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The Basic Rulings and Principles of Fiqh
Principle One
The first principle is entitled:
The Lawgiver orders only that which is a purely beneficial (i.e. no evil therein) or predominately beneficial
(meaning its benefits exceeds any evil therein). The Lawgiver forbids only that which is purely evil or
predominately evil (i.e. the good is negligible when compared to the evil), giving precedence to warding off the
evil.
Qur’anic Foundation for Principle One
This foundation comprises the entire shari’ah. Nothing is irregular when considered using this foundation.
There is no differentiation, whether this foundation refers to the rights of Allâh or the rights of His slaves. Allâh
Ta'âlâ said (in the translation of the meaning):
«Verily, Allâh commands [people] to maintain justice, kindness and proper relations with their relatives. He
forbids them to commit indecency, sin, and rebellion. Allah gives you advice so that you may take heed»1.
From this ayâh, it is clear that there is no justice or goodness, except that Allaah orders it. Similarly, there is no
evil or munkar related to the rights of Allâh and no transgression nor oppression related to the rights of
people, except that He forbade it.
This is where this foundation is deducted from.
Also, Allâhsaid in the Qur’an (in the translation of the meaning):
«Say (O Muhammad): My Lord has ordered you to act justly. Turn to Him wherever you kneel in prayer and call
on Him with true devotion»2.
As such, this verse comprises the basic foundations regarding the commands and reminds us of their goodness.
Similarly, the following verse comprises the basis of all the prohibitions while commanding us to say away from
them, stating (in the translation of the meaning):

1 Surah an-Nahl (16:90)
2 Surah al-‘Araf (7:29)
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«Muhammad, tell them, My Lord has only prohibited indecent acts committed in public or in secret, all sins,
unjust rebellion, considering things equal to Allah without any heavenly authority , and speaking for Allah
without having any knowledge [of what He has said]»3.
This verse begins by describing those acts that are lesser in gravity, continuing on to those that are the highest
in magnitude and forbiddance.
In addition, Allâh said the following verse (in the translation of the meaning):
«Believes, when you are about to pray; wash your faces and your hands along with the elbows and wipe your
heads, and (wash) your feet to the ankles. If you experience a seminal discharge, manage to take (the required)
path. If you are sick, or on a journey, or have just defecated, or have had intercourse with women and cannot
find any water, perform a tayammum by: touching clean natural earth with both palms and wiping of your
face, and your hands. Allah does not want you to suffer hardship. He wants you to be purified. He wants to
complete His Favor to you, so you would give Him thanks»4.
After mentioning the command that when one wants to perform the salâh that he must make wudu’with
water if it is available or otherwise clean earth, Allâh tells us that His magnificent commands, which are from
His greatest favors, are not meant to be difficult but to provide good for us and to purify us.
Furthermore, contemplate His saying in Surah al-Isra’(in the translation of the meaning):
«Your Lord has ordained that you must not worship anything other than Him and that you must be kind to your
parents. If either or both of your parents should become advanced in age, do not express to them words, which
show your slightest disappointment. Never yell at them but always speak to them with kindness»5.
In the same Surah, Allâh affirmed (in the translation of the meaning):
«Muhammad, these are words of wisdom, which Your Lord has revealed to You»6.
To fully understand this verse, we must look at the preceding verses. Allâh said (in the translation of the
meaning):

3 Surah al-‘Araf (7:33)
4 Surah al-Ma’idah (5:6)
5 Surah al-Isra (17:23)
6 Surah al-Isra (17:39)
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«Do not kill your children for fear of poverty. We will give sustenance to all of you. To kill them is certainly a
great sin. Do not even approach adultery. It is indecent and an evil act. Do not kill a respectable soul without a
just cause. If anyone is wrongfully killed, we have given the heirs of that person the right (to demand
satisfaction or to forgive). He must not exceed the law in having vengeance; his victim shall also be assisted (by
law) »7.
Allâh continued by affirming (in the translation of the meaning):
« Do not get close to the property of the orphans (unless it is for a good reason) until they are mature and
strong. Keep your promise; you will be questioned about it. While weighing, use proper measurements in the
exchange of your property. This is fair and will be better in the end. Do not follow what you do not know; the
ears, eyes, and hearts will all be held responsible for their deeds. Do not walk proudly on the earth; your feet
cannot tear apart the earth nor are you as tall as the mountains»8.
Allâh then concluded with this comprehensive statement (in the translation of the meaning):
«All such things are sins and detestable in the sight of your Lord»9.
We now end with the statement with which we began.
« Muhammad, these are words of wisdom, which Your Lord has revealed to You»10.
Contemplate these verses, the commands: their utmost beauty, justice, and general goodness and benefits.
And contemplate these prohibitions: the harm, evil, and mischief that can not even be enumerated. This is one
of the greatest miracles of theQur’an and of the Messenger (sallallâhu ‘alayhi wa sallam).
«Among the servants of the Beneficent Allâh are those who walk gently on the earth and when addressed by
the ignorant ones, their only response is, "Peace be with you." They are those who spend the night
worshipping their Lord, prostrating, and standing, who pray, "Lord, protect us from the torment of hell; it is a
great loss»11.

7 Surah al-Isra (17:31-33)
8 Surah al-Isra (17:34-37)
9 Surah al-Isra (17:38)
10 Surah al-Isra (17:39)
11 Surah al-Furqan (25:63-65)



The Basic Rulings and Principles of Fiqh

By Sh. 'Abd ar-Rahmân ibn Nâsir As-Sa'di

6

Allâh continued by stating (in the translation of the meaning):
«who in their spending are neither extravagant nor stingy but maintain moderation, who do not worship idols
besides God, nor without a just cause murder a soul to whom God has granted amnesty, who do not commit
fornication, for those who do so have committed a sin and on the Day of Judgment their torment will be
double. They will suffer forever in disgrace. But only those who repent and believe and act righteously will
have their sins replaced by virtue; God is All-forgiving and All-merciful. Those who repent and act righteously
have truly returned to God, those who do not testify falsely and when they come across something impious,
pass it by nobly, who, when reminded of the revelations of their Lord, do not try to ignore them as though deaf
and blind. Rather, they try to understand and think about them. They pray, "Lord, let our spouses and children
be the delight of our eyes and ourselves examples for the pious ones. They will live therein forever, the best
abode and place of rest»12.
Also, in Surah al-Mu’minun, Allâh began the Surah with (in the translation of the meaning):
«Triumphant indeed are the believers».13

Allâh then described the qualities of the believers (in the translation of the meaning):

«Those who are submissive to God in their prayers, who avoid impious talks, pay their religious tax and
restrain their carnal desires except with their spouses and slave-girls. The practice of carnal relations is lawful
with them. Those who desire to go beyond such limits they commit transgression, those who are true to their
trust, to their promise, and who are steadfast in their prayer. These are the heirs of Paradise wherein they will
live forever»14.

Furthermore, in Surah al-Ahzab,

12 Surah al-Furqan (25:67-75)
13 Surah al-Mu’minun (23:1)
14 Surah al-Mu’minun (23:2-11)
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«Allâh has promised forgiveness and great rewards to the Muslim men and the Muslim women, the believing
men and the believing women, the obedient men and the obedient women, the truthful men and the truthful
women, the forbearing men and the forbearing women, the humble men and the humble women, the alms-
giving men and the alms-giving women, the fasting men and the fasting women, the chaste men and the chaste
women, and the men and women who remember Allâh very often»15.

We ask Allâh Ta'âlâ to make us like those in all of these ayat where Allâh Ta'âlâ described the best of creation.
These verses are perfect in their benefits. We remember the saying of Allâh (in the translation of the meaning):

« Who is a better judge for the people whose belief is based on certainty, than God?»16.
With respect to the rationale behind mentioning these preceding verses, the Shaykh (rahimahu Allâh) said:
All that which is in the shari’ah from the worship, transactions, commands, and giving the due rights to its
people are all details and branches for what Allâh stated in these verses.
What the‘ulama’(scholars) detailed from the benefits and the fruits of the commands and the evils of what is
forbidden all falls under this foundation. This is why the scholars of fiqh relate the rulings to the benefits and
the evils.
Examples of that which is Purely Beneficial and Purely Evil
The statement of the Shaykh that, “The Lawgiver orders only that which is apurely beneficial (i.e. no evil
therein)” refers to the majority of ahkam shar’iyyah (the legal commands). Iman and tawhid are purely
beneficial to the heart, the soul and the body in this life and the Hereafter.
From the examples of things that are purely beneficial, it is clear that which is purely evil, namely shirk
(ascribing partners to Allâh in worship) and kufr (disbelief). They are purely harmful to the heart, the soul and
the body in this life and the Hereafter.
Another example of that which is purely good is justice. Similarly, an example of that which is purely evil is
oppression and injustice. Likewise, magic is purely evil.

15 Surah al-Ahzab (33:35)
16 Surah al-Ma’idah (5:50)
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Concerning magic, Allâh stated in Surah al-Baqarah (in the translation of the meaning):
«They learn, indeed, what harms them and does not profit them»17.
Examples of that which is Predominantly Beneficial and Predominantly Evil
Sidq (truthfulness) is purely beneficial; lying is the opposite (i.e. purely evil).
However, there may be situations where in some forms of lying, there may be a greater benefit that exceeds
the evil therein. This would be an example of predominately beneficial, meaning the benefits far exceeds the
evil. A specific instance of this is lying regarding war plans and reconciliation between people; the Prophet
(sallallâhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) permitted this, as in the hadith of UmmKulthoum bint ‘Uqbah:
"He who makes peace between the people by inventing good information or saying good things, is not a liar"18.
In a similar narration in Saheeh Muslim, Umm al-Kulthoum reported that the Prophet (sallallâhu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) said:
“A liar is not one who tries to bring reconciliation amongst people and speaks good (in order to avert dispute),
or he conveys good.”
Ibn Shihab said he did not hear that exemption was granted in anything what the people speak as lie but in
three cases: in battle, for bringing reconciliation amongst persons and the narration of the words of the
husband to his wife, and the narration of the words of a wife to her husband (in a twisted form in order to
bring reconciliation between them).19

In this situation, there is a greater benefit that exceeds the evil.
Examples of that which is predominately evil are gambling and drinking alcoholic beverages. Their evil far
exceeds their benefit, and that is why they are forbidden.
Allâh Ta'âlâ stated in Surah al-Baqarah (in the translation of meaning):
«Muhammad, they ask you about wine and gambling. Tell them that there is great sin in them. Although they
have benefits for men, the sin therein is far greater than the benefit»20.

17 Surah al-Baqarah (2:102)
18 [Narrated by al-Bukhari, hadith no. 2692]
19 [Narrated by Muslim, hadith no. 6303]
20 Surah al-Baqarah (2:219)
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In certain situations, there could be greater benefit in some forms of gambling; in such cases, the shariah takes
that into account. For example, taking wages is allowed in three things: racing camels, racing horses, and
shooting arrows; these are allowed since they encourage people to prepare for jihad; as such, there is a greater
benefit that exceeds the evil therein. The same applies to contemporary means of jihad like tanks, rockets,
planes, etc.
The general ruling concerning carrion, blood, and pork is that they are forbidden since they are harmful.
However, if regarding these matters, there arises a situation of a greater benefit, for instance staying alive,
then they are allowed. Allâh said (in the translation of the meaning):
«If anyone not (normally) inclined to sin is forced by hunger to eat unlawful substances instead of proper food,
he may do so to spare his life. God is All-forgiving and All-merciful»21.
Therefore, in origin, carrion is forbidden because is harmful. However, since it is allowed in cases of necessity,
then the harm is removed in such situations for two reasons. The first reason is that Allâh Ta'âlâ would not
allow something for His slaves if there was harm in it. In addition, the person only eats carrion when there is a
real need. Imam ibn al-Qayyim (rahimahu Allâh) pointed to this matter and gave the example of the story of
Suhaib when he was touched by a sore inflamed eye (a form of trachoma); Suhaib came to the Prophet
(sallallâhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and found with him (sallallâhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) some pieces of bread and some
dates (know that the person inflicted with this kind of eye disease should not eat dates). The Prophet
(sallallâhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) told Suhaib to come close and eat, so he ate from the dates. The Prophet told
him, “Youeat dates when you have a sore, inflamed eye.” Suhaib replied, “I chew the datesfrom the other
side.” To this, the Prophet (sallallâhu ‘alayhi wa sallam) smiled in approval. From this, Imam ibn al-Qayyim
(rahimahu Allâh) deducted the point of benefit that if the self is inclined to take that which is harmful due to
the necessity, then the harm will be driven away by the intensity of his eagerness and inclination.
Conclusion

21 Surah al-Ma’idah (5:3)
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The first foundation in Imam ‘Abd ar-Rahmân ibn Nâsir as-Sa’di’s book, al-Qawâ'id wal-Usul al-Jâmi'ah wal-
Furuq wat -Taqâsim al-Badi'ah an-Nâfi'ah (The Basic Rulings and Principles of Fiqh –The Beneficial, Eloquent
Classifications and Differentiations), is entitled:
The Lawgiver orders only that which is a purely beneficial (i.e. no evil therein) or predominately beneficial
(meaning its benefits exceeds any evil therein). The Lawgiver forbids only that which is purely evil or
predominately evil (i.e. the good is negligible when compared to the evil), giving precedence to warding off the
evil.
All Praise is due to Allâh, and may the salâh and salaam be on Prophet Muhammad, his household, the noble
companions and those who follow them until the Day of Resurrection.

Saleh As-Saleh
1st Sha'bân 1427
25th August 2006


