work for his/her own good, and for the good of his/her Ummah in 

this life and in the Hereafter. 

10. Helping others: 

A Da’iya should consider himself as a candle that burns in order to give light to 

others. Isn't the primary goal of our da'wah to rescue people out of darkness to 

light?   

Imam al-Banna summarizes the behavior of the Muslim brother in the community as 

follows: 

a.  A brother should have proper judgement under all circumstances; anger does 

not make him forget favors and love does not make him overlook mistakes; 

he always tells the truth even against himself. 

b.  He should be very active and trained in community service; he becomes very 

pleased when he is able to help someone; he visits the ill, helps the weak, 

and should be foremost in good work. 

c.  He should be forgiving, merciful even to animals and should always treat 

people according to Islamic teachings; a da'iya never backbites or pries into 

someone else's affairs. 

d.  He should give people their rights even before they ask for them.  On the 

other hand, he should ask for his rights in the best way, observing Islamic 

rules. 

II. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MUSLIM HOME: 

This is the second phase of the work for Islam.  The importance of the Muslim family 

as a unit in building the Muslim community cannot be overemphasized.  The family is 

the nucleus of the society; whenever the nucleus is healthy and strong, so will be the 

whole structure.  If both the husband and wife are precisely shaped according to 

Islamic teachings as shown in the first stage, they will be able to build a home that 

complies with these teachings.  Islam has put the criteria for choosing one’s husband 
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or wife, stated the rights and duties of each partner, made it mandatory upon both 

partners to do their best in the upbringing of their children, and put fair and 

adequate solutions to the problems that may arise during the course of family life.  

In all that, Islam takes a middle path; no exaggeration and no negligence. 

The first objective of marriage should be to establish the Muslim home and produce a 

progeny that will be able to advance the message of Islam to the rest of the society.  

The Muslim da'iya, after passing successfully the first stage, should establish a 

Muslim home.  He/she should make his/her spouse respect the Islamic ideas and 

make sure to follow Islam in all aspects of family life.  If he/she fails to do so and the 

family life is not regulated by Islamic rules, this will form an unsurmountable 

obstacle on his way of da'wah.  Warning against the choice of a wife based on 

something other than Islam, the Prophet (PBUH) said "A woman is married for 

her wealth, her nobility, her beauty or her Deen (religion); he is a winner 

who marries the one with piety"   

III. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MUSLIM SOCIETY: 

This stage represents the culmination of the previous stages.  It gets its importance 

from its noble objective; the establishment of the best nation, "You are the best 

nation that has been raised up for mankind" (3:109) 

It is very naive to think that the road to the establishment of such a nation is an 

easy or a short one.  

The means of conveying the message of Islam to people have changed a great deal 

during recent years, and we should make optimal use of such progress.  We should 

exploit all available means to deliver our message to people, men and women, 

educated and common folks, in their homes and places of work. 

We should explain to people all the aspects of Islam in a clear, precise and an 

unambiguous manner, and this is the theoretical part of our da'wah.  We should then 

urge them to put it into practice in their lives and, in doing so, we should exploit all 

available means, and this is the practical part of our da'wah.  In this, our guide is the 

Qur'an in which there is no falsehood, and the authentic Sunnah of the Prophet 

(PBUH) and the example of the early Muslim generations.  Our objective should be 

only the pleasure of Allah through performing our duties toward Him and guiding 

others to His way.  
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IMPORTANCE OF COLLECTIVE WORK 

The work for Islam, in essence, is the reaction of Muslims, both individuals and 

communities, towards the teachings, requirements and objectives of the Divinely 

ordained way of life: Islam.  This way of life can become a reality in the life of 

individuals and nations only through sincere, perseverant and diligent work. 

The Prophet (PBUH) has given us a unique example of persistent work and sacrifice 

for the cause of Allah.   

The work for Islam has specific objectives on individual, community and state levels.  

It aims at producing the Muslim individual who exemplifies the faith and moral 

teachings of Islam; the Muslim community which adopts Islam as a way of life; and 

the Islamic state which rules its subjects by Islamic Shari'ah and propagates the 

message to other states.  Such work is an obligation upon all Muslims and will 

remain so until the Islamic system has been established.  Until then, anyone who 

refuses to work for this purpose is considered iniquitous. 

The necessity of the work for Islam could be clearly seen from various standpoints.   

First, it is the command of Allah to all messengers, prophets and believers until the 

end of this world.  Allah (SWT) says what could be translated as: "O Apostle! 

Proclaim what has been sent to you from your Lord.  If you did not, you 

would not have fulfilled and proclaimed His Mission" (5:67) 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "Anyone of you who observes something evil 

should reverse it with his hand; if he is unable to do that he should condemn 

it with his tongue; if he is unable to do that he should at least resent it with 

his heart; this is the lowest degree of faith" (Muslim). 

Second, the establishment of a Muslim Ummah, which derives all its morals and 

injunctions from Islam, is an obligation; Allah (SWT) says: "But no, by your Lord, 

they can have no faith until they make you (O Prophet) judge in all disputes 

between them, and find in their souls no resistance against your decision, 

but accept them with the fullest conviction" (4:65) 

Since such community does not currently exist, the work for its establishment is an 

obligation, based on the general rule of Shari'ah that states: "Whatever is necessary 

to perform an obligation is, in turn, an obligation". 

Third, the work for founding the Islamic system is indispensable in order to face the 

challenges of the present time and stop the waves of materialism and atheism which 

are constantly trying to overwhelm the Muslim world. 

 



 50

Now that we have clearly shown the necessity of work for Islam, we ask the 

question: Should such work be individual or collective? The following is an attempt to 

answer this question. 

Collective Work In The Opinion Of Early Muslims: 

It may be amazing to some to know that the early Muslim scholars addressed the 

issue of the formation of Jama'ahs for legitimate causes.  Ibn Taymiyah, may Allah 

have mercy on him, explains the word "Za'eem" mentioned in Surat Yusuf, saying: 

"A Za'eem is a person who sponsors or supports a certain party or group of people", 

he also wrote: "As for the head of the `Hizb' (party), he is one that leads a group of 

people who gather together. If their gathering is based on the commands of Allah 

and His Apostle, it is considered legitimate. If, on the other hand, their gathering 

involves matters that are in contradiction with the Shari'ah, such as supporting one 

another both in truth and in falsehood, their gathering should be condemned.  Allah 

and His Apostle command unity and forbid division; yet they command cooperation 

for righteousness and piety and not for evil and transgression." 

Ibn Al Qayyem, may Allah have mercy on him, interpreting the verse, "Say: This is 

my way, I invite to Allah on evidence as clear as the seeing with one's eye, I 

and whoever follows me" (12:108) says: "I, as well as anyone who follows me, 

invite to Allah."   

It is known that some of the companions of the Prophet (PBUH) formed Jama'ahs to 

enjoin right and forbid wrong, such as Hisham ibn Hakeem ibn Hizam, may Allah be 

pleased with him.  

In The Opinion Of Contemporary Da'iahs: 

Sayyed Qutb, may Allah have mercy on him, wrote:  

"The starting point now should be the same starting point of Islam during the early 

days of Da'wah; a group of people believing in the Deen of Truth ought to exist on a 

piece of land; they should believe and declare that there is no god but Allah and that 

Muhammad (PBUH) is His messenger; consequently, they should believe that the 

right to legislate belongs solely to Allah; they should implement their beliefs in all 

aspects of their life; then they should proceed with a declaration of freedom for all 

mankind.  There has to be a leading group which has that determination to proceed 

on the road." 

Imam Maududi, may Allah have mercy on him, said:  

"The establishment of a righteous leadership on the earth is of utmost importance 

from an Islamic standpoint. Anyone who believes in Allah and His Messenger and the 
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Deen of Truth has no choice but to shape his life in the "mould" of Islam.  If this is 

not possible without the collective efforts, then there has to exist on earth a 

righteous Jama'ah whose goal should be to establish the Islamic system on earth, 

and should do its best in this connection." 

Sayyed Qutb wrote in "In the Shade of the Qur'an":  

"And since the Jahiliyyah is not represented by a theory but by a live congregation, 

the attempt to destroy that Jahiliyyah and bring people back to Allah should not be 

made through theories but through an equally strong, and better a stronger, 

congregation." 

Rationales For Collective Work For Islam: 

1. Islam commands us to work together for righteousness and piety. Allah (swt) 

said: “Help you one another virtue, righteosness and piety; but do not 

help one another in sin and transgression”. (Al-Ma’ida 2). The work for 

establishing the islamic system is the highest act of righteousness and 

therefore requires collective action. 

2. Islam commands us to form a group for da’wah. Allah (swt) said: “Let there 

arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good, 

enjoining Al-ma’ruf and forbidding Al-munkar. And it is they who are 

the successful”. (Al-Imran 104) 

3. An islamic rule states that “Whatever is required to make possible the 

performance of an obligation is, itself, an obligation”. And since the 

implementation of Islamic Shari'ah is obligatory and collective work is 

necessary for that task, then the collective work for the establishment of the 

Shar’ah is obligatory. 

4. Individual efforts, sincere and strong as they might be, cannot achieve the 

goal; such efforts are limited, temporary and most frequently antagonizing 

one another.  Collective work could harmonize these efforts thus getting the 

best out of them. 

5.  The people of falsehood work in groups, parties and blocs; so it is not 

reasonable to attempt to face such concerted efforts with individual efforts. 

6. From the very beginning of the Makkan period, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

started the foundation of a Jama'ah in order to face the Jahiliyyah of that 

time; he was by no means confined to individual work. He formed the first 

Islamic Jama'ah whose members he carefully selected. 
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Elements of Collective Work: 

The elements necessary for any movement to succeed are summarized in three 

sentences:  

1. A determined trustworthy leadership. 

2.  Believing followers or individuals who follow that leadership, and  

3. A system that governs the relationship between the leadership and the 

individuals, the goals to be achieved and the means of achieving these goals. 
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HIGH-AIMING AMBITION 

Allah (SWT) has shown us that the road of Da'wah is paved with difficulties and 

surrounded by hardships; that road is only for those who appreciate the 

responsibility and yearn for the reward and, consequently, are willing to sacrifice and 

stand the hardship; it is not for those who are intimidated by the first obstacle or 

threat, or unwilling to offer even the smallest sacrifice.  On the road of Da'wah, a 

Da'iah is following the footsteps of the great messengers, prophets and reformers 

from Prophet Nuh (PBUH) to the present.  On that road Nuh suffered his people's 

enmity for nine hundred and fifty long years, Ibrahim was thrown into the fire, 

Ismael lay down to be slaughtered, Yusuf was sold for a miserable price, Zakaria 

sawn apart, Yahya killed, Issa lived among the beasts, and Muhammad suffered all 

kinds of hardship and grievance. 

This is the road of the prophets and messengers, so if you feel like reclining and 

enjoying the conveniences of this life, here is what Abu Khaithamah, may Allah be 

pleased with him, did.  He did not join the Prophet (PBUH) for the battle of Tabuk.  

One hot day he came back to his garden to find that each of his two wives had 

prepared food and water and waited for him.  He said: "The Apostle of Allah is in the 

heat while Abu Khaithamah is in the cool shade with food and a beautiful woman! 

This is not fair! By Allah, I will not enter! I am joining the Prophet (PBUH)!" 

Dear brother/sister, join the parade of Da'iahs! And know that it is not an easy road.  

Imam Al Banna, may Allah have mercy on him, declared it before: "O Muslim 

Brothers! Especially those of you who are over-zealous and rash! Listen to me! I say 

it to you loud and clear in your convention: Every step in your way has been very 

carefully studied and its bounds have been precisely determined and I will by no 

means deviate from this way which I firmly believe is the safest and most efficient 

way.  I realize it may be a long way, but we have no alternative.  Courage and 

manliness can only be proved through patience, steadfastness, seriousness and 

persistent work. I will not agree with whomsoever among you wants to pick a fruit 

before its ripening or cut a flower before its season.  It is better for such a person to 

go and look for another Da'wah.  And whosoever persists with me until the seed 

germinates and the tree grows and the fruit ripens, will receive his reward from 

Allah.  And it is one of two things: victory and mastery, or martyrdom and eternal 

happiness." 

So if you, dear brother/sister, are willing to follow the parade of Da'iahs, prepare 

yourself! And make sure that your ambition is high enough to stand the hardship; 
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and know that most of those who failed to pursue the road did so because of their 

weak resolution which failed to carry them to the end.  Take good care to keep your 

ambition high from the beginning; as whoever starts with a high and sincere 

ambition will be guided for the rest of the road. 

What Is High Ambition? 

High ambition (Himmah) has been defined by scholars as one's satisfaction by 

nothing but reaching the summit.  From an Islamic perspective, high ambition means 

that one seeks, sincerely and with complete devotion, the pleasure of Allah (SWT) 

and make that his ultimate goal.  Furthermore, he does not trade this sublime goal 

for any earthly benefits temptations or conveniences.  Ibn Al-Qayyem describes the 

person with high ambition as: "...a high-soaring bird that refuses to fly any lower.  At 

such elevation, that bird is not subject to the threats that might harm the lower-

flying birds". 

Levels Of Ambition: 

According to their zeal, people could be classified into four categories: 

1. A man who knows that he is competent enough for performing major tasks 

and, consequently, keeps himself busy tackling them; this kind could be said 

to have a `high-aiming soul'. 

2. A man who is capable of performing major tasks, yet he only concerns himself 

with minor and trivial ones; and this is said to have a `low-aiming soul'. 

3. One who is not competent enough for major tasks and he realizes that, 

therefore he only concerns himself with what he can accomplish; you may call 

this one `modest' or `self-conscious'. 

4. A man who is not fit for major tasks, yet acts as if he were; and such is the 

offensive `bombastic' kind. 

A sincere Da'iah should always concern himself with great things; and what is 

greater than summoning others to the Path of Allah.  That is the trust or `Amanah' 

that the heavens, the earth and the mountains felt too heavy for them to carry: "We 

did indeed offer The Trust to the heavens and the earth and the mountains, 

but they refused to undertake it, being afraid thereof: But man undertook it; 

he was indeed unjust and ignorant" (33:72) 

A Da'iah should have the ambition of Rabi'ah ibn Ka'b to whom Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH) said: "Ask me", Rabi'ah answered: "I ask you to be your companion in 

Jannah".  On the other hand, other people who had come with Rabi'ah asked the 

Prophet (PBUH) to give them something to eat or wear. 
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Shaikh Abdul-Qadir Al-Gailani once said to his servant: "O boy! let not your major 

concern what to eat, drink or wear, whom to marry, where to dwell and what to 

collect.  All these are the concerns of the body.  What about the heart and the soul?  

Let your major concern and ultimate goal your Lord and how to attain His pleasure". 

Ibn Al-Qayyem said: "Your concern should be focused on three things: an Attribute 

of Allah that you learn about and, as a result, increase in love and devotion to Him; a 

bounty Allah has bestowed on you that you remember, and thereby increase in 

thankfulness and obedience to Him; and a sin you committed which you remember, 

and thereby increase in fear and repentance to Allah. 

Establishment Of Himmah: 

The establishment of Himmah should be part of the process of education of a Da'iah.  

Therefore, a Da'iah should be trained by an educator who himself possesses this 

quality since the good example, per se, is the best method of education.   

Himmah results also from one's being fully saturated with the teachings and values 

of Islam as obtained from its two major sources: the Qur'an and the Sunnah.  A 

heart that is filled with the Words of Allah is never distracted by minor things. 

Further, a very important source to nourish one's Himmah is to read the stories of 

the great Muslims who carried the flag of Da'wah through the ages; an example is 

the martyred Imam Hassan Al-Banna.  

Examples Of High Resolution: 

One day Umar was sitting with a group of his friends, he said to them: "Make a 

wish", one of them said: "I wish that this room was filled with gold so that I could 

spend it in the cause of Allah".  Umar said: "Make a wish", they said: "We don't know 

what to say".  He said: "I wish for men like Abu Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah, Mu'adh ibn 

Jabal and Salem Maula Abi-Hudhaifah so that they could help me raise the Word of 

Allah". 

Umar ibn Abdel-Aziz once said: "O people! My soul is a high-aspiring one; whenever 

it is given something it yearns to what is higher.  And when I was given the Khilafah 

(reign) my soul began aiming toward a higher goal which is Jannah, so help me may 

Allah have mercy on you". 

Fields Of Ambition: 

A Muslim should direct his ambition to what benefits him in this life and the 

Hereafter.   
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The following are some examples: 

1. Himmah in seeking knowledge: 

Among the best examples of men with boundless zeal and ambition for seeking 

knowledge is Imam Al-Shafi'i.  He said: "When I hear a piece of knowledge for the 

first time I enjoy it so much that I wish that every part of my body had ears to listen 

and enjoy".  He was asked: "How keen are you to seek knowledge?" He answered: 

"As keen as a miser seeking money".  Imam Al-Shafi'i also said: "I used to travel for 

several days in order to obtain one single Hadith".  Said ibn Al-Musayyab also said 

the same. 

2. Himmah in working for Islam: 

A Da'iah should exert a great deal of zeal and enthusiasm in working for the cause 

he believes in.   

It is extremely important that a Da'iah practices what he preaches; if he does not, 

his words will not be of any effect and will slip off his audience's hearts like a drop of 

water slips off a glazed rock. 

A Da'iah should not only perform his obligations and avoid Haram, but he should also 

abstain from doing things which, though Halal, are incompatible with the highest 

ranks of righteousness he is aiming for.  Ibn Al-Qayyem said: "Shaikh Al-Islam Ibn 

Taymiyah once told me about something which is permissible in Islam: `That matter 

is incompatible with the high ranks, even though abstaining from it is not a requisite 

for salvation; a truly knowledgeable man should give up many Halal things so as to 

keep a barrier between him and Haram things'".  So there are some permissible 

things a Da'iah should not do, for example, things which are considered unacceptable 

by the society or things that may hinder his moving freely for the sake of Da'wah. 

3. Himmah in Da'wah: 

The high-aiming ambition of a Da'iah's heart produces certain qualities which are 

reflected in his conduct: 

First, a true Da'iah always does his best to become a practical example of the 

Da'wah he is trying to convey to others; he always prays to Allah saying: "And 

make us leaders for the righteous" (25:74) 

Second, a Da'iah does his best so that the Da'wah is represented in every city, town 

and village; he feels deeply sorry if any such place is devoid of a center for his 

Da'wah. 

Third, a Da'iah always strives and persevere on the road of Da'wah.  One of the 

hardest things for a Da'iah is the limited response of people, especially when he has 
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been calling them for a ling time.  In order not to become frustrated, A Da'iah should 

realize that he will be held accountable for his efforts and not for the results.  In 

selecting new members for the Da'wah, a Da'iah might be frustrated by the limited 

number of people who fulfill the criteria necessary for membership.  In this respect, 

he should control his feelings and the urge to have more and more members and 

realize that it is quality, not quantity that counts. 

Fourth, a Da'iah devotes his whole life for serving the Cause of Allah; whenever 

there is a conflict between his personal interests and Da'wah, the latter should be 

favored. 

Fifth, a true and loyal Da'iah follows precisely the way outlined by the Jama'ah, 

although it may seem long and difficult.  He also realizes that he has to carry out 

orders whenever they are issued to him, and not do whatever he wants whenever he 

wants.  Some people, due to weakness or ignorance, follow the easy, but 

unsuccessful way; the most they could offer to their Da'wah is speeches or written 

words.. Such people frequently refuse to commit themselves to an organized Jam-

a'ah. 

Sixth, a Da'iah always feels the sublimity of his Da'wah, being the Da'wah of Allah 

(SWT).  He should therefor always disdain the Jahiliyyah he lives within, no matter 

how powerful it might be from a materialistic standpoint.  However, he should at the 

same time try his best to take people's hands and raise them to his level, and never 

open a door for pride into his heart. 

WEAKNESS OF RESOLUTION: 

You sometimes see a Da'iah working diligently and enthusiastically, then after some 

time this same person turns into a lazy, almost inactive member of the Da'wah.  

Such a phenomenon is caused by weakness of resolution, and loss of Himmah.  Abul 

A'la Al-Maududi, may Allah have mercy on him, has analyzed this phenomenon in 

two long articles; the following is a summary thereof: 

A person listens to the Da'wah and answers the call sincerely and shows a great deal 

of ardor toward it at the beginning.  As time goes by, his zeal starts to decline 

steadily until he reaches a stage where he loses interest in the goal he had striven 

for a while.  At this stage he is still mentally convinced with his Da'wah and the 

approach it is taking; he also does not hesitate to defend it verbally whenever the 

need arises; his heart still believes that making Da'wah is indispensable. However, 

he still cannot regain his lost enthusiasm.  It should be noted here that the Da'iah's 

intention is still good. 
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Signs and symptoms: 

The earliest sign of the disease is reluctance to carry out orders, accept 

responsibilities or spend time and effort for the cause he used to devote his whole 

life to serve.  The person start concerning himself with minor things and the 

proportion of time and effort he spends for Da'wah keeps on diminishing.  His 

relationship with the Jama'ah becomes a strictly formal one; he does not care 

whether or not his Jama'ah is progressing and does not express any concern about 

its affairs. 

Contagion: 

If the disease is not treated at its early stages, it can be spread among members of 

the Jama'ah, its first victims being those members who already have the 

predisposing factors of the disease, ie, those who are least immune against it.  An 

active and productive worker may be slowed down by seeing others stagnant.  This 

happens in spite of the fact that the affected person realizes that he did not join the 

Da'wah to serve others' purposes, but to serve his own purpose.  If others give up 

their purposes, why should you give up yours?! 

In most cases, a person does not want to declare his weakness; he does not want to 

admit that the reason for not participating in the Jama'ah's activities is his reluctance 

and weakness.  In order to cover up his feebleness, he starts making up excuses 

which,he thinks, might help blinding others to his defects.   

The sick person will start spreading rumors about the many things he wanted to do 

but failed to do them because of the corruption that the Jama'ah has been plagued 

with.. In other words, he tries to blame the structure and system of the Jama'ah 

which, according to his claim, does not provide a healthy environment for his 

creative and ingenious ideas to be implemented.  Whenever he realizes that his 

excuse has become stale, he tries another one which, in most cases, is worse than 

the one before.  He keeps on slandering the Jama'ah and spreading rumors about it, 

trying to demolish that which he was not able to build. 

Once the Jama'ah intervenes to stop the spread of this disease, those infected with it 

gather together forming a block, a foreign body or tumor, within the body of the 

Jama'ah.  Suddenly, those who were reluctant to spend any effort to support the 

truth have become incredibly energetic and fight furiously to defend their new 

position in falsehood. 
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Treatment: 

Starting the treatment as early as possible is the way to save a great deal of time 

and effort and, insha-Allah, is more likely to bring about success.  So the key is to 

discover the disease as soon as it emerges.  The following steps should be followed 

once the disease has been discovered: 

1. The situation of the sick person should be examined in detail in order to find 

out the reason for this weakness.  If any problem seems to be the underlying 

cause, it should be treated promptly. 

2. If no problem is detected and the loss of Himmah seems to be the cause of 

the disease, the person should be gently reminded of the cause he is working 

for, softly guided and gently and sincerely advised. 

3. A follow-up should be maintained from the Jama'ah to make sure the problem 

does not recur. 

If the person has already reached the late stage of the disease, ie, blaming the 

Jama'ah for his own faults, he should be reminded of Allah and His Wrath; blamed 

for criticizing others while he, himself, has so many shortcomings. 
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 THE EDUCATIONAL GROUPS 

The Islamic Da'wah has adopted the approach of educational groups in order to 

maintain the torch of Iman lit in the hearts of its individuals, and attempt to turn this 

feeling into effective work that will, insha' Allah, bring about victory to Islam and 

Muslims.  The educational group (Usrah)2, which consists of an educator and a 

number of brothers/sisters, is the smallest unit of the Islamic work; the rate of 

progress of the Movement is directly proportional to the level of its individuals which 

is, in turn, a function of the degree of success of the Usrah.   

The objective of this article is to draw the attention to the importance of such 

groups, show the pillars that these groups need to be based upon, in accordance to 

the writings of Imam Al-Banna, may Allah have mercy on him, and to highlight some 

of the manners and etiquette that the brothers should follow during their meetings. 

Importance of Usrahs: 

The importance of the Usrahs could be summarized in three major points: 

          1.   The atmosphere of brotherhood during group meetings helps to recharge the 

brothers' Iman, thus supplying them with energy necessary to perform their work.  

The successful groups are those whose individuals realize that their meetings are 

exclusively for the sake of Allah, and feel that Allah (SWT) is telling His angels that 

He is pleased with His mindful servants, especially at a time when most of the people 

are unaware of Him or the Hereafter. 

Imam Al-Banna wrote: "Only Allah knows how many nights we spent reviewing the 

situation of our Ummah in all aspects of life, analyzing and diagnosing the disease, 

and trying to think of an effective remedy for it; sometimes we are so touched to the 

extent of bursting into tears." 

          2.   Usrah meetings constitute the most suitable environment for receiving 

awareness and understanding about the Islamic Movement, according to a 

concentrated, precise curriculum.  There is usually ample time to explain the 

concepts, analyze the situation and discuss various matters relating to the Da'wah, 

with no embarrassment or shyness. 

          3.   These meetings constitute the `launching pad' from which the brothers/sisters 

are set in motion for supporting this Da'wah.  During the meeting, a member 

receives commands and directions to be implemented and discuss with his educator 

and the other brothers any problems, suggestions, solutions, etc. 

                                                 
    2 Usrah: family, clan 
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PILLARS OF THE USRAH MEETINGS: 

Imam Al-Banna summarizes the pillars of the Usrah in three major points: Ta'aruf, 

Tafahum and Takaful.  He wrote in the message of `Al-Usrah' 

1. Ta'aruf (Mutual Acquaintance): 

This is the first pillar; so get to know each other, love each other, and feel the 

meaning of perfect companionship among yourselves; do your best so that nothing 

disturbs your relationship.  Always remember the holy Ayat and the noble Ahadith : 

"Believers are but a single Brotherhood", "And hold fast, all of you together, 

by the Rope of Allah, and be not divided", "The believers, to one another, 

are like a strong building, each part of it supports the rest" (Bukhari & 

Muslim).  "The parable of the believers in their mutual affection and mercy is 

that of a single part, whenever one organ suffers, the rest of the body 

responds with fever and sleeplessness" (Bukhari & Muslim). 

These commands of Allah and His Apostle, after the early Muslims, have been only a 

matter of words on the tongues of many of those who claim to be Muslims, or 

imaginations in their minds.  Your task, Dear Brothers/sisters, is to try to implement 

these commands in your life, in order to re-establish an Ummah based on brother-

hood for the sake of Allah.  I hope you will do so and it is Allah (SWT) Who is your 

Helper and Supporter.  Ta'aruf is reflected in so many aspects, e.g., knowing your 

brother's family, especially his father and brothers, and knowing about your brother's 

social life, etc. 

2. Tafahum (Mutual Understanding): 

Keep straight on the way of Truth, do as Allah has commanded, abstain from what 

He has forbidden, hold yourselves accountable for your deeds.  After that, let every 

member give his brothers sincere advice whenever he observes something wrong 

with him; and let everyone of you accept his brother's advice with great esteem and 

thankfulness. 

And here are the steps the brother giving the advice should follow:  

First, to overlook his brother's mistake, think good about him and hope it was only a 

slip; 

Secondly, if, without trying to `hunt' for mistakes, he finds that it was not a slip, 

but a real defect in his brother, he should give him advice, following the guidance of 

Prophet (PBUH) in this respect; 
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Finally, if his brother does not respond, he should inform his educator about his 

brother's defect.  In the mean time, his feeling towards his brother should not be 

affected at all.   

And let the brother who is receiving the advice avoid arrogance, stubbornness or any 

change in his feeling towards his brother. 

3. Takaful (Solidarity or Mutual Responsibility): 

This is part of faith as well as the heart of brotherhood.  Let everyone of you check 

on his brother's situation and help him as much as he could.  The Prophet (PBUH) 

said: "The dearest person in the sight of Allah is he who is most beneficial to 

others.  The best deed in the sight of Allah is to bring pleasure to the heart 

of a Muslim, to relieve his hardship, to pay his debt, or relieve his hunger.  

To walk with a brother to bring some benefit to him is better for me than 

staying for a month in this Masjid.  Whoever controls himself in anger, Allah 

will cover him; and whoever conceals his rage, while able to revenge, Allah 

will fill his heart with hope on the Day of Resurrection.  Whoever walks with 

his brother until he bring him him some benefit, Allah will stabilize his feet 

on the Day when the feet slip"  (Tabarani) 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE USRAH MEETING TIME: 

The distribution of the study circle “Usrah” meeting time could revolve around the 

following frame: 

- Opening remarks                                      5 minutes 

(Always with Dua’ and remembrance of Allah (SWT) and His Blessings upon the 

Usrah members as workers for His Cause seeking His guidance and forgiveness) 

- Holy Quran Recitation with Tajweed                                           10 minutes 

(Particular attention to perfect the tajweed of the members and encouraging their 

recitation of the Quran as well as an emphasis on the meanings of Quran and pearls 

of tafsir.) 

(Always included as part of the weekly program even if pressed for time) 

- A Word of Wisdom and a reminder ( Kha’tera)                                       5 minutes 

(Emphasis is placed on tazkiyah and spiritual uplifting of the individuals as well as 

building the character of the believer and addressing any shortcomings or mistakes 

noted) 

(Inviting a guest speaker adds to the flavor of the Usrah and enriches its contents) 

- The Educational Program of the usra                                     60 minutes 

(The comprehensive educational program of the meeting which should include three 
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topics of study in a rotational manner or based on the experience or advice of the 

counselor of the group.  MAS has prepared tarbiya programs for the different levels 

of its members. A guideline of such a study program is presented in another article 

of this magazine titled: “The Library – An Important Component of an Islamic Family 

or Organization”) 

(Each of the three topic sessions should run approximately for 20 minutes including a 

healthy round of questions and discussion) 

(A good portion of the study and work should also be done before the Usra in 

preparation for a useful presentation and discussion of the topics reviewed)   

(The utilization of innovative ways of presentation are encouraged as well as the use 

of audio-visual modalities of presentation) 

(Occasional guest invitation may enhance the Usrah and help address some of the 

issues that occasionally may not be covered by the educational program) 

- Social interactions                            15 minutes 

(Strenghtening the ties of brotherhood and sisterhood and getting to know one 

another in a true sense is the purpose of this session. Recognizing any member’s 

needs and social circumstances and addressing them are essential to the goals of the 

Usrah.) 

(This also includes enhancing the social ties and relationships between the families of 

the Usrah members and carrying out extracurricular social functions to help enhance 

those social ties) 

- Practical activities: overview & follow-up                                              15 minutes 

(SEE UNDER THE PRACTICAL PROGRAM OF THE USRAH) 

(Follow-up on required assignments and responsibilities) 

- Concluding remarks, assignments and Du’a                                          10 minutes 

(Summaries and conclusions as well as next week’s assignments in the educational 

program) 

(Concluding dua’) 

(Date, time and place of the next week’s meeting) 

THE PRACTICAL PROGRAM OF THE USRAH: 

The practical program of the Usrah is a set of voluntary acts that reflect the deeds 

“Amal” that should always accompany and follow the knowledge. Examples of such 

practical activities are: 

-Attending congregational prayers ( Salat Al-jamaa’h) in the mosque daily. 
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-Reciting the Holy Quran Daily (one chapter daily to preferably complete the 

recitation in a month). 

-Reading the Mathou’rat ( the selected prayers) daily with repentance (Isti’ghfaar) 

and remembrance of Allah (SWT) after each prayer as prescribed. 

-Learning the rules of tajweed at the mosque and with the scholars. 

-Performing an adequate level of exercises and sports to strengthen the body. 

-Joining the camps, trips and picnics of the brothers or sisters and enhancing the 

social ties to them. 

-Building own knowledge base and enhancing the Islamic information by research 

and reading. 

-Qiyyam Al-Lai’l (nightly prayers) at least once monthly, if not more often and 

attending these activities in the local mosques. 

-Active participation in the affairs of the local mosques, community centers, and  

service organizations as well as being of assistance and help to other Muslims and 

people around. 

-Visiting the ill and attending to the needs of their families as well as visiting the 

cemetery (in the manner acceptable Islamically) to remember human weakness and 

death. 

-Fasting at least three days of each month in accordance with the Sunnah of the 

prophet peace be upon him. 

-Joining others in organizing, planning and attending the various programs and 

activities at the local Islamic centers. 

For the study circle “Usra” meeting to show its fruits, certain ettiquettes and 

manners are essential. Such manners include the following 

Etiquette Of Usrah: 

The following manners and not words to be memorized; rather, they are commands 

to be implemented; and the more a brother sticks to these commands, the more 

understanding he has about his Jama'ah: 

1. Sincerity to Allah: 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "Actions are but by intention; and everyone 

(will be reckoned according to) his intention" (Bukhari & Muslim). Therefore, 

every brother should remember every time he meets with his brothers that their 

intention in gathering should be to attain the pleasure of Allah (SWT) and hope that 

their meeting will benefit them on the Day of Judgement. 
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2. Getting Ready for Usrah: 

A brother should come to the Usrah well-prepared; and should blame himself 

strongly if he fails to prepare, since this does not only delay the progress of the 

Jama'ah, but makes him miss a great reward from Allah.  A brother should also take 

notes during the week of what he thinks is important information that the Jama'ah 

may benefit from. 

3. Punctuality: 

Punctuality is a believer's manner; it is also an indication of commitment and 

abidance.  Whoever neglects in this respect may be more negligent in other respects.  

The point is not how late you are; a brother may be an hour late and apologizes for 

it, while another may be a few minutes late but refuses to apologize. 

4. Asking for Permission to Enter: 

Allah (SWT) says in Surat-un-Noor: "O you who believe! Do not enter houses 

other than your own until you have asked permission and greeted (with 

Salaam) those in them; that is better for you, in order that you may 

remember.  And if you find no one therein, still do not enter until permission 

has been given.  And if you are asked to go back, go back, for it is purer for 

you, and Allah is Knower of what you do" (24:27-8) 

One should not stand facing the door; rather should turn either to the right or to the 

left. 

5. Salaam: 

After being given permission to enter, a brother should greet his brothers by saying 

"Assalamu Alaikum"; it is better to add: "Warahmat-ul-Lah Wa Barakatuh". 

Imran ibn Husain, may Allah be pleased with him said: "We were with Allah's Apostle 

(PBUH) when a man came and said: Assalamu Alaikum"; the Prophet (PBUH) 

returned the salaam and said: `Ten'. Another man came and said: "Assalamu 

Alaikum Warahmat-ul-Lah"; the prophet replied and then said: `Twenty'.  Finally a 

man came and said: "Assalamu Alaikum Warahmat-ul-Lah Wa Barakatuh"; the 

Prophet replied and said: `Thirty'".  In this Hadith the Prophet (PBUH) is teaching 

us that by adding "Warahmat-ul-Lah" and Wa Barakatuh", one gets more reward 

from Allah (SWT). 

Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, that the Prophet (PBUH) said: "You 

will not enter Jannah until you love one another.  Shall I guide you to 

something that if you do you will love each other? Spread `Salaam' among 

you" (Muslim). 
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Then the rest of the brothers should answer: "Wa Alaikum Assalam Wa Rahmat-ul-

Lah Wa Barakatuh" "And when you are greeted with a greeting; greet in 

return with what is better than it, or (at least) return it equally.  Certainly 

ALlah is ever a careful Account-Taker of all things" (4:86) 

Then the coming brother should shake hands with his brothers. Anas was once 

asked: "Did you shake hands during the time of the Prophet (PBUH)"; he answered: 

"Yes". 

6. Sitting Down: 

The brothers should not stand up to greet their coming brother, and should observe 

the manners of Islam.  Anas said: The companions did not love anyone more than 

they loved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), yet when they saw him they did not stand 

up because they knew he did not like being stood up for". 

The comer should sit down wherever he finds a space, and should not sit between 

two persons unless give him permission to do so.  The Prophet (PBUH) forbade that a 

man be asked to stand up for another one to sit in his place, but Muslims should 

make spaces for each other. 

7. Talking and Listening: 

It is a teaching of the Prophet (PBUH) that the speech should be clear and 

understandable.  Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her said that the Prophet (PBUH) 

spoke clearly so that everybody would understand.  She also said that the Prophet 

(PBUH) spoke very briefly that if one would find no difficulty counting his words. 

A brother should never speak in a boastful manner, but should make his words very 

simple and never let his brothers feel that he is more knowledgeable than any of 

them. 

It is better to avoid unnecessary repetition and lengthy speeches.  Abdullah ibn 

Mas'ud used to speak to people every Thursday.  He was asked: "Why don't you 

speak to us everyday?"  He answered: "What prevents me from doing so is that 

Allah's Apostle (PBUH) spoke to us once in a while in, lest we should get bored". 

A brother should choose what is good to say.  The Prophet (PBUH) said: "Whoever 

believes in Allah and the Last Day should utter good speech or remain 

silent" (Bukhari & Muslim) 

The rest of the brothers should listen carefully to their brother's speech and not 

interrupt him until he finishes; they should never show him that they already know 

what he is saying.  If he makes a mistake, they should correct him politely.  Ata' ibn 
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Rabah said: "Sometimes a young man talks to me about something, and I listen to 

him even though I already heard it before he was even born". 

8. Alertness and Writing: 

A brother should do his best not to miss any point during the Usrah; the best way to 

do that is to take notes, especially of things he is asked to do. 

9. Discussion: 

Discussion should be calm; no shouting, "And be moderate in your walking and 

lower your voice.  Verily the harshest of all voices is the braying of the ass" 

(31:19) 

The objective of any discussion should only be to seek the truth and not to win the 

argument.  Imam Al-Safi'i said: "Every time I argue with someone, I hope that the 

truth comes on his tongue".  Of course, argument for its own sake is forbidden in 

Islam. 

10. Confidentiality: 

The brothers should not publicly mention anything that takes place during Usrah. 

"When there comes to them some matter touching safety or fear, they make 

it known (among the people), if they had only referred it to the Apostle or 

TO THOSE CHARGED WITH AUTHORITY FROM THEM, the proper 

investigators would have understood it from them" (4:83). 

11. Ending the Meeting: 

The members should feel at the end of the meeting that they are leaving a blessed 

place which they ask Allah (SWT) to bring them back to.  They should end their 

gathering with Du'a'. 
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 SHUMUL 

 (COMPREHENSIVENESS) OF THE DA'WAH 

 AND THE DA'IAH 

INTRODUCTION: 

Islam is the only valid Deen in the sight of Allah; it is the Truth and the Light. Allah 

(SWT) says: "Verily the only Deen (way of life) in the sight of Allah is Islam" 

(3:19) 

When we mention Shumul (comprehensiveness) we mean the unique property of 

Islam as a Deen that comprises all aspects of life, both in this world and the 

Hereafter. "This day have I perfected your Deen for you, completed My favor 

upon you, and chosen for you Islam as you Deen" (5:3) 

By looking around, one can clearly see that most of the reformers have confined 

themselves in dealing with only certain aspects of life, whether social, political, 

economical, etc.  It should be realized, however, that it is only Islam that comprises 

all such aspects and is the only system capable of reforming the whole life of human 

beings 

WHAT IS COMPREHENSIVENESS? 

Allah (SWT) says: "And We have sent down to you the Book explaining all 

things" (16:89), "And all things have We explained in detail" (17:12) 

The Muslims have understood from these and other Ayahs that there is no issue in 

the whole life for which there is no injunction that could be drawn from the Qur'an or 

the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).  Such injunctions collectively form the 

Deen of Islam; and a Muslim is one who submits to all the injunctions of Allah. "And 

who is better in Deen than him who submits his face to Allah" (4:125) 

Comprehensiveness (Shumul) is one of the unique characters of Islam.  Islam is not 

a religion that is confined to spiritual rites, nor is it restricted to politics and 

economics; rather, Islam is a complete way of life which organizes the relationship of 

one with his Lord, with himself, his family and his community; the relationship 

between the individual and the state, and among states. 

Imam Hassan Al-Banna said: "Islam is a comprehensive system that comprises all 

aspects of life; it is state and country; morals and might; mercy and justice; 

education and legislation; material power and wealth; Jihad and Da'wah; army and 

ideology, in the same way as it is belief and ritual acts of worship". 

This comprehensive nature makes Islam superior to all other systems; Islam is from 

Allah (SWT), while other systems are designed and set by mortal, ignorant and 
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helpless human beings. "Do you know better? Or does Allah know better?" 

(2:140), "Allah knows and you do not know" (2:216), "Should He not know 

what He created? And He is the One that understands the finest mysteries, 

the Aware" (67:14) 

Let us take a look at some of the innumerable aspects of life that Islam comprises to 

realize its all-embracing nature: 

1. Belief and Acts of Worship: 

Gabriel (PBUH) came to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in the form of a man to ask him 

about Iman and Islam so that the Sahabah may learn about their Deen.  Among 

what Gabriel asked was: "O Muhammad! Tell me about Islam". The Prophet 

(PBUH) answered: "Islam is to testify that there is no god but Allah and that 

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; perform Salah; pay Zakah; fast 

Ramadan; and make Hajj to the House if you can".  From this Hadith, we could 

clearly see two aspects of Islam: 

First, belief or Aqidah: This is the most important aspect of Islam, since it describes 

the relationship between man and his Lord, and outlines for him the way to become 

a sincere servant of Allah (SWT), whereby he is freed from all kinds of Shirk and 

becomes completely submissive to his Lord, the Lord of the Worlds; all this is 

included in the first part of the Shahadah: `La ilaha illa Allah'.  The second part, 

`Muhammad Rasul Allah', gives a believer the practical example to follow in his 

life and the way through which he should receive the commands of Allah (SWT). 

Second, acts of worship or Ibadat: This aspect is included in the other four pillars 

of Islam: Salah, Zakah, Sawm and Hajj.  All these rites should be performed with the 

sincere intention to obey Allah and get closer to Him. 

2. Social Life: 

Islam is a communal religion; it helps build the righteous community in the same 

way it builds the righteous individual.  Furthermore, Islam considers the righteous 

community to be necessary for the production of righteous individuals in the same 

way that a fertile soil is necessary to produce healthy plants. 

In order to achieve the Muslim society, Islam outlines the relationships among its 

members; it describes one's duties toward his parents, spouse, relatives, fellow 

country people as well as humanity in general.  Special emphasis is placed on the es-

tablishment of the Muslim family so that it may produce righteous men and women.  

Islam considers raising a family one of the most desirable acts of righteousness. 
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3. Economic Life: 

Some people have the wrong concept that a Deen cannot be related in any way with 

economics since these two are on opposite extremes; economics is concerned with 

strictly material aspects, while religion, they think, is confined to ways of satisfying 

one's spiritual needs.  This idea, however, is completely rejected by Islam; the 

Qur'an considers wealth a basis for good life: "And give not unto the foolish your 

property which Allah has made a means of support for you, but feed them 

and clothe them therewith" (4:5) 

Islam depicts the various sources of sustenance, and describes the ways of 

generating wealth from such sources.  It describes in detail all injunctions pertaining 

to selling and buying goods, rentals, loans, investment, etc.  The Islamic view of 

economy is unique; it is neither communism nor capitalism; rather, it is a unique 

system free from all deficiencies inasmuch as it is set by Almighty Allah, Lord of the 

Worlds.   

4. Political System: 

Islam does not overlook politics and its influence on individuals and society. Instead, 

it determines precisely the relationship between the ruler and the people, setting 

solid criteria that guarantee the rights of both sides and prevent tyranny as well as 

anarchy.  Islam also has its unique political system which is different from, and 

superior to, all man-made systems.  Furthermore, the idea of separation between 

religion and state has no foundation in Islam; on the contrary, Islam considers state 

administration as part of Deen and as a way of worshipping Allah. 

5. Culture and Education: 

Allah has honored Adam (PBUH), and his children, with the ability to think and 

acquire knowledge; knowledge enabled Adam (PBUH) to become Allah's viceroy on 

earth.  Therefore, Islam urges its followers to think creatively and avoid inflexibility 

and unquestioning adoption.  Islam honors Ulama' (scholars) and considers them 

heirs to the Prophets; when a Muslim seeks knowledge, it is as if he is traveling on a 

road to Jannah. Allah (SWT) has made it an obligation on the Muslim Ummah that a 

number of its people specialize in every field of knowledge.   

Nothing indicates the importance of knowledge in Islam more than the fact that the 

first Ayat revealed to the Prophet (PBUH) are calling people toward reading and 

knowledge: "Read! In the Name of your Lord, who has created (all)" (95:1) 

In another Surah, "Say: My Lord! Increase me in knowledge" (20:114). 
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The aforementioned aspects of Islam are but a few examples to illustrate the 

comprehensiveness of this Divinely-ordained way of life.  Unfortunately, most of the 

Da'iahs in recent times have restricted themselves to one or a few aspects of Islam 

and neglected all others. Therefore, their Da'wahs have not been able to survive the 

challenges Muslims are facing, nor were they able to satisfy the needs of the Muslim 

Ummah.  To summon people to such an all-inclusive Deen, a Da'wah should also 

include all aspects of life. The Islamic Da'wah is not a political party, even though 

reign is among its objectives; it is not a school for Fiqh and Shari'ah, even though it 

urges its members to acquire knowledge of Shari'ah from its authentic sources; it is 

not a news agency or a publication firm, yet it considers news coverage and 

publishing books parts of its activities; it is not a military organization, even though 

it is very keen to revive the spirit of Jihad in the hearts of its members; it is not a 

charitable organization, even though it helps the orphans and the widows, 

establishes health-care facilities and builds Masjids.  Yes, Da'wah is not any one of 

the above, instead, it is all of the above.  Under certain circumstances, however, the 

need may arise to give one or more of these aspects the priority above others.  

COMPREHENSIVENESS IN DA'IAH 

The first Da'iah (caller) to Islam is Prophet Muhammad (PBUH); Allah (SWT) says:              

"O Prophet! Verily We have sent you as a witness, a bringer of glad tidings 

and a warner, and as one who invites (i.e., a Da'iah) to Allah, by His leave, 

and as a Lamp spreading light" (33:45-46),  "And invite (them) to your 

Lord.  Verily you (O Muhammad) are indeed on a right way" (22:67) 

Complying with his Lord's commands, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) kept striving in 

delivering the Message until the end of his life. 

The above and other Ayat which commands the Apostle (PBUH) to make Da'wah 

extends to include all Muslims. Scholars say, all commands directed to Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) should be carried out by his followers as well, except where the 

exception has been made that a certain command is specifically directed to him 

alone.  Since no exceptions were made here, all the Ummah of Muhammad (PBUH) 

have to deliver the message of Islam to others.  Allah (SWT) says: "Say: This is my 

way; I invite to Allah on clear evidence, and so does whosoever follows me" 

(12:108), "And who is better in speech than him who invites to Allah, works 

righteousness and says: I am one of the Muslims" (41:33) 

In order for a Muslim to be able to perform that sublime task, Da'wah, he/she has to 

have certain qualities.   
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Among such qualities are: 

1. Clear Understanding of Islam: 

And by understanding we mean the correct understanding of Islam, based on its two 

principal sources, i.e. the Qur'an and the Sunnah.  This understanding establishes in 

the Da'iah's mind the criteria which he should use to judge all major as well as minor 

issues he might encounter during his whole life.  Having attained the required level 

of understanding, a Da'iah will come out with proper judgement for issues which 

confuse those who lack this understanding. This will help the Da'iah hold fast to the 

right even in presence of overwhelming opposition. The Tarbiya programs of MAS 

provide such a clear understanding of Islam. 

2. Knowledge of Da'wah: 

A Da'iah should understand all aspects of his Da'wah: its foundation from Qur'an and 

Sunnah; general policies of Jama'ah; details of approaches and injunctions relevant 

to the various aspects of the Da'wah.   

A Da'iah should know as much as he could about those aspects and should be willing 

to make up any deficiency in his knowledge. The Tarbiya programs of MAS provide 

such knowledge.  

3. Firm Belief:   

This stage follows understanding and is sometimes referred to as `understanding by 

heart'.  A person who has attained this stage is not only intellectually convinced that 

what he carries is the truth, but he also becomes willing to defend his belief with his 

effort, time, wealth and everything. 

4. Reliance on Allah: 

A Da'iah should be strongly linked to his Lord; his belief that Allah (SWT) is the 

Creator and Sustainer of this universe, and that only that which He wills happens, 

should result in his complete reliance on Allah (SWT) in the success of his Da'wah.  If 

he performs his duties and does not seem to gain success, he does not get 

frustrated. If he succeeds, he knows that it is all from Allah so pride does not invade 

his heart. 

A Da'iah in whom the above qualities are fulfilled is willing to persist on striving in 

the cause of Islam and never gives up  This is because such a Da'iah is always 

yearning to the Hereafter and to what Allah has prepared in it for those who strive in 

His cause. At the same time he realizes how worthless the conveniences of this life 

are and, therefore, cannot be tempted to forsake his Da'wah for any material bene-

fits.  The lack of the above factors results in the opposite; i.e. the Da'iah can very 
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easily be intimidated to give up his Da'wah or is willing to trade it for earthly benefits 

such as wealth, status, position, etc. 

5. Good Example: 

Practicing what one preaches makes the difference between a successful and a futile 

Da'iah. Prophet Shu'aib told his people:"I wish not to do that which I forbid you to 

do" (Holy Qur'an 11:88) 

6. Updating One's Techniques: 

A Da'iah should always keep training on various methods of Da'wah and make use of 

modern innovations in delivering his message.  He should also benefit from the 

experience of others. 

7. Awareness of Current Situation: 

A Da'iah cannot live and make Da'wah in today's world while isolated from the 

present situation and events taking place around the world. 

8. Moral Values: 

This means possessing the following basic Islamic moral characters. 

a. Taqwa (God-fearingness): 

A Da'iah should avoid not only Haram things, but also those things which are 

doubtful (Shubha). 

b. Lowering One's Gaze: 

Gazing at Haram produces lust in one's heart, and lust is the first step to committing 

sins. 

c. Protection of One's Tongue: 

A Da'iah should avoid uttering any vain speech, gossip or using obscene words and 

expressions. 

d. Patience and Perseverance: 

Such qualities help the Da'iah cope with hardships he might encounter on the road of 

Da'wah. 

e. Truthfulness: 

Truthfulness makes the difference between a believer and a hypocrite.  Truthfulness 

should be observed in both speech and deeds. 

f. Mercy: Towards all human beings, especially believers. 

g. Humbleness: Which is one of the most sublime qualities of a Da'iah. It can only 

be reached through cognizance of oneself and of Allah (SWT). 
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h. Sacrifice and Self-denial: 

A Da'iah should be willing to give up everything for the sake of his Da'wah: wealth, 

time, effort, etc. 

i. Cooperation and Love: 

To summarize, one may say that a Da'iah should possess all possible kinds of 

strength: Aqidah, ideology, physical strength, moral character, education and 

culture, knowledge and diligent work, thus fulfilling the command of Allah: "And 

prepare for them all you can of power" (8:60), and of His Messenger: "The 

strong believer is better in the sight of Allah and more beloved to Him than 

the weak believer, and in both there is good" (Muslim). 
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 THE IMPORTANCE OF TARBIYA 

 IN THE LIFE OF INDIVIDUALS 

The Islamic Tarbiyah3 is of utmost importance for the success of Da'wah.  A Muslim 

brother lives nowadays in an atmosphere in which the spirit of Islam is very weak or 

even absent.  The role of Tarbiyah, therefore, is to create an Islamic environment for 

the brother to live in. 

Since the time of the Greek Civilization, many schools of education have appeared; 

all of them are limited to certain times, places or communities; and the supporters of 

each school claimed it to be the best.  The common problem with all those schools of 

education is that none of them dealt with the human being on the basis of his 

Fitrah4, and therefore failed to bring him happiness.  Only through a system that 

deals with man on the basis of his Fitrah is man able to accomplish his role in this 

life; and there is no such system except the Islamic Tarbiyah. 

Definition of Islamic Tarbiyah: 

Tarbiyah is but an advanced means of supporting the beliefs of a people, 

immortalizing such beliefs and transferring them, undistorted, to the following 

generations.  So Tarbiyah could be defined as: The continuous, diligent effort that 

parents and educators make in order to bring up a new generation based on Aqidah; 

or it is the harmonious exploitation of all available, legitimate means in order to 

establish the Muslim individual and make him capable of successfully performing his 

role in this life, while adapting with various circumstances.   

Properties of Islamic Tarbiyah: 

The Islamic Tarbiyah, by virtue of its qualities, is unique among all systems of 

education; some of those properties are: 

          1.   Unlike other systems, the Islamic Tarbiyah links Muslims to the source of their 

Aqidah, i.e., Allah (SWT).  

          2.  Humanity has never known such an educational system that is as comprehensive 

as the Islamic Tarbiyah.  By comprehensiveness (Shumul) it is meant that Islam 

deals with all the various aspects of human existence: the body, the mind and the 

soul.  It also regulates and organizes all walks of life of both individuals and 

communities. 

                                                 
    3 Tarbiyah: education, upbringing, training 

    4 Fitrah: nature, natural disposition, innate character 
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          3.   In spite of this Shumul and versatility, their is only one goal of Islamic Tarbiyah, 

and that is to attain the pleasure of Allah (SWT); so it is a single way and a single 

objective. 

The Good Example: 

It has been said that the one who utters wisdom and the one who listens to it are 

partners; and the one who applies the wisdom more has got the greater share of it.  

So start with educating yourself in order that your students follow you.  Imam 

Ahmad was asked about a person who sought to learn a great deal of Hadith.  He 

said: "He should apply as much as he learns." 

A Da'iah should give others good example of his Da'wah.  Whenever you observe 

some weakness in a group of individuals, the most probable underlying cause of such 

weakness is a weak educator.  This rule does have exceptions, however. 

The best way for an educator to become a good example is to learn as much as he 

could about the Seerah of the Prophet (PBUH), who was a living example of this 

Divine Da'wah.  For every circumstance a Da'iah finds himself in, he will find a 

similar incident in the Seerah.  So learning the Seerah along with the Qur'an, 

especially with respect to matters of Da'wah, provides the Da'iah with a precise 

criterion and a light to judge rightfully in otherwise confusing issues. 

Imam Al-Banna wrote: "I remember that during the time of those problems (a few of 

Ikhwan left the Jama'ah as a result of something in their hearts, then started causing 

problems and spread rumors about the Ikhwan) I gave a lecture about the 

excellence of purity of the heart, wishing well for everybody and taking the 

opportunities of Islamic occasions to reconciliate between people in quarrel.  After 

giving the lecture I sat down alone and started having a harsh discussion with 

myself: `Do you enjoin righteousness on the people and forget (to practice 

it) yourselves5.  What is this?  Allah loves him who is soft-hearted and hates him 

who is harsh in his quarrel to others.6  "Shall I tell you about something that is 

better in rank that Qiyam, Sawm and Sadaqah? Reconciliation between 

people"7.   

                                                 
    5 2:44 

    6 A meaning of Hadith reported by Bukhari and Muslim 

    7 Hadith reported by Abu Daud, Termidhi and Ahmad 
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"Reconciliation is better"8.  Do I say all this to people and not get affected by it?  

This is by no means right!  One has to purify his heart and resist the rage of anger 

and the urge to revenge for oneself; and I have to try that in reality on myself.  And 

even though I am not at fault and did not start the offense, but still I have to try.'  

So I took the pen and wrote to that group's leader that I was willing to forget about 

the past and to accept them back to the arrays of the Ikhwan, if they so wished.  If 

they accepted my offer on the basis of mutual forgiveness, then may Allah thank 

them, and I have forgiven them, so let them, too, and forgive me.  But if they 

wished to settle the matter on the basis of judgement, so let them choose whom 

they wanted as a judge, and I would accept him."  The Imam then wrote: "I really 

felt a great relief and pleasure with this behavior which seems to be done out of 

weakness; but I believe that it was an act of great strength, since I meant to obey 

Allah by doing it". 

The martyred Imam also wrote: "Every Da'wah has certain characters; and the 

Da'wah of Al-Ikhwan, I think, has its own characters.  We tend to realize some of 

those characters and overlook others;I hope that we observe all of them and try to 

realize them as much as we could so that the success may be complete, insha' Allah.  

Among these characters are: Constructiveness; our Da'wah builds and does not 

demolish, and acts positively towards everything.  Another character is the agree-

ment between words and deeds, so let us learn our Law which is sufficient, and then 

let us follow what is in it." 

Consequences of Inadequate Tarbiyah: 

Fitnah9 often results from self-admiration with respect to opinion; it usually results 

from weakness in one's soul, inadequate understanding of the basics of Da'wah and 

poor Tarbiyah.  Fitnah usually starts so small that it goes unnoticed for a while; but it 

gradually grows bigger and bigger, and only Allah knows how heavy the resulting 

loss may be.  A poorly educated person acts out of his emotions, while he who has 

had enough Tarbiyah measures every single act with the infallible criterion of Aqidah; 

and what a difference there is between the two kinds of action!  The emotional 

person may rush into the wrong direction, sometimes dragging others with him, 

causing problems to the Da'wah which are sometimes not recoverable. 

 

                                                 
    8 4:128 

    9 Fitnah: trial, causing people to turn away from truth 
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Examples of Tarbiyah: 

Imam Al-Banna wrote: "I once visited brother Sayyed Abus-Su'ud in his shop and 

saw brother Mustafa Yusuf buying a bottle of perfume from him.  The buyer insisted 

on paying ten piasters for the bottle while the seller insisted on taking only eight.  

And each one of them was very firm in his position.  I was deeply touched by this 

sight; I asked to see the invoice with which the merchant bought the perfume; he 

paid 96 piasters for the dozen.  I said to Sayyed: `My Brother!  If you do not want to 

make a profit from your friend, and your enemy does not buy from you, how are you 

going to earn a living?  He said: `My brother and I are like one person.'  I turned to 

Mustafa and said to him: `Why do not you accept your brother's hospitality?'  He 

answered: `If I bought it somewhere else, I would pay ten for it, so I would rather 

pay the same to my brother.'  Finally, they both agreed on nine piasters.  It really is 

not a matter of one or two piasters, but this sublime feeling among the brothers 

that, had it spread among Muslims, they would have led a happy and secure life." 

The Imam also wrote: "Some brothers knew that one of their brothers was out of 

job.  More than ten of them came whispering to me offering all what they had in 

savings to help their brother.  I accepted help from only a few of them and thanked 

the rest; they left sorry that they missed such an opportunity to help their brother." 

Means of Tarbiyah: 

Unlike in earthly systems, In Islam,  legitimate objectives do not justify unlawful 

means.  The Da'wah has employed some means among which are: 

1. Sports: 

This serves as a means of gathering youth, build their bodies and teach them 

obedience, cooperation and love of Jama'ah. 

2. Stories: 

Especially the Qur'anic stories, Seerah of the Prophet (PBUH) and the stories of the 

early Muslims. 

3. Books on Islamic concepts: 

These explain clearly the concepts of Islam in order to help build a correct 

understanding which is one of the most important aspects of a brother's personality. 

4. Living in groups 

5. Meditation and contemplation on the creation of Allah (SWT). 

Objective of Tarbiyah: 

The earthly systems aim at establishing the so-called `good citizen' who fulfills 

certain criteria.   
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On the other hand, the objective of Islam is to build the `good human being'.  From 

the very beginning of the Islamic Da'wah, Allah (SWT) made it clear that this 

message was for all humanity: "Verily this is no less than a Message to all the 

Worlds" (81:27).  Islam establishes the human soul, mind and body according to 

the Way Allah (SWT) commanded, so that he may be able to fulfill his role on earth 

which is to worship Allah, and act as His viceroy on this earth, "And I have created 

the jinn and mankind only that they might worship Me" (51:56), "And when 

your Lord said unto the angels: I am about to create a viceroy in the earth" 

(2:38) 

So a Muslim is always in connection with his Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 80

 DUTIES OF TODAY'S MUSLIM 

 DA'IAH 

Once Iman has been well established in a believer's heart, he begins to realize and 

appreciate the great bounty Allah (SWT) has bestowed on him; if it had not been for 

the guidance of Allah, he would never have been guided.  With this guidance, a 

Muslim leads a happy and peaceful life in this world; and in the Hereafter, insha' 

Allah, he will attain the eternal happiness Allah has promised the righteous. 

Due to his appreciation of this grace from Allah, a Muslim tries his best to maintain it 

and be grateful to his Lord, and to live and die in a state of Islam.  And in order to be 

able to lead an Islamic life, a Muslim should live in an environment where Islam 

dominates people's belief and conduct, so he needs to live among other Muslim 

brothers who could help him stay on the right path. 

Out of his appreciation of the message he carries, a Muslim hopes to convey such 

message to his family, relatives, acquaintances, and even to all humanity.  However, 

when he looks around, he finds that his hopes are not easy to achieve; Islam has 

been forsaken by its own people, the Shari'ah of Allah is not implemented in people's 

life, and falsehood is spreading its wings over the entire world.  Nevertheless, all 

these difficulties should not intimidate or frustrate the sincere Muslim.  On the cont-

rary, he becomes more aware of the heavy burden he has to carry and this makes 

him work and strive harder.  At the same time, he never gives up hope since his 

Iman provides him with absolute confidence in Allah (SWT) and total reliance on 

Him.   He realizes that as long as he is sincere, Allah will definitely help him. "Is not 

Allah sufficient for His slave?" 

Another reason that makes such an enormous task easy for the Muslim Da'iah is that 

he feels that he is an individual in a team of Da'iah's that starts with Nuh (PBUH) and 

whose leader and most eminent member is Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).  The 

extremely difficult mission is made even easier by the Da'iah's realization of the real 

value of this life, with all its hardships and tribulations, if compared to the Hereafter.   

He believes, as his Prophet told him, that one blaze of Hell fire makes the most 

luxurious tyrant swear that he has not seen any happiness before, and that a single 

breeze from Jannah makes a believer who suffered all kinds of hardship swear that 

he has never witnessed any misery or hardship. 

The following is an attempt to summarize the duties that a Muslim Da'iah should 

observe towards: his Lord, himself, his family, common people, his brothers in 

Da'wah and towards the Da'wah itself. 
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I. DUTIES TOWARDS ALLAH: 

1. Fulfillment of the pillars of Islam:  

This includes: Understanding and applying the Shahadah in one's life; performing 

Salah with humility and contemplation; paying Zakah; fasting Ramadan for the sake 

of Allah and performing Hajj, if possible. 

2. Submission: 

This is further classified into two kinds: 

a. To submit and perform the commands of Allah; Allah says: "But no, by your 

Lord, they can have no faith until they make you judge in all disputes 

between them, and find no resistance in their souls against your 

decisions, but accept fully with submission" (4:65) 

b. Accepting, with patience, all the decisions of Allah.  When Ibrahim, the 

Prophet's son, died, the Prophet (PBUH) said: "The eyes weep, and the 

heart is sad, but we say only that which pleases The Lord" 

3. Sincerity: 

Allah (SWT) says: "But they have only been commanded to worship Allah with 

sincere devotion" (98:5) 

No deed can be accepted by Allah unless it fulfils two requisites: sincerity, and 

compliance with Shari'ah. 

4. Patience and steadfastness: 

Patience is half of faith.  Imam Ahmad said: "Iman has two halves: patience, and 

thankfulness" 

5. Mindfulness of Allah: "And know that Allah knows that which is in your 

minds, so fear Him" (2:235) 

The Prophet (PBUH) said, defining Ihsan: "To worship Allah as if you were 

seeing Him, since even though you do not see Him, He sees you" (B&M). 

6. Voluntary acts of worship (Nafilah): 

The Prophet (PBUH) said: "Allah (SWT) has said: Whoever shows enmity to a 

friend of Mine, I shall be at war with him.  My servant does not draw near to 

Me with anything more beloved to Me than the religious duties I have 

imposed upon him, and My servant continues to draw near Me with 

voluntary works so that I shall love him.  When I love him, I am his hearing 

with which he hears, his seeing with which he sees, his hand with which he 

strikes, and his foot with which he walks.  Were he to ask (something) of 
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Me, I would surely give it to him; and were he to ask Me for refuge, I would 

surely grant him it." (Bukhari). 

7. Loving Allah: 

The love of Allah (SWT) is the only way you rid oneself of the love of this life and its 

temptations: "Say: If it be that your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 

mates, your kindred, the wealth you have gained, the commerce in which 

you fear a decline, or the dwellings in which you delight, are dearer to you 

than Allah and His Apostle or the striving in His cause; then wait until Allah 

brings about his decision.  And Allah guides not the rebellious"  (9:24) 

8. Loving the Prophet: "Say: If you love Allah, follow me! Allah will love you 

and forgive you your sins" (3:31) 

The Prophet (PBUH) said: "None of your is a true believer until I am dearer to 

him than his father, his sons, and all people" (B&M) 

9. Wara': 

In order for a Muslim to be described as having Wara', he should not only abstain 

from committing Haram, but he should also avoid things which are doubtful (i.e., 

Shubhah).  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "That which is Halal is plain and 

that which is Haram is plain and between the two of them are doubtful 

matters about which not many people know.  Thus he who avoids doubtful 

matters clears himself in regard to his Deen and his honor, but he who falls 

into doubtful matters falls into that which is Haram, like a shepherd who 

pastures around a sanctuary, all but grazing therein.  Truly every king has a 

sanctuary, and truly Allah's sanctuary is His prohibitions..." (B&M) 

10. (Raja') Hope: "Those who have believed and those who migrated and 

strove in the path of Allah,--They have the hose of the Mercy of Allah; and 

Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (2:218) 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "No one among you should die unless he is 

thinking well about Allah", i.e., hoping for His reward.  There is a major 

difference between Raja' (hope) and (Tamanni) wishing; whereas hope is usually 

accompanied with work and effort, wishing is a passive state where the person 

making the wish does not work for achieving his wish. 

11. Tawakkul (Reliance) on Allah: 

A believer's heart is attached only to Allah; he seeks help and protection, and derives 

power exclusively from Him. "And why should we not rely on Allah; indeed He 
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has guided us our ways.  And we shall certainly bear with patience all the 

hurt you may cause us, and on Allah (alone) let the relying rely."  (14:12) 

12. Confidence in Allah: 

Musa (PBUH) led Bani Israel out of Egypt, fleeing Pharaoh's oppression.  Pharaoh and 

his troops chased them and came so close to them. "So they pursued them at 

sunrise.  And when the two groups saw each other, the people of Musa said: 

`We are sure to be overtaken'.  Musa said: `By no means! With me is my 

Lord, He will guide me.'" (26:60-2) 

Musa's heart was so filled with trust in his Lord that even in such a critical moment 

he was sure that the One who commanded him to deliver Bani Israel should be able 

to save them from Pharaoh.  Then Allah commanded Musa (PBUH) to hit the sea with 

his stick and a dry road was opened for all Bani Israel to cross.  

13. Getting ready for the Hereafter: 

A believer should always remember death and work to attain eternal happiness 

thereafter.  Though death is an irrefutable fact, many are those who seem to forget 

about it.  A believer should act like a stranger in this world; a stranger who is 

traveling on a road and should carry along enough provisions; and no provision helps 

on that road except Taqwa. "And take a provision with you for the journey, but 

the best provision is Taqwa" (2:197) 

14. Renewing repentance: "O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere 

repentance" (66:8), "And those who, having done something to be ashamed 

of, or wronged their own souls, earnestly remember Allah and ask for 

forgiveness for their sins.  And who can forgive sins except Allah? And are 

never obstinate in persisting in (the wrong) they have done" (3:135) 

The Prophet (PBUH) said: "Turn to Allah, you people, and seek forgiveness of 

Him. For myself, I turn to Allah a hundred times a day" (Muslim).  And for 

one's repentance to be accepted, he should regret what he has done, stop doing it, 

and insist on not repeating it.  It should be noted that one should not only repent 

from sins, but also from inadequately performing one's duties. 

15. Intention for Jihad: 

Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet (PBUH) said on the day he conquered Makkah: 

"There shall be no migration after Fath (conquest of Makkah), but Jihad and 

Niyyah (sincere intention)" (Bukhari).  Explaining this Hadith, Imam Al-Nawawi 

said: "The great reward of Hijrah (migration) can still be obtained if one strives for 

the cause of Allah or has sincere intention to do so". 
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16. Reckoning oneself: 

A believer should also ask himself: "Why have I done so-and -so? Why did I say so-

and-so?  This way he keeps correcting his path in this life. 

II. DA'IAH'S DUTIES TOWARDS HIMSELF: 

A. Towards His Body: 

In order to be able to perform the duties of Islam, a Muslim Da'iah has to do his best 

to remain healthy and strong.  The Apostle of Allah (PBUH) urges us to observe our 

duties toward our bodies by saying "Your body has a right upon you".  He also 

said "The strong believer is better in the sight of Allah than the weak 

believer, and in both there is good".  Imam Al-Banna said "A Muslim brother 

should have a physical examination and starts promptly treating whatever ailment he 

has; he should keep away from anything that harms his body, including stimulants 

and alcohol, and follow a regular schedule of physical exercise". 

B. Towards His Mind: 

The mind is in need of nourishment that will enable it to grow and become balanced.  

Mental food for a Da'iah should be diverse.  No one should say that Islamic education 

is enough for him and that he does need any other kind of education.  If this kind of 

logic was acceptable in the past, then it is not today.  Different views, concepts and 

cultures have come into existence and become merged, and as long as the Da'iah 

does not have a high degree of culture and does not closely follow the political and 

daily news, he may never be able to face up to his responsibility, overcome all the 

challenges and lead the Da'wah effectively.  The following is a summary of the 

various fields of education necessary for a Da'iah: 

Islamic Education: 

1.  Knowledge of the three fundamentals: Allah, the Apostle and Islam. 

2. Qur'anic knowledge: recitation, tafseer, etc. 

3. Sunnah. 

4. Fundamentals of Fiqh. 

5. Aqidah: the six pillars of faith 

6. Moral teachings: truthfulness, reliance, hope, fear, indifference, humbleness, 

etc. 

7. Fiqh: purity, Salah, Zakah, Sawm, Hajj, funerals, etc. 

8. History: especially the Seerah of the Prophet (PBUH) and his companions. 

9. Arabic linguistics: Arabic calligraphy, dictation, grammar, style, dictionaries, 

etc. 
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General Knowledge: 

1. Contemporary challenges facing the Muslim Ummah: e.g., The Protocols of 

the Learned Elders of Zion. 

2. Anti-Islamic ideologies in the Muslim world: nationalism, Qadianism, etc. 

3. Books written by eminent writers of the Islamic Movement. 

4. Fiqh of Da'wah and Islamic work. 

5. Newspapers, both local and international, and Islamic magazines. 

6. Listening to news on radio. 

C. Towards His Character: 

The character of a Muslim is that which Allah (SWT) has taught us in the Qur'an and 

which Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) explained in detail, both practically and in words, 

through the Sunnah so precisely that Allah, describing the Prophet's character, said, 

"And you (stand) on an exalted standard of character" (68:4) 

Summarizing the moral standards of a Da'iah, Imam Al-Banna said "A Muslim 

brother should: 

a.  be sensible, being easily touched, 

b.  be truthful in both speech and actions, 

c.  be humble, always asking for a position that is lower than what he really 

deserves. 

d.  be decisive, never hesitant 

e.  always keep his promises 

f.  be courageous and persistent; the best forms of courage are telling the truth, 

keeping secrets, admitting one's fault and willingness to give others their 

rights. 

g.  be reverential and serious; when he laughs, it is just by smiling and not 

grinning ear to ear. 

h.  always stay away from places of unlawful entertainment and from friends of 

evil. 

D. Towards His Pocket: 

The Islamic Movement is in a great need of financial resources in order to employ 

them to achieve its goals.  Islam urges us to earn our living in a lawful way.  Imam 

Al-Banna said "A Muslim brother should, no matter how rich he is, have a profession 

that generates him some income.  He should not be very keen to keep his official 

position in the government administrations, yet he should not refuse it.  In other 

words, he should not concentrate all his effort on how to obtain such a position and 
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should forsake it once he finds out that it conflicts with his commitments toward his 

Da'wah.  A Muslim brother should perform properly his duties toward his job.  He 

should completely avoid earning money through unlawful ways; he should avoid any 

form of Riba (usury), whether explicit or deceptive (i.e., interest), in all his monetary 

transactions; stay away from all kinds of gambling and should purify himself from 

any money that he has earned through any way that is suspected to be Haram.  He 

should save some money for emergency cases, and should avoid getting involved in 

too much spending on luxury.  Finally, a Muslim should make sure that the money he 

spends, as much as he could, go into firms owned by Muslims" 

III. DA'IAH'S DUTIES TOWARDS HIS FAMILY: 

A. Towards His Parents: 

Allah says: "And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him and 

that you be dutiful to parents.  If one of them or both of them attain old age 

in your life, say not to them a word of disrespect, nor shout at them, but 

address them in terms of honor.  And lower unto them the wing of 

submission and humility through mercy and say: `My Lord! Bestow on them 

Your Mercy as they did bring me up when I was little.'" (17:23-4) 

The duties of a Da'iah towards his parents could be summarized as follows: 

1. Do your best to be dutiful to them, since this is better, in the sight of Allah, 

than Jihad in His cause.  Prophet Muhammad was asked what deed is best in 

the sight of Allah, he answered: "Performing Salah on time", then "Being 

dutiful to one's parents", then "Jihad in the cause of Allah" (B&M). 

2. Avoid being undutiful to them as this is one of the Kaba'er (major sins) 

besides Shirk, murder and lying in one's oath.  

3. Give them advice kindly, even if they are nonbelievers, and obey them in 

everything but the displeasure of Allah. 

4. Support them financially if they need and take care of them if they are ill; you 

will never be able to repay them what they have done for you.  Prophet 

Muhammad said: "The only way a son can pay back his debt towards 

his father is to find him held in slavery, buy him and set him free." 

(Muslim) 

5. Ask Allah (SWT) to forgive them. 

6. Never revile other people's parents so that your own may be reviled in return. 
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B. Towards the Spouse: 

A sister has obligations towards her husband that include kindness, correcting him 

wisely and keeping his secrets. As for a brother, he should realize that a woman is 

an extremely important component of the Muslim society.  For this element to give 

the fruit expected therefrom, a Da'iah should observe his duties towards her; the 

following is a summary thereof:  

1. Be kind to your wife. 

2. Teach your wife that which is necessary for her to know her Deen, or if you 

cannot, give her permission to attend Islamic lessons and circles. 

3. Make sure your wife implements Islam in all aspects of her life, never 

overlook any deficiency in this respect, but try to correct them wisely. 

4. Never reveal her secret and never talk about her deficiencies. 

C. Towards His Children: 

Children are the future of the society; if we take good care of them and bring them 

up according to Islam, future of the Muslim Ummah will be much brighter than its 

present.  The following is a summary of a Da'iah's duties towards his offspring: Dear 

brother, 

1. Choose good Muslim names for your children, 

2. Try to take them with you to Salah whenever possible, 

3. Tell them stories of the Seerah of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), especially his 

battles; the Sahabah, may Allah be pleased with them used to make their 

children memorize the battles of the Prophet (PBUH) as they memorized the 

Surahs of the Qur'an, 

4. Give proper attention to your children's physical condition, 

5. Teach them the love of freedom and dignity, and relate that to being Muslims, 

6. Make your children memorize as much of the Qur'an as possible; and teach 

them how to apply what they read, 

7. Take them with you to the Masjid, Islamic circles and visits to your Muslim 

friends; encourage them to read Islamic books and magazines, 

8. Watch closely their conduct and correct any misconduct wisely; teach them 

the virtues of telling the truth and encourage them by gifts and other 

incentives to tell the truth, 

9. Take a middle course between spoiling your children and being harsh on 

them; in other words, alternate between tenderness and firmness according 

to the circumstances. 
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D. Towards His Brothers And Sisters: 

1. Treat your brothers and sisters with kindness, smiling at them at all times; 

and show to them your distinctive personality as a Muslim, 

2. Cooperate with those among them who carry the same ideology as yours, 

educate those who do not know about it and clear any misunderstanding they 

might have about your Da'wah, 

3. Try your best to win them to your side by legitimate means, such as helping 

them financially or otherwise, 

4. Try to enjoin good and forbid evil among them, gently and wisely, 

5. Do not preach to them too often to avoid boring them; be reverential and do 

not laugh too much lest you might lose their respect. 

E. Towards His Relatives: 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) advises us in many Hadiths to join the tie of kinship.  So 

dear brother,  Visit your relatives, help the poor among them, advise gently, 

reconcile the matters of difference among them, support them, forgive them if they 

wrong you, get close to them even if they turn away from you.  Never sever the tie 

of kinship as Allah (SWT) considers that as spreading mischief in the earth: "Would 

you then, if you were given the authority, do mischief in the land and sever 

your ties of kinship" (47:22) 

IV. Towards His Neighbors:  

The Prophet (PBUH) said: "Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day shall be 

good to his neighbor" (Muslim).  He also said: "Whoever believes in Allah and 

the Last Day shall not harm his neighbor".  In another Hadith: "By Allah, he is 

not a believer; by Allah he is not a believer; by Allah he is not a believer".  

One of the companions asked: "Who is he, O Messenger of Allah?"  The prophet 

answered: "He whose neighbor does not feel secure against his evils" 

(Muslim).  The Prophet also once said: "O Abu Dharr, when you cook soup, add 

more water to it and send some to your neighbors" (Muslim) 

The above Hadiths, as well as many others, stress the importance of having good 

relationship with one's neighbors.  A Muslim brother should give support to his 

neighbor, help him, visit him, especially if he is sick, greet him, speak nicely to him, 

advise him gently, protect his honor, send him food or fruit from time to time, and 

never harm him in any way. 
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V. TOWARDS HIS COLLEAGUES: 

1. Be indifferent to whatever worldly conveniences your colleagues might 

possess.  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "Be indifferent to this life, and 

Allah will love you; and be indifferent to what is in the hands of 

people, and people will love you" (Ibn Majah). 

2. Gain their respect by showing them your Muslim personality, 

3. Try to familiarize yourself with their points of weakness and strength, as well 

as their mental ability and level of education, and always speak to them on 

that level; Imam Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "Speak to people 

with what they know, do you want the words of Allah and His Apostle to be 

denied?", 

4. Do not hesitate to modify your approach to them; always ask yourself if you 

talk too much to them, raise your voice or become emotional, and correct 

yourself even by direct apology, 

5. Set priorities in making Da'wah to them, calling them to fundamental aspects 

before detailed issues, 

6. Never be arrogant.  Admit and yield to the truth whatever its source might 

be. 

7. Be kind to them, and you will find a great deal of good in their hearts.  Sayed 

Qutb wrote: "When you touch the good side in the souls of people, you find a 

great deal of good nature the eye cannot perceive on first glance.  All it takes 

is some affection toward their mistakes and foolishness, true amity for them, 

and a little unstilted care about their griefs and concerns, only then will you 

uncover the good side in their souls". 

VI. DA'IAH'S  DUTIES TOWARDS HIS BROTHERS IN DA'WAH: 

1. Do your best to help your brothers; the lowest level of help is to help them 

whenever they ask you to do; a higher level is to help them without their 

asking you; and the highest level is to fulfill your brothers' needs before 

fulfilling your own. 

2. Never mention his shortcoming, either in his presence or in his absence; do 

not ask him questions about things you think he does not want to talk about. 

3. Always ask him how he is doing, showing your care about his joys and 

sorrows; tell him that you love him for the sake of Allah; and call him by the 

name that he likes the most.  Whenever anyone slander him in his absence, 

defend him and try to stop that person from backbiting him, and others. 
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4. Make Du'aa' for him.  Prophet Muhammad said: "A Muslim's prayer for his 

brother shall be answered; whenever he prays, an angel at his head 

says: `Ameen, and the same for you'" (Muslim). 

5. Never sever your ties with him.  Prophet Muhammad: "It is unlawful for a 

man to part company with his brother for more than three nights; 

they run across each other but each of them turns away; the best of 

them is the one who starts greeting his brother" (Bukhari & Muslim) 

6. Always smile to your brother, but do not joke too much with him, 

7. Visit your brothers and attend their activities, 

8. Pray for your brother when he dies, attend his funeral, and take good care of 

his family and children after him. 

VII. DA'IAH'S DUTIES TOWARD HIS DA'WAH: 

A. General Teachings: 

1. Dissociate yourself from those organizations and institutions with which you 

feel your contact is not in the interest of your cause, especially if you are 

commanded to do so, 

2. Introduce yourself and become thoroughly acquainted with your brothers in 

Da'wah one by one.  Perform your duties toward them; that is, love and 

esteem them, help them, prefer them to yourself, and attend their meetings, 

being absent only in case of overpowering circumstances. 

3. Contribute a portion of your income to your Da'wah.  Pay Zakah, and specify 

a portion of your income, no matter how limited it is, for the poor and 

deprived. 

4. Strive for the revival of Islamic practices and the elimination of practices that 

are alien to Islam in all aspects of life: greetings, language, calendar, dress, 

etc. 

5. Strive to spread your Da'wah and convey it to your family, friends and 

acquaintances. 

6. Read the history of the Islamic movement. 

B. Duties Towards Leadership: 

Obedience: 

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an what could be translated as: "O you who believe! 

Obey Allah and obey the Apostle, and those of you (Muslims) who are in 

authority.  And if you differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah 

and His Apostle, if you believe in Allah and the Last Day" (4:59) 
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Ibn Abbas relates that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "If a person 

experiences something unpleasant at the hands of a ruler he should bear it 

with equanimity, for he who departs from obedience a hand's breadth dies 

in error (Jahiliyyah)" (Bukhari & Muslim). 

Imam Al-Banna defines obedience as an immediate response to fulfill the commands 

in every situation, whether in accordance or contradiction to one's desire. 

Confidence: 

Imam Hassan Al Banna, may Allah have mercy on him, defines confidence as: "the 

assurance that a feels of his leader's competence and sincerity which produces love, 

respect and obedience".  The leader is an integral part of this Da'wah, and there is 

no Da'wah without leadership.  Strong mutual trust between the leader and the 

follower results in a more firm structure of the Jama'ah, more accurate plans, more 

feasible success in achieving its goals and overcoming obstacles and difficulties in its 

way. 

A brother should ask himself the following questions: 

1. Has he really gotten to know his leader well enough to establish a strong 

relationship filled with love and understanding. 

2. Has he really made sure of his leader's sincerity and competence.  A brother 

should realize that positions in Da'wah are not meant to be rewards to honor 

people but rather heavy loads that are placed on their shoulders. If he 

realizes that, he will feel more confident in the capability of his leader.  

Responsibilities in Da'wah are given to those who deserve them and never to 

those who ask for them. 

3. Is he willing to accept the orders of the Jama'ah, except in the displeasure of 

Allah, without reluctance or hesitation, bearing in mind that he should advise 

of anything he thinks is wrong.  Whenever he implements an order he should 

ask himself whether he only sought the pleasure of Allah by doing it or Satan 

threw into his heart any form of suspicion.  Was he dissatisfied with 

implementing what he thought was wrong? 

4. Is he willing to assume that his opinion is wrong when it contradicts the 

orders of the Jama'ah in matters where there is no clear-cut rule in either 

Qur'an or Sunnah. 

5. Is he willing to accept to make changes in his private life according to the 

commands of the Jama'ah.  If the interest of the Jama'ah contradict his 
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personal interest, will he prefer the former over his own interest? or he will 

begin to think that the Jama'ah does not really care for his welfare and give 

Satan a precious opportunity to deprive him of his confidence in Jama'ah. 

By answering the above questions, a brother could make sure of the confidence he 

has in his leaders.  If the answers are in accordance with the teachings of Islam in 

preferring the Jama'ah over oneself, a brother is considered on of the devotees of 

Allah who have sold their wealth, souls and children to Allah (SWT) seeking reward 

from Him. 

Asking for permission: 

A brother should get permission from his educator before taking any step whether in 

his private life or in the field of Da'wah.  This is important because anything that 

happens in a brother's life may influence his success in Da'wah.  Refusal to ask for 

permission is an indication of the lack of confidence between a brother and his 

educator. 

Respect to the educator: 

The educator should enjoy special esteem in the hearts of his followers. 

Advice in secret: 

All the eminent scholars of Islam agree that secrecy is a requisite for an advice to be 

accepted.  Abu Hatim Al Basti said "Giving advice is an obligation on everybody, but 

it should be given in private.  Whoever advises his brother in private does him a 

favor; and who ever advises his brother in public hurts him".  Al Fudail said "A 

believer keeps secrets, while an unbeliever reveals them and reproaches people in 

public".  Sufian was asked "Do you like that someone inform you of your defects?".  

He answered "If he comes advising me in private, yes; but if he comes slandering 

me in public, no". 

In order for his advice to be accepted by Allah, an adviser should be sincere, seeking 

only the reward from Allah.  Giving advice in public contradicts sincerity since it 

indicates that the adviser is only trying to be seen of others (i.e., Riya'). 

C. Towards Those Whom He Invites: 

1. Start with those things that are of the utmost importance; Aqidah should 

always be the starting point, 

2. Do not preach to them too much in order to avoid boredom, 

3. Do not follow a challenging attitude with them, trying to win the argument; 

and remember that winning people's hearts to the side of your Da'wah is far 

more important than winning arguments, 
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4. Do not insult people's intelligence by spending too much time explaining 

axioms, 

5. Speak to them according to their mental capabilities and level of education 

and knowledge, 

6. Study very well their condition; avoid reproaching him for not attending a 

meeting, and do not ask him to do more work than he is able to handle, 

7. Be patient!  Establishing the personality of a Da'iah is a long, slow process, 

8. The best method for education is by good example.  Avoid any contradiction 

between your words and your deeds.  Remember the verse:  "O you who 

believe, why do you say that which you do not do?  Most hateful it is 

in the sight of Allah that you say what you do not do" (91:2-3) 

CONCLUSION 

Now that you have read this article, you must realize the meaning of the saying of 

Imam Al Banna: "Duties are much more than the time to do them; so help others 

perform their duties, and if you are asked to do something, do it fast". And there is 

no doubt that we shall be asked, before Allah (SWT) about these duties.  So we 

should perform all of them and not choosing what we like and forsake what we 

dislike. This is not a job for everyone; it is a job for sincere Muslims who have sold 

their lives and goods to Allah, and given their pledge to Him; among them are some 

who have fulfilled their obligation and gained the pleasure of Allah, and among them 

are some who are still waiting but have never changed in the least. 
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CONFIDENCE 

Definition: 

Imam Hassan Al-Banna, may Allah have mercy on him, defines confidence as: "the 

assurance that follower feels of his leader's competence and sincerity which produces 

love, respect and obedience".   

This Da'wah has been established to support the cause of Allah and make His word 

the highest.  It is extremely important, therefore, that this Da'wah be perfectly 

organized and have a firm structure.  For any group there should be some form of 

leadership.  The establishment of such leadership is an obligation as mentioned in 

hadiths of the Prophet (PBUH).  Therefore, confidence in the leadership is essential 

for the survival of an organization.  Imam Al-Banna says: "The leader is part of this 

Da'wah, and there is no Da'wah without leadership.  Strong mutual trust between 

the leader and the follower results in a more firm structure of the Jama'ah, more 

accurate plans and more feasible success in achieving its goals and overcoming 

obstacles and difficulties in its way". 

Confidence in the leadership is the major factor in the success of any Da'wah and its 

importance is at its peak in critical moments during times of hardship. 

What should I trust? 

This is a very important question every brother and sister should ask himself/herself.  

Asking this question now is very much better than asking it at the time of hardship, 

since at that time answers are inaccurate and clouded by doubts and suspicions.  To 

answer this question we should classify leaders into two groups: A) Superior leaders 

of the Jama'ah and B) Direct leader or educator.  This classification is only made for 

the sake of clarity.  Otherwise, they should be considered as one unit.  

A. CONFIDENCE IN THE SUPERIOR LEADERS 

1. A brother should trust the method that the leadership has adopted and that 

it is the most suitable way under current circumstances.  This does not 

prevent him from advising his leaders. 

2. A brother should trust the plans of the leaders. He should be assured that 

the decisions they make are well-studied and represent the best possible 

alternative. He still has the right to advise his leaders and discuss their 

decisions but should finally submit to the decisions, unless there is a clear 

proof from Allah (SWT) for contradiction with Shari'a.  There are many 

instances where a brother's judgement of things is a result of the incomplete 

picture he has of a subject; the way the Sahaba, may Allah be pleased with 
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all of them, felt toward the Hudaybiya Treaty that the Prophet (PBUH) made 

with Quraish is a clear example.  A brother has to ask for deeper explanation 

to clarify the matter.   

However, if he is still not convinced, he should not publicize his doubts to avoid 

confusion among other members. 

3. A brother should trust the competence of the leadsership in managing the 

affairs of the Jama'ah and in working for the sake of Islam.  He should realize 

that the policies and decisions the leadership adopts are based on sufficient 

knowledge and experience.  He should also realize that the leaders will never 

hesitate to listen to his advice because they know that he may know 

something that they are unaware of. 

Factors Which Destroy Confidence In Leadership: 

1. Advice in public:  

When a brother criticizes some decisions or policies in front of others, his words may 

be used by others who wish to destroy the Jama'ah from inside.  Also his advice may 

have an adverse effect on someone who has shallow understanding or weak faith.  

So whoever wants to advise the leadership should follow the correct approach which 

is advising in private.  Abu Maabad Al Johani, one of the Tabi'een, once criticized 

Othman ibn Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, in public.  Then, after the tragic 

death of Othman, Abu Maabad said in one of his lessons "I will not help in the 

murder of any Khalifa after Othman".  One person asked "Did you really do so". He 

answered "I consider criticizing a man in public as helping to kill him".  An 

experienced Da'iah said "The approach of public criticism is false and has no support 

either from Qur'an or from Sunnah and none of the early Muslims, Imams or sincere 

reformers of Islam ever did it or recommended it.  It is only a way to division, 

hatered and disagreement." 

2. Dissatisfaction by the orders:  

Sometimes a person may psychologically fail to accept an order.  He may then show 

his resentment to others causing the spread of a feeling of dissatisfaction and doubt 

among them.  Satan whispers to him to deviate him from his work in the cause of 

Allah so he begins to suspect the leadership and spread his poisons among other 

brothers. 

3.  Listening to slander and backbiting: 

A brother may open a big door to Satan into his heart by listening to slander and 

backbiting or to criticism from others whether from inside or outside the Jama'ah.  
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Satan begins torturing the fact in his mind and misinterpreting the behavior of the 

leadership until the poor victim falls in Satan's trap.  He enters a vicious circle of 

wrong conclusions and delusions that destroy his trust in his leaders and he finally 

falls into Fitnah, we seek refuge in Allah from it. 

4. Rushing enthusiasm:  

Some people have such a rushing attitude that they may take unplanned actions 

which usually lead to more trouble than good.   

Imam Hassan Al-Banna warned those people saying "Listen to me! I say it to you 

loud and clear in your convention: Every step in your way has been very carefully 

studied and its bounds have been precisely determined and I will by no means 

deviate from this way which I firmly belive is the safest and most efficient way.  I 

realize it may be a long way, but we have no alternative.  Courage and manliness 

can only be proved through patience,  steadfastness, seriousness and persistent 

work.  I will not agree with whomsoever among you wants to pick a fruit before its 

ripening or cut a flower before its season.  It is better for such a person to go and 

look for another Da'wah.  And whosoever persists with me until the seed germinates, 

the tree grows and the fruit ripens, will receive his reward from Allah. And it is one of 

two things: victory and mastery, or martyrdom and eternal happiness." 

5. Hesitation to ask for clarification:  

This factor works very slowly in destroying the confidence one has in his leadership.  

If a brother encounters several incidences for which he has no explanation and he is 

shy of asking, doubts will accumulate gradually in his heart until he believes them.  

Satan will make use of this opportunity and try to cloud the facts further in his sight.  

The person may reach to a stage of distrust in the leaders and may stop working 

with the Jama'ah.  All that could have been avoided if he had asked for an 

explanation for every doubt he had from the very beginning. 

B. CONFIDENCE IN THE EDUCATOR 

After having lived in Jahiliyyah, a brother who joins this Da'wah needs to be rid of all 

the impurities he has, in terms of manners, ideas and motivations.  This could not be 

achieved merely through lectures and books, but he needs to be treated by another 

brother, the educator,  who has been in Da'wah for some time and who is 

experienced in building the personality which is suitable for working in Jama'ah.  

Only if the brother trusts his educator will the latter be able to perform his task.  The 

trust that a brother has in his educator is reflected in the following. 
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Indicators of confidence in the educator: 

1. A brother should be sure of the sincerity and taqwa of his educator. 

2. A brother should trust the competence and experience of his educator.  He 

should trust his educator's knowledge and understanding of Islam and his 

ability to carry the responsibility. 

3. A brother should be obedient to his educator, except in the displeasure of 

Allah.  With sincere intention, a brother gets reward from Allah for obeying his 

educator.  One should be very careful against the Satan's whispers that his 

educator "frequently" gives unreasonable orders. 

4. A brother should get permission from his educator before taking any step 

whether in his private life or in the field of Da'wah.  This is important because 

anything that happens in a brother's life may influence his success in Da'wah.  

Refusal to ask for permission is an indication of the lack of confidence 

between a brother and his educator. 

5. The educator should be a brother's first resort in solving any problem that 

may face him either in his private life or in Da'wah.  He should never seek 

help from anybody else, whether from inside or outside the Jama'ah.  This is 

because the failure of a brother to realize that his educator knows about him 

more than anybody else does means that the former does not feel that he 

needs an educator in the first place or that he does not trust the competence 

of his educator.  However, it may happen sometimes that a third person is 

more capable of solving a certain problem.  In this case, the brother should 

consult with his educator about seeking help from that person.  It is also to 

be noted that the brother should not regard any problem as "private" and 

thus not to be discussed with his educator. 

6.  Allah (SWT) says what could be translated as , "O you who believe, avoid 

suspicion as much as possible: for suspicion in some cases is a sin" 

 so a brother should have no suspicion in his educator and should always 

think good of him.  One of the most serious kinds of suspicion is to think that 

the educator has a feeling of superiority which he tries to prove by giving 

meaningless orders.  Satan whispers to him false explanations to the behavior 

of the educator which may result in his losing his confidence and finally hating 

his educator. In most cases the reason for falling in that trap is the absence 

of an essential concept from the brother's mind that is the realization that the 

goal of anyone in this Da'wah is merely the pleasure of Allah.  If this concept 
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is well appreciated, the brother will always find excuses for his brother for any 

seemingly strange behavior. 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF CONFIDENCE  

Confidence in the leadership is extremely important and is more so at the time of 

hardship.  That is why a brother should always make sure he has that concept very 

well established in his mind and heart.  If not, he should do his best and seek help to 

re-establish it.  Imam Al-Banna puts some criteria that one should use in testing the 

firm stability of such an important belief in his heart. A brother should ask himself 

the following questions: 

1. Has he really gotten to know his educator well enough to establish a strong 

relationship filled with love and understanding. 

2. Has he really made sure of his leader's sincerity and competence.  A brother 

should realize that positions in Da'wah are not meant to be rewards to honor 

people but rather heavy loads that are placed on their shoulders. If he 

realizes that, he will feel more confident in the capability of his leader.  

Responsibilities in Da'wah are given to those who deserve them and never to 

those who ask for them. 

3. Is he willing to accept the orders of the Jama'ah, except in the displeasure of 

Allah, without reluctance or hesitation, bearing in mind that he should advise 

of anything he thinks is wrong.  Whenever he implements an order he should 

ask himself whether he only sought the pleasure of Allah by doing it or Satan 

threw into his heart any form of suspicion.  Was he dissatisfied with 

implementing what he thought was wrong? 

4. Is he willing to assume that his opinion is wrong when it contradicts the 

orders of the Jama'ah in matters where tnere is no clear-cut rule in either 

Qur'an or Sunnah. 

5. Is he willing to accept to make changes in his private life according to the 

commands of the Jama'ah.  If the interest of the Jama'ah contradics his 

personal interest, will he prefer the former over his own interest? or he will 

begin to think that the Jama'ah does not really care for his welfare and give 

Satan a precious opportunity to deprive him of his confidence in Jama'ah. 

By answering the above questions, a brother could make sure of the confidence he 

has in his leaders.  If the answers are in accordance with the teachings of Islam in 

prefering the Jama'ah over oneself, a brother is considered one of the soldiers of 
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Allah who have sold their wealth and souls and  to Allah (SWT) seeking reward from 

Him. 
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SACRIFICE 

Definition: 

Imam Hassan Al-Banna, may Allah have mercy on him, defines sacrifice as "spending 

one's wealth, time and soul in order to achieve his goal.  There is no strife without 

sacrifice, and it is only the reward from Allah that we seek.  It is unrighteous for 

anyone to refuse to work with us".  Allah SWT said in the Qur'an what could be 

translated as: "Allah has purchased of the believers their souls and their 

goods; for theirs (in return) is the Garden (of Paradise): They fight in His 

cause and slay and are slain" (9:111) 

This Ummah will not turn back to Islam except through a da'wa which is based on 

sacrifice.  Imam Ibn El Jawzi said "The first step on the road is to sacrifice one's life. 

This is the road, where are those who will travel it!".  The drop of blood is still very 

dear in the sight of muslims; and as long as it is so, they will achieve nothing since 

the price for dignity and freedom is a drop of blood spent in a sincere strife. 

We firmly believe that the Shari'ah of Allah will rule the world because Islam is the 

Deen of Allah and it is He who supports it.  However, this does not mean that the 

road to that goal is an easy or a short one; that a baby will sure be born does not 

preclude the pain of delivery.  For birth to take place there has to be labor, and labor 

is not without pain.  Whenever a da'wa for the cause of Allah is proclaimed, the 

jahilia of that time and place starts defending itself with all available means.  At that 

time, the time of hardship, only those who are willing to withstand all difficulties and 

tests will join the da'wa. 

A clear understanding: 

Abdullah ibn Rawaha, may Allah be pleased with him, asked the Prophet (PBUH) at 

the time of Al Aqabah "Ask whatever you wish for your Lord and for yourself".  The 

Prophet answered "For my Lord, I request that you worship Him and not 

associate partners with Him.  And for myself, I request that you protect me 

against whatever you protect yourselves and your wealth against".  Abdullah 

said "And if we do, what shall we get?"  The Prophet answered "Paradise".  

Abdullah said "Profittable deal! We will not turn it down".  Whoever realizes the value 

of a merchandise will sure pay whatever price it is worth. 

Sacrifice in the Qur'an: 

Allah says in Surah Al Tawbah what could be translated as, "Allah has purchased 

of the belivers their lives and thair goods; for theirs (in return) is the 

Garden (of Paradise):  they fight in the cause of Allah and slay and be slain.  
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A promise binding on Him in truth, through the Torah, the Gospel and the 

Qur'an; and who is more faithful to his covenant than Allah. Then rejoice in 

the bargain you have concluded: that is the achievement supreme".  (9:111) 

It is a bargain that has been concluded between Allah and the believers which 

dictates that they not refuse to spend their life and wealth in striving for the His 

cause. 

Wealth and children may hinder one from answering the call for strife for Allah's 

cause.  The life that Islam teaches us to lead is a dignified one.  There should be a 

price for such a life; and that price consists of duties and sacrifices.  Allah SWT 

encourages us in the Qur'an to sacrifice by mentioning the supreme reward He has 

prepared for us if we obey; a reward which outweighs children and wealth.  In Surah 

Al Anfaal, Allah says, "O you who belive, betray not the trust of Allah and the 

Apostle, nor misappropriate knowingly things entrusted to you.  And know 

that your possessions and your progeny are but a trial (fitnah); and it is 

Allah with whom lies your highest reward".  

Islam is not just a word that anyone can say.  It is not claims that one makes.  

Rather, Islam is a complete way of life which, in order to be established on earth, 

must first overcome so many difficulties and obstacles.  This requires persistence, 

patience and sacrifice as well as sublimation above the fitnah of children and wealth. 

Warning! 

The holy Qur'an gives us an extremely serious warning against inclining to the earth 

and not striving for Allah's cause.  In Surah Al Tawbah, Allah mentions about those 

who asked the Prophet (PBUH) for permission to stay in Madinah and not join him in 

jihad , "Only those ask you for exemption who believe not in Allah and the 

Last Day, and whose hearts are in doubt, so that they are tossed in their 

doubts to and fro".  

It is really a serious matter.  Allah gathers in one category those who refuse to strive 

to make Islam the highest with those who do not believe in Allah and the Day of 

Judgement; the one who refuses to support his belief is in some way telling people 

that he is not truthful in what he claims. 

Keenness to sacrifice: 

Some of the Sahabah came to the Prophet (PBUH) to go with him to jihad.  They had 

no money for preparing mounts for the battle.  They asked him to provide them with 

mounts but mounts were not available.  Allah (SWT) describes their feeling in Surah 
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Al Tawbah , "they turned back, their eyes streaming with tears of grief that 

they had no resources wherewith to provide the expenses". 

EXAMPLES OF SACRIFICE 

1. Sacrificing the soul: 

Abu Talha, may Allah be pleased with him, was reciting from Surah Al Tawbah , "Go 

forth, light or heavy and strive and struggle, with your goods and your 

persons, in the cause of Allah".  

He said to his sons "Allah has not given exemption to anybody, heavy or light, young 

or old.  O my sons, prepare me to go to jihad".  His sons said "You strove with the 

Prophet (PBUH) until he died and with Abu Bakr until he died and with Umar until he 

died, we will go for you and you will stay".  He firmly said "No, prepare me!"  So they 

prepared him and he went for jihad in the sea.  He died on board a ship and was 

burried seven days later on an island. 

Though he had lost one of his eyes, Saïd ibn Al Musayyab decided to join the muslim 

army in one of the battles.  When somebody told him he was exempted because of 

his disability, he answered "Allah has commanded every body to go, light or heavy.  

Though I cannot fight I will be counted as one of the soldiers, or at least I could 

guard  the soldiers' belongings". 

2. Renouncing luxurious life: 

Mus'ab ibn Umair, may Allah be pleased with him, was brought up in one of the 

richest homes in Makkah.  His parents loved him so much that they provided him 

with everything he wanted with no effort on his part.  He was one of the most 

handsome and well-dressed young men in Makkah.  After embracing Islam, he 

renounced his opulence and joined the Prophet (PBUH) in his strife for the cause of 

Allah.  When he gained martyrdom in the battle of Uhud, the Sahabah did not find a 

piece of cloth that is large enough to cover his whole body.  The piece they found 

with him was so short that either his head or his feet had to be exposed.  The 

Prophet (PBUH) stood near Mus'ab's body with his eyes filled with tears and said "I 

have seen you in Makkah when nobody was as well-dressed as you were, 

and now you are disheveled and (wrapped) in a rough piece of cloth".  Then 

the Prophet recited the Ayat from Surah Al Ahzaab that could be translated as , 

"Among the belivers are men who have been true to their covenant with 

Allah.  Of them some have paid their vow by death, and some of them still 

are waiting; and they have not altered in the least". 
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3. Sacrificing wealth: 

When Allah (SWT) revealed, "Who is he that will loan to Allah a beautiful loan", 

Abud Dahdah, may Allah be pleased with him, said "O Messenger of Allah, does Allah 

really request a loan from us?". The Prophet (PBUH) answered "Yes".  Abud Dahdah 

said "Give me your hand".  The Prophet gave him his hand.  Abud Dahdah said "I 

have loaned my Lord my garden; a garden with six hundred palm trees".  When he 

went home he called his wife "O Ummud Dahdah, come out, you and your children; I 

have loaned my Lord a garden with six hundred palm trees". 

In the same way as it did during the time of the Prophet (PBUH), Islam needs, at the 

present time, a leading group that has been very precisely shaped according to its 

teachings; a group with strong faith in Allah, unlimited courage in truth, deep 

understanding of Islam, and firm determination to support the cause of Allah and 

spread His word all over the world.  Such a group will live by Islam and for Islam, 

sacrificing all what they have for its sake.  
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 MUJAHADAH (STRIFE) 

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an what could be translated as: "As for those who 

strive hard in Our Cause, We will surely guide them to Our Paths.  And verily 

Allah is with the good-doers" (30:69) 

Imam Ibn Al Qayyem comments on the above verse saying: "Allah (SWT) has made 

guidance contingent upon striving in His Cause; so the one who strives the most in 

the Cause of Allah will obtain the best guidance from Him." 

Fields of Strife: 

Mujahadah can be classified according to: a) The `enemy' that is being striven 

against, or b) The method or approach adopted in strife.   

Based on the `enemy', Mujahadah could be classified into: 

1. Strife against one's own soul 

2. Strife against desires and lusts 

3. Strife against Satan 

4. Strife against the temptations of this life 

5. Strife against enemies and hypocrites 

6. Strife against disobedient believers 

According to the method used for Mujahadah: 

1. Spending in the Cause of Allah 

2. Delivering the Message of Islam 

3. Educating people about Islam 

4. Political strife 

5. Struggling against the enemies of Islam 

6. Doing good deeds 

SECTION I:   STRIFE AGAINST THE VARIOUS ENEMIES 

We will, insha' Allah, start with a brief discussion of the various enemies that a 

Muslim should struggle against in this life in order to keep himself/herself on the 

Straight Path that will finally lead him, with Allah's leave, to the gates of Jannah. 

A. STRIFE AGAINST ONE'S OWN SOUL: 

Why should a Muslim strive against his soul?  Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Qur'an 

what could be translated as: "And by the soul and Him Who perfected it in 

proportion.  Then He inspired it (with knowledge of) what is wrong for it 

and what is right for it.  Indeed he succeeds who purifies it (his own soul).  

And indeed he fails who corrupts it." (91:7-11), "Whatever evil befalls you, is 
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from yourself" (4:79), "Verily the soul is inclined to evil except when my 

Lord bestows His Mercy (upon whom He will)" (12:53) 

So Allah (SWT) has shown the soul the right to follow and the wrong to avoid.  A 

human being should then force himself to follow the right and avoid the wrong. 

We now come to the means of strife to be used against this enemy: 

1. Knowing Oneself and One's Lord: 

The human soul has its inclinations, aspirations and needs; and the Creator (SWT), 

the All-Wise, is the One who knows best what is good for His creatures. "Should He 

not know what He created?" (47:14) 

Allah (SWT) is well acquainted with all the secrets of that soul; and no human being 

whatsoever could claim that knowledge.  It is, therefore, intuitively evident that 

whatever Allah commands people to do or avoid, it is for their own good.  It is also 

self-evident that no human whatsoever can devise a way of life that fulfils all the 

needs of the human soul. 

In addition, one should give some thought as to the countless bounties that Allah 

(SWT) has bestowed on him, and realize that if it were not for Allah's Mercy and 

Providence, he would not have been able to survive even for one moment.  The 

result of this recognition is that the love to The Creator is inculcated into one's heart 

and, of course, it is much easier for one to obey Whom he loves and does his best to 

please Him. 

2. Purifying Oneself with Worship: 

Purification of the soul and ridding it of its evils cannot be achieved without acquiring 

knowledge of Islam, doing good deeds and practicing the prescribed, and voluntary, 

acts of worship, particularly Salah.  Allah (SWT) says: "Verily Salah prevents from 

sinful and illegal deeds" (29:45) 

It was reported by Bukhari and Muslim that Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her, 

said: "The Prophet (peace be upon him) offered Salah at night until his feet swelled.  

I said to him `O Messenger of Allah! Why do you do that, hasn't Allah forgiven you 

your previous sins and those to follow'.  He answered "Shouldn't I then be a 

thankful servant?".  If this is what the Apostle of Allah (peace be upon him) did, 

what do you think we, sinners, should do? 

3. Knowing the Effects of Good and Bad Deeds: 

Allah (SWT) says what could be translated as: "If you do good, you do good for 

your ownselves; and if you do evil, you do it against yourselves" (17:7) 
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Some scholar said: "A good deed produces light in the heart, strength in the body, 

light on the face, increase in provision and love in the hearts of others; while a bad 

deed brings about darkness in the heart, darkness on the face, decrease in provision 

and hatred in the heart of others".  Allah also said: "Each individual is in pledge 

for that which he has earned" (52:21) 

Once he has realized the effect of both Hassanah (good deed) and Sayyi'ah (bad 

deed), a reasonable and sincere person, of course, will choose to do the former and 

avoid the latter in order to gain the pleasure of Allah and enter Jannah and avoid His 

wrath. 

B. STRIFE AGAINST LUST AND DESIRES: 

Again, we should ask the question: Why should one overcome one's desires? 

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an what could be translated as: "Have you seen him 

who has taken as his god his own desire? Would you then be a guardian 

over him? Or do you think that most of them listen or understand? They are 

only like cattle; nay, they are even farther astray from the Path" (25:43-44) 

In the sight of Allah (SWT), those who follow their desires irrespective of His 

commands are inferior to cattle.  Ibn Al Qayyem describes such a person saying: 

"When he loves, hates, gives or takes, it is exclusively out of desires and lusts; 

desire is his leader, ignorance his guide and earthly concerns his only goal; when he 

is invited to the Path of Allah and happiness in the Hereafter, he does not listen, but 

follows Satan.  To befriend such a dead-hearted person makes one subject to 

contracting his disease." 

The following is some means that help one strive against his lusts and desires: 

1. Reciting the Qur'an with Contemplation: 

The glorious Qur'an is the Divine Light, Mercy and Guidance for mankind.  When a 

believer recites the Qur'an and ponders upon its meaning, it offers him great help in 

overcoming his desires.  The Qur'an clearly shows the truth which should be followed 

and the falsehood which should be avoided; Allah (SWT) has called `Al Furqan' (The 

Criterion) that should be used to assess truth and falsehood; He also called it `Shifa'' 

(Healing) since it cures the disease of the heart of a believer when he recites it.  It is 

therefore the Qur'an that should be one's first and most effective weapon to use 

against one's desires. 

2. Studying the Sunnah: 

The Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon him) is the practical example to follow in 

order to implement Islam in our lives.  Allah (SWT) says: "Say (O Muhammad!), If 
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you love Allah, follow me.  Allah will (then) love you and forgive you your 

sins" (3:31) 

He also said: "And verily, you (O Muhammad) are indeed guiding (mankind) 

to the Straight Path" (42:52) 

3. Reading The Stories Of Those Who Followed Their Desires: 

Allah (SWT) says: "And relate to them the story of him to whom We gave Our 

Signs, but he threw them away, so Satan followed him up, and he became of 

those went astray.  And had We willed, We would have elevated him 

therewith but he clung to the earth and followed his own vain desires.  So 

his similitude is the similitude of a dog, if you drive him away, he pants with 

his tongue out or if you leave him alone, he (still) pants with his tongue out.  

Such is the similitude of the people who rejected Our Signs.  So relate the 

stories perhaps they may reflect" (7:175-6) 

Some scholars say that the above verses talk about Umayyah ibn Abis-Salt of 

Quraysh, though it puts general rules for anyone who rejects Allah's Signs.  It was 

reported that Umayyah knew from some Christian scholars that a prophet would be 

sent in Arabia; so he lived with the dream that he would be that prophet.  The when 

Allah (SWT) sent to Muhammad (peace be upon him), Ummayah's heart became 

filled with hatred toward Muhammad (peace be upon him).  The Prophet (peace be 

upon him) said "Umayyah ibn Abis-Salt almost became a Muslim" (Bukhari).  

He knew the truth but was hindered from following it by his desires and his hatred to 

him who was given that great honor from Allah.  One day Umayyah said to Abu 

Sufian: "It is the truth, follow it!" meaning Islam.  Abu Sufian asked: "Why don't you 

follow him?", he answered: "What prevent me from doing so is that I used to tell the 

women of Thaqif that I was the awaited prophet, and I would feel very shameful if 

they saw me follow that young man from Abd Manaf (the sub-tribe of the Prophet).  

Finally Umayyah decided to follow his own desires and died as a Kafir. 

C. STRIFE AGAINST SATAN: 

Why should one strive against Satan? 

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an what could be translated as: "Verily, Satan is an 

enemy to you: so treat him as an enemy.  He only invites his adherents that 

they may become companions of the Blazing Fire" (35:6) 

Allah (SWT) also told us about Satan's firm intention to mislead the children of 

Adam: "(Iblis) said: `Because you have sent me astray, surely I will sit in 

wait against them (human beings) on Your Straight Path.  Then I will come 
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to them from before them and behind them, from their right and from their 

left, and You will not find most of them as thankful ones'" (7:16-7) 

So when one is aware of the Satan's hatred to mankind, he should do his best to 

disobey whatever Satan whispers to him, since, definitely, what your enemy tries to 

persuade you to do achieves his, and not your, goals. 

Satan tries to deceive one's mind until he falls in his trap; he covers falsehood with 

the best-looking veil, truth with the ugliest veil.  He convinced people that it is for 

their own good to worship idols, sever their ties of kinship, bury their daughters and 

marry their own mothers.  He made people forsake the duty of enjoining the right 

and forbidding the wrong, out of politeness and keenness to keep good relationships 

with others, misinterpreting the verse "O you who believe! Take care of your 

own souls, if you follow right guidance, no hurt can come to you from those 

who are in error" (5:105).  Satan accompanied Adam (peace be upon him) and his 

wife until they were expelled from Jannah; he accompanied Adam's son until he 

killed his own brother; he kept on seducing Nuh's people until they were flooded, 

Aad until destroyed by the wind, Thamud and Median until annihilated by the blast; 

he misguided Pharaoh and his followers until they were drowned, and accompanied 

the Quraysh, telling them to disobey the Prophet (peace be upon him) until Allah 

granted him victory over them.  He then followed every misguided human being with 

the hope of leading him to the gates of Hell. 

The following are some means for struggling against Satan's whispering and 

temptations: 

1. Seeking Refuge in Allah: 

Allah (SWT) says in Surat-un-Nas what could be translated as: "Say: I seek refuge 

in the Lord of men, the King of men, the God of men, from the mischief of 

the slinking whisperer, who whispers (evil) in the hearts of men, from 

among jinn and men" (114) 

Refuge is sought in the Lord, Sovereign and God of mankind from the insidious 

whisperer, jinn or human, who prompts evil idea's in people's minds.  Allah instructs 

us to seek His protection against this sneaking evil which locates itself in our hearts.  

For, without the aid of Allah, we cannot rid ourselves of such an evil which creeps 

into our hearts surreptitiously and imperceptibly.  

This enemy is described as the `slinking whisperer'; he whispers evil in the hearts of 

people.  We do not know how jinn whisper in the hearts; but we know how many 

humans spread evil while unseen.  The word `slinking' is an approximate translation 
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of `Khannaas' which means that this enemy whispers and then retreats, then 

whispers again, and then retreats, and so on.  Some scholars say, explaining the 

meaning of `Khannaas', that Satan whispers evil in the heart of a person; then if 

that person remembers Allah, Satan retreats and hides.  And from the verse "who 

whispers in the hearts of men" one can see how close Satan is to him.  The 

Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "Satan flows in the body of a man the same 

way as blood flows (in his veins)".  Allah (SWT) has willed that Satan be so close 

to human beings; and since there is no way to protect oneself against such enemy 

other than to keep remembering Allah and seeking refuge in Him (SWT), the result is 

that one should always be in a state of mindfulness of Allah and determination to rid 

himself of that sneaking enemy. "And those who strive in Our Cause, We will 

certainly guide them to Our Paths: for verily Allah is with those who do 

right" (29:69) 

The Apostle of Allah (peace be upon him) has taught us some means of protection 

against Satan; among those means is what was mentioned in the Hadith: "Do not 

let your homes be like graves; Satan flies away from a home in which Surat-

ul-Baqarah is recited".  Another weapon to fight Satan with is to say, as the 

prophet instructed: "La Ilaha Illa Allah, Wahdahu La Shareeka Lah, Lahul-

Mulku Wa Lahul-Hamdu, Wahuwa Ala Kulli Shay'en Qadeer", which means 

"There is no god but Allah, no partners are there with Him, to Him belongs 

the Dominion (of everything), to Him is all Praise, and He is the 

Omnipotent".  The Prophet (peace be upon him) said that whoever says this Du'a a 

hundred times, will be protected against Satan for the whole day, besides being 

rewarded an enormous reward. 

2. Avoiding Unnecessary Gaze and Speech: 

Unnecessary gaze and speech are the origin of most iniquities; they are also the two 

major paths through which Satan breaks into one's heart.  Unlike the desire to eat or 

drink, the desire to gaze and speak are never satisfied; if the latter are left 

uncontrolled, they never stop, in which case they will make one commit more and 

more sins. 

Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, reported the Prophet (peace be upon 

him) as saying: "A part of adultery is man's portion which he achieves 

anyhow.  The adultery of the eyes is looking at that which is forbidden; the 

adultery of the ears is listening to that which is forbidden; the adultery of 

the tongue is uttering that which is forbidden; the adultery of the hand is 
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grasping that which is forbidden; the adultery of the feet is walking to that 

which is forbidden; and the heart yearns and desires and the genitals 

confirm it or give it the lie" (Bukhari & Muslim).  He also said to Mu'adh: "Will 

people not be thrown face down into hell only on account of the harvest of 

the tongue?" (Tirmidhi). 

D. STRIFE AGAINST THE TEMPTATIONS OF THIS LIFE: 

Allah (SWT) says what could be translated as: "Those are they who have bought 

the life of this world at the price of the Hereafter.  Their torment shall not 

be lightened nor shall they be helped" (2:86) 

Would you purchase that which ends at the price of that which is eternal?  Would you 

purchase the deceiving conveniences of this life at the price Jannah? 

Allah (SWT) says: "Beautified for men is the love of things they covet; 

women, children, heaped up hoards of gold and silver, branded horses, the 

cattle and well-tilled land.  This is the pleasure of the present world's life; 

but Allah has the excellent residence on return to Him" (3:14) 

The Prophet (peace be upon him) is reported to have said: "The world is green 

and pleasant, and Allah will appoint you vicegerents in it and will see how 

you conduct yourselves.  Then safeguard yourselves against the world and 

safeguard yourselves against women" (Muslim). 

The following are some means one should use to resist the temptations of this world: 

1. Learning About Jannah: 

Allah (SWT) says: "And be quick in the race for Forgiveness from your Lord, 

and for a Garden as wide as are the heavens and the earth, prepared for the 

pious" (3:133) 

He also says: "As to the righteous, they will be in a position of security, 

among Gardens and springs; dressed in silk and in rich brocade, facing each 

other.  So, We shall join them to companions with beautiful, big, and 

lustrous eyes.  There can they call for every kind of fruit in peace and 

security.  Nor will they there taste death, except the first death, and He will 

preserve them from the penalty of the blazing fire."  (44:51-6) 

Describing Jannah, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: "A believer will 

have a tent in Jannah hollowed out of a single pearl of which the length will 

be sixty miles in heavens.  The believer will have his family with him, he will 

go about in it and one of them will not be able to see another" (Bukhari & 

Muslim).  
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He also said: "The first group that enters Jannah will be like the full moon; 

and those who follow them will be like a very bright planet in the sky.  They 

will not be in need of passing water or of answering the call of nature or of 

spitting or of blowing their noses.  Their combs will be of gold and their 

perspiration will be like musk.  Their fireplaces will send forth the fragrance 

of aloes.  Their consorts will be beautiful large-eyed maidens.  They will be 

all equally well behaved, their features like their father Adam and in height 

like him rising sixty arms length towards the sky" (Bukhari & Muslim) 

Abu Sa'id reported the Prophet (peace be upon him) as saying: "Allah (SWT) will 

call the dwellers of Jannah and they will respond: `Here we are, our Lord, 

and all good is in Your Hands'.  He will ask them: `Are you happy?'  They 

will answer: `Why should we not be happy, our Lord, when You have 

bestowed upon us that which You have not bestowed on any of Your other 

creation' He will say to them: `Shall I bestow upon you even better than 

that?'  They will inquire: `What could be better than that?'  He will say: `I 

bestow upon you My Pleasure and I shall never hereafter be wroth with 

you'" (Bukhari & Muslim) 

When one knows what Allah (SWT) has prepared in Jannah, and realizes that such a 

position is attainable only through faith and good deeds and steadfastness on the 

Path of Allah, that will motivate one to be indifferent to this world and only take it as 

a path to the Hereafter where real happiness is awaiting him.  One will then behave 

according to the Prophet's teaching: "Be in this world as if you are a stranger or 

a traveller" (Bukhari) 

2. Learning About The Hell Fire: 

Allah (SWT) says: "O mankind! Fear your Lord! For the convulsion of the Hour 

(of Judgement) will be a thing terrible!  The Day you shall see it, every 

mother giving suck shall forget her suckling babe, and every pregnant 

female shall drop her load (unformed); you shall see mankind in a drunken 

riot, yet not drunk; but dreadful will be the Wrath of Allah"  (22:1-2). 

Ibn Katheer, in the interpretation of the above verses, cites the following Hadith:  

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: "On the Day of Resurrection, 

Allah (SWT) will say: O Adam! He will reply: Here I am, Our Lord, and all the 

good is in Your hands.  Then there will be a loud call saying: Allah 

commands you to take from among your off-spring a mission for the hell 

fire.  Adam will ask: My Lord! and who are the mission for the hell fire? Allah 



 114

will say: Out of each thousand, take out nine hundred and ninety nine!  At 

that time every pregnant female shall drop her load unformed, and a child 

will become gray-haired.  And you shall see mankind in a drunken riot, yet 

not drunk; but dreadful will be the Wrath of Allah.  When the Prophet (peace 

be upon him) mentioned this, the companions were so distressed and their faces got 

changed in color. Whereupon The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "Nine 

hundred and ninety nine from Gog and Magog will be taken out and one 

from you.  Your similitude (you Muslims) among people is that of a black 

hair on the side of a white ox, or a white hair on the side of a black ox; and I 

hope that you will be one fourth of the dwellers of Jannah; the companions 

made Takbeer; he said: I hope that you will be one third of the dwellers of 

Jannah, they made Takbeer again, he said: I hope that you will be one half 

of the dwellers of Jannah; then they made Takbeer."  (Bukhari) 

Dear brothers/sisters, think deeply about the above verses and Hadith, since in them 

is a call for everyone to strive and struggle against anything that might bring him 

closer to the Hell Fire and away from Jannah; a call to hold fast to the Rope of Allah 

and follow His Path.  Never be deceived by the large number of misguided people 

who are walking steadily and quickly on the road to Hell fire.  Allah says: "And 

when the sight is dazed, and the moon is buried in darkness, and the sun 

and the moon are joined together.  That Day will man say: Where is the 

refuge?.  By no means!  No place of safety.  Before Your Lord (alone) that 

Day will be the place of rest.  That Day will man be told all that he put 

forward and all that he put back.  (75:7-13) 

On that day, the disbelievers, those who have bought this world at the price of the 

Hereafter, will go back with their memories to that which they have done in this life.  

Each one of them will ask himself: Where is my long life?  Where is my beautiful 

eyesight? Where? Where?  At that time they will be awakened by Jahannam coming 

out suddenly to take them; all their dreams will vanish, and all their hopes will 

suddenly be annihilated.  "The Day they see it, it will be as if they had tarried 

but a single evening or at most till the following morning" (77:46). 

The angels of punishment will then come to take the disbelievers, with chains and 

yokes, they will then be covered with tar and fire blown onto them  "Their 

garments of liquid pitch, and their faces covered with fire" (14:50).  Then the 

angels of punishment will put the carcans around their necks so that their heads are 
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forced up. "We have put yokes round their necks right up to the chins so that 

their heads are forced up".  The angels will throw them, face down, into hell fire.  

"When the yokes shall be round their necks, and the chains; they shall be 

dragged along in the boiling fetid fluid; then in the fire shall they be burned" 

(40:71-2).  Then when they have entered the Fire, they find that the angels had 

tailored garments for them "But those who deny their Lord, for them will be 

cut out a garment of fire; over their heads will be poured out boiling water.  

With it will be scalded what is within their bodies as well as their skins.  In 

addition there will be maces of iron (to punish) them.  Every time they wish 

to get away therefrom, from anguish, they will be forced back therein, and 

(it will be said), `Taste the penalty of burning!'" (22:19-22).   

The angels of punishment then drag them across narrow paths where they get 

crowded in the heat of Jahannam. "And when they are cast, bound together, 

into a constricted place therein, they will plead for destruction" (25:12-7).  

In the middle of the heat, they try to run for shade but all they find is a "shade of 

black smoke, nothing to refresh, nor to please" (56:43-4).  They cry of hunger, 

the angel of punishment replies: "Then will you truly, O you that go wrong and 

treat truth as falsehood!  You will surely taste the tree of Zaqqum, then will 

you fill your insides therewith" (56:52-3).  Allah (SWT) describes that tree: "For 

it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of Hell-fire, the shoots of its fruit-

stalks are like the heads of devils".  They then crave a drink of water to cool 

their throats "And if they implore relief they will be granted water like melted 

brass, that will scald their faces.  How dreadful the drink!" (18:29).   

Nu'man ibn Bashir relates that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:  "The least 

tormented of the denizens of the Fire will be a person who will have two 

brands of fire under his feet whereby his brain will boil.  He will imagine 

himself to be the most tormented person yet he will be the least tormented 

of them." (Bukhari & Muslim).  He also said "On the Day of Judgement hell will 

be brought and it will have seventy thousand bridles, each bridle being 

pulled by seventy thousand angels" (Muslim). 

Ibn Umar related the Prophet (peace be upon him) as saying: "When the people of 

Jannah have entered Jannah and the people of the Fire have entered the 

Fire, death will be brought and will be placed between the Fire and Jannah, 

and then it will be slaughtered, and a call will be made that, `O people of 

Jannah, no more death! O people of the Fire, no more death!'  So the people 
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of Jannah will have happiness added to their previous happiness, and the 

people of the Fire will have sorrow added to their previous sorrow" (Bukhari 

& Muslim) 

Learning about the Fire and what will be going on therein--we seek refuge in Allah 

from it--is a very successful means to help one stand all the hardships of this life and 

reject all its temptations. 

3. Indifference To This Life: 

Preferring this life to the Hereafter contradicts the bargain that a Muslim has 

concluded with his Lord, "Allah has purchased of the believers their lives and 

their goods; for theirs (in return) is the Garden (of Paradise):  they fight in 

the cause of Allah and slay and be slain.  A promise binding on Him in truth, 

through the Torah, the Gospel and the Qur'an; and who is more faithful to 

his covenant than Allah.   Then rejoice in the bargain you have concluded: 

that is the achievement supreme".  (9:110-1)  

Allah (SWT) makes mention of the successful trade in another Surah: "O you who 

believe!  Shall I lead you to a bargain that will save you from a grievous 

penalty?  That you believe in Allah and His Apostle, and that you strive in 

the Cause of Allah with your property and your persons.  That will be best 

for you, if you but know.  He will forgive you your sins, and admit you to 

Gardens beneath which rivers flow, and to beautiful mansions in Gardens of 

eternity.  That is indeed the supreme achievement." (61:10-12) 

Sahl ibn Saad relates that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "Patrolling the 

frontier for a day is better than the world and all it contains.  Your being 

allotted a strip in Jannah no wider than your horse-whip is better than the 

world and all it contains.  Being occupied with striving in the Cause of Allah 

for a morning or an evening is better than the world and all it contains" 

(Bukhari & Muslim) 

Reclining to the earth and seeking its conveniences on the account of the Hereafter 

brings about great loss and causes one to be subject to the penalty of Allah, "O you 

who believe! What is the matter with you, that when you are asked to go 

forth in the Cause of Allah you cling heavily to the earth?  Do you prefer the 

life of this world to the Hereafter?  But little is the comfort of this life, as 

compared with the Hereafter.  Unless you go forth, He will punish you with a 

grievous penalty, and put others in your place; but Him you would not harm 

in the least, for Allah has power over all things"  (9:38-9) 
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Allah also says: "Not equal are those believers who sit at home except those 

who are disabled, and those who strive and fight in the Cause of Allah with 

their goods and their persons.  Allah has granted a grade higher to those 

who strive and fight with their goods and their persons than those who sit 

at home.  Unto each, Allah has promised good, but those who strive and 

fight has He distinguished above those who sit at home by a huge reward.  

Ranks specially bestowed by Him and forgiveness and mercy.  For Allah is 

Oft forgiving, Most Merciful" (4:95-6) 

In order to have the precise and accurate criterion for evaluating his deeds in this 

life, a Muslim should always be mindful of the following three extremely important 

pictures: Jannah and what Allah has prepared in it for the righteous, Hell-fire and 

what Allah has prepared in it for the rebellious, and the life of this world and how 

short and insignificant it is relative to the Hereafter.  A blur in any of these pictures 

results in a significant imbalance in one's life. 

D. STRIFE AGAINST ENEMIES AND HYPOCRITES: 

Allah (SWT) says what could be translated as: "O Prophet! strive hard against 

the unbelievers and the hypocrites, and be severe against them.  Their 

abode is Hell,--an evil destination" (66:9) 

This command from Allah is not restricted to the Prophet (peace be upon him) but 

extends to include all his followers.   

The following are some means for striving against the enemies and hypocrites: 

1. Abidance by Islam: 

There is nothing that fills the enemies and hypocrites with rage more than seeing an 

observant or `Multazim' Muslim who implements Islam in everything.  They get more 

filled with fury when they see Muslims loving each other and caring for one another, 

cooperating among themselves in righteousness and piety.  Since that picture of the 

Muslim society, per se, is a powerful weapon against enemies and hypocrites that 

aborts their attempt to destroy Islam, we should be very keen to fulfil it in our 

Muslim communities.  Allah (SWT) says: "Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, 

and those who are with him are severe against the disbelievers, and 

merciful among themselves.  You see them bow and prostrate (in prayer) 

seeking bounty from Allah and (His) Good Pleasure.  On their faces are their 

marks, (being) the traces of their prostration.  This is their similitude in the 

Torah.  And their similitude in the Gospel is like a seed which sends forth its 

blade, then makes it strong, it then becomes thick, and it stands straight up 
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on its stem, delighting the sowers--that He may enrage the disbelievers 

with them.  Allah has promised those of them who believe and do righteous 

deeds forgiveness and a great reward" (49:29) 

It is to be noted that this Ayah is not confined to the companions of the Prophet 

(peace be upon him) but includes all those who follow his guidance until the Day of 

Judgement. 

2. Calling Them To Islam: 

Muslims should call the unbelievers to embrace Islam, with wisdom and good 

preaching; we should explain the plain truth to them and do our best to correct their 

beliefs and conduct. "Invite to the Way of your Lord with wisdom and 

beautiful preaching, and argue with them in ways that are best and most 

gracious" (16:125) 

None has ever been more keen to guide the disbelievers to the Right Path than was 

the Prophet (peace be upon him).  We probably all know about what happened when 

he went to Ta'if and spent there ten long days, taking all opportunities to speak with 

their leaders, until they got tired of him and chased him of their land.  He then 

supplicated to his Lord: "O Lord! To You alone I make complaint of my 

helplessness, the paucity of my resources and my insignificance before 

mankind.  You are the Most Merciful of the mercifuls.  You are the Lord of 

the helpless and the weak, O Lord of Mine!  Into whose hands would You 

abandon me: into the hands of an unsympathetic foe who would sullenly 

frown at me, or to the enemy who has been given control over my affairs?  

But if Your wrath does no fall upon me, there is nothing for me to worry 

about.  I seek protection in the light of Your Countenance, which illuminates 

the heavens and dispels every darkness, and Which control all affairs in this 

world as well as in the Hereafter.  May it never that I should incur Your 

wrath, or that You should be wrathful to me.  And there is no power nor 

resource, but Yours alone". 

At that time, Allah (SWT) sent the Angel of Mountains to the Prophet (peace be upon 

him) asking for his permission to destroy the people of Makkah, but the Prophet 

(peace be upon him) answered: "No! Maybe Allah will bring out from among 

their progeny people who will worship Him alone" 

3. Struggling Against The Enemies: 

We should prepare all what we could for defeating the enemies; Allah (SWT) says in 

Surat-ul-Anfal: "And get ready against them all you can of power, including 
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steeds of war, to strike terror into (the hearts of) the enemy of Allah and 

your enemy, and others besides whom you may not know but whom Allah 

does know>  And whatever you shall spend in the Cause of Allah shall be 

repaid unto you and you shall not be treated unjustly"   (8:60). 

As for the hypocrites, we are ordered to call them to the Path of Truth and then turn 

aside form them; that is what we learn from the Seerah of the Prophet (peace be 

upon him). 

E. STRIFE AGAINST THE DISOBEDIENT BELIEVERS:   

Why should we strive against transgressing Muslims?  Allah (SWT) says in Surat-ul-

Ma'idah: "Curses were pronounced on those among the Children of Israel 

who rejected Faith, by the tongue of David and of Jesus, son of Mary, 

because they disobeyed and persisted in excesses.  They used not to forbid 

one another from the iniquities which they committed.  Vile indeed was 

what they used to do." (5:78-9) 

1. Preaching: 

If we, Muslims, wish to avoid being cursed, we should try our best to stop those 

among us who commit iniquities; in this respect we should use all available means in 

accordance with the Shari'ah.  We should explain to them how disobeying Allah leads 

to His displeasure which, in turn, leads the sinner to be thrown in Hell-fire; we 

should also make them aware of the fact that sins deprives one from the Blessings 

and bounties of Allah. 

2. Turning Away: 

One of the most successful means of strife against the iniquitous is to turn aside 

from them while they are committing sins, and we should sit with them when we are 

trying to preach to them.  However, if we befriend them and join them at all times 

even when they are committing sins, thus implicitly declaring our acceptance of what 

they are doing, we will be acting like the Children of Israel and will be disobeying 

Allah's command: "And when you see those who engage in vain discourse 

about Our Signs, turn away from them unless they turn to different theme.  

If Satan ever makes you forget, then after recollection, sit not in the 

company of those who do wrong" (6:68) 

3. Joining The Jama'ah: 

Joining the right Jama'ah not only help one strive against disobedient Muslims, but it 

also helps him overcome all the aforementioned enemies; a Muslim is weak when he 

is alone but strong when part of a Jama'ah. 
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SECTION II:   VARIOUS MEANS OF STRIFE 

1. Spending In The Cause of Allah: 

Financial support is indispensable for any kind of strife, Failure to fulfil financial 

requirements may lead to cessation of Jihad. 

Spending in the Cause of Allah is the proof of sincerity of a believer; Allah (SWT) 

says what could be translated as: "Only those are believers who have believed 

in Allah and His Apostle, and have never since doubted, but have striven 

with their wealth and their persons in the Cause of Allah; such are the 

sincere ones" (49:15) 

2. Delivering The Message Of Islam: 

This involves verbal conveyance of the Message of Truth to disbelievers and 

disobedient Muslims; it is an obligation on every Muslim, according to his capabilities 

and the environment he lives in.  Allah (SWT) says: "You are the best people 

evolved to mankind, enjoining what is right, forbidding what is wrong and 

believing in Allah" (3:110). 

There are some consideration that should be borne in mind while delivering the 

message of Islam: 

i. Priorities: 

One should start with describing the basic principles of Islam before getting into 

details; for example, start with the pillars of faith before beard-growing.  

Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said to Mu'adh, when he sent him to the 

people of Yemen to educate them about Islam: "You are going to meet people 

who have scriptures (People of the Book); so let the first thing you talk to 

them about is the Shahada that there is no god but Allah and that 

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah; if they accept that from you, tell them 

that Allah has prescribed for them five prayers every day and night; if they 

accept that from you, tell them that Allah has prescribed a poor-due to be 

taken from their rich and given to their poor." (Bukhari) 

ii. Patience : 

Allah says: "Or do you think that you shall enter Jannah without such (trials) 

as came to those who passed away before you?  They encountered suffering 

and adversity and were shaken in spirit that even the Apostle and those 

who were with him cried: `When will come the help of Allah?' Verily, the 

help of Allah is near" (2:214) 



 121

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "Hell-fire is surrounded by all kinds of 

desires and passions, and Jannah is surrounded by all kinds of disliked 

undesirable things" (Bukhari) 

iii. Studying the Environment:  

A da'iah has to study the environment he is working in, in order to choose the best 

possible method to adopt in delivering the message.  Factors such as peoples 

mentality, interests and socioeconomic status should be considered. 

Means of Conveyance of the Message: 

1. Islamic books 

2. Islamic newspapers, magazines and brochures 

3. Khutbahs, lessons and lectures  

4.  Social relationships such as visits, picnics, and establishment of friendship. 

5. Islamic entertainment parties. 

6. Da'wah through the media: the internet, radio, television, etc. 

3. Educating People About Islam: 

This is basically the establishment of the Muslim personality which fulfils the basic 

requirements of a Da'iah, having the correct understanding of Islam, high level of 

faith and general knowledge of the political and economic variables in today's world. 

Means: 

1. Islamic circles held in Masjids 

1.  Intensive courses given at Masjids 

2. Personal reading 

3. Study groups of two or more people 

4. Schools which teach programs in Shari'ah 

4. Political Strife: 

This involves planning and working for making Islam the religion of choice. 

5. Struggling Against The Enemies Of Islam 

The purpose of this kind of strife is to remove obstacles that prevent the spread of 

Islam. 

6. Doing Good Deeds: 

Probably the best example of good deeds is being dutiful to one's parents, looking 

after them and fulfilling their needs.  Allah (SWT) said: "Your Lord has decreed 

that you worship none but Him, and that you be kind to your parents" 

(17:23). Another field of good deeds is to perform the voluntary worships (Nafilah), 

e.g., Salah other than the prescribed, fasting, charity, etc. 



 122

DISTINCTIVENESS 

Islam has its own features which make it unique among all other religions, Divinely 

ordained as well as man-made.  Unlike all other religions, Islam was sent down to 

serve as a way of life for all humanity and not limited to a nation or a group of 

people as had been the case with other religions.  Islam is also a comprehensive 

religion, i.e. Deen, whose teachings encompass all aspects of life: spiritual, social, 

economic, political, etc.  Islam is also the last Divine message to mankind.  Because 

of the uniqueness of Islam, the character of its followers, the Muslims, should also be 

easily distinguishable from followers of other religions.  The Muslim personality, 

molded into shape by Islamic teachings, serves as a practical means of Da'wah to 

other people to follow Islam.  

In his teachings, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) has placed great emphasis on the 

distinctiveness of the Muslim personality and warned against what would happen to 

his Ummah after his death.  Abu Hurairah relates that the Prophet (PBUH) said what 

could be translated as: "By Him in Whose Hands my life is, you will follow 

those who went before you, hand width by hand width and cubit by cubit; 

even if they enter a burrow of a lizard you will enter it after them".  The 

companions asked: "(You mean) Jews and Christians?"  He answered: "Who else!".  

By looking at the present situation of Muslim, one believes even more in what the 

Prophet (PBUH) said.   

We also know from Seerah that the Prophet (PBUH) insisted that Muslims be 

different from Jews and Christians in their call for prayer; he did not agree on using 

either a bell or a horn but ordered them to call by Adhan. 

Distinctiveness Of Early Muslims: 

Preserving one's personality against melting in the surrounding society is not always 

easy.  Our righteous Salaf (ancestors) have given us superior examples of holding 

fast to the truth even if a Muslim has to stand by himself against the wave. 

Amr ibn Maymoon said: "I joined Mu'adh in Yemen and stayed with him until I buried 

him in Syria.  Then I accompanied the next most knowledgeable person, Abdallah ibn 

Mas'ud.  I once heard Abdallah say: `Join the Jama'ah as Allah's Hand is with the 

Jama'ah.'  On another occasion I heard him say `There will be appointed on you 

rulers who will delay the Salah; when this happens, make your Salah on time alone 

and then pray again with your rulers, the latter will be counted as Nafilah.'  I said to 

Abdallah: `O companions of Muhammad (PBUH)!  I don't know what you are telling 

us!  One time you urge me to stick to Jama'ah, then you tell me to pray alone the 
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Faridah and pray Nafilah with the Jama'ah'.  Abdallah answered: `O Amr ibn 

Maymoon! I thought you were one of the most knowledgeable people in this town!  

Do you know what Jama'ah is?'  I said: `No'.  He answered: `Jama'ah is whoever is 

on the right, even if you are alone'". 

Ibn Mas'ud also said: "Do not be an Imma'ah (characterless person)" He was asked: 

"What is an Imma'ah?"  He answered: "It is he who says: `I will follow other people, 

If they do good I will do good, and if they do bad, I will do bad'.  Rather, everyone of 

you should train himself that if people do good he does good and if they do bad he 

will avoid doing what they do."  He also said: "In Jahiliyah we used to describe as 

Imma'ah a man who followed others to food tables without being invited.  Today we 

label as an Imma'ah the one who follows others in whatever they do, whether right 

or wrong. 

Distinctiveness Of Da'wah: 

For any Da'wah to be successful, it needs to possess its own character, reflected in 

its goals and methods and in the conduct of its followers.  In Makkah, we see that 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and his followers refused all kinds of compromise with 

the Mushrikeen.  Because of the believers' steadfastness and keenness to retain their 

character, more and more people joined them and followed their way.  A Da'wah that 

does not emphasize its character and agrees to come to a compromise with the 

society it lives within implicitly declares to people that it does not have a firm ground 

to stand on and, consequently, is not likely to attract new followers. 

What Produces The Distinctive Muslim Personality? 

The distinctive Muslim personality is a product of two important factors: correct 

understanding and firm belief. 

1. Understanding: 

And by understanding we mean the correct understanding of Islam based on its two 

principal sources, i.e. Qur'an and Sunnah.  This understanding establishes in the 

Da'iah's mind the criteria which he should use to judge all major as well as minor 

issues he might encounter during his whole life.  Having attained the required level 

of understanding, a Da'iah will come out with proper judgement for issues which 

confuse those who lack this understanding; and this will help the Da'iah hold fast to 

the right even in presence of overwhelming opposition. 

2. Firm Belief:   

This stage follows understanding and is sometimes referred to as `understanding by 

heart'.   
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A person who has attained this stage is not only intellectually convinced that what he 

carries is the truth, but he also becomes willing to defend his belief with his effort, 

time, wealth and even his own soul if the need calls. 

A Da'iah in whom the above two conditions have been fulfilled is willing to persist on 

striving in the cause of Islam and never give up until Allah (SWT) grants him either 

Nasr (victory) or Shahadah (martyrdom).  This is because such a Da'iah is always 

yearning to the Hereafter and to what Allah has prepared in it for those who strive in 

His cause; at the same time he realizes how worthless the conveniences of this life 

are and, therefore, cannot be tempted to forsake his Da'wah for any material 

benefits.  The lack of the above two factors results in the opposite; i.e. the Da'iah 

can very easily be intimidated to give up his Da'wah or is willing to trade it for 

earthly benefits such as wealth, status, position, etc. 

Features Of The Distinctive Personality: 

1. A Muslim should be completely free from any trace of Jahiliyah that might 

contaminate his concepts, beliefs or feelings. 

2. In order to show his distinctiveness, a Muslim should abide by the teachings 

of Islam in all aspects of his life. 

3. A Muslim Da'iah should believe that striving for the cause of Allah and for 

establishing Islam on earth is the goal for his existence. 

4. A Muslim should be proud of his message and always remember the Ayah: 

"And who is better in speech than the one who calls (others) to Allah, 

does good deeds and says: I am one of the Muslims" (41:33) 

 He should proudly declare that he is a Muslim, not only by saying so, but also 

through his deeds and conduct in this life. 

How To Establish The Distinctive Muslim Personality: 

In the process of establishing the Muslim personality, some factors need to be 

observed and should dominate the environment in which the Muslim is being 

educated.  The following is a summary of these factors. 

1. The proper Manhaj (Program): 

The Manhaj used for education should be one that encompasses all aspects of Islam: 

ideologic, moral and spiritual.  This will produce a balanced personality which is free 

from any extremism.  If any of these aspects is neglected or overemphasized, a dis-

torted personality will result.  The ideal program to use is the same one that Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) used to educate his Sahabah; the program that produced the 

best nation that has ever been brought out for mankind; the program that produced 
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the generation that held fast to the rope of Allah no matter what opposition they had 

to face. 

2. The good example: 

It is not enough for an educator to be a scholar or a good speaker.  In addition, he 

should practice what he preaches; he also ought to have Taqwa.  Malek ibn Deenar 

said: "If a scholar does not apply what he knows, his words slip off his audience's 

hearts like a drop of water slips off a glazed rock." 

3. Righteous environment: 

A Muslim should always join a righteous Jama'ah.  Islamic education cannot be 

productive as long as the person lives in the middle of a Jahili society.  It is therefore 

very important that the stages of training include activities such as long camps and 

trips where the Muslim can live in a purely Muslim society for some time. 
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OBEDIENCE 

Obedience in the Islamic Shari'ah means working to carry out a command with the  

intention to please Allah (SWT), as could be concluded from the correct Hadith of the 

Prophet (peace be upon him) "The works are measured by intentions, and 

everyone will be rewarded accordingly" (Bukhari & Muslim). 

Imam Al Banna defines obedience as an immediate response to fulfill the commands 

in every situation, whether in accordance or contradiction to one's desire. 

Obedience has been emphasized both in the Qur'an and in the Sunnah. 

Obedience In The Qur'an: 

Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taala) says in the Qur'an what could be translated as: "O you 

who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Apostle, and those of you (Muslims) 

who are in authority.  And if you differ in anything among yourselves, refer 

it to Allah and His Apostle, if you believe in Allah and the Last Day"  (4:59) 

Al Qurtubi said in the interpretation of the above verse that Allah (Subhanahu Wa 

Taala) has ordered us first to obey Him by following His commands and avoiding that 

which He ordered us to avoid.  Second, we must obey the Prophet (peace be upon 

him) in what he ordered us to do or avoid.  And third, we must obey those of us, 

Muslims, who are in authority, unless their orders contradict the Shari'ah of Allah.  

Shaikh Al Islam Ibn Taymiyah classifies leaders into two categories: those who have 

knowledge, i.e., scholars (Ulama'), and those who have power, i.e., rulers, group 

leaders, army commanders, etc.  In other words, a leader is a person who is in 

position to give commands and be obeyed by others; the authority this person 

possesses is derived either from his knowledge of Islam or from his position in a 

state or a Jama'ah. 

Obedience In The Sunnah: 

Several Hadiths have emphasized obedience, of which we choose the following: 

Abu Hurairah relates the Prophet (peace be upon him) as saying: "The children of 

Israel were ruled by Prophets, whenever one dies, he was succeeded by 

another.  However, there will be no Prophet after me, instead, there will be 

many Khalifahs."  The companions asked: What do you command us to do then?  

He answered:  "Fulfil your covenant of allegiance with them, one after the 

other, and render to them that which is due to them, for Allah will ask them 

about that which is committed to them"  (Bukhari & Muslim). 
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Auf ibn Malik relates that he heard the Prophet (peace be upon him) say: "Your 

best rulers will be those whom you love and who love you, and for whom 

you pray and who pray for you; and your worst rulers will be those whom 

you hate and who hate you, and whom you curse and who curse you"  We 

asked: "O Messenger of Allah! shall we not boycott them?  He said: "Not so long as 

they establish the Salah" (Muslim). 

Ibn Umar relates that he heard the Prophet (peace be upon him) say: "He who fails 

to obey in any respect shall meet his Lord on the Day of Judgement and will 

have no excuse to offer; and he who dies without having sworn allegiance 

will die in error" (Muslim).  In another version "He who dies having discarded 

his association with Jama'ah dies in error" 

He also relates that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "He who should have 

sworn allegiance to one leader and should have committed his hand and his 

heart to him should obey him to the limit of his capacity.  If another should 

contest the authority of that leader should be committed to the sword" (Part 

of a long Hadith reported by Muslim). 

Ibn Abbas relates that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said: "If a person 

experiences something unpleasant at the hands of a ruler he should bear it 

with equanimity, for he who departs from obedience a hand's breadth dies 

in error (Jahiliyyah)" (Bukhari & Muslim). 

All the above Hadiths deal with `Al Imamah Al Kubra' or the supreme leadership 

of Muslims, i.e., the ruler who is chosen by Muslims in order to implement Islam as a 

government system.  The rulers of Muslims at the present time could not be included 

in this category, since they do not work for protecting Islam, nor do they claim that 

they are doing so.  As for the leaders of Muslim Jama'ahs, their leadership is partial 

and, again, could not be classified into this category. 

WHO ARE THE LEADERS? 

There are two types of leadership in Islam: 

1. Al Imarah Al Kubra, or supreme leadership:  This means the leader of the whole 

Muslim Ummah.  The above verse and Hadiths apply to this kind of leadership. 

2. Limited or Temporary Leadership: This type includes leading a group on a trip, 

to pilgrimage, or leading an army troop in Jihad.  Each of the two kinds of leaders 

should be considered separately in term of rights and duties.   
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Al Imarah Al Kubra: 

This type of leadership has been defined by the Muslim scholars as succeeding the 

Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) in protecting the religion (Islam) and 

leading humanity in their life.   

Appointing a leader is a must as all scholars agree.   

That leader should possess certain characteristics. 

1. Justice, with all that it implies. 

2. Knowledge, up to the degree of Ijtihad, i.e., being able to draw injunctions 

directly from the Qur'an and the Sunnah. 

3. Absence of physical handicap that could slow down his movement. 

4. Sound senses, especially vision and hearing. 

5.  Bravery. 

6. Wisdom. 

7. Nobility; he should be from the Quraish. 

There are two main duties that a Khalifah should perform: 1. Protecting the religion, 

and 2. Ruling the world therewith. 

I. PROTECTING ISLAM: 

Protecting Islam includes preserving it as well as implementing its injunctions in all 

aspects of life. 

1. Preserving Islam: 

This includes preserving Islamic facts and concepts and conveying them to other 

people in their original form as taught by the Prophet (peace be upon him) and as 

conveyed by his companions in the early days, without making any change in the 

basic principles or practices. 

In order to preserve Islam, a leader should defend the land of Muslims against the 

enemies of Islam, since the invasion of Muslim lands by disbelievers is the greatest 

mischief that results in disfigurement of the aspects of Islam and the Fitnah of many 

Muslims.  Furthermore, it is the duty of the Muslim leaders to spread the message of 

Islam to the neighboring lands so the Islamic system dominates over all the systems 

of Jahiliyyah.   

About this subjects, Imam Al-Mawardi said: "One of the obligations upon Muslim 

Imams is to make Jihad against those who resist Islam after being called to become 

Muslims until they become Dhimmis (Non-Muslims under Muslims' protection). 

 

 



 129

2. Implementing Islam: 

This includes: 

a) Practicing and enforcing Islamic laws in the relationships among individuals, 

their relationship with the state, and the relationship of the Islamic state with 

other states, and 

b) Forcing and encouraging people to follow Islamic regulations and avoid the 

unlawful, and punishing those who disobey.  Ibn Taymiyah said: "The Imam 

should enforce the daily prayers upon all those who can pray, and punish 

those who do not pray".  He added: "If a group of people refuse to pray, fast 

or give Zakah or commit Haram, the Imam should fight them until they 

behave in accordance with Islam".  Ridding the society of all kinds of mischief 

that contradict Islam is one of the major duties of a Muslim Imam since one 

cannot claim to be preserving Islam while allowing unlawful practices in the 

society as long as he has the power to stop them. "Those who, if We 

establish them in the land, establish Salah and give Zakah, enjoin the 

right and forbid the wrong"  (22:41) 

II. RULING WITH ISLAM: 

This means managing the affairs of both the government and the subjects so as to 

bring about good and prevent evil; this can only be achieved if every aspect of life is 

managed in accordance with the injunctions and principles of the Islamic Shari'ah.   

In his book about Aqidah, Imam At-Tahawi summarizes the right of a Muslim leader 

on his followers as follows: "We do not believe that we should boycott our leaders 

even if they transgress; we should not curse them or disobey them.  We believe that 

obeying our leaders is part of obeying Allah, as long as they do not command us to 

do something that displeases Allah."   

The above statement could be further explained in the following points: 

1. Boycotting or declaring disobedience against the leaders is Haram, since it 

leads to division of the Muslim Ummah.  Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 

him) said: "If a person experiences something unpleasant at the hands 

of a ruler he should bear it with equanimity, for he who departs from 

obedience a hand's breadth dies in error (Jahiliyyah)" (Bukhari & 

Muslim). 

2. We should pray that Allah (Subhanahu Wa Taala) may guide our leaders to 

the Right Path and give them advice, following the right manners of advice. 
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3. We should fight with them and perform Salah behind them, even if transgress 

and commit sins which are not considered Kufr. 

The above discussion was an outline of the requirement for a leader, his right upon 

his followers and his duties toward them.  Such criteria apply only to leaders of a 

Muslim state, and by no means should they be applied to a leader of one of the 

present Islamic Jama'ahs. 

OUR POSITION TOWARD PRESENT RULERS: 

None of the present rulers of the Muslim countries is eligible to be given the pledge 

of allegiance.  They either inherited their thrones or came to authority by brut force 

or by falsification of elections.  Furthermore, all of them partially or completely 

rejected the Islamic Shari'ah.  A present ruler is either a Fasiq (transgressor), a 

Munafiq (hypocrite) or a Kafir (unbeliever). 

1. Fasiq: This kind admits that the Islamic Shari'ah could bring happiness and 

welfare to humanity, and that its implementation is obligatory; they also implement 

some of the Islamic punishments (Hudud).   

Meanwhile, they do not follow Islamic teachings in their private lives, commit sins 

including major sins, and are not willing to implement the Shari'ah in all aspects of 

their subjects' life.   

Those leaders are Fasiqs and should be obeyed only in what is in accordance with 

Islam. 

2. Munafiq: This kind puts all kinds of obstacles in the way of Muslim reformers, 

does not save any effort in stopping the Da'wah procession, yet they declare that 

Islam is a valid way of life and that it should be brought into power.  However, their 

aim in saying so is to `hypnotize' and deceive the sincere, but ignorant common 

people.  Those are hypocrites who should not be obeyed, rather, their plots for 

resisting Islam should be revealed to their deceived subjects. 

3. Kafir: This kind propagates ideologies that are in total contradiction with Islam.  

They claim that Islam is no longer a valid system for ruling people in the 20th 

century; they may also deny some basic principles of Islam or change some of its 

basic injunctions, such as giving men and women equal shares of inheritance, or 

encouraging people not to fast during Ramadan, claiming that it reduces their 

productivity.  They also propagates their ideologies through educational curricula in 

schools.  Rulers of this kind are Kafirs who should be resisted and boycotted, 

whenever possible.   
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Temporary or Limited Leadership: 

When a group is on a journey or traveling for Hajj , they should appoint an Amir or 

leader to lead them safely to their destination.  Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 

him) said: "If three people were on a journey, they should appoint a leader 

from among them" (Abu Daud).  He also said: "It is unlawful for any three 

people who are on a journey not to appoint a leader from among them" 

(Ahmad). 

Ibn Taymiyah, commenting on these two Hadiths, said: "Since the Prophet (peace be 

upon him) commanded that we appoint leaders for such temporary gatherings, it is 

obvious that leaders should be appointed for longer-lasting gatherings". 

The leadership of Islamic Jama'ahs may be considered of the temporary type.  

Obeying such leaders is obligatory according to the pledge that has been given to 

them. 

THE NECESSITY OF OBEDIENCE: 

Obedience is one of the vital requirements for the success of any movement; in 

Islam, obedience is part of the basic principles of religion.  Obeying the leaders of 

the Jama'ah is part of obeying Allah, since the major task of the Jama'ah is to work 

for the establishment of an Islamic life in which the injunctions of the Shari'ah are 

implemented. 

Imam Maududi, may Allah have mercy on him, explains this concept saying: "From a 

purely religious standpoint, the obedience of the individuals in a Jama'ah to their 

leader in matters that are in accordance with Shari'ah is part of their obedience to 

Allah and His Apostle.  And since an individual, in the first place, has accepted to 

work for this Da'wah only for the sake of Allah, and has agreed that someone be his 

leader only for the sake of Allah, his obedience to his leader is essentially an act of 

obeying Allah and His Apostle; and his willingness to obey will be directly related to 

his submission to Allah; and since that obedience is for Allah's sake, the reward one 

gets from Allah for it will be great, insha' Allah." 

Beware of Fitnah: 

A Muslim should train himself to obey his leaders. Working with others requires a 

great deal of patience, self-discipline and mutual understanding. It also requires the 

willingness to accept and carry out commands that are in contradiction with one's 

own opinion, as long as that command is what the Jama'ah is adopting.  Therefore, 

not all practicing Muslims are able to work in Jama'ah; some may consider it 
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disgraceful to obey others' orders; others consider organization and working in 

harmony with others to be obstacles in the way of their creativity. 

Such persons bring more harm than good to a Jama'ah.  A disobedient individual 

gives a bad example to others.  This ultimately creates disorder in the Jama'ah and 

makes it seem to outsiders as if the Jama'ah were full of internal conflicts, thus 

hindering others from even considering joining it. 

NOTE: 

It should be noted that we do not claim that a person who rejected to work with a 

Jama'ah is subject to the Prophet's Hadith "He who departs from obedience a 

hand's breadth dies in error (Jahiliyyah)", or  "He who dies having discarded 

his association with Jama'ah dies in error"; these two Hadiths deal with a 

situation where there is an Islamic state with a leader who implements the 

injunctions of Islam in the nation's everyday matters, whereas what we have at 

present is a few Jama'ahs working for bringing Islam back ; we believe that we are 

the closest Jama'ah to the correct approach, but we do not consider ourselves the 

Muslim Jama'ah that, if a person forsakes, he or she will die in error. 

CONSULTATION: 

It should not be understood that by stressing the importance of obedience, we 

discourage Shura (consultation) or freedom to express one's opinion.  A leader 

should always consult his followers; the Prophet (peace be upon him) always 

consulted his followers.  Each individual in the Jama'ah has the right to express his 

opinion and the leader should listen and implement what proves to be right.  It has 

been reported that when the Prophet (peace be upon him) was heading to Makkah to 

make 'Umrah in the sixth year after Hijrah, Quraish prevented him from entering; 

the Prophet (peace be upon him) wanted to send Umar to explain to Quraish that 

Muslims came only for 'Umrah and not for war.  Umar said: "O Messenger of Allah! 

Quraish know well how harsh I have been on them, and there is none of my tribe 

there to protect me.  However, I can suggest a man who has better protection there; 

Uthman ibn Affan.  The Prophet (peace be upon him) accepted Umar's suggestion. 

The implementation of Shura requires the freedom of opinion and speech. Once a 

man said to Umar: "O Umar! Fear Allah!", Umar replied: "Say it! There is no good in 

you if you don't, and there is no good in us if we do not listen".  A requisite for the 

expression of opinion is courage; and courage is a natural outcome of correct 

Tawheed which creates in the heart of a Muslim firm belief that no one can ever 

harm or benefit him except with Allah's leave. 
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LIMITS OF FREEDOM OF OPINION: 

1. The purpose of expressing one's opinion should be to give a sincere Nasiha 

(advice), seeking the reward from Allah alone, and not to slander the leader. 

2. It should be based on knowledge.  

3. If his opinion is rejected, a person should not react by defaming the leader. 
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 TAJARRUD 

  (SINGLENESS OF PURPOSE) 

To be sincere to Allah is a basic requirement in the Islamic Shari'ah.  Sincerity is also 

considered a major condition if one wants Allah to accept his deeds.  To be sincere is 

to deprive oneself of everything but the worship of Allah and complete submission to 

Him. 

The Meaning of Tajarrud: 

According to Mukhtar Al Sihah (a dictionary), Tajarrada is to strip, denude or lay 

bare.   

The meaning of Tajarrud in Shari'ah, however, is to deprive yourself of everything 

but complete devotion to Allah.  Your movements and thought should be exclusively 

toward attaining His Pleasure and nothing else; no earthly desires such as the love of 

money or power.  Allah says what could be translated as: "There is for you an 

excellent example (to follow) in Ibrahim and those with him, when they 

said to their people: `We are clear of you and of whatever you worship 

besides Allah: We have rejected you, and there has arisen between us and 

you enmity and hatred forever, unless you believe in Allah and Him alone" 

(60:4) 

Ibrahim and those with him rejected their people, including their own parents, their 

sons, their brothers and their mates; they severed their relationship with them and 

with whatever they believed in besides Allah; they rejected their people's stray path 

of worshipping idols and associating partners with Allah; they also declared hatred 

and hostility toward the unbelievers unless they believed in Allah alone.  This firm 

resistance of the believers and their rejection of their people is a great example of 

deprivation (Tajarrud) of all emotions and thoughts and complete submission and 

submission to Allah (SWT).  Therefore, Allah has made Ibrahim and those who 

followed him an example of excellence to be followed by all Muslims.  Then Allah 

(SWT) has informed us that this group of people prayed to Him saying: "Our Lord! 

In You do we trust and to You do we turn in repentance: To You is our   final 

Goal" (60:4) 

The Most Trustworthy Handhold Of Faith: 

Following Ibrahim and his followers as an example is not only by denying the matters 

that contradict our faith, but also by following the example of their behavior under all 

the circumstances they went through and remembering with sympathy the link that 

ties us to them; thus we become, like what Sayyed Qutb said: "A huge tree with 
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deep roots and many branches; the tree that was first planted by the first of all 

Muslims, Ibrahim (PBUH)" 

Therefore, we reach the clear conclusion that we should declare enmity and hatred 

toward those who prefer this life to the Hereafter and who feel proud because they 

have taken partners besides Allah, even though those people might be our parents, 

our sons, our brothers or our mates.  We should not allow any opening in our hearts 

for emotions to penetrate, since those people have preferred Kufr to Iman.  Allah 

says , "Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your 

kindred, the wealth you have gained, the commerce in which you fear a 

decline, and the dwellings in which you delight are dearer to you than Allah 

and His Apostle, and striving hard and fighting in His Cause;--then wait until 

Allah brings about His Decision (torment).  And Allah guides not the 

rebellious folk." (9:24) 

The Prophet (PBUH) is reported to have said "The most trustworthy handhold of 

faith is to love and hate only for the sake of Allah" 

Love And Hate For The Sake Of Allah: An Indicator of Tajarrud: 

The establishment of the concept of love and hate for the sake of Allah in one's soul 

indicates that one has deprived oneself of all desires and devoted oneself to Allah 

exclusively.  This deprivation is what is termed `true sincerity' or `Ikhlas', which is 

the origin of the religion that Allah has revealed to His Prophets (PBUH).  This was 

explained by Shaikh Al Islam Ibn Taymiyyah who said: "This principle, i.e. sincerity, 

is the cornerstone of religion; and it is what should be used as ad indicator for the 

degree of faith.  It is with Ikhlas that Allah (SWT) has sent His Prophets and revealed 

His Books; and commanded that it be followed; it is for it that Prophets fought; and 

it is the main axis of religion."  He also said: "If one's heart is not steadily and truly 

turned to Allah, then one is considered a Mushrik (one who associates partners with 

Allah)" Allah says: "So set you (O Muhammad) your face toward the religion 

of pure Islamic Faith; the pure Islamic Nature with which He has created 

mankind.  No change let there be in the work (wrought) by Allah, that is the 

Straight Religion, but most of men know not.  Turning to Him (only) and be 

dutiful to Him and offer prayer perfectly and be not of those who ascribe 

partners (to Him); of those who split up their religion and became sects;--

each sect rejoicing that which is with them." (30:30-2) 
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Imam Hassan El Banna, may Allah have mercy on him, said: "By Tajarrud we mean 

that you should drift away from all other principles and theories and concentrate on 

your own ideology, because this ideology only is the most attractive, all-embracing 

and the most high and exalted, "We have adopted the color of Allah.  And who 

is better than Allah in color" (2:138) 

Then he mentions the verse "There is for you an excellent example in 

Ibrahim........." 

Mufasalah (Dissociation): 

Dear brother/sister in Islam, join me in an effort to abandon all forms of Jahiliyah in 

this society; let us reject it; let us hate it and resist it and be completely devoted to 

Allah (SWT) who said: "Of no benefit to you will be your relatives and your 

children on the Day od Judgement: He will judge between you: for Allah 

sees well all that you do" (60:3) 

Our abandoning, hating and rejecting all aspects of Jahiliyah is, in fact, a blessing 

from Allah (SWT); Allah has commanded us to safeguard ourselves and our families 

from Hell fire, "O you who believe! Save yourselves and you families from a 

fire whose fuel is men and stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern 

and severe, who disobey not (executing) the commands they receive from 

Allah, but do what they are commanded" (66:6) 

Ibn Abbas said, interpreting this verse: "Obey Allah and stay away from disobeying 

Him, and command your families to remember Allah; thus Allah will save you from 

Hell fire".  He also said: "Educate your families". 

We should summon people in our society so that the blessings and justice of our 

Da'wah spreads all over and so that all the society might be saved from misery in 

this life and wrath in the next, and attain Allah's Mercy in both worlds. "It may be 

that Allah will grant love and friendship between you and those whom you 

hold as enemies; for Allah has power over all things); and Allah is Oft-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.  Allah forbids you not with regard to those who 

fight you not for your faith nor drive you out of your homes, from dealing 

kindly and justly with them: for Allah loves those who are just.  Allah only 

forbids you, with regard to those who fight you for your faith and drive you 

out of your homes and support (others) in driving you out, from turning to 

them (for friendship and protection).  It is such as turn to them, that do 

wrong" (60:7-9) 
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In the above verses, there is glad tiding to the believers that Allah will bring about 

love and friendship between them and their enemies, if the believers obey Allah and 

reject Kufr and Jahiliyah. 

Islam: The Only Way To Deliverance: 

My Muslim brother/sister, know that Islam is the only way to deliverance as per what 

the Apostle of Allah was sent with, whom we are commanded by Allah to follow, 

"Verily, this is My Way, leading straight: follow it: follow not (other) paths: 

they will scatter you about from His (great) Path: thus does He command 

you, that you may be righteous" (6:153) 

So Islam is a collection of commands and prohibitions that come from Allah (SWT) 

and His Apostle (PBUH).  Following the commands and avoiding the prohibited is 

considered righteousness and devotion.  Ibn Taymiyah said: "There is no religious 

devotion (Zuhd) unless one fears Allah.  Fearing Allah is manifested in doing what we 

are commanded by Allah and His Apostle (PBUH)".  To follow Islam is to deprive 

oneself of all other thoughts such as Judaism, Christianity, Mazdaism, Masonism, 

Zionism, Communism, Capitalism, Socialism, Democracy, Nationalism, Nazism, 

Fascism and Patriotism which all are based on traditions, innovations and prejudices; 

Allah says: Verily, the only Deen (way of life) in the sight of Allah is Islam" 

(3:19) 

He also said: "If anyone desires a Deen other that Islam, never will it be 

accepted from him; and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who 

have lost" (3:85) 

Ibn Mass'ud, may Allah be pleased with him, reported that the Prophet (PBUH) once 

drew a straight line with his finger and said: "This is the Straight Way of Allah"; 

then he drew several other lines to the left and right and said: "On each of these 

(other) ways there is a Satan calling people to it"; he then recited the above 

verse. 

Examples and Lessons: 

Here are some examples of the behavior of the greatest generation, the generation 

of the Apostle's companions, who have set an excellent example for all the following 

generations to follow.  They exemplified deprivation and devotion at its best; they 

rejected and resisted the unbelievers; they abandoned their lands and their beloved 

ones; they spent their wealth and souls for the sake of Allah, expecting only the 

Pleasure of Allah and looking forward to seeing His face in the Hereafter. 
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1. Striving against the Enemies: 

In one of the battles, Abu Ubaidah ibn Al Jarrah, may Allah be pleased with him, hit 

his own father with his sword, splitting his head in half.  The truth is that Abu 

Ubaidah did not kill his father; he rather killed the Kufr symbolized in the character 

of his father.  In this respect, Allah (SWT) revealed: "You will not find any people 

who believe in Allah and the Last Day, loving those who resist Allah and His 

Apostle, even though they were their fathers or their sons, or their brothers 

or their kindred.  For such He has written faith in their hearts and 

strengthened them with a Spirit from Him; and He will admit them to 

Gardens beneath which rivers flow, to dwell therein.  Allah will be well 

pleased with them and they with Him. They are the Party of Allah.  Truly it is 

the Party of Allah that will achieve felicity" (58:22) 

2. Abandoning The Homeland: 

We have never seen a better example of those who abandoned their homeland and 

migrated looking for the truth, than the story of Salman the Persian, may Allah be 

pleased with him, whom the Prophet (PBUH) said in his regard: "Salman is one of 

us, the folk of the Household (of the Prophet)".  Salman's flight is a unique 

example of sacrifice; he abandoned the easy and luxurious life; he abandoned his 

relatives, his beloved ones and his homeland, with great determination to seek the 

truth. 

Salman started his long journey at his homeland, Esfahan, in Persia, then he 

traveled from town to town looking for the few good Christians who still kept the 

original Christian faith; he finally came across the last of those Christian believers.  

While the priest was on his death bed, Salman asked him for advice; the priest said: 

"By Allah, I know none on this earth who still has the true faith.  However, the time 

has come for a prophet from Arabia who will establish the true and original religion 

of Ibrahim (PBUH).  This prophet will migrate to a land lying between two rocky 

mountains; in that land there is an abundance of palm-trees.  That prophet has 

certain distinguishable signs; he accepts gifts but does not accept charity; and there 

is a mark of prophethood between his shoulders.  So if you can migrate to that land 

and catch up with him, then do!". 

Salman added: "Then the priest died and I stayed for a while in Amuriyah until a 

group of Arab merchants came to town.  I offered them my cows and my sheep in 

order that they take me with them.  But when we reached Wadi Al Qura, they 

betrayed me and sold me to a Jew whom I served as a slave for some time.  Later I 
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was sold to another Jew from Yathrib.  When I arrived at Yathrib, I noticed that it 

was similar to the land the priest had described to me; I found the palm-trees and 

the two black rocky mountains.  I knew I was in the right place.  The story then 

continues until Salman net the Prophet and became a Muslim. 

3. Spending Wealth: 

Allah says: "But those most devoted to Allah shall be removed far from it 

(Hell fire); those who spend their wealth for increase in self-purification, 

and have in their minds no favor from anyone for which a reward is 

expected in return, but only the desire to seek for the countenance of their 

Lord Most High, and soon will they attain (complete) satisfaction" (92:17-21) 

The above verses were revealed with regard to Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with 

him, who spent his wealth to free seven slaves who had been tortured by the 

Mushrikeen.  The verses came to give Abu Bakr the glad tidings for his generous 

spending and good deeds for the sake of Allah. 

In another incident, in the time of distress while the Muslims were preparing for 

Tabuk when Abu Bakr brought some money to the Prophet for Jihad, the Prophet 

asked: "What have you left for your folk", Abu Bakr Answered: "I have left for 

them Allah and His Apostle".  He deprived himself and his family of wealth for the 

sake of Allah; relying exclusively on Allah for their survival. 

4. Sacrificing One's Soul for Allah's Sake: 

Shaddad ibn Al Had, reported that a Bedouin came to the Prophet (PBUH) and gave 

him his pledge to follow him; later he migrated with him to Madinah.  On the day of 

the Battle of Khaybar, the Prophet (PBUH) set aside a share of the spoils of war for 

that man.  Then the man came to the Prophet (PBUH) and asked: "What is this?"; 

the Prophet (PBUH) answered: "It is your share";  the man said: "This is not what 

I have followed you for!, instead, I followed you in order that I get hit by an arrow 

right here--pointing to his throat--so that I die and enter Jannah".  "If you are 

faithful to Allah in that, He will grant you what you are asking for", the 

Prophet said.  The battle continued and, later, the man's body was brought to the 

Apostle (PBUH); he asked :"Is he the same man?", the Sahaba answered: "Yes"; 

the Prophet (PBUH) said "Here is a man who kept his promise to Allah so Allah 

kept His promise to him". 
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WALAA' 

The word Walaa' has several meanings in Arabic, among which are: loyalty, 

allegiance, support, help, patronage, love, protection and friendship.  In the Qur'an, 

Allah (SWT) said what could be translated as: "And Allah is enough for a 

protector, and Allah is enough for a Helper" (4:45), "O you who believe! 

Take not My enemies and yours as friends offering them love" (60:1), "Allah 

is the Protector of those who have faith; from the depths of darkness He will 

lead them into light" (2:257), "The believers, men and women, are 

protectors, one of another" (9:71) 

Foundation Of Walaa': 

Any walaa' which has no foundation will collapse sooner or later.  The strongest basis 

for walaa' is Aqidah (faith).  Islam classifies people into three categories: Muslims, 

Kafirs (disbelievers) and Munafiqs (hypocrites).  This is the only classification 

recognized by Islam and any other classification based on wealth, social standing, 

nationality or race must be rejected by Muslims.  Walaa', therefore, should be 

founded exclusively on Islam.  So whoever gives his Walaa' to communists, 

nationalists or any other non-Islamic organization or group is no longer a Muslim.  

Allah (SWT) gives us the example of rejection of any Walaa' that is not based on 

Aqidah: "There is for you an excellent example to follow in Ibrahim and 

those with him, when they said to their people: We are clear of you and of 

whatever you worship besides Allah.  We have rejected you, and there has 

arisen, between us and you, enmity and hatred forever, unless you believe 

in Allah and Him alone" (60:4) 

Granting Walaa' To Disbelievers: 

Allah has forbidden us to grant Walaa' on any basis other than true Islamic faith.  

Whoever grants his Walaa' to Kafirs or Munafiqs is considered to be one of them.  

Allah says: "The hypocrites, men and women, are of each other" (9:67), "The 

unbelievers are protectors, one of another" (8:73), "O you who believe! Take 

not the Jews and the Christians for your friends and protectors.  They are 

but friends and protectors to each other.  And he who amongst you that 

turns to them is one of them.  Verily Allah guides not the unjust people" 

(5:51), "O you who believe! Take not for protectors and friends your fathers 

and your brothers if they love Kufr above Iman.  If any of you do so, they do 

wrong" (9:23) 
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The above verses clearly indicate that any Muslim who grants his Walaa' to non-

Muslims is no longer considered a Muslim.   

A person, group or nation, who seeks protection from someone other than Allah will 

have none. "That is because Allah is the Protector of those who believe, but 

those who reject have no protector." (47:11) 

Walaa' And Treaties: 

One should not confuse Walaa' with peace treaties and other forms of agreements 

which are sometimes signed between Muslims and non-Muslims.  In this case, 

Muslims do not give their loyalty to Kafirs.  Such agreements are merely actions that 

the Muslim Jama'ah takes in order to achieve specific goals.  They should not include 

any kind of submission of Muslims to others.  Examples of such treaties could be 

found in the Seerah. 

To Whom Should Walaa' Be Given? 

Walaa' should only be given to Allah, His Messenger and the believers who follow the 

teachings of Islam, "Your real friends are no less than Allah, His Apostle and 

the fellowship of believers -- those who establish Salah and Zakah; and they 

bow down, in prayer, humbly" (5:54) 

The Qur'an teaches the Muslim individual to direct his sincere Walaa' to Allah, the 

Apostle and the believers, and to them alone.  This could be understood from the 

Arabic word `Innama' which comes at the beginning of the verse, and which is used 

for restriction.  Allah has made clear this restriction in order not to give any chance 

to those who want to create confusion among Muslims and prevent them from 

establishing their society on a foundation of Aqidah, and Aqidah alone.  The objective 

of those enemies is to make Islam become only an emblem while the true binding 

force that joins people together under that emblem is something else.   

Love: A Requisite For Walaa': 

Love is a noble feeling that originates from the depths of one's soul.  A person may 

love his children, family, wealth, wife or nation.  What should dominate above all 

that in the heart of a true Muslim Da'iah, however, is the love of Allah (SWT) and His 

Messenger (PBUH).  The result of this love is complete submission to Allah and 

obedience to His Prophet (PBUH); without this love, walaa' to Allah and His 

Messenger cannot be achieved. 

The love to Allah results from thinking about the creation of Allah and His countless 

bounties; by reciting the Qur'an with contemplation; remembrance of Allah at all 

times; thinking of the Names and Attributes of Allah (SWT); fearing His wrath and 
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hoping for His reward.  When a Muslim loves, or hates, someone his love or hatred 

should exclusively be for the sake of Allah.  When the love of Allah is established in 

one's heart, his ultimate goal in this life is to attain the pleasure of Allah; he would 

do anything that pleases his Lord no matter what the consequences might be or 

what sacrifice he might have to make.  The sweetness of Iman a true Muslim feels in 

his heart greatly outweighs any hardship he might encounter.  Anas, may Allah be 

pleased with him, reported the Prophet (PBUH) as saying: "Whoever possesses 

three qualities tastes through them the sweetness of faith: one, that he 

should love Allah and His Messenger above all else; two, that he should love 

someone solely for the sake of Allah; and three, that he should abhor 

reverting to disbelief, after Allah has rescued him from it, as he would abhor 

being thrown into the Fire" (Bukhari & Muslim). 

A person is not a true believer unless he loves Allah and His Messenger above all 

else.  Allah (SWT) says: "Say: If it be that your fathers, your sons, your 

brothers, your mates, your kindred, the wealth you have gained, the 

commerce in which you fear a decline, or the dwellings in which you delight, 

are dearer to you than Allah and His Apostle or the striving in His cause; 

then wait until Allah brings about his decision.  And Allah guides not the 

rebellious"  (9:24) 

Interpreting this Ayah, Al-Qurtubi said: "When the Prophet (PBUH) commanded the 

Muslims to migrate to Madinah, every Muslim said to his wife, sons, brothers or 

father: `Allah has commanded us to migrate'.  Some families responded and 

migrated while others showed some reluctance.  Muslims would then say to them: 

`If you do not migrate with us we will not provide for you any more'.  The wives and 

children of some Muslims would beg them saying: `By Allah! Do not go! We shall be 

lost after you!'  Some Muslims did respond to them and stayed.  Then Allah (SWT) 

revealed: "O you who believe! Take not for protectors and friends your 

fathers and your brothers if they love Kufr above Iman.  If any of you do so, 

they do wrong" (9:23) 

As for those who refused to migrate and chose to stay with their families, Allah 

(SWT) warned them saying: "Say: If it be that your fathers, your sons......" 

And this Ayah clearly shows that Allah and His Apostle should be loved above all 

else.  Allah (SWT) describes the believers saying: "But those who have faith love 

Allah more (than anything else" (2:165)" 
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Examples Of The Sahabah: 

The Prophet (PBUH) educated his companions such that they loved Allah and His 

Apostle above all else: more than they love their fathers, sons, wives, even their own 

souls.  Consequently, they were willing to sacrifice everything in Allah's cause. 

Mus'ab ibn Umair, may Allah be pleased with him, was brought up in one of the 

richest homes in Makkah.  His parents loved him so much that they provided him 

with everything he wanted with no effort on his part.  He was one of the most 

handsome and well-dressed young men in Makkah.  After embracing Islam, he 

renounced his luxurious life and joined the Prophet (PBUH) in his strife for the cause 

of Allah.  When he gained martyrdom in the battle of Uhud, the Sahabah did not find 

a piece of cloth that is large enough to cover his whole body.  The piece they found 

with him was so short that either his head or his feet had to be exposed.  The 

Prophet (PBUH) stood near Mus'ab's body with his eyes filled with tears and said "I 

have seen you in Makkah when nobody was as well-dressed as you were, 

and now you are disheveled and (wrapped) in a rough piece of cloth".  Then 

the Prophet recited the Ayahs from Surah Al Ahzaab that could be translated as: 

"Among the believers are men who have been true to their covenant with 

Allah.  Of them some have paid their vow by death, and some of them still 

are waiting; and they have not altered in the least". 

Anas ibn An-Nadr, may Allah be pleased with him, had not witnessed the Battle of 

Badr, he said: "I did not witness the first battle with the Prophet (PBUH).  If Allah 

makes me witness another battle, He will see what I will do".  On the day of Uhud, 

Saad ibn Muadh saw him running towards the Kafirs, he asked him: "Where are you 

going?" He answered: "It's Jannah, O Saad! I can smell its fragrance coming from 

behind Mount Uhud!"  After the battle ended he was found among the martyrs with 

more than eighty stabs all over his body.  Only his sister could identify him from his 

fingers. 

Signs Of The Love Of Allah: 

If one loves Allah, he should love His Qur'an and His Shari'ah and do what he can to 

support the Deen of Allah.  The Prophet (PBUH) said: "None of you will have faith 

until his desires are in accordance with what I have been sent with" 

(Tabarani).  He also said: "By Him in whose Hands my life is, none of you will 

have faith until he loves me more than his father and children" (Bukhari). 
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One day the Prophet (PBUH) was walking, holding Umar's hand. Umar said: "O 

Apostle of Allah! By Allah, you are dearer to me than everything except my own soul.  

The Prophet (PBUH) said: "None of you will have faith until I am dearer to him 

then his own soul"  Umar said: "By Allah, you are dearer to me than my own soul" 

The Prophet (PBUH) said: "Now, Umar", meaning now your faith is true. 

A woman of the Ansar was told that she had lost her father, son and husband on the 

day of Uhud.  She asked: "How is the Prophet (PBUH)"  She was told that he was 

safe.  Then she answered: "Anything other than losing Allah's Apostle is bearable". 

Zaid ibn Ad-Dathnah was captured by the unbelievers and was about to be executed 

when Abu Sufian asked him: "Would you rather be at home with your family and 

Muhammad be in your place?"  Zaid answered: "By Allah, I would not stay with my 

family while the Prophet (PBUH) is hurt even by a thorn".  Abu Sufian said: "I have 

never seen anyone love someone as much as Muhammad's companions love him". 

By virtue of his love to Allah and His Apostle, a believer is raised to the highest ranks 

in Jannah.  Anas related that a man asked the Prophet (PBUH): "When is the Hour 

(of Judgement)?".  The Prophet said: "What have you prepared for it?".  The 

man said: "Nothing except that I love Allah and His Messenger".  The Prophet said: 

"You shall be with whom you love".  Then Anas said: "I love the Prophet (PBUH), 

Abu Bakr and Umar and I hope I will be with them because of my love to them". 

Loving One's Family and Children: 

It should be noted here that one's love for Allah and His Apostle does not mean that 

he should not love his wife, children, parents and kindred; there is no contradiction 

between the two kinds of love as long as the love for Allah is the greatest and 

everything else comes second to it.  The love of one's wife, children and wealth is an 

innate character of the human being.  Islam does not ignore such instincts, rather, it 

organizes them and mold them into the right shape with its teachings.  For example, 

Islam makes mercy and love, rather than mere desire, the basis for marital life: 

"And among His signs is that He has created for you mates from among 

yourselves so that you may dwell in tranquility with them, and has put love 

and mercy between your (hearts)" (30:21) 

Islam also teaches that loving one's children and expressing this love is part of a 

believer's life.  A bedouin once came to the Prophet (PBUH) and said in 

astonishment: "Do you people kiss your young boys? We do not kiss them".  Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH), the mercy for mankind, answered him: "What can I do for 

you if Allah has taken mercy out of your heart?" (B&M) 
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About wealth and earthly bounties Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Qur'an: "Say: Who 

has forbidden the beautiful gifts of Allah which He has produced for His 

servants, and the things clean and pure for sustenance.  Say: They are, in 

the life of this world for those who believe, and purely for them on the Day 

of Judgement" (7:32) 

Loving The Believers: 

Allah (SWT) has made the love of the believers part of His love; Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH) said: "The most trustworthy handhold of Iman (faith) is to love and 

hate for the sake of Allah) (Ahmad, Al-Bayhaqi).  And whoever loves the believers 

will give his Walaa' to them.  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "Among the 

servants of Allah are people, neither prophets nor martyrs, yet prophets and 

martyrs envy them for their position on the Day of Judgement."  The 

companions said: "O Messenger of Allah! Would you tell us who they are".  He said: 

"Those are people who love each other for the sake of Allah, without ties of 

kinship or wealth they deal in among themselves.  By Allah, their faces will 

be light and they will be (standing) on light; they will not fear when other 

people fear; nor will they sorrow when other people sorrow".  Then he 

recited: "Behold! verily on the friends of Allah there is no fear, nor shall they 

grieve" (10:62) (Abu-Daud) 

Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, related that Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH) said: "A man set out to visit a brother in another town.  Allah 

appointed an angel to safeguard him on his way.  When the man approached 

the angel he was asked: Whither are you bent?  He answered: I intend to 

visit a brother of mine in yonder town.  The angel asked: Have you 

committed some valuable to him which you desire to take care of? The man 

answered: No.  I have no desire except to visit him because I love him for 

the sake of Allah.  The angel said to him: I am a messenger of Allah sent to 

you to tell you that Allah loves you as you love your brother for His sake. 

(Muslim) 

Brotherhood And Love: 

Brotherhood among Da'iahs should exclusively be for the sake of Allah.  It should 

only be based on Aqidah and not on any personal link.  The followers of a Da'iah 

should not be attracted to him because of merits in his personality; instead, they 

should be gathered only around Aqidah and the Da'wah of Allah (SWT).  A fatal 

mistake that a Da'iah should always avoid is to gather people around himself instead 
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of around the Da'wah he is carrying; since in this case, the deviation of the Da'iah 

from the right path of Da'wah causes his followers to deviate.  On the other hand, 

those who are gathered around Aqidah and Da'wah remain on the path even if their 

leaders deviate from it. 
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 THABAT 

 (STEADFASTNESS) 

Steadfastness is half of faith; it is an obligation on all Muslims.  Allah (SWT) 

mentions it in the Qur'an in more than ninety places, for example: 

1. Forbidding its contrary, i.e. deep sorrow, despair and feeling of regret: "So 

lose not heart, nor fall into despair" (3:139) 

2. Bringing glad tiding to those who are firm and constant: "And give glad 

tidings to the steadfast" (2:155) 

3. Allah (SWT) supports the steadfast: "Truly! Allah is with the steadfast" 

(2:153) 

4. Only the steadfast achieve the highest ranks: "The reward of Allah is 

better for those who believe and do good deeds, and this none shall 

attain except the steadfast" (28:80) 

5. The reward of steadfastness is unlimited: "Only those who are patient 

shall receive their reward without measure" (39:10). Since fasting is a 

kind of patience or is half of patience, as mentioned in a Hadith, Allah (SWT) 

said in Hadith Qudsi: "Fasting is for Me, and I shall reward for it" (B&M) 

6. Allah (SWT) bestows His blessings and mercy on the steadfast: "They are 

those on whom are blessings from their Lord and mercy and it is they 

who are the guided ones" (2:157) 

Definition Of Thabat: 

To be steadfast is to force oneself to do something one dislikes, keep one's tongue 

from uttering any complaint, and look forward to the reward at the end. 

From an Islamic standpoint, Thabat is to make the motive of Deen and piety in one's 

heart beat the motive of lust.  A believer always finds himself attracted by two 

forces: the temptations of this life and its conveniences; and one's cognizance of the 

commandments of his Lord, the field for the endless battle between these two forces 

being the believer's heart. 

Thabat of a believer, in order to be rewarded for, should be from Allah, for Allah and 

with Allah: 

Thabat From Allah: 

By that is meant that a believer should derive his firmness from his belief in Allah, 

and should seek help from Him alone, and believe that it is Allah, not his own power 

that is making him able to stand the hardship. 
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Thabat For Allah: 

The only motive for firmness should be to attain the pleasure of Allah, not to show 

one's power or to please or impress other people. 

Thabat With Allah: 

By that we mean that a servant should follow the commands of Allah, turning with 

them wherever they direct him.  In other words, a believer should always obey 

Allah's commands, whether he likes them or not. 

Thabat could also be classified into: physical and psychological.  Physical firmness is 

the ability to stand bodily hurt and physical anguish; a good example of this kind is 

the patience of the Sahabah, may Allah be pleased with them, toward the torture 

they were subjected to in Makkah. 

Psychological steadfastness, on the other hand, is much harder on the soul.  Among 

the best examples of this kind of firmness is the story of Abdullah As-Sahmi, may 

Allah be pleased with him.  Abdullah was captured by the Romans in a battle; their 

leader tried to tempt him in order to forsake his Deen; he told him: "Become 

Christian and I will marry you to my daughter", but he refused; the leader said: 

"Then I will kill you!".  Abdullah answered: "Do whatever you like".  The leader 

ordered that Abdullah be crucified and that the archers aim their arrows close to him 

so as to destroy his morale but not to kill him.  He was kept without food or water 

for several days and then they sent some wine and swine meat to him, but he 

refused to eat or drink saying: "Even though Allah has given me the permission to 

eat and drink (since he was starving), I will not eat or drink".  Finally the leader gave 

up and said: "If you kiss my head I will set you free".  Abdullah said: "And set all the 

Muslim captives with me".  The leader agreed.  When Abdullah reached Madinah, 

Umar received him saying: "Every Muslim should kiss Abdullah's head, and I am the 

first one to do so". 

Dear brother/sister, you too shall face a war declared against you from your Jahili 

society; people will ridicule you and your Da'wah and will make you hear that which 

you abhor.  Such a psychological war is enough to deter those who have weak souls, 

but those with higher souls that are connected to Allah (SWT) are too firm and 

steadfast to yield to pressure, no matter how strong. 

FIELDS OF THABAT: 

1. Firmness in Obedience to Allah: 

This means the continuous strife of a believer to hold fast to the Path of Allah and 

keep on performing his duties toward Him (SWT). 
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2. Firmness in Avoiding Sins: 

One may abstain from committing sins for either of two reasons: 

i. Fear of the wrath of Allah, 

ii. Shyness from Allah (SWT), who has bestowed on one all bounties and 

blessings. 

The second case, scholars say, is much closer to the rank of Ihsan, which the 

Prophet (PBUH) describes as: "Ihsan is to worship Allah as if you were seeing 

Him; since even though you do not see Him, He sees you". 

3. Firmness at Time of Trial: 

There is nothing in the whole life that is harder on the soul, and there is nothing that 

is more rewarding, than patience at time of trial and tribulation.  A believer should 

seek Allah's reward at all times; at times of welfare and good health, he should 

redouble his effort in good deeds, and at times of hardship, he should be patient and 

firm, thus getting the reward from Allah in both cases. 

Comparing between two types of firmness, Ibn Al-Qayyem uses the example of Yusuf 

(PBUH) saying: "The firmness of Yusuf toward the temptations of the wife of Al-Aziz 

was more perfect than his patience when his brothers threw him into the well, 

depriving him of his father and making him become a slave.  In the latter situation, 

Yusuf (PBUH) had no choice other than to persist and pray to Allah (SWT) to relieve 

his hardship.  However, when he abstained from committing adultery with the 

woman, his act was completely out of his own will power, especially since all the 

circumstances were favorable for answering the call of lust". 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THABAT 

A traveler should carry enough supplies for his road; and for a Da'iah traveling along 

the road of Da'wah, the most important provision he needs is steadfastness.  The 

road of Da'wah is often very long, and sometimes the outcomes are not 

commensurate with the efforts, so some Da'iahs may tend to feel hopeless; the only 

way to avoid such despair is to remain firm and determined, and realize that he will 

be rewarded for what he has done, and not for what he has achieved. 

Complaint: 

A Da'iah should not complain to other people of his facing suffering.  When a man 

was complaining of his problems to others, a scholar said to him: "Do you complain 

of Him Who is Merciful to you to those who do not have mercy on you".  However, 

complaining to Allah does not contradict or spoil patience and persistence.  Nuh 
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(PBUH) complained of his people to Allah, so did Ya'qub (PBUH) when he said: "I 

only complain of my grief and sorrow to Allah" (12:86) 

Also prophet Muhammad (PBUH), after being rejected by the people of Thaqeef, he 

complained to Allah (SWT) saying: "O my Lord! I complain to You of my 

weakness and helplessness" (Ibn Ishaq).  A scholar was once asked: "How do 

you complain to Allah of that which He knows?".  He answered: "Allah is pleased 

when His servant humiliates himself before Him". 

Allah (SWT) is the One who controls His Da'wah and directs it wherever He wills.   

When Allah wills to strengthen His devotees, He let them face long and hard 

tribulations, delay victory for them and make them suffer people's rejection of their 

Da'wah.  When the Da'iahs prove themselves to be firm enough to form the solid 

foundation of the Da'wah, He grants them victory which they have proved to 

deserve.  Therefore the Da'iahs should persist and be firm, seeking help and support 

solely from Allah and knowing that Allah will never forsake them, and that the 

hardships they are facing are but trials from Him, and that whenever they pass the 

test, Allah will grant them victory and mastery. 

Factors That Support A Da'iah: 

Allah (SWT) combines, in several Ayahs, commands of steadfastness and firmness 

with commands of Dhikr (remembrance of Allah), Salah, and Tasbeeh (glorification 

and magnification of Allah), for example: "Therefore be patient with what they 

say and celebrate the praise of your Lord, before the rising of the sun and 

before its setting, and during some hours of the night and at the sides of the 

day, that you may become pleased" (20:130), "So wait patiently (O 

Muhammad)for the Decision of your Lord, for verily you are in Our eyes, and 

celebrate the praise of your Lord when you get up from sleep.  And in the 

night-time also celebrate His praise and at the setting of the stars" (52:48-9) 

From these Ayahs we could clearly see that only he who always remembers Allah 

and prays to Him and lives in connection with Him, will have the ability to persist and 

stand hardships and the delay of victory. 

Perhaps the most sublime kind of patience is the patience of a Da'iah who lives in a 

Jahili society; that is the patience of someone who has chosen to live like a stranger 

amongst his own people, seeking Allah's pleasure and holding fast to His Deen.  In 

order to stand such conditions, one should engage heavily in the remembrance of 

Allah, praising and magnifying Him; one should be totally engrossed in the love of 

Allah since this is the only way to alleviate the anguish of loneliness.  Therefore, 
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during his early days in Makkah and while facing enmity and resistance from 

Quraish, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was commanded: "O you folded in 

garments!  Stand (to pray) all the night, except a little; half of it, or a little 

less of it; or a little more, and recite the Qur'an in a slow style.  Verily, We 

shall send down to you a weighty word" (73:1-5) 

So night prayer has been prescribed for the Prophet (PBUH) and for those who follow 

his footsteps in order to be able to carry the responsibilities of Da'wah and stay firm 

on its road.   

As for the times between prayers, one should engage, as much as he can, in 

Tasbeeh and Dhikr, for example: "Subhanal-Lahi Wal-Hamdu Lillah", or 

"Subhanal-Lahi Wa Bihamdih". 

And when all doors are closed, and the eye cannot see a way out of the hardship, the 

most powerful resolution cannot resist, and despair invades the most sincere hearts.  

At that time if the soul starts celebrating the praise of Allah, it will stop for a while to 

think and ask itself how truthful it is in praising its Lord; then one realizes that if it 

had not been for Allah's help and support, one could have become one of the 

unbelievers, and if it had not been for the guidance of Allah, one could have been 

roaming with the herd of the stray...if it had not been for Allah's mercy.  No one likes 

to go back to Kufr or Jahiliyyah, even if he is facing the most difficult times for the 

sake of his Da'wah. 

ALLAH SUPPORTS HIS DEVOTEES 

Allah (SWT) says in the Holy Qur'an what could be translated as: "He caused rain 

to descend on you from the sky, to clean you therewith, and to remove from 

you the whispering of Satan, and to strengthen you hearts and to plant your 

feet firmly therewith.  When your Lord inspired the Angels, `Verily I am 

with you, so keep firm those who have believed, I will cast terror into the 

hearts of those who have disbelieved'" (8:11-2) 

Allah (SWT) has always supported and strengthened His devotees.  If it had not been 

for Allah's support, Nuh (PBUH) and those with him would not have deserved to be 

saved from the flood; Ibrahim (PBUH) would not have been saved from the fire; 

Ismail would not have been ransomed: "And We called out to him: O Ibrahim! 

You have already fulfilled the vision.  Verily! Thus do We reward the good-

doers.  Verily! That indeed was a manifest test.  And We ransomed him 

(Ismail) with a great sacrifice (a ram) (37:104-7) 
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And so happened with other Messengers and Da'iahs.  So if today's Muslims want to 

gain support  from Allah, they should support His Deen and fulfill the requirements to 

receive the promise of Allah: "Allah has promised those of you who believe and 

do good deeds that He will grant them inheritance of power in the earth as 

He granted it to those before them, that He will establish for them their 

Deen that He has approved for them, and that He will change their state 

after the fear in which they (lived) to one of security and peace.  They 

worship Me and do not associate anything with Me.  But whoever 

disbelieves after this, they are the rebellious" (24:55) 

EXAMPLES OF THABAT: 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH): 

Anas relates that on the day of Uhud, the Prophet's front tooth was broken, and his 

head wounded, he wiped blood off his face saying: "How would they be 

successful those who wounded their Prophet and broke his tooth while he is 

calling them to Allah".  Then Allah (SWT) revealed: "Not for you (O 

Muhammad) but for Allah is the decision"  (3:128) (Muslim) 

The Sahabah: 

When Umar embraced Islam, he asked: "Who among Quraish is best in spreading 

news?"  Someone said: "Jameel ibn Mu'ammar".  Umar went to that man and said to 

him: "Did you know that I embraced Islam?"  Jameel asked: "By Allah?"  Shortly 

thereafter, Jameel went to the Ka'bah and called as loud as he could: "O Quraish! 

Umar has disbelieved!"  Umar, standing behind him, said: "He is lying! But I 

embraced Islam! And testified that there is no god but Allah and Muhammad is His 

messenger".  The leaders of Quraish then came to him and started fighting with him 

until everybody got exhausted. 

When Uthman embraced Islam, his uncle chained him and said: "You gave up the 

religion of you fathers for a new one? By Allah, I am not going to set you free until 

you give up that religion of yours!"  Uthman answered: "By Allah, I will never give up 

this Deen!"  When he saw his nephew's determination, Uthman's uncle set him free. 

Az-Zubair ibn Al-Awwam embraced Islam when he was eight years old.  His uncle 

wrapped him in a mat, hung him and exposed him to smoke from a fire saying to 

him: "Come back to your fathers' religion!"  The boy answered: "I will never go back 

to Kufr!". 
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THABAT ON FACING THE ENEMY 

"Our Lord! Pour forth on us patience and make our steps firm and make us 

victorious over the disbelieving people" (2:250) 

"Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and anything we may have done that 

transgressed our duty, establish our feet firmly, and give us victory over the 

disbelieving folk" (3:147) 

Summarizing the factors that bring about victory to the believers, Allah (SWT) says 

in Surat-ul-Anfal:  

"O you who believe! When you meet (an enemy) force  

1.  take a firm stand against them  

2.  and mention much (and often) the Name of Allah, so that you 

may be successful.   

3.  And obey Allah and His Apostle  

4.  and do not dispute (with one another) lest you become 

cowards and your kingdom and strength depart, 

5.  and be patient.  Surely, Allah is with those who are patient.   

6.  And be not like those who come out from their homes 

boastfully and to be seen of men, and hinder (men) from 

the Path of Allah.  And Allah (by His Knowledge) is 

surrounding all they do"  (8:45-7) 

The Prophet (PBUH) taught Ibn Abbas, and all Muslims, to be patient in order to 

achieve victory; he said: "And know that being patient toward what you 

dislike brings about a great deal of good, and that with persistence comes 

victory, with grief there is joy, and with the difficulty there is relief" 

(Ahmad).  He also said: "Do not wish to face your enemy, and ask Allah for 

security.  But when you meet them (the enemy) be steadfast and remember 

that Jannah is lies under the shades of swords" (B&M). 

In the battle of Badr, the Prophet (PBUH) said: "By Him in whose Hands my soul 

is, if a man fights them today and gets slain, and he is steadfast and looking 

forward to reward, and marching forth not turning away, he will surely 

enter Jannah" 

BEARING HURT WITH PATIENCE 

In order to distinguish true believers from false ones, Allah tests His servants with 

hardships and let them suffer hurt and apprehension from their enemies.  This is the 

way the real heroes could be distinguished from those who say what they do not 
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practice.  Many who claim to be Muslims find it easy to pray a hundred Rak'ahs a day 

and mention the name of Allah at all times, but when it comes to bearing with 

patience even the slightest grievance for Allah's sake, those people often surrender 

and stay in their homes and refuse to strive in Allah's Cause. "Of mankind are 

some who say: `We believe in Allah', but if they are made to suffer for the 

sake of Allah they consider the trial of mankind as Allah's punishment; and 

if victory comes from your Lord, they will say: `Verily! We were with you'.  

Is Allah not best aware of what is in the breasts of the peoples of the 

world". (29:10) 

And when we read the Qur'an and the Sunnah, we find that great emphasis is placed 

on the fact that entering Jannah cannot be achieved solely by performing one's 

obligations and avoiding committing Haram.  On the road to Jannah, one should 

strive in Allah's Cause and bear with patience all the difficulties, hardships and 

apprehension he is prone to face on this road.  Allah (SWT) says: "Do you think 

that you will enter Jannah before Allah tests those of you who strove (in His 

Cause) and tests those who remained steadfast?" (3:142) 

And the Prophet (PBUH) said: "Jannah is screened by hard striving and Hell is 

veiled with evil desires" (Bukhari) 

Khabbab ibn Al-Aratt, may Allah be please with him, said:  "I came to the Prophet 

(PBUH) while he was leaning against his sheet cloak in the shade of the Ka'bah.  We 

were suffering greatly from the pagans in those days.  I said to him: `Will you 

invoke Allah (to help us)?'  He sat up with a red face and said: `(A believer 

among) those who were before you used to be combed with iron combs so 

that nothing of his flesh or nerves would remain on his bones; yet that 

would never make him desert his religion.  A saw might be put over the 

parting of his head which would be split into two parts, yet all that would 

never make him abandon his religion.  Allah will surely complete this matter 

(i.e., Islam) so that a traveler from San'a' to Hadramaut will not be afraid of 

anybody except Allah, or the wolf, lest is should harm his sheep'"  (Bukhari) 

The Prophet (PBUH) also said: "Those who are most harshly tested are the 

prophets, followed by the most righteous, then those who are less and less 

(in terms of religion).  A man is tested according to (the strength of) his 

Deen; if his Deen is strong, he is more harshly tested" (Bukhari).  "A believer 

male or female continues to be tried in respect of self, children and property 
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until he or she faces Allah (SWT) in a state in which all his or her sins have 

been wiped" (Termidhi). 

In his book `In The Shade Of The Qur'an', Sayyed Qutb wrote: "The early Muslims in 

Makkah faced and proved successful toward various forms of tribulation, to the 

extent of sacrificing their own souls.  During these times, no one dared to join the 

believers and embrace Islam unless he or she had reached a strength of faith that 

enabled him to stand all the afflictions, hurt, hunger, and sometimes death.  From 

these Muslims was built the first strong foundation of the Muslim community; this 

community was built on the shoulders of the most sincere and strongest individuals.  

As for those whose faith was weak, they easily gave up and returned to Jahiliyyah". 

He also said: "It is necessary that a Da'iah call people to Allah on clear evidence and 

employ for this purpose all feasible and lawful means that have been described by 

Allah and practiced by the Prophet (PBUH).  If calling people by these means results 

in hurt and grievance being incurred on the Da'iah, he should bear that with 

patience, not with fear.  He should seek help and support from Allah and remain 

steadfast and observe beautiful patience (patience without complaint but to Allah); 

he should know that it is Allah who controls all things and that whatever He wills 

happens and whatever He does not will never happens". 

Sayyed also wrote: "An Ummah which is being prepared to lead the whole humanity 

and to establish justice and welfare in the earth should be, itself, prepared for the 

hardships and obstacles of the road by steadfastness in cases of severity, disasters, 

poverty, weakness and in all other states it may find itself in, in order to be able to 

carry out its enormous task and perform the role that has been determined for it 

with steadfastness, confidence and assurance". 

"The carriers of this Aqidah should defend it, face oppression and anguish for its 

sake, and experience both victory and defeat.  If they stay firm and hold fast to their 

Aqidah and are not intimidated by threats and afflictions, only then will they be 

eligible for victory to be granted to them from Allah (SWT); since then they will be 

eligible for carrying the Deen of Allah and protecting it; further, they will then 

deserve to enter Jannah, since their souls will have been freed from fear and humility 

and reclining to this life". 
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FIRMNESS ON THE RIGHT 

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an what could be translated as: "Say: The Holy Spirit 

(Gabriel) has brought it (the revelation) down from your Lord in Truth, in 

order to make steadfast those who have believed, and as a guide and glad 

tidings to Muslims" (16:102). 

Interpreting this Ayah, Sayyed Qutb wrote: "It (the revelation) cannot be calumny, 

since Gabriel (PBUH) has brought it down from your Lord, not from you O 

Muhammad, in Truth, no falsehood can ever get mixed with it; in order to 

consolidate the faith of those who have believed; those whose hearts are connected 

to Allah, that they may be assured that it is from Allah, so they will remain steadfast 

on the truth and maintain a state of tranquility therewith. 

In Surat-ul-Isra', Allah (SWT) says: "Verily they were about to tempt you away 

from that which We have revealed unto you to invent something other than 

it against Us, and then they would certainly have made you (their) friend.  

And had We not made you stand firm, you would nearly have inclined to 

them a little." (17:73-4) 

Sayyed wrote: Such are always the attempts of the leaders of Kufr and the tyrants 

with the Da'iahs; they try constantly to make a Da'iah deviate, even a little, from the 

path of his Da'wah, and become willing to negotiate for compromises with them, 

offering him tempting rewards in return.  Among the carriers of Da'wah, many may 

get tempted by such offers; after all what the tyrants are asking him is only a little 

relinquishment; they only ask him to make minor modifications in the path of his 

Da'wah, while the reward they are offering him is great.  Satan intervenes for the 

completion of this deal by convincing the Da'iah that it is for the good of the Da'wah 

that he attract the leaders of the community to it, even if he had to make 

compromises.  Those Da'iahs should realize, however, that minor deviations from the 

path at the beginning eventually and inevitably lead to major and even complete 

diversion from the path of truth; compromises in Da'wah can only lead to more and 

more compromises. 

Allah (SWT) says: "Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that 

stands firm, in this world and in the Hereafter" (14:27) 

He also says: "O you who believe! If you will aid (the cause of) Allah, He will 

aid you and plant your feet firmly" (47:7) 

 



 157

The Prophet (PBUH) said: "Whoever possesses three qualities tastes through 

them the sweetness of Iman: One, that Allah and His Apostle should be 

dearer to him than anything else; two, that when he loves someone,he loves 

him solely for the sake of Allah; and third, that he should hate to go back to 

disbelief as much as he hates to be thrown into fire" (B&M) 

He also prayed to Allah saying: "O You who turns the hearts! Make my heart 

stay firm on Your Deen" (Termidhi) 

When a man asked the Prophet (PBUH) saying: "O Apostle of Allah! Tell me 

something about Islam after which I shall not have to ask anyone else"  The Prophet 

(PBUH) said: "Say: I believe in Allah and then follow the Straight Path" 

(Muslim).  The Prophet (PBUH) also said: "There will come a time when the one 

who is holding fast to his Deen is like one who is holding a piece of live coal 

in his palm" (Termidhi). 

STEADFASTNESS ON THE ROAD 

 "Those who reject faith say: `Why is not the Qur'an revealed to 

him all at once?'  Thus (it is revealed) that We may strengthen 

your heart thereby, and We have revealed it to you gradually in 

stages." (25:32) 

One of the most important factors necessary for the success of the Islamic 

movement is persistence and continuous diligent work to spread its Da'wah and 

recruit more members and attract more supporters to it, tirelessly and without 

despair, and no matter how unfavorable the circumstances might get; one of the 

best examples is Yusuf (PBUH) who even imprisonment did not stop him from 

making Da'wah to his prison mates. 

The Holy Qur'an, through its teachings, establishes individuals who are capable of 

carrying the Trust; these Da'iahs' hearts should be strong enough in faith to accept 

to sacrifice all what they have for the Pleasure of Allah and not look forward to any 

earthly benefits. 

Abul A'la Maududi wrote: "One of the basic requirements you need in order to strive 

in the Cause of Allah is to train yourselves to work diligently and continuously and 

according to a precise plan.  You should train yourselves to adopt long-term, yet 

effective means.  You should concentrate and work sincerely to perform any task--no 

matter how small or ineffective it may seem--that you have been assigned.  Do not 

always expect short-term outcomes and never look froward to being praised by 

others for your efforts."   
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Sayyed Qutb wrote in "Milestones": "The test period, for a Divine wisdom, may 

extend for long times; Nuh spent nine hundred and fifty years calling his people until 

the decision came from Allah; only a few believed him.  However, this small group 

deserved, in the sight of Allah, that the forces of the universe be submitted for 

rescuing them and destroying their enemies, and that it be granted inheritance in the 

earth.  Those who call to Allah should do what they are supposed to do the best they 

could and then leave it to Allah (SWT) to decide on the outcomes; whenever they are 

overcome by their enemies, the Da'iahs should turn to Allah, complaining to Him and 

ask Him for support and victory.  It is part of our Aqidah that a believer is rewarded 

for what he has done and not for the outcomes of his effort. 
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 SHURA 

 (CONSULTATION) 

During the Islamic conquest of Persia, the Persian army commander invited the 

Muslim commander to negotiate about what could be done to avoid the battle.  After 

listening to the Persian leader's offer, the Muslim leader said to him: "I will give you 

an answer after I consult with my people".  The Persian said: "Aren't you their 

leader?".  "Yes", the Muslim replied.  The Persian said: "We do not appoint as 

commanders those who consult their soldiers".  The Muslim said: "And that is why 

we always defeat you.  We do not appoint as leaders those who do not make Shura". 

The Arab tribe of Banu Abs was one of the most successful tribes in trade.  One of 

them was once asked about the reason behind that success, he answered: "We are a 

thousand men, with a thousand opinions, and we have one leader.  He listens to us, 

and this makes him as if he had a thousand opinions; and we obey him, and this 

makes us as if we were a thousand leaders". 

Definition Of Shura: 

The lexical meaning of the verb Ashaara is to get the honey out of its sources.  

Another meaning is to point to something.  So it is as if the one who gives Shura is 

helping in getting the best out of something (first meaning), or is pointing to the 

right choice in an issue (second meaning). 

In Shari'ah, Shura is the act of surveying the opinions of those who are 

knowledgeable in a certain subject in order to reach as close as possible to the truth 

in that subject.  According to this definition we understand the following: 

First, in order to reach the proper conclusion, one should survey the opinions of all 

those who may be of help in a particular issue. 

Second, in issues where a clear-cut text is available (i.e., from Qur'an or Sunnah), 

there is no room for Shura because we know the absolute truth regarding those 

matters. 

Third, in order to reach to the best outcome of Shura, knowledge of Shari'ah, 

experience in the subject matter and mindfulness of Allah (SWT) are indispensable. 

THE NECESSITY OF SHURA: 

Shura is one of the most important pillars of the Islamic system.  Evidence for its 

necessity is clear in the Qur'an, the Sunnah and sayings of early as well as 

contemporary scholars and Da'iahs. 
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I. Shura In The Qur'an: 

Allah (SWT) said to His Prophet (PBUH) what could be translated as: "Because of 

the Mercy of Allah you dealt with them gently.  And were you severe, harsh-

hearted, they would have broken away from about you; so pass over (their 

faults) and ask for (Allah's) Forgiveness for them; and consult them in the 

affair.  Then when you have taken a decision, put your trust in Allah; 

certainly Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him)" (3:159) 

Ibn Taymiyah said: "Shura is indispensable for any leader; Allah (SWT) commanded 

(even) His Prophet to practice it".  Al-Tabari said: "Allah (SWT) has commanded His 

Messenger to consult his companions in order to give the Ummah the example to 

follow". 

Allah (SWT) describes the believers as: "Those who answer the call of their Lord 

and offer their prayers perfectly, and who (conduct) their affairs by mutual 

consultation, and who spend of what We bestow on them" (42:38) 

Ibn Katheer said: "Shura is mentioned after answering the call of Allah, i.e. Islam, 

and performing Salah which is the pillar of Islam.  After Shura is mentioned Zakah 

and charity.  So mentioning Shura between Salah and Zakah is an indication of its 

necessity". 

II. Shura In The Sunnah: 

The fact that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), who is the best of Allah's creatures and 

who was guided by the Wahi (revelation) from Allah (SWT), practiced Shura 

frequently with his companions is a clear evidence that Shura is obligatory on all 

leaders.  Abu- Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "I have not seen 

anyone who consults his followers more than the Prophet (PBUH) does".  The Seerah 

of the Prophet (PBUH) is full of examples. 

III. The Guided Caliphs (Al-Khulafa' Ar-Rashidoon): 

Maymoon ibn Mahran said: "When Abu Bakr was faced with a problem he would look 

into the Book of Allah; if he found an answer he would follow it; otherwise he would 

ask the people if they knew what the Prophet (PBUH) might have done in such a 

situation; someone might tell him that the Prophet had done so-and-so; otherwise 

he would gather the leaders of the people and consult them.  Umar also did the 

same". 

Ali ibn Abi Taleb, may Allah be pleased with him, said: "Consultation brings about 

guidance; and he who follows his own opinion takes a great chance; and thinking 

before taking action saves you the regret afterwards". 



 161

IV. Early Scholars: 

Most scholars agree that the command from Allah (SWT) to His Messenger (PBUH) 

means that Shura is mandatory and not optional.   

V. Contemporary Scholars And Da'iahs: 

Imam Maududi, may Allah have mercy on him, wrote in `Towards The Islamic 

Constitution': "Allah (SWT) has shown in his books that Muslims conduct their affairs 

by Shura; He has also commanded His Messenger to consult his followers.  This 

clearly shows that Shura is an obligation on the head of state". 

Imam Al-Banna, may Allah have mercy on him said: "It is the right of the Muslim 

Ummah to watch over the ruler very closely, and to advise him of what they think is 

right; and he has to consult them". 

Sayyed Qutb, may Allah have mercy on him, said: "The verse "and whose affairs 

are conducted by Shura" (42:32), was revealed in Makkah, i.e. before the 

establishment of the Muslim state.  This means that Shura is not confined to state 

affairs but extends to include all aspects of the life of the Muslim community".  

SCOPE OF SHURA: 

Shura should be practiced in state affairs as well as in matters related to the Shari'ah 

where there is no clear evidence from the Qur'an or the Sunnah.  Examples of 

subjects for Shura are the following: 

1. Appointing or discharging a leader 

2. Correcting a leader's misconduct 

3. Setting up a financial system for the state; even the leader's salary should be 

decided through Shura 

4. Setting priorities for the work to establish the Shari'ah of Allah on earth 

5. Planning and setting strategies for the state at time of war and peace 

7. Setting rules of Shari'ah where there is no clear evidence from either Qur'an 

or Sunnah. 

It should be noted that it is unnecessary, impractical as well as nearly impossible to 

conduct Shura in all matters; rather it should be restricted to the more important 

issues. 

WHOM TO CONSULT: 

The importance of Shura as way of preserving the whole Ummah in terms of spiritual 

as well as material aspects necessitates that those who are consulted should possess 

certain qualities: 

1. Knowledge of the subject matter 
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2. Respect and acceptance in people's sight. 

From the Seerah of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) we see that sometimes he consulted 

the common Muslims in matters which are directly relate to them, e.g. for moving 

out of Madinah for the Battle of Uhud; in other instances he consulted some of his 

companions, e.g. regarding the captives of Badr.  So, whom to consult is a matter of 

the particular subject in question.  If the matter is of direct importance to the 

common people, the leader should either consult them or consult those whom they 

trust, e.g. chiefs of tribes, etc.  On the other hand, if the matter in question requires 

specific knowledge, specialists in that matter should be consulted.   

METHOD OF SHURA: 

The Islamic Shari'ah has not specified a given method of Shura to be followed or a 

given number of people to be consulted under all circumstances; it has not specified 

a way to select such people, nor has it specified a method for surveying opinions or 

collecting votes.  All what the Shari'ah did in this respect is that it showed that Shura 

is an obligation on the leader and at the same time, a right for the Ummah; it also 

made it clear that Muslims should conduct their affairs by Shura. 

Other details of the process of Shura have been left to the discretion of the Muslim 

Ummah which has to decide on them based on its circumstances, level of 

organization and nature of the social structure.   So the Ummah may elect a Majlis 

Shura (consultatory council) consisting of competent and sincere Muslims to be 

consulted by the ruler in public matters; at the same time the ruler has the right to 

consult specialists in a particular matter whether or not they are members of the 

elected Majlis, or to consult the whole Ummah in matters that are really serious.  By-

laws and procedures should be set for all these practices based on the general prin-

ciples of Shari'ah. 

It should be noted, however, that setting up rigid and sophisticated systems is not 

enough to guarantee that Shura is properly conducted.  Islamic education and 

establishment of the Muslim individuals and families are indispensable in this 

respect.  Mindfulness of Allah and clear understanding of Islam should form the 

criteria used by people for electing pious as well as competent representatives for 

Majlis Al-Shura. 

FINAL DECISION IN SHURA: 

There are three schools of thought regarding to who the final outcome of Shura: 

1. The outcome of Shura is not mandatory, i.e., the leader has the option of 

following it or adopting another opinion, 
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2. The outcome of Shura is mandatory and the leader should follow it, 

3. It is up to the Ummah to decide whether or not the outcome of Shura is 

mandatory. 

The conclusion that could be drawn from the above opinions is that it is up to the 

Ummah or Jama'ah and its leader to decide which school of thought to follow 

according to their circumstances and their stage of development.  For example, when 

a Jama'ah is still in the stage of formation, and its members have not yet acquired 

enough knowledge and experience, the first opinion should be adopted.  When these 

members have acquired enough experience and knowledge, the outcome of their 

Shura should be considered final.  In all stages, however, the individuals should be 

trained to think and express their opinion, and the leader should always consult 

them.  Imam Hassan Al-Banna, may Allah have mercy on him, adopted the first 

opinion in the early stages of forming his Jama'ah and later adopted the second 

opinion.    
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THE DISCHARGE OF KHALED 

INTRODUCTION: 

Umar ibn Al-Khattab discharged Khaled ibn Al-Waleed, may Allah be pleased with 

both of them, of his position twice.  The first time happened on the day Umar took 

over the Khilafah after Abu Bakr's death.  Umar's first official act as a Khalifah was to 

write a letter to Khaled, discharging him of his position as commander-in-chief of the 

Islamic armies in Syria and appointing the Ameen10 of this Ummah, Abu Ubaida ibn 

Al-Jarrah, for that position. 

The second time Umar discharged Khaled was four years later when Umar was 

informed that Khaled and 'Iad ibn Ghanam attacked the Romans and brought back 

many spoils of war, and that Khaled gave ten thousand Dirhams as a reward to Al-

Ash'ath ibn Qais.  Umar wrote Abu Ubaidah commanding him to start an 

investigation with Khaled about this incident, discharge him of his office and send 

him back to Madinah. 

In this article we are going to talk about the reasons behind this discharge; we will 

not differentiate between the two incidents, but will elaborate on both of them as 

one issue that took two different forms. 

It would be easy for us to say that a new ruler does not have to keep in office those 

who were appointed by his predecessor, nor is he obliged to adopt the same 

approaches in ruling his subjects, as long as the new ruler is following the general 

outline of the Islamic Shari'ah.  Every ruler is expected to have reasoning, 

judgement and orientation different from those of his predecessor.  However, it is 

useful to study and try to analyze this important event in Islamic history in order to 

learn some of the many lessons about how the Sahabah, the best generation of 

Muslims, ran the affairs of the most powerful state of that time, the Islamic State, 

and to see how the people of that generation did not care about earthly ornaments, 

whether it be office, wealth or any material conveniences. 

Umar took over the Khilafah after Abu Bakr; each of the two had his own character 

as a leader; each possessed his own approach in reign even though both acted 

within the main frame of Islamic Shari'ah; it is only a matter of difference in the 

application of what they both had learned from their teacher, Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH). 

                                                 
    10 Ameen: entrusted 
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Al-Tabari reported that when Abu Bakr was on his death bed, he called for Abdur-

Rahman ibn Awf, may Allah be please on him, and asked him: "Tell me about Umar 

ibn Al-Khattab".  Abdur-Rahman answered: "You always ask us about matters you 

know better about".  Abu Bakr said: "Even so".  Abdur-Rahman said: "He is, by 

Allah, the best I have seen, but he is harsh".  Abu Bakr said: "That is because he 

thinks I am too gentle".   

This statement by Abu Bakr summarizes the major difference between the two great 

men.  Ibn Mas'ud narrated that on the day of Badr, the captives were brought to the 

Prophet (PBUH) and among them was Al-Abbas (the Prophet's uncle).  The Prophet 

asked: "What do you see about these captives?"  Abu Bakr said: "O Messenger 

of Allah! They are your kindred and your people, keep them alive may Allah guide 

them".  Umar said: "O Messenger of Allah! They belied you, expelled you and fought 

against you, take them and have their heads chopped off".  Abdullah ibn Rawahah 

said: "Choose a valley with plenty of firewood, lead them therein and set fire in 

them".  Al-Abbas, who was listening said to Abdullah: "May your ties of kinship be 

severed".  The Prophet (PBUH) went into his place and did not answer any of them.  

Some people said: "He will follow Abu Bakr's opinion"; others said: "He will follow 

Umar's opinion"; still others said: "But Ibn Rawahah's opinion".  The Prophet came 

out and said:  "Allah makes some people's hearts soft until they are softer 

than milk, and hardens others until they are harder than rocks.  Your 

similitude, O Abu Bakr, is that of Ibrahim who said: `Whoever follow me, he 

verily is of me.  And whoever disobeys me, still You are the Oft-Forgiving, 

Most Merciful'11, and of Issa who said: `If You punish them, they are Your 

slaves, and if you forgive them, verily, You, only You are the All-Mighty, All-

Wise'12.  And you, O Umar, your similitude is that of Nuh (PBUH) who said: 

`O my Lord! Leave not one of the disbelievers on the earth'13, and of Musa 

who said: `Our Lord! Destroy their wealth, and harden their hearts, so that 

they will not believe until they see the painful torment'14" (Ahmad) 

 

                                                 
    11 14:36 

    12 5:118 

    13 71:26 

    14 10:88 
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When Abu Bakr took over the Khilafah after the death of the Prophet (PBUH), Umar 

acted as his chief consultant and supporter.  However, they disagreed on some 

issues; sometimes Abu Bakr took Umar's opinion and sometimes he ended up 

following his own.  They disagreed, for example, concerning fighting the 

Murtaddeen15; Abu Bakr wanted to fight them while Umar considered it unnecessary 

to enter such a war in such a critical time.  Finally, Abu Bakr forced Umar to follow 

his opinion. 

One of the major differences in opinion between Abu Bakr and Umar was in the 

extent of authority that should be given to their appointed governors and leaders.  

Abu Bakr's approach was to leave complete freedom of action to his men, as long as 

they act within the general outline of the State's regime, provided that they are 

absolutely fair and just among people.  He did not care whether justice was brought 

about by his, or his officers' hands.  He did not like to interfere in the scope of 

authority, financial or otherwise, he had given to his men, nor did he ask them about 

details of what they were doing. 

Umar, on the other hand, believed that a Khalifah should precisely determine for his 

officers the approach they should follow in running the affairs of their offices.  He 

mandated them to consult him in what happened so that he would be the one to 

decide what needed to be done.  He considered the Khalifah responsible for his 

officer's performance, and that this responsibility is not waived merely by choosing 

good deputies or officers.  When he took over the government, Umar spoke to his 

people saying: "Allah has tested you with me, and me with you, and has extended 

my life beyond that of my two friends (Meaning the Prophet (PBUH) and Abu Bakr).  

By Allah, nobody should take care of you affairs except me.  If they (the officers) do 

good, I shall reward them, and if they misbehave, I shall severely punish them."  He 

also said: "If a camel was lost on the river bank in Iraq, I would consider myself 

responsible for it".  He asked his subjects: "What do you think? If I choose as officer 

the best man I know and command him to be just, have I then fulfilled my respons-

ibility?"  They said: "Yes".  He said: "No! Until I look into what he is doing, whether 

or not he acts according to what I ordered him."  He also said: "If a deputy of mine 

treated someone unjustly and I was informed about it, but did not correct the 

injustice, I would consider myself to have wronged that person." 

 

                                                 
    15 Those who renounced Islam after the Prophet's death 



 167

After taking over government, Umar looked around and saw that the officers 

appointed by Abu Bakr were acting according to the latter's policy, i.e., 

independence and decentralization.  Umar informed them of the new policy of the 

state and commanded them to follow it; some accepted and remained in their 

positions while other refused and resigned; among the latter group was Khaled. 

Ibn Hajar reported that Umar wrote Khaled: "You shall not give anyone a goat or a 

camel unless you have my permission.  Khaled replied: "Either you leave me alone, 

or you run your own business."  Umar replied: "I would not be truthful to Allah if I 

advised Abu Bakr to do something and did not do it myself."  Then he decided to 

discharge Khaled of his office.  Later on, Umar asked Khaled to work with him but 

Khaled refused unless Umar let him act independently. 

So Umar's discharge of Khaled was an act of government policy; and by no means 

does it warrant all the analyses and explanations that people tried to provide, trying 

to put the blame on either of the two great men in order to acquit the other.  Umar 

discharged several people and appointed others and history has proved that those 

who were appointed were not less competent that those who were discharged; and 

this is a great bounty of Islamic Tarbiyah which is capable of producing innumerable 

great leaders. 

The two men, Umar and Khaled, were very similar in their innate characteristics, yet 

were very different in acquired qualities; they were both strong and firm, but their 

conduct in life was different.  The firmness of Umar is clearly illustrated in his 

declaration of Islam in front of Quraish, public migration, his position towards the 

captives of Badr, in his trying to prevent the Prophet (PBUH) from performing Salat-

ul-Janazah on Abdullah ibn Ubai, the hypocrite, and his initial position towards the 

Hudaibiyah Treaty.  The firmness and strength of Khaled was something that he 

inherited from his tribe, Banu Makhzoom, who were known for their strength and 

who used, in Jahiliyyah, to take pride in their men, horses and weapons. 

So the truth in Umar's discharge of Khaled is that the characters of the two men 

were built such that none of them would yield to the other; there was no hatred 

between the two men, nor did Umar have any doubts about Khaled's competence, 

sincerity or compliance with Islamic teachings.  There were two dominating powers 

in the Muslim community: The power of Umar as the Khalifah, under which all the 

Muslim Ummah had to unite, i.e., there should only be one Khalifah for the whole 

Ummah, and the power of the military leaders, especially Khaled and Al-Muthanna 
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ibn Harethah, which they gained as a result of their bright victories in the battlefield; 

and the Ummah should have numerous such leaders. 

Khaled was a military genius and a gifted leader.  However, a growing Ummah 

should by no means rely upon a single person no matter how brilliant he is.  It is 

much better for the Ummah to encourage the production and give the chance to as 

many leaders as possible to prove their competence in order to have a huge reserve 

of capabilities. 

Ibn Hajar wrote in `Al-Isabah': "The reason for Khaled's discharge was what Az-

Zubair ibn Bakkar who said: `Whenever Khaled collected money (or spoils of war) he 

would distribute it without referring to Abu Bakr; Umar considered this behavior as 

disregard to Abu Bakr.  Khaled also killed Malek ibn Nuwairah and married his widow.  

Abu Bakr did not approve Khaled's behavior and ordered him to divorce her; he also 

offered Malek's brother some money as a consolation.  However, Abu Bakr did not 

discharge Khaled of his office.'"  The controversy that some people try to raise is that 

Khaled killed Malek while the latter was Muslim.  However, a closer look into the 

situation proves that he was not.  Since Abu Bakr ordered Khaled to divorce Malek's 

widow, this means that he considered the marriage to be correct; there is no point 

for divorce if marriage is invalid.  Furthermore, the money that Abu Bakr offered to 

Malek's brother was not a Diyah16, but only as a consolation. 

After Khaled was discharged of his position as a commander-in-chief of the Muslim 

armies in Syria, he was appointed by Abu Ubaidah, the new commander-in-chief, as 

a commander of one of the wings of the army.  Even though he had been `degraded' 

in position, Khaled maintained the same spirit in observing the responsibilities of his 

new position.  On several occasions, Umar praised Khaled's bravery and military 

genius.  The conquest of Qennesreen was one of Khaled's military miracles.  When 

the news of this miracle reached Umar he said: "May Allah have mercy on Abu Bakr; 

he had better esteem for men than I do." 

The Second Discharge: 

While Khaled was ruler of Qennesreen, he and `Iad ibn Ghanam led an army and 

went deep into the territories of the Romans; they came back with a great deal of 

spoils of war.  People came to congratulate Khaled, hoping to get some gifts.  Khaled 

gave many gifts, and gave Al-Ash'ath ibn Qais ten thousand Dirhams.  Umar got very 

upset with Khaled's behavior and considered it a clear contradiction with his policy of 

                                                 
    16  Diyah: blood money; compensation given to the family of the deceased. 
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being referred to in all issues.  Umar realized that discharging Khaled from his 

position as commander-in-chief was not firm enough to stop the latter's contradiction 

with the state's policy, so he decided to dismiss Khaled from the army altogether.  

Furthermore, Umar ordered that Khaled be impeached and brought back to Madinah. 

Some Muslims started showing sympathy towards Khaled and concern for the Muslim 

army which had been deprived of its victorious leader.  So Umar gave a speech to his 

people in which he said: "I did not discharge Khaled out of hatred or suspicion.  

However, I noticed that people were fascinated with him, so I was afraid that they 

might rely upon him (instead of Allah) and decided to let them know that it is Allah, 

and not Khaled, who grants victory".  Umar was very wise in doing so; history tells 

us how, during the time of the Ottoman Khilafah, people got so fascinated with their 

great leader Muhammad Al-Fateh (The Conqueror) who conquered Constantinople 

and reached the borders of Russia, that when he died their morale was destroyed 

and they could not attain victory. 

Talhah ibn Ubaidellah asked Umar: "Why did you discharge Khaled? You only 

disapproved his conduct in financial issues".  Umar then spoke to the people saying: 

"I commanded Khaled to keep the money for the poor and weak among the 

Muhajereen, but he gave those who are noble, strong and eloquent, so I appointed 

Abu Ubaidah". 

It is very important in this context to try to find out the motivation of Khaled's 

behavior.  What Umar disliked is that Khaled gave the noble, rich and eloquent 

people gifts instead of giving them to the poor and weak.  However, Khaled's 

behavior is by no means unprecedented; the Prophet (PBUH) is reported to have 

given large shares of the spoils of war to the noble, rich and eloquent men.  After 

returning from the battle of Hunain, the Prophet (PBUH) gave the leaders of Quraish 

who had recently embraced Islam, as well as the leaders of the Bedouins such as: 

Al-Aqra' ibn Habis, Uyaynah ibn Hisn, Al-Abbas ibn Merdas and others, and did not 

give to the Muhajereen and the Ansar. 

So Khaled's opinion was that among his strongest soldiers were some who were not 

totally sincere in their Niyyah17 for Jihad and therefor, he wanted to strengthen their 

hearts by giving them some earthly goods.  He thought that money, no matter how 

much, is a cheap price for victory.  Therefore, we could conclude that Khaled's 

behavior was based on sound foundation from Shari'ah. 

                                                 
    17 Niyyah: Intention 
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However, Umar must have thought that the idea of giving people money to attract 

them to Islam had been valid when Islam was in its early days and needed to be 

supported.  But since Islam was already established and powerful, there was no need 

for such enticement. 

It should also be noted that Khaled was not the only leader whom Umar discharged; 

he discharged Al-Muthanna ibn Harethah, Ziyad ibn Abeeh and Al-Mughirah in 

Shu'bah.  Ziyad said to Umar: "Tell the people that you did not discharge me 

because of any shameful act I had done".  He said: "I did not discharge you because 

of any shameful act, but I hated to let people be fascinated with your talents".  Al-

Mughirah asked Umar: "For incompetence or treason did you dismiss me?"  Umar 

answered: "For none of the two; I just hated to let people be fascinated with your 

talents". 

Khaled's Response to the Discharge: 

Khaled accepted the first discharge contentedly, transferred authority to the new 

commander and worked under his leadership without disagreeing with him for four 

years.  Abu Ubaidah, the new commander also helped alleviate any anguish Khaled 

might feel.  He always consulted him and respected his opinions and was keen to 

appoint him for tasks of major importance.  The result was that Khaled showed great 

military talents and remained, both as a leader and a soldier, as the Prophet (PBUH) 

had described him: the Sword of Allah. 

The second discharge, or complete dismissal from the army, was also accepted by 

Khaled but with great sorrow.  He was not sorry for losing his power because that 

would have happened after the first discharge.  Instead, Khaled felt sorry that he 

was deprived of participating in Jihad, which had comprised all the man's life. 

The greatness of Khaled as an obedient Muslim, which is no less that his greatness 

as a leader, is clearly reflected in his response to his dismissal from the army. 

Khaled's esteem in the hearts of Muslims was unrivalled; they would consider it a 

great honor to fight under his leadership. In the hearts of his enemies, Khaled's 

name meant terror and defeat to them. A man of such status could have lighted the 

fire of mutiny and Fitnah if he had decided to rebel against Umar. But he was a man 

in whom the spirit of Islam was mixed with his flesh and blood. Since he had 

believed in Allah and His Messenger, he put himself under the command of the 

Islamic Da'wah, seeking only the pleasure of Allah (SWT).  

While Khaled was lying on his death-bed, he said to Abud-Darda' who was visiting 

him: "If Umar dies, you will see things you hate to see"  Abud-Darda' said: "By Allah, 
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I think so, too".  Khaled continued: "I had been upset with some of the things Umar 

did to me; but when I thought about them during my illness and when I felt that the 

decision of Allah (death) had come closer, I realized that Umar was seeking Allah's 

pleasure in all that he did to me.  I got upset when he sent someone to confiscate 

half of my fortune; he even took one shoe and left me the other; but I knew that 

Umar did the same to early Muslims and to those who witnessed Badr.  He was 

sometimes rough to me, but he was rough to others as well.  I had expected him to 

consider my blood relation to him, but I saw him consider no kinship, and regards no 

blame in the cause of Allah.  This is what did away with what I had felt towards 

Umar.  I was in the middle of war and he was away from it; so I made some 

decisions from my position which he did not approve."  

Khaled's respect to Umar was so great that he wrote in his will: "I appoint Umar ibn 

Al-Khattab to distribute my heritage and take over my covenants". 
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IMAM HASSAN AL-BANNA 

Biography: 

Hassan Al-Banna was born in 1906 in Mahmoudia, near Alexandria, Egypt.  He 

graduated from Dar Al-Uloum school in Cairo and worked in the field of education in 

several towns, calling people to follow the Qur'an and the Sunnah.  He was able to 

guide to the Path of Allah thousands of people of all classes of his society. 

Imam Al-Banna stayed in Ismailiah, Egypt for some time where he established the 

first center for Al-Ikhwan with a group of his brothers.  He started making Da'wah in 

public through lectures and publications and visits to villages and towns.  His activity 

was not only confined to men, he also established in Ismailiah "The Muslims' Mothers 

Institute" for educating girls according to Islamic teachings. 

After some time he was transferred to Cairo to which he transferred his 

headquarters.  Cairo became the center of Da'wah and in a short time the number of 

Ikhwan reached about a half million.  This enormous progress started to concern the 

British and their followers, the Egyptian politicians.  They tried to dissuade Imam Al-

Banna from politics but he insisted on his position.  He established a daily newspaper 

in Cairo by the name "Al-Ikhwan Al-Muslimoon" which enabled him to address a 

much larger sector of the public than with lectures. 

When the tragedy of Palestine took place, the Ikhwan troops were among the most 

active forces and were able to reach to the gates of Tel Aviv and almost conquered it 

if it had not been for the treason by the Arab rulers at that time.  Furthermore, King 

Farouq of Egypt imprisoned a large number of Ikhwan.  Finally, a plot was made by 

the British and implemented by their servants to assassinate Imam Al-Banna.  He 

was shot in front of the "Muslim Youth Association" building in March 1949.  After he 

was carried to the hospital, he was left on the floor bleeding with no one trying to 

save him.  Two hours after he was shot, he passed away, at only 43 years of age. 

Who Is Hassan Al-Banna: 

Any one who knows the martyred Imam closely realizes how he surprised Egypt and 

the whole world with his Da'wah and his strife.  Al-Banna, may Allah have mercy on 

him, possessed a multitude of characteristics that may seem contradicting with one 

another from the point of view of psychologists or historians.  He was brilliant, 

sympathetic, ambitious for the future of his Da'wah yet easily satisfied by very little 

in his private life.  He was eloquent, steadfast and humble.  All these characters 

helped to form an example of religious and social leadership that the whole world 

had not seen for centuries.   
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At the age of 9, Hassan Al-Banna memorized two thirds of the Qur'an.  Shortly after 

that, he finished memorizing the whole Qur'an.   

He was an excellent speaker.  He had the ability to improvise speeches for almost 

any occasion for whatever audience he happened to be addressing.  He was superb 

in his ability to get his ideas across to his audience, supported by verses from the 

holy Qur'an and by Hadiths, both of which he mastered very well.  The unique quality 

the martyred Imam enjoyed was his ability to gather people's hearts around him and 

bind them together with the link of brotherhood in Islam.   

An unforgettable quality of Imam Al-Banna was his persistence and diligent work for 

propagating his message.  He always traveled, gave lectures and Khutbahs, had 

discussion with people, worked day and night and never knew what it was like to 

relax or go on vacation. 

Establishment Of Jama'at Al Ikhwan: 

We let the Imam narrate the story: "Since my childhood I have devoted my life to a 

single purpose; that is to guide people to the truth of Islam, concept and practice.  

However, this objective remained for some time as thoughts that come to my mind 

from time to time; I sometimes spoke about them to those around me in the form of 

a speech or a lesson at a masjid whenever possible.  I tried to encourage some of 

my Ulama' friends to redouble their effort in preaching to people in order to guide 

them to the reality of Islam.  I also spoke with people of high social standing, urging 

them to work for the cause of Islam; their response was anywhere from frustration 

to encouragement to indecisiveness.  But when I realized I could not get what I 

wanted in terms of seriousness to work and organize efforts, I turned toward my 

brothers and friends with whom I had the link of sincere love and common 

appreciation of responsibility. 

"In Dhul-Qi'dah, 1347 H (March, 1928), six brothers visited me: Hafez Abdel-Hamid, 

Ahmad Al-Hossary, Fuad Ibrahim, Abder-Rahman Hasab-Allah, Ismael Ezz and Zaki 

Al-Maghraby.  We gave our pledge and swore that we would live as brothers working 

for Islam and strive in its cause. 

"One of us said: `What should we call ourselves? Should we form an association, a 

club or an organization?'  I said: `No! Let's not worry about formalities, let's 

concentrate on practical issues.  We are brothers who work for Islam, so we are Al-

Ikhwan Al-Muslimoon (The Muslim Brothers). 

"That was the birth of the first group of Al-Ikhwan, consisting of these six people 

who gathered around the principle.   
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Under this name we started working with a clear and comprehensive understanding 

of Islam.   

As a result the Da'wah of Al-Ikhwan comprised all aspects of reformation of the 

Muslim Ummah." 

Imam Al-Banna, may Allah have mercy on him, established his Da'wah on several 

pillars which he considered to be of utmost importance, among those pillars are: 

1. Singleness of purpose, 

2. Gathering people around the basic principles of Islam and not worrying about 

minor differences, 

3. Following the proper Islamic manners in case of disagreement, 

4. Thinking positively of those who disagree with one's idea, 

5. Avoiding despotism, 

6. The possibility of more than one right opinion for a single issue, 

7. Cooperation in what is agreed upon and forgiveness in what is disagreed 

upon, 

8. Calling all Muslims to face the common enemy, 

9. Encouraging work and productivity, and 

10. Feeling of pity, not malice, for those who have gone astray. 

Among His Sayings: 

* O sincere brothers! Our pledge has ten pillars, remember them: 

understanding, sincerity, work, strife, sacrifice, obedience, steadfastness, 

singleness of purpose, brotherhood and confidence. 

* Revive your conscience by believing in Allah and remaining mindful of Him; 

protect your communities by enjoining what is right and forbidding what is 

wrong; these are the two pillars of reformation. 

* Islam performs two tasks: First, it molds the individuals into a new shape 

based on Aqidah and noble human qualities; it then uses these individuals as 

building units to establish the righteous Allah-mindful communities. 

* Islam is an Aqidah (creed) as well as a nationality.  Unlike nationalities which 

are based on land, the nationality of Islam is based on brotherhood in faith 

and, therefore, is far stronger and more meaningful than the former. 


