
CONTENT SUMMARY:

It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira that the
Messenger of Allah (may peace and blessings be upon
him) said: Faith has over seventy branches or over sixty
branches, the most excellent of which is the declaration
that there is no god but Allah, and the humblest of which
is the, removal of what is injurious from the path: and
modesty is the branch of faith.
(Sahih Muslim Book 1, Number 0056)

NAFEELAH (supererogatory):

Qur’aan reading & memorization:
Your status will be commensurate (proportionate) with the last aayah you
read.

Read the Qur’an (regularly) for it will act as an intercessor for its readers on
the Day of Resurrection

The best among you (Muslims) are those who learn the Qur’an and teach it

When somebody recites one letter from the Qur’an he will get one good deed
in recompense will be equal to ten good deeds

Du’aa’ (supplication):

When are our du’aa’s accepted?
My slave continues to draw near to Me with supererogatory works so that I
will love him, Were he to ask [something] of Me, I would surely give it to
him, and were he to ask Me for refuge, I would surely grant him it

Whenever a Muslim makes a beneficial du'aa' for his brother the appointed
angel says aameen and may you also be blessed with the same

There is nothing more dear to Allah Ta’alah than a servant making du'aa’
to him

Whosoever desires that Allah Ta’ala answers his du'aa's in unfavorable and
difficult conditions, he should make plentiful du'aa' in days of ease and
comfort

Whoever says ‘Laa ilaaha ill-Allaah wahdahu laa shareeka lah, lahu’l-mulk
wa lahu’l-hamd wa huwa ‘ala kulli shay’in Qadeer (There is no god but Allaah
Alone, with no partner or associate; His is the Dominion and His is the Praise,
and He is Able to do all things), one hundred times in a day, it will be



2

equivalent (in reward) to freeing ten slaves, and a hundred hasanaat (good
deeds) will be recorded for him, and one hundred sayi’aat (bad deeds) will
be erased from his record; it will be a protection for him from the Shaytaan
all that day until evening comes, and nobody can do any better than that
except one who does more than that.

Whoever says ‘Subhaan Allaah wa bi hamdih (Glory and praise be to Allaah)’
one hundred times in a day, his sins will be wiped out

A man reciting Qul huwa Allaahu ahad, Paradise is his right.

Whoever recites Qul huwa Allaahu ahad ten times, Allaah will build for
him a house in Paradise

La ilaaha illa anta subhaanaka innee kuntu min al-zaalimeen. There is no
Muslim who recites this in any situation, but Allaah will respond to him; he
will be relieved of his stress

The last hour of Friday (between 'Asr and Maghreb) Allaah will grant that
to him

Du’aa’ made between the adhaan (call for prayer) and iqaamah (adhan just
before prayer) will not be refused

During sujood

Du’aa’s are accepted after saying the final tashahhud (la illaaha ilah llah, in
prayer) and before saying the salaam

25 du’aa’s from the Holy Qur’aan

Some du’aa’s to do with repentance
 ‘Allaahumma anta rabbi la ilaaha illa anta, Khalaqtani wa ana ‘abduka wa
ana ‘ala ‘ahdika wa wa’dika ma astata’t. A’oodhu bika min sharri ma sana’tu,
aboo’u laka bi ni’matika ‘alayya wa aboo’u laka bi dhanbi, faghfir li fa innahu
laa yaghfiru’l-dhunoob illaa anta (O Allaah, You are my Lord. None has the
right to be worshipped but You. You created me and I am Your slave, and I
am faithful to my covenant and my promise (to You) as much as I can. I seek
refuge with You from all the evil I have done. I acknowledge before You all
the blessings You have bestowed upon me, and I confess to You all my sins.
So I entreat You to forgive my sins, for nobody can forgive sins except You).'
Whoever says this during the day, having faith in it and dies before the
evening comes, will be among the people of Paradise, and whoever says it
during the night, having faith in it, and dies before the morning comes, will
be among the people of Paradise

O son of Adam, so long as you call upon Me and put your hope in Me, I will
forgive you.
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The one who repents from his sin is like the one who did not sin in the first
place

There is no man who commits a sin, then gets up, purifies himself, prays two
rak’ahs then asks Allaah to forgive him, but Allaah will forgive him.

If anyone continually asks pardon, God will appoint for him a way out of
every distress, and a relief from every anxiety, and will provide for him from
where he did not reckon

Some du’aa’s to ward off the Shaytan

 Ask from Allaah

Ayaat al-Kursiy (Qur’aan, 2:255)
Which aayah of the Qur’aan is the greatest?  Aayat al-Kursi

When you lie down in your bed, recite Aayat al-Kursiy, then you will have a
protector from Allaah and no shaytaan (devil) will come near you until
morning comes

It is never recited in a house but the Shaytaan leaves: Aayat al-Kursiy

Whoever recites Aayat al-Kursiy immediately after each prescribed prayer,
there will be nothing standing between him and his entering Paradise except
death

Whoever recites Aayat al-Kursiy after every prescribed prayer is not
prevented from entering Paradise by anything except death

Dhikr (remembrance)
In the remembrance of Allaah do hearts find rest

If he remembers Me in his heart, I remember him to Myself, and if he
remembers me in an assembly, I mention him in an assembly better than
his...and if he comes to me walking, I rush to him at [great] speed

The good righteous deeds that will last?
'Subhaan-Allaah wa'l-hamdu Lillaah wa laa ilaaha ill-Allaah, wa Allaahu
akbar, wa laa hawla wa laa quwwata illa Billaah il'Ali il-'Azeem (Glory be to
Allaah, praise be to Allaah, there is no god but Allaah, Allaah is most great
and there is no power and no strength except in Allaah, the Exalted, the
Almighty)'

Whoever prays Fajr in jamaa’ah, then sits and remembers Allaah until the
sun comes up, then prays two rak’ahs, will have a reward like that of Hajj
and ‘Umrah
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The best of your deeds and that which is most pure in the sight of your Lord,
that which raises you more in status and is better for you than giving gold
and silver (in charity), and better than your meeting your enemy and
striking their necks and they strike your necks is remembering Allaah
(dhikr)

Excellence of remembrance
People who do dhikr in Jama'a (group), all will be forgiven their sins.

Saying Bismillaah, Insha Allaah and saying the names of Allaah
Bismillaah
Insha Allaah
The Names of Allaah

Invoking Allaah’s blessings upon the Prophet (swas)
Whoever gives blessings upon Prophet Muhammad (swas) will be near him
in the Day of resurrection

Sawm (fasting)
Whoever fasts one day for the sake of Allaah, Allaah will keep his face
seventy years’ distance from Hell

General voluntary fasts
For single people
Best days of the week (Mondays & Thursdays)

Those are two days on which people’s deeds are shown to the Lord of the
Worlds, and I want my deeds to be shown to Him when I am fasting

Best days of the month (13th, 14th, 15th of the Hijri calendar)

Sunnah fasts
Best days of the week: Mondays & Thursdays.

Best days of the month: 13th, 14th, 15th of the Hijri month.

The day of ‘Aashoora’ which is the tenth of Muharram

Whatever one can during the month of Muharraam.
The best of fasting after Ramadaan is the month of Allaah Muharram

The day of ‘Arafaah, which is the ninth day of Dhu’l-Hijjah
The observance of three days' fast every month and that of Ramadan every
year is equivalent to fasting for the entire year
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6 days in the month of Shawwaal.
Whoever fasts Ramadaan then fasts six days of Shawwaal, it is as if he fasted
for a lifetime

Whatever one can during the month of Sha’baan

Reminders (Tadkirat)

SADAQAH (charity)

Who orders Sadaqah (charity in Allaah’s Cause), or Ma‘roof (Islamic
Monotheism and all the good and righteous deeds which Allaah has
ordained), or conciliation between mankind, We shall give him a great
reward

To judge justly between two persons is regarded as Sadaqa, and to help
a man concerning his riding animal by helping him to ride it or by lifting
his luggage on to it, is also regarded as Sadaqa, and (saying) a good word
is also Sadaqa, and every step taken on one's way to offer the
compulsory prayer (in the mosque) is also Sadaqa and to remove a
harmful thing from the way is also Sadaqa

Allaah multiplies it [sadqah] many times over.
The best is what a person gives at times of hardship, or what he gives in
secret to a poor person

One has two rewards, the reward of upholding the ties of kinship and the
reward of charity spent on one's family

Whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allaah’s cause) He will replace it

No woman fulfils all her duties towards Allaah until she fulfils all her duties
towards her husband [conjugal rights]

In the [halal] intimacy of any one of you there is charity

which charity brings a greater reward? If you give in charity when you are
healthy and miserly

If a man were to give one dirham in charity when he is alive and in good
health, that is better for him than giving one hundred when he is dying
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Being generous (ease things for others)

Intercession

Intercede, and you will be rewarded
Surely, Allaah wrongs not even of the weight of an atom (or a small ant), but
if there is any good (done), He doubles it

Then the Prophets and Angels and the believers will intercede, and (last of
all) the Almighty (Allah) will say, ‘Now remains My Intercession

Allaah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in worship),
but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He wills

Types of intercession
There is no Muslim who dies and forty men who do not associate anything
with Allaah pray the funeral prayer for him, but Allaah will accept their
intercession for him

Intercession for the one who deserves Hell
Intercession for those who have entered Hell
Intercession to raise the believers in status
The dead cannot intercede for us

Deeds given to the ones who passed away
When a person dies, all his deeds come to an end except three: sadaqah
jaariyah (ongoing charity, e.g. a waqf or endowment), beneficial
knowledge (which he has left behind), or a righteous child who will pray
for him

A man’s status will be raised in Paradise by his son’s /daughter's du’aa’s
(prayers) for forgiveness for him

One can give some in charity on his [a dead parent] behalf to expiate for
his/her sins. One can also fast on his/her behalf or perform Hajj on his/her
behalf and fulfill vows and pay off debts on his/her behalf.

Forgiveness, showing mercy

Allaah loves those who are the equitable.

The believers are nothing else than brothers. So make reconciliation
between your brothers, and fear Allaah, that you may receive mercy

Whoever backbites about a man then asks for forgiveness for him, his
backbiting will be forgiven

Concealing one own’s and people’s sins
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All of my ummah will be fine except for those who commit sin openly

Patience (sabr)

Instead of saying: 'If only I had done such-and-such, then such-and-such
would have happened.’ Rather you should say, ‘Qaddara Allaah wa ma sha’a
fa’ala (Allaah decrees, and what He wills He does),’ for (the words) ‘If only’
open the door to the Shaytaan

If Allaah loves a people, He tries them

Indeed amazing are the affairs of a believer! They are all for his benefit; If
he is granted ease of living he is thankful; and this is best for him. And if he
is afflicted with a hardship, he perseveres; and this is best or him

Certainly, We shall test you with fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives and
fruits; but give glad tidings to the patient - those who, when afflicted with
calamity say, "Truly to Allah we belong, and truly to Him shall we return."
it is those who will be awarded blessings and mercy from their Lord; and it
is those who are the guided ones

Sign of Allah’s love

Whenever Allah wills good for a person, He subjects him to adversity"
(Bukharee and others)

Sign of eemaan

The parable of a believer is that of a fresh and moist plant; the wind tilts it
this way and that way; and so is the believer; he continues to be subject to
affliction. And the parable of a hypocrite is that of a firm cedar tree; it does
not shake - until it is uprooted all at once

Sign of righteousness

The most in their suffering among the people are the prophets, then the best,
then the (next) best. One is afflicted in accordance with his deen (faith). If his
deen is firm his affliction is hard, and if his deen is weak, his affliction is
light. Indeed, one would be so much subjected to adversity until he walks
among the people without any sins.

Early punishment

When Allah wills good for a servant of His, He expedites his punishment in
this life; and when He wills retribution for a servant of His, He holds his sins
for Him to judge him by them on the Day of Resurrection
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Multiplication of rewards

The amount of reward is in accordance with the amount of suffering. When
Allah  loves some people, He tries them (with affliction). He who then is
content (with Allah's decree) has achieved the acceptance (of Allah), and he
who is dissatisfied (with Allah's decree) will attain the anger (of Allah)

Rewards for sickness

Expect good because Allah  makes a believers sickness an expiation (for his
sins) and a period of rest

Removal of sins and elevation in ranks

Whenever a Muslim is afflicted by harm from sickness or other matters,
Allah will drop his sins because of that, like a tree drops its leaves

A Muslim is not afflicted by hardship, sickness, sadness, worry, harm, or
depression - even if pricked by a thorn, but Allah expiates his sins because of
that

Whenever a believer is afflicted by a hardship, whether it is a thorn or more,
a sin is taken off from him because of it, and he is elevated by one rank ( in
Jannah)

Retaining rewards for deeds before sickness

For a travelling or sick person, his deeds will be recorded in
accordance with what he used to do when he was resident or well

No (believing) person gets sick, but (his deeds) will be recorded for
him in accordance with what he used to do when he was well

Good speech for everyone
The Muslim does not slander, curse, speak obscenely or speak rudely

Backbiting about a kaafir is haraam if he is a dhimmi [a non-Muslim living
under Islamic rule]
Whoever makes a snide comment to a dhimmi has earned Hell
It is permissible (to backbite about a kaafir) if he is a harbi (one who is at
war with the Muslims)

Generosity

If someone does you a favor then give something in return
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The best among you is the one who pays his debts in the most handsome
manner

Be good to your neighbors (al-jarr)

Neighbors are three [types]: a neighbor with one right - that is the
disbeliever neighbor - they have the rights of neighbors, a neighbor with two
rights - that is the Muslim neighbor - they have the rights of neighbors and
of Islam and a neighbor with three rights - they are the Muslim relatives -
they have the rights of neighbors, of Islam and of family ties

Be good to your two parents, to your relatives, to orphans, to the poor, to the
neighbor who is a relative, to the neighbor who is just near you, to the
companion by proximity, to the traveler and to that which your right hand
possesses. Verily, Allah does not love anyone who is arrogant and boastful

Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day let him not annoy his neighbor

He has not believed whose neighbor is not safe from his treachery

Three issues of characters which were loved in the jahiliya and the Muslims
are more appropriate to them: when a neighbor was in debt or difficulties or
hardship, the neighbors worked together to pay off that debt or to get him
out of that difficulty

Good neighborliness is not just withholding your harm from your neighbors.
Good neighborliness includes being patient with irritations from your
neighbors."

Rights of Muslims

The rights of a Muslim over his fellow Muslim are five: returning greetings,
visiting the sick, attending funerals, accepting invitations, and saying
Yarhamuk Allaah (may Allaah have mercy on you) when he sneezes

Whoever does not accept an invitation has disobeyed Allaah and His
Messenger.”

Repress anger

When you repress anger, he between whom and you there was enmity,
(will become) as though he was a close friend

AAMAl SALIAH (good deeds)
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Good deeds make the face light, give light to the heart, and bring about
ample provision, physical strength and love in people’s hearts

Whatever of evil befalls you, is from yourself

Encouraging good deeds

For those whose Scale (of good deeds) will be heavy, they will be the
successful

For every good deed (hasanah) you will be rewarded tenfold

Seeking knowledge

Knowing Allaah by His Most Beautiful Names increases one’s faith

Knowledge is light that Allaah causes to reach the heart, and sin
extinguishes that light

Whomever Allaah wills good for, He causes him to understand the religion

Allaah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who have
been granted knowledge

Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim

It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves that fear Allaah

They will say: 'Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we would not
have been among the dwellers of the blazing Fire!'

Knowledge is gained by striving for it

Whoever follows a path to seek knowledge, Allaah will make easy for him
the path to Paradise. The angels beat their wings in approval of the seeker of
knowledge and those who are in the heavens and on earth pray for
forgiveness for the scholar, even the fish in the water. The superiority of the
scholar over the worshipper is like the superiority of the moon over all other
heavenly bodies. The scholars are the heirs of the Prophets, for the Prophets
did not leave behind dinars or dirhams, rather they left behind knowledge, so
whoever gains knowledge has gained great good fortune

Jihad (struggling)
Jihad an-nafs (Jihad against one’s self)
Jihad as-Shaytan (Jihad against the devil)
Jihad against the Munaafiqeen (hypocrites) and leaders of oppression
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Whoever dies without having fought or having resolved to fight has died
following one of the branches of hypocrisy

Physical Jihad (fighting in war)

Striving

Strive to do that which will benefit you, and seek the help of Allaah, and do
not feel helpless

The medicine of the heart is five things: reading Qur’aan and pondering the
meaning, having an empty stomach, praying at night (qiyaam al-layl),
beseeching Allaah at the time of suhoor, and keeping company with
righteous people

My slave does not draw near to Me with anything more beloved to Me than
the religious duties I have enjoined upon him, and My slave continues to
draw near to Me with supererogatory works so that I will love him, When I
love him, I am his hearing with which he hears, he seeing with which he sees,
his hand with which he strikes and his foot with which he walks. Were he to
ask [something] of Me, I would surely give it to him, and were he to ask Me
for refuge, I would surely grant him it

Steadfast

People's hearts are between two of the fingers of the Most Merciful and He
turns them as He wills

The two ra’kahs which will expiate for sins
Invitation to Islam (da’wah)

Enjoining Al-Ma‘roof (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one
to do) and forbidding Al-Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam
has forbidden), it is they who are the successful

Man is in loss, except those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do
righteous good deeds, and recommend one another to the truth, and
recommend one another to patience

Warding off doubts

Whosoever puts his trust in Allaah, then He will suffice him

Warding off hardship

Whosoever fears Allaah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make a way for
him to get out (from every difficulty)
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Allaah will grant after hardship, ease

Warding off Al-Fitan (singular, Fitnah = test, trouble)

Some causes for al-fitan
And follow not your desire for it will mislead you from the Path of Allah

Ignorance and discarding knowledge
Following vague and unclear text; discarding the clear and direct ones
So as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation (from the truth) they
follow that which is not entirely clear thereof, seeking Al-Fitnah, and
seeking for its hidden meanings

Exaggerating and exceeding the limits
Beware of exceeding the limits, for this had destroyed those who were before
you. It led them to kill each other and violate each others’ honor

Examples of today’s fitnan
The fitnah of money
The fitnah of women
The fitnah of following the vague and unclear texts
The fitnah od imitating the Kuffar

How to face al-fitan?
Seeking refuge with Allaah
When the one of you finishes the last Tashahhud, then let him seek refuge
with Allah from four: The torment of Hellfire, the torment of the grave, the
Fitnah of living and dying, and from the Fitnah of Al-Masi’h Ad-Dajjal (the
False Messiah)

Holding fast to the Qur’aan and Sunnah
Whoever follows My Guidance shall neither go astray, nor fall into distress
and misery
Therefore, follow my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly-guided Caliphs
after me, hold on to it with your teeth

Seeking beneficial religious knowledge

Staying with the Jama’ah [Muslim community] and following the
leaders and rulers

Fearing Allaah and implementing His commands

Avoid Kufr / be sincere in religion

All that stands between a person and kufr is his not praying
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Follow up a bad deed with a good deed

Protect others’ honor

A conversation in a gathering is a trust. There should be neither harming
nor reciprocating harm by spreading what was said

Fulfil vows

The abraar (pious), they (are those who) fulfil their vows, and they fear a Day
whose evil will be widespreading

Then let them complete the prescribed duties (manaasik of Hajj) for them, and
perform their vow

Do not make vows, for vows do not change qadar (the divine decree) in the
slightest, but they make the stingy person give something up

Backbiting & suspicion

Indeed some suspicions are sins. And spy not, neither backbite one another

Who out of the Muslims is the best? Those whom the other Muslims are safe
from his tongue and hands

Serving others

Each of you is a shepherd and each of you will be questioned [about those
under his care]

There is no person to whom Allaah has given people to take care of, and he
fails to take care of them properly, but he will not smell the fragrance of
Paradise

Your Lord has a right over you, your soul has a right over you and your
wife has a right over you, so give each one his due

A woman serving her husband
A man taking care of his family

Warding off sins

No cheating

Cheating in buying and selling
Woe to Al Mutaffifoon (those who give less in measure and weight)

He who deceives does not belong to me. He is not one of us
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Delaying the repayment of debt by a rich person is an injustice

Cheating in matters of marriage
To pretend to have something that is not possessed or to conceal some
sickness or fault.

Cheating in naseehah (sincere advice)
The believer is the mirror of his brothers, so if he sees some fault in them he
should correct it and he loves for them what one loves for oneself of
goodness and he hates for them what one hates for oneself of disliked things.

Cheating in positions of authority
There is no person whom Allaah has put in a position of authority and he
dies on the day he dies cheating those under his authority, but Allaah will
forbid Paradise for him

How many people have caused misery to their own children, the apples of
their eyes, in this world and in the Hereafter, by neglecting them, not
disciplining them, encouraging them to follow their whims and desires,
thinking that they were honouring them when they were in fact humiliating
them, that they were being merciful to them when in fact they were
wronging them. They have not benefited from having a child, and they have
made the child lose his share in this world and in the Hereafter

Cheating in exams
Whoever cheats us is not one of us. Your Lord is Ever Watchful

Fear innovations (bidah)

Part of a man's being a good Muslim is that he should leave alone that which
does not concern him

Whoever innovates something in this matter of ours [i.e., Islam] that is not a
part of it, will have it rejected and in the Fire

Do not waste time

Everything other than remembering Allah is (considered) wasteful play
except four: a man humoring his wife, a man training his horse, a man
walking between targets (learning archery), and man learning swimming

Practice justice, fairness, and equality

Allaah enjoins Al-‘Adl (i.e. justice)

When you judge between men, you judge with justice
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Is the blind equal to the one who sees? Or darkness equal to light?

Kill not anyone whom Allaah has forbidden, except for a just cause

Give full measure and full weight with justice. We burden not any person, but
that

Whenever you give your word (i.e., judge between men or give evidence, etc.),
say the truth even if a near relative is concerned, and fulfil the Covenant of
Allaah

Be dutiful to your parents. Say not to them a word of disrespect, nor shout
at them, but address them in terms of honour.
And lower unto them the wing of submission and humility through mercy

Give to the kindred his due and to the poor and to the wayfarer. Spend not
wastefully (your wealth) in the manner of a spendthrift

And follow not (O man, i.e., say not, or do not or witness not, etc.) that of
which you have no knowledge. Verily! The hearing, and the sight, and the
heart, of each of those you will be questioned by Allaah.

And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance

Being just with non-Muslims

Allaah does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with those who fought
not against you

If anyone of the Mushrikoon (polytheists, idolaters, pagans, disbelievers in
the Oneness of Allaah) seeks your protection then grant him protection so
that he may hear the Word of Allaah (the Qur’aan) and then escort him to
where he can be secure

And argue not with the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians), unless
it be in (a way) that is better (with good words and in good manner, inviting
them to Islamic Monotheism with His Verses), except with such of them as
do wrong

Being truthful in speech & actions

Speak (always ) the truth.

O you who believe! Be afraid of Allaah, and be with those who are true (in words
and deeds)

A man will keep speaking the truth and striving to speak the truth until he
will be recorded with Allaah as a siddeeq (speaker of the truth). Beware of
telling lies, for lying leads to immorality and immorality leads to Hellfire. A
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man will keep telling lies and striving to tell lies until he is recorded with
Allaah as a liar

Leave that which makes you doubt for that which does not make you doubt,
for truthfulness is certainty and tranquillity, whilst lying is doubt and
confusion

Permissibility of “lying”
He is not a liar who reconciles between people and conveys something good
or says something good

Lying is not permitted except in three cases: a man’s speaking to his wife to
make her happy; lying at times of war; and lying in order to reconcile
between people

Truth in promises and covenants
Muslims are faithfully true to their amaanaat (all the duties which Allaah
has ordained, honesty, moral responsibility and trusts, etc.)

They fulfil their covenant

Respect Islamic celebrations
Repentance

The angel on the left does not write down anything until six hours have
passed after a Muslim does a bad deed. If he regrets it and asks Allaah for
forgiveness, he casts it aside [does not write it down], otherwise he writes
down one (sayi’ah/ bad deed)

When Allah completed the creation, He wrote in His Book which is with
Him on His Throne, "My Mercy overpowers My Anger

Allah is forgiving to him who repents, believes (in My Oneness, and
associates none in worship with Me) and does righteous good deeds, and
then remains constant in doing them (till his death)

Except those who repent and believe (in Islamic Monotheism), and do
righteous deeds; for those, Allaah will change their sins into good deeds, and
Allaah is Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful.

SALAT (prayers)

Whoever hears the call and does not come [to the mosque], there is no
prayer for him, except for one who has an excuse
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The people who will earn the greatest reward for prayer are those who live
farthest away from the mosque, (and the further away you live, the more
reward you will earn)

There are five prayers which Allaah has prescribed for His slave during the
day and night, whoever does them and does not willfully neglect them,
Allaah will be bound to grant him admittance to Paradise

In masjeed (mosque)
At the end of prayer, women should stand up and leave. Men should stay for
a while before leaving

The best of the men’s rows is the first and the worst is the last, and the best
of the women’s rows is the last and the worst in the first

Prostrations: Sujood al-shukr  (gratitude) & sajdat al-tilaawah (reading)

Friday prayer (Jumuah)

Honour this day and single it out for special acts of worship that belong
exclusively to this day.
In Fajr (early morning prayer) on Friday, recite the Soorahs ‘Alif-laam-
meem tanzeel’ (al-Sajdah, no. 32) and ‘Hal ata ‘ala’l-insaan’ (al-Insaan, no.
76)

It is mustahabb (recommended) to send lots of blessings upon the Prophet
(swas) on the day of Friday and the night before

Whoever neglects Jumu’ah prayers out of carelessness, Allaah will place
a seal over his heart. The people of Paradise will be brought closer (to
Allaah) on the Day of Resurrection and they will see Allaah sooner,
commensurate with how close they were to the imam  on the day of
Jumu’ah and how early they came to Jumu’ah prayers.

Do ghusl, wearing perfume (only for men), clean the teeth with the
siwaak (tooth stick), wear your best cloth, perfume the mosque with
incense.

No man takes a bath on Friday and purifies himself as much as he can,
and makes his hair tidy, and puts on perfume, then goes out, and does
not come between two people, then prays as Allaah decrees for him and
listens attentively when the imaam speaks, but he will be forgiven for his
bad deeds between this Friday and the other

Go to the prayers early.

Keeping yourself busy with dhikr (remembering Allaah) and reading
Qur’aan until the imaam comes out to give the khutbah (sermon)
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Listen attentively to the khutbah. If a person fails to do that he is
engaging in idle talk, and whoever does that has not prayed Jumu’ah

Read Soorat al-Kahf (no. 18). Whoever reads Soorat al-Kahf on a Friday,
light will shine for him from beneath his feet to the clouds of the sky,
which will shine on him on the Day of Resurrection, and he will be
forgiven from one Friday to the next

On Friday there is an hour in which no Muslim asks for something
whilst he is standing in prayer, but it will be given to him

Whoever gets it right on Friday, his whole week will be good, and whoever
gets it right in Ramadan, his whole year will be good, and whoever gets it
right on Hajj, his whole life will be good

Nafeel salat (optional prayers)

A house will be built in paradise for every Muslim who offers twelve
Rak’ah of optional salah other than the obligatory salah in day and night, to
seek pleasure of Allah

The two rakaats before dawn (Fajr) prayer are better than the world and
all that it contains

Whoever, observes the practice of offering four rak’ahs before Duhr
prayer and four rak’ahs after it. Allah will shield him against the fire of
hell

Make Witr as your last salah (prayer) at night

If any one of you enters a mosque, he should pray two raka’ats before sitting

Salah al-Istikhara

Whenever a person is confused he should pray istikhaarah as prescribed in
sharee’ah, for the one who prays to Allaah asking Him for that which is best
(istikhaarah) will not have any regrets

Salah al-Kusoof (prauer of the eclipse)

Sujood Ul-Sahw (prostration of forgiveness)

Dhikr (supplication) after salah (prayer)

A person who recites after every salah (prayer) : sub-han- Allah (glory be to
Allah) thirty three times, Al-ham-do Lil-lah (all praise belongs to Allah)
thirty three times and Al-la-ho Akbar (Allah is great) thirthy three times,
and completes the figure of hundred with the recitacion of La ilaha ila Allah
wahdahu lasharikalahu lahu almulku walahu alhamdu wahuwa ala kul shai
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in gadeer ( None has the right to be worshipped but Allah and He has no
partner in Lordship or in the Names and and the Qualities and for Him is
the kingdom and all the praises and thanks are for Him and he is
Omnipotent)  will have his (minor) sins forgiven, although they may be as
much as the foam of the sea

Times for obligatory salat (prayer)

Salaah al-awwaabeen = salaah ad-duhaa

Salaat al-Awwaabeen is otherwise known as Salaat al-Duhaa, and may
consist of 2, 4, 6 or 8 rak’ahs, prayed after the sun has risen and before the
time for Zuhr approaches

Tashahhud (du’aa’ at the end of salah, before closing it)

When any one of you recites the Tashahhud [according to one report: when
any one of you finishes the final Tashuhhud], let him seek refuge with Allaah
from four things, let him say: ‘Allaahumma inni ‘aoodhu bika min ‘adhaab
Jahannam wa min ‘adhaab al-qabri wa min fitnat il-mahyaa wa’l-mamaat wa
min sharri fitnat il-maseekh id-dajjaal (O Allaah, I seek refuge with You from
the punishment of Hell and the punishment of the grave, and from the trials
of life and death and from the worst of the turmoil of the Dajjaal
(antichrist))’

Quiyyam -ul-Layl (night prayer)

The most beloved prayer to Allaah is the prayer of Dawood (peace be upon
him), and the most beloved fasting to Allaah is the fasting of Dawood. He
used to sleep half the night, stand in prayer for one-third of the night, and
sleep for one-sixth, and he used to fast alternate days

Why do the mutahajjadeen (those who pray Tahajjud at night) have the most
beautiful faces? Because they spend time alone with the Most Merciful, so
He adorns them with some of His light

Our Lord descends to the lowest heaven when there is one third of the night
left, and He says, ‘Who will call upon Me, that I may answer? Who will ask
of Me, that I may give to him? Who will seek My forgiveness, that I may
forgive him?’ – until the dawn comes

The best of prayers after the prescribed prayers is prayer in the depths of
the night

The closest that the Lord is to His slave is in the later part of the night

Our Lord admires two men: a man who leaves his mattress and cover, and
slips away from his wife and lover, to go and pray
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Whoever recites ten aayaat in qiyaam will not be recorded as one of the
forgetful. Whoever recites a hundred aayaat in qiyaam will be recorded as
one of the devout [???], and whoever prays a thousand aayaat in qiyaam will
be recorded as one of the muqantareen (those who pile up good deeds)

Going to sleep early
Taking a nap is one of the deeds of good people. It revitalizes the heart and
helps one to pray qiyaam al-layl

Being keen to take a nap or siesta during the day
Eat little
Stop sinning

Standing before Him [Allaah] at night is one of the greatest honors, and the
sinner does not deserve that honor

You should pray qiyaam al-layl, for it is the habit of the righteous people who
came before you, and it will bring you closer to your Lord, expiate for bad
deeds, prevent sin, and expel disease from the body

ADHAB (good manners)

A Believer with good manners and a good moral disposition gets the same reward as he who fasts (permanently) and
spends his nights in prayer

What is forbidden to Muslims

Lower your gaze

Tell the believers to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden things), and
protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts). That is purer for them

Every son of Adam has his share of zinaa decreed for him, and he will
undoubtedly get his share. The eye commits zinaa and its zinaa is looking.
The tongue commits zinaa and its zinaa is speaking; the feet commit zinaa
and their zinaa is walking; the hands commit zinaa and their zinaa is
touching. The heart longs and desires for something and the private parts
confirm that or deny it

Avoid ideal talk

Avoiding music, singing
And of mankind is he who purchases idle talks (i.e. music, singing) to
mislead (men) from the path of Allaah without knowledge, and takes it (the
path of Allaah, or the Verses of the Qur’aan) by way of mockery. For such
there will be a humiliating torment (in the Hellfire)
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 Wasting your (precious) lifetime in pastime and amusements (singing)

An appropriate exception
The exception to the above is the daff – without any rings (i.e., a hand-drum
which looks like a tambourine, but without any rattles) – when used by
women on Eids and at weddings.

Saying salam, returning greetings

What is the best thing in Islam? Feeding others and giving the greeting of
salaam to those whom you know and those whom you do not know

salaam spreads love and brotherhood

You will not enter Paradise until you believe, and you will not believe until
you love one another

Hygiene
Allah loves those who make themselves clean and pure” (Qur’aan 9:108)

Truly, Allah loves those who turn unto Him in repentance and loves those
who purify themselves (by taking a bath and cleaning and washing
thoroughly their private parts, bodies, for their prayers etc.)

Cleanliness is half of faith and Alhamdulillah (Praise be to Allah) fills the
scale

He who performed ablution well, his sins would come out from his body,
even coming out from under his nails

siwak shouldbe used before each prayer

The woman who plucks facial hair and the woman who has this done are
cursed

The best things with which you can change this grey hair are henna and
katam

Trim the moustache and let the beard grow; be different from the
mushrikeen

Wear your white clothes, for they are the best of your clothes, and shroud
your dead in them

The Messenger of Allaah (swas) forbade mafdam. Mafdam is something that
is filled with red safflower dye. Leave this for the women
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Wudoo (ritual ablutions)

There is no Muslim who goes to sleep remembering Allaah and in a state of
purity, and when he turns over he asks Allaah for good in this world and the
next, but it will be given to him

Purify these bodies and Allaah will purify you, for there is no slave who goes
to sleep in a state of purity but an angel spends the night with him, and
every time he turns over, [the angel] says, ‘O Allaah, forgive Your slave, for
he went to bed in a state of purity

Avoid cursing and fool language

Cursing a Muslim is a sin and killing him is kufr.'"

Allah (swas) will hate the disgusting, foul-mouthed person

The one who is ruined among my ummah is the one who comes on the Day of
Resurrection with prayer, fasting and zakat to his credit, but he insulted this
one,
slandered that one, devoured this one's wealth, shed that one's blood, and
beat that one. So some of  his hasanat will be given to this one and some to
that one. . . And if his hasanat run out before all his victims have been
compensated, then some of their sins will be taken and added to his, then he
will be thrown into Hell

Those who curse much will not be witnesses or intercessors on the Day of
Resurrection

Humility

You should be so humble that no one oppresses another or boasts to another

In the Bounty of Allâh, and in His Mercy (i.e. Islâm and the Qur’ân); —
therein let them rejoice.” That is better than what (the wealth) they amass

If your good deeds make you happy and your bad deeds make you sad, then
you are a believer

What do you think if a man does a good deed and the people praise him for
it? That is the portion of the glad tidings for the believer which he is given in
this world

Fear Allaah

Which thing most commonly brings people into Paradise? Fear of Allaah
(taqwa) and a good attitude



23

Actions are but by intentions and every man shall have but that which he
intended

Eat little

If he has to fill his stomach, then let him leave one-third for food, one-third
for drink and one-third for air

Talk to opposite gender behind a screen

For anything you want, ask them from before a screen: that makes for
greater purity for your hearts and for theirs

Lower the gaze

Whoever leaves something for the sake of Allaah then Allaah, the Mighty
and Magnificent, will replace it with something better than it

Whoever opposes his base desires, the Shaytaan shall flee in terror from his
shade

Obey the laws

A man will be fine with regard to his religion so long as he does not shed
blood that it is forbidden to shed

O you who believe! Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger (Muhammad),
and those of you (Muslims) who are in authority

Religion is sincerity

And the (faithful) slaves of the Most Gracious (Allaah) are those who walk
on the earth in humility and sedateness

Fight against evil

Whoever among you sees an evil action, let him change it with his hand [by
taking action]; if he cannot, then with his tongue [by speaking out]; and if he
cannot, then with his heart [by hating it and feeling that it is wrong] – and
that is the weakest of faith

Part of a person’s being a good Muslim is his leaving alone that which does
not concern him

 If you follow the (right) guidance [and enjoin what is right (Islamic
Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and forbid what is wrong
(polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden)] no hurt can come to
you from those who are in error



24

When the people see an oppressor but they do not try to stop him, soon
Allaah will cause all of them to suffer punishment because of him

Beautify, do not feel proud

No one will enter Paradise who has an atom’s-weight of pride in his
heart

Allaah is beautiful and loves beauty. Pride means denying the truth and
looking down on people

Allaah is good and only accepts that which is good.”

Allaah loves to see the effects of His blessing on His slave

Do you have any wealth? Then show the generous blessings that He has
given you

 Allaah does not look at your outward appearance and your wealth, rather
He looks at your hearts and deeds

Gratitude, giving thanks (shukr)

When anything came to the Prophet which caused pleasure (or, by
which he was made glad), he prostrated himself in gratitude to Allah

And He gave you hearing, sight, and hearts that you might give thanks (to
Allâh)

Whoever is content with a little provision from Allaah, Allaah will be
content with a little of righteous deeds from him

Therefore remember Me (by praying, glorifying). I will remember you,
and be grateful to Me (for My countless Favors on you) and never be
ungrateful to Me

Be dutiful to your parents

Who is most deserving of my good companionship?  Your mother

The rights of one Muslim over another are five: returning the greeting of
salaam, saying ‘yarhamuk Allaah”(may Allaah have mercy on you)’
when he sneezes, accepting invitations, visiting the sick and attending
funerals

Jibreel kept on enjoining the good treatment of neighbors to the extent
that I thought that he would include neighbors as heirs

The best of companions with Allaah is the one who is best to his
companion, and the best of neighbours with Him is the one who is best to
his neighbor



25

Worship Allaah and join none with Him (in worship); and do good to
parents, kinsfolk, orphans, Al-Masaakeen (the poor), the neighbor who is
near of kin, the neighbor who is a stranger, the companion by your side

He will not enter Paradise from whose harm his neighbor is not safe

Correct way of joking

You disbelieved after you had believed

Woe to the one who tells lies to make people laugh, woe to him

It is not permissible for a Muslim to frighten another Muslim

Let not a group scoff (showing your contempt by derision ) at another
group, it may be that the latter are better than the former. Nor defame one
another, nor insult one another by nicknames. How bad is it to insult one’s
brother after having Faith

The kind of joking which is forbidden is that which is excessive and
persistent, for it leads to too much laughter and hardening of the heart, it
distracts from remembrance of Allaah, and it often leads to hurt feelings,
generates hatred and causes people to lose respect and dignity

Laughing too much deadens the heart

Backbiting is mentioning about your brother something that he dislikes

The Islamic personality
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Links:

See Hijri calendar and prayers times, at: http://www.solat.net/
Download software to calculate times of prayers, at: http://www.al-sunnah.com/free.htm
Salat reminder online and pager: http://www.jannah.com/prayer/prayer/

For a good base on Qur’aan and ahaadith (resources) www.quraan.com

Islamic manners, Islamic personality:
http://www.sunnahonline.com/ilm/purification/0039.htm

Etiquettes of Social Life: http://www.islaam.org/Etiquettes/Etiqu-1.htm

Adhaab links: http://islamic-world.net/links/islamic_Character_sites.htm

Islamic Laws: http://al-islam1.org/laws/

Good Manners - Muslim Behavior: http://www.total.net/~lgmz/Manners.htm

Translation of Sahih Bukhari, Book 73: Good Manners and Form (Al-Adab):
http://members.tripod.com/jummahcrew/bukhari-adab.html
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Naafilah
 (supererogatory deeds)

“My slave does not draw near to Me with anything more beloved to Me than the religious duties
I have enjoined upon him, and My slave continues to draw near to Me with supererogatory
works so that I will love him, When I love him, I am his hearing with which he hears, he seeing
with which he sees, his hand with which he strikes and his foot with which he walks. Were he to
ask [something] of Me, I would surely give it to him, and were he to ask Me for refuge, I
would surely grant him it.” (Al-Bukhaari, 6502).

If the Muslim does the obligatory acts that Allaah has enjoined upon him, then he strives
to draw closer to Allaah by doing naafil (supererogatory) acts of worship and persists in that as
much as he can, then Allaah will love him and will help him in all that he does or does not do. So
when he hears he will be guided by Allaah with regard to what he hears, and he will not hear
anything but what is good, and he will not accept anything but the truth, and falsehood will be
kept away from him, by the help and support of Allaah. So he will see the truth as truth and
falsehood as falsehood, and when he strikes anything he will strike with power from Allaah, so
his strike will be like a strike from Allaah in support of the truth. And when he walks he will be
walking in obedience to Allaah, seeking knowledge, striving in jihad for the sake of Allaah. To
sum up, all that he does, both inwardly and outwardly, will be guided and supported by Allaah.

Reading & memorizing Qur’aan:

It was narrated in the hadeeth of ‘Abd-Allaah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas (may Allaah be pleased with
them both) that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “It will be said to
the companions of the Qur’aan (i.e., those who read it much), ‘Read and rise in status, recite as
you used to recite in the world, for your status will be commensurate with the last aayah you
read.’”

Abu Umamah Radhiallahu ‘anhu narrated that he heard the Prophet Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam
saying: “ Read the Qur’an (regularly) for it will act as an intercessor for its readers on the
Day of Resurrection.” (Narrated by Muslim).

Uthman Radhiallahu ‘anhu narrated that the Prophet Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam said: “ The
best among you (Muslims) are those who learn the Qur’an and teach it (to others).”
(Narrated by Al-Bukhari).

Abdullah bin Mas’ud Radhiallahu ‘anhu reported that the Prophet Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam
said: “When somebody recites one letter from the Qur’an he will get one good deed in
recompense will be equal to ten good deeds. I do not say that Alif Lam Meem is a letter, but A
is a letter, L is a letter and M is a letter i.e it is equal to three letters.” (Narrated by At-Tirmithi).
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There is nothing to prevent a person from looking at the Qur’aan without reciting it, in
order to ponder its meanings and understand it. But he is not considered to be “reading” Qur’aan
when he does that, and he does not earn the reward for reading it unless he pronounces (the
words of) the Qur’aan, even if those around him do not hear him. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:
“Read the Qur’aan, for it will come on the Day of Resurrection to intercede for its
companions.” (Narrated by Muslim).
What he (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) meant by its companions is those who act
upon it, as stated in other ahaadeeth. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
said: “Whoever reads one letter of the Qur’aan will have one hasanah, and the hasanah will
be rewarded tenfold.” (Narrated by al-Tirmidhi and al-Daarimi with a saheeh isnaad). And one
cannot be counted as reading Qur’aan unless once actually pronounces it.

It is mustahabb to remember Allaah (dhikr) after Fajr, which undoubtedly includes reading
Qur’aan.

On memorizing the Qur’aan, Imaam al-Zuhri said: “You should eat honey because it is good for
the memory.”
He also said: “Whoever wants to memorize ahadeeth should eat raisins.” (From al-Jaami’ by al-
Khateeb, 2/394).
Ibraaheem ibn ? said: “You should chew resin gum, because it gives energy to the heart and gets
rid of forgetfulness.” (From al-Jaami’ by al-Khateeb, 2/397).

Rulings on reading Qur’aan

It is prescribed to seek refuge with Allaah from the accursed Shaytaan before reading, because
Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “So when you want to recite the Qur’aan, seek
refuge with Allaah from Shaytaan (Satan), the outcast (the cursed one)”
(Al-Nahl 16:98)

It is not necessary to cover the parts of the body that you cover in prayer in order to read
Qur’aan.
Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen said in his discussion on sujood al-tilaawah (prostration required when
reading certain aayahs of the Qur’aan): “Sujood al-tilaawah should be done as soon as one reads
it in the Qur’aan, so it is o.k. to do sujood in any condition, even bareheaded etc., because this
prostration does not come under the same rulings as prayer.” (1/249)

It is o.k. to read Qur’aan in all circumstances, standing or sitting, sitting cross-legged or
otherwise, lying down, riding or walking.
‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her) who said: “The Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) used to lie down with his head in my lap when I was menstruating, and he
would recite Qur’aan.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 297; Muslim, 301).
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But, it is not permissible for a Muslim to touch the Qur’aan when he does not have wudoo. The
same applies to moving it from place to place. But if he touches it or moves it with something in
between, such as picking it up in a wrapper, then it is OK.
‘Amr ibn Hazm (may Allaah be pleased with him), stated that the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him) wrote to the people of Yemen: “No one should touch the Qur’aan
except one who is taahir (pure).”

Ahmad narrated with a saheeh isnaad from ‘Ali (may Allaah be pleased with him) that the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) came out from the toilet and recited
something from the Qur’aan. He said, “This is for the one who is not junub; but the one who is
junub should not do this, not even one aayah.”

Du’aa’ (supplication):

Rasulullah (Sallallaahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) said: “The dua’a’ of a Muslim for his brother (in
Islam) in his absence is readily accepted, an angel is appointed to his side, whenever he makes a
beneficial dua for his brother the appointed angel says aameen and may you also be blessed
with the same. (Sahih Muslim)

Rasulullah (Sallallaahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) said: “There is nothing more dear to Allah
Ta’alah than a servant making dua’ to him” (Tirmizi)

Rasulullah (Sallallaahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) said: “The person who does not ask from Allah
Ta’alah, Allah Ta’alah becomes angry with him.” (Tirmizi)

Rasulullah (Sallallaahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) said: “Whosoever desires that Allah Ta’ala answers
his dua’a’s in unfavourable and difficult conditions, he should make plentiful dua in days of ease
and comfort.” (Tirmizi)

Rasulullah (Sallallaahu Alayhi Wa Sallam) said: “Dua is the essence of Ibadah (worship)”
(Tirmizi)

Some saheeh reports from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) describe
du’aa’s that can be recited one hundred times during the day and night, such as that reported by
Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him), who said that the Messenger of Allaah (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever says ‘Laa ilaaha ill-Allaah wahdahu laa
shareeka lah, lahu’l-mulk wa lahu’l-hamd wa huwa ‘ala kulli shay’in Qadeer (There is no god
but Allaah Alone, with no partner or associate; His is the Dominion and His is the Praise, and He
is Able to do all things), one hundred times in a day, it will be equivalent (in reward) to
freeing ten slaves, and a hundred hasanaat (good deeds) will be recorded for him, and one
hundred sayi’aat (bad deeds) will be erased from his record; it will be a protection for him
from the Shaytaan all that day until evening comes, and nobody can do any better than that
except one who does more than that.” (Reported by al-Bukhaari, 3050).
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“Whoever says ‘Subhaan Allaah wa bi hamdih (Glory and praise be to Allaah)’ one hundred
times in a day, his sins will be wiped out even if they are like the foam of the sea.’” (Reported
by al-Bukhaari, 5936).

The aayah “La ilaaha illa anta subhaanaka innee kuntu min al-zaalimeen (None has the
right to be worshipped except You [Allaah]. Glorified (and Exalted) are You. Truly, I
have been of the wrong-doers)” (Soorat al-Anbiyaa’, Soorah 21, aayah 87).

Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said to his Companions: “‘Could any one of you not recite
one third of the Qur’aan in one night?’ They found the idea too difficult, and said, ‘Who
among us could do that, O Messenger of Allaah?’ He said, ‘Allaahu’l-ahad, al- samad [i.e.,
Soorat al-Ikhlaas] is one third of the Qur’aan.’” (Reported by al-Bukhaari, 4628)

‘Aa’ishah reported that when the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) went
to bed, he would cup his hands together, blow into them and recite into them Qul huwa
Allaahu ahad [Soorat al-Ikhlaas], Qul a’oodhu bi Rabbi’l-falaq [Soorat al-Falaq] and
Qul a’oodhu bi Rabbi’l-naas [Soorat al-Naas] (these are the last 3 soorahs of the Qur’aan –
Translator). Then he would wipe as much of his body as he could with his hands, starting
with his head and face, and the front of his body. He would do this three times. (Reported by
al-Bukhaari, 4630)

‘Aa’ishah also reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) sent a
man in charge of a small military campaign, and when he recited Qur’aan whilst leading his
companions in prayer, he would always end with Qul huwa Allaahu ahad. When they came
back, (his companions) mentioned that to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him), who told them to ask him why he did that. So they asked him, and he said, “Because it
is a description of the Most Merciful, and I love to recite it.” The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Tell him that Allaah loves him.” (Reported by al-
Bukhaari, 6827)

‘Abd al-Rahmaan ibn Abzaa reported that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) used to recite Sabbih isma Rabbik al-A’laa (Soorat al-A’laa, #87), Qul
yaa ayyuhaa’l-kaafiroon (Soorat al-Kaafiroon, #109) and Qul huwa Allaahu ahad
(Soorat al-Ikhlaas, #112) in his witr prayer, and when he had finished, he would repeat
Subhaan al-Malik al-Quddoos (Glory be to the King, the Holy) three times, making the last
vowel long on the third recitation. (Al-Nisaa’i, 1721)

‘Uqbah ibn ‘Aamir said: “I met the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) and he said to me, ‘O ‘Uqbah ibn ‘Aamir, shall I not teach you some Soorahs the
like of which have not been revealed in the Tawraat (Torah) or the Zaaboor (Psalms) or the
Injeel (Gospel) or in the Qur’aan? There is no night comes but you should not recite (i.e.,
every night you should recite) Qul huwa Allaahu ahad [Soorat al-Ikhlaas], Qul a’oodhu
bi Rabbi’l-falaq [Soorat al-Falaq] and Qul a’oodhu bi Rabbi’l-naas [Soorat al-Naas].’”
‘Uqbah said: “So every night I would recite them. It became my duty to recite them, because
the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) had commanded me to
do so” (Musnad Ahmad, 16810)



31

Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) heard a
man reciting Qul huwa Allaahu ahad, and said, “It is his right.’ They asked, ‘O Messenger
of Allaah, what is his right?’ He said, ‘Paradise is his right.’ (Reported by Imaam Ahmad,
7669)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever recites Qul huwa
Allaahu ahad ten times, Allaah will build for him a house in Paradise.” (Saheeh al-
Jaami’ al-Sagheer, 6472).

Sa’d said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: ‘The
call of Dhoo’l-Noon [Yoonus/Jonah], which he recited when he was in the belly of the fish,
‘La ilaaha illa anta subhaanaka innee kuntu min al-zaalimeen. There is no Muslim who
recites this in any situation, but Allaah will respond to him.” (Reported by al-Tirmidhi,
3427, and classed as saheeh in Saheeh al-Jaami’, 3383).

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Shall I not tell you of
something which, if some of the misery and distress of this world befalls a man and he recites
it, he will be relieved of his stress. It is the du’aa’ of Dhoo’l-Noon: ‘La ilaaha illa anta
subhaanaka innee kuntu min al-zaalimeen.’” (Reported by al-Haakim; Saheeh al-Jaami’,
2605).

It was not customary for the sahabas to raise their hands and say du’aa’s after praying an
obligatory prayer. It is then considered bid’ah (innovation).
However, reciting du’aa’ without raising one’s hands and without reciting it in unison is fine.
After nafeel prayer, one can raise his hands while making du’aa’s but that should not be done all
the time.

Asking a person to make du’aa’ for you who you think will have his du’aa’s answered, either
because of his righteousness or because he is going to a place where one hopes his du’aa’s will
be answered, such as travelling or going for Hajj or ‘Umrah, etc., is OK in principle.
But if there is the fear that he might become proud or that the one who asks takes the habit of
relying on others for du'aa’, then no, it is not permissible.
Still it is better not to ask at all because it was not the custom of the Sahaabah (may Allaah be
pleased with them) to ask one another to make du’aa’ for one another. They used to ask
Rasulullaah (swas) but Rasulullaah (swas) was a prophet, not an ordinary man.

So, the hands should be raised when making du’aa’, except when the du’aa’ is part of
another act of worship, in which case raising the hands should not be done. Examples of such
acts of worship include salaah (prayer), khutbah (sermon), tawaaf (circumambulation of the
Ka’bah), sa’ee (running between al-Safaa and Marwah), etc. Salaah includes du’aa’ at the
beginning of the prayer, in rukoo’ (bowing), when standing up from rukoo’, in the two
sajdahs (prostrations) and in the sitting between the two prostrations – but whoever raises his
hands in these places is considered to have committed an act of bid’ah (reprehensible
innovation). The same applies to raising the hands when making du’aa’ on the minbar,
except in the case of istisqaa’ (praying for rain). And the same applies when making du’aa’
when doing tawaaf or sa’ee.
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In other cases it is allowed.

It was narrated that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) spoke of a man
who raised his hands to the sky and said, “O Lord, O Lord,” whilst his food was
haraam, his drink was haraam, his clothing was haraam, he had been nourished with
haraam, so how could his du’aa’ be answered?

And the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Allaah feels shy to let
His slave raise his hands to Him and bring them back empty.” – and other ahaadeeth.

With regard to raising the hands after a naafil prayer, if that is not a du’aa’ that is regularly
offered, such as when a man is faced with some emergency, and he calls upon Allaah at that
moment, there is nothing wrong with that. But if he regularly makes du’aa’ and raises his
hands after praying an obligatory prayer, there is no clear daleel to support doing so.
(www.islam-qa.com)

Du’aa’ al-Istiftaah (du’aa’ at the start of prayer)

 One should start the prayer with some of the du’aa’s which are narrated from the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him). There are many of these, the most famous of which is
“Subhaanaka Allaahumma wa bihamdika, wa tabaaraka ismuka wa ta’aala jadduka, wa laa
ilaaha ghayruka (Glory and praise be to You O Allaah, blessed be Your name and exalted be
Your Majesty, and there is no god but You).” The command to do this is proven so we should
adhere to it. Whoever wants to see the other du’aa’s may refer to Sifat al-Salaah, p. 91-95,
Maktabat al-Ma’aarif, Riyadh, edition. [In English, see “The Prophet’s Prayer described” by
Shaykh al-Albaani, al-Haneef Publications, p. 14-19]

Reciting Al-Qunoot when calamity strikes

It is Sunnah to recite Qunoot and pray for the Muslims when any disaster befalls them.
Qunoot should be recited after standing up from rukoo’ and saying “Rabbunaa wa laka’l-hamd
(Our Lord, to You be praise).”
There is no specific du’aa’ to be recited regularly in Qunoot, rather one should recite whatever is
appropriate when disaster strikes

Qunoot al-Witr

Qunoot in Witr is prescribed occasionally.
It should be recited before rukoo’, unlike qunoot recited at times of calamity.
 He should recite the following words:
“Allaahumma ihdini feeman hadayta, wa ‘aafini feeman ‘aafayta, wa tawallani feeman
tawallayta, wa baarik li feema a’tayta, wa qini sharra ma qadayta, fa innaka taqdi wa laa
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yuqdaa ‘alayk, wa innahu laa yadhillu man walayta, wa laa ya’izzu man ‘aadayta, tabaarakta
rabbana wa ta’aalayta, wa laa manjaa minka illa ilayk
(O Allaah, guide me amongst those whom You have guided; pardon me amongst those whom
You have pardoned; turn to me in friendship amongst those to whom You have turned in
friendship; bless me in what You have bestowed; save me from the evil of what You have
decreed; for indeed You decree, and none can influence You; and he is not humiliated whom
You have befriended; nor is he honoured whom You take as Your enemy. Blessed are You, O
Lord, and exalted. There is no place of safety from You except towards You).”

When are our du’aa’ accepted?

Friday’s last hour. “The last hour of Friday – there is no Muslim slave who stands and prays
and calls upon Allaah at that time, but Allaah will grant that to him.” (narrated by al-Bukhaari,
935; Muslim, 852)

Between the adhaan and iqaamah:  As the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
said: “Du’aa’ made between the adhaan and iqaamah will not be refused.” (narrated by al-
Tirmidhi, 212; Abu Dawood, 521; Ahmad, 3/119. al-Tirmidhi said, (it is) a saheeh hasan
hadeeth).

During sujood: The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “With regard to
sujood, offer lots of du’aa’ then, for it is more likely that you will receive a response.” (Narrated
by Muslim, 479).

After the final tashahhud: Du’aa’ are accepted after saying the final tashahhud (la illaaha ilah
llah, in prayer) and before saying the salaam. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) said, “Then let him say whatever du’aa’ he wants.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari and
Muslim).

“When anyone of you makes du’aa’, let him start by glorifying his Lord and praising Him,
then let him send blessings upon the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him),
then let him pray for whatever he wants.’” (This hadeeth was classed as saheeh by al-Albaani
in Saheeh Abi Dawood, 1314).

25 Duas from the Holy Quran

“And when My servants ask thee concerning Me, I am indeed close (to them): I respond to the
dua (prayer) of every suppliant when they calleth on Me” (Quran 2:186)
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Our Lord! Grant us good in this world and good in the life to come and keep us safe from the
torment of the Fire (2:201)

Our Lord! Bestow on us endurance and make our foothold sure and give us help against those
who reject faith. (2:250)

Our Lord! Take us not to task if we forget or fall into error. (2:286)

Our Lord! Lay not upon us such a burden as You did lay upon those before us. (2:286)

.Our Lord! Impose not on us that which we have not the strength to bear, grant us forgiveness
and have mercy on us. You are our Protector. Help us against those who deny the truth. (2:286)

Our Lord! Let not our hearts deviate from the truth after You have guided us, and bestow upon
us mercy from Your grace. Verily You are the Giver of bounties without measure. (3:8)

Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and the lack of moderation in our doings, and make firm our steps
and succour us against those who deny the truth. (3:147)

Our Lord! Whomsoever You shall commit to the Fire, truly You have brought [him] to disgrace,
and never will wrongdoers find any helpers (3:192)
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Our Lord! Behold we have heard a voice calling us unto faith: "Believe in your Lord" and we
have believed. (3:193)

Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and efface our bad deeds and take our souls in the company of the
righteous. (3:193)

Our Lord! And grant us that which you have promised to us by Your messengers and save us
from shame on the Day of Judgement. Verily You never fail to fulfill Your promise. (3:194)

Our Lord! We have sinned against ourselves, and unless You grant us forgiveness and bestow
Your mercy upon us, we shall most certainly be lost! (7:23)

Our Lord! Place us not among the people who have been guilty of evildoing. (7:47)

Our Lord! Lay open the truth between us and our people, for You are the best of all to lay open
the truth. (7:89)

Our Lord! Pour out on us patience and constancy, and make us die as those who have
surrendered themselves unto You. (7:126)
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Our Lord! Make us not a trial for the evildoing folk, and save as by Your mercy from people
who deny the truth (10:85-86)

Our Lord! You truly know all that we may hide [in our hearts] as well as all that we bring into
the open, for nothing whatever, be it on earth or in heaven, remains hidden from Allah (14:38)

Our Lord! Bestow on us mercy from Your presence and dispose of our affairs for us in the right
way. (18:10)

Our Lord! Grant that our spouses and our offspring be a comfort to our eyes, and give us the
grace to lead those who are conscious of You. (25:74)

Our Lord! You embrace all things within Your Grace and Knowledge, forgive those who repent
and follow Your path, and ward off from them the punishment of Hell. (40:7)

Our Lord! Make them enter the Garden of Eden which You have promised to them, and to the
righteous from among their fathers, their wives and their offspring, for verily You are alone the
Almighty and the truly Wise. (40:8)

Our Lord! Relieve us of the torment, for we do really believe. (44:12)
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Our Lord! Forgive us our sins as well as those of our brethren who proceeded us in faith and let
not our hearts entertain any unworthy thoughts or feelings against [any of] those who have
believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full of kindness and Most Merciful (59:10)

Our Lord! In You we have placed our trust, and to You do we turn in repentance, for unto You is
the end of all journeys. (60:4)

Our Lord! Perfect our light for us and forgive us our sins, for verily You have power over all
things. (66:8)

Some Du’aa’s to do with repentance:

“Rabbi’ghfir wa’rham wa anta khayru’l-raahimeen (My Lord! Forgive and show mercy, for You
are the Best of those who show mercy!)” (al-Mu’minoon 23:118 – interpretation of the
meaning).

“Rabbanaa ‘ghfar lanaa dhunoobanaa wa israafanaa fi amrinaa (Our Lord! Forgive us our sins
and transgressions (in keeping our duties to You).” (Aal ‘Imraan 3:147 – interpretation of the
meaning).

Shaddaad ibn Aws (may Allaah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The best prayer for seeking forgiveness is to say:
‘Allaahumma anta rabbi la ilaaha illa anta, Khalaqtani wa ana ‘abduka wa ana ‘ala ‘ahdika wa
wa’dika ma astata’t. A’oodhu bika min sharri ma sana’tu, aboo’u laka bi ni’matika ‘alayya wa
aboo’u laka bi dhanbi, faghfir li fa innahu laa yaghfiru’l-dhunoob illaa anta (O Allaah, You are
my Lord. None has the right to be worshipped but You. You created me and I am Your slave,
and I am faithful to my covenant and my promise (to You) as much as I can. I seek refuge with
You from all the evil I have done. I acknowledge before You all the blessings You have
bestowed upon me, and I confess to You all my sins. So I entreat You to forgive my sins, for
nobody can forgive sins except You).” Whoever says this during the day, having faith in it
and dies before the evening comes, will be among the people of Paradise, and whoever says
it during the night, having faith in it, and dies before the morning comes, will be among the
people of Paradise.” (Reported by al-Bukhaari, 5831).
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Abu Moosa reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) used to recite
the following du’aa’: “Allaahumma’ghfir li khatee’ati wa jahli wa israafi fi amri wa maa anta
a’lam bihi minni. Allaahumma’ghfir li jiddi wa hazli wa khata’i wa ‘amdi wa kullu dhaalika
‘indi. Allaahumma’ghfir li maa qaddamtu wa maa ajjartu wa ma asrartu wa maa a’lamtu wa
maa anta a’lam bihi minni. Anta’l-muqaddim wa anta’l-mu’akhkhir wa anta ‘ala kulli shay’in
qadeer (Allaah, forgive me for my sin. My ignorance and my transgression (in keeping my duty
to You), and whatever You know about me better than I do. O Allaah, forgive me for sins
committed in earnest and in jest, by mistake and deliberately, and I have done all of that. O
Allaah, forgive me for what I have done in the past and what I will do in the future, what I have
done in secret and what I have done openly, and whatever You know about me better than I do.
You are the One Who raises and lowers people’s status, and You are Able to do all things).”
(Reported by al-Bukhaari, 5919, and Muslim, 4896. This version reported by Muslim).

Ibn ‘Umar reported that the people counted for the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) when he recited one hundred times in one gathering: “Raabi’ghfir li wa
tubb ‘alayya innaka anta’l-tawwaab ul-ghafoor (My Lord, forgive me and accept my repentance,
for You are the Acceptor or Repentance, the All-Forgiving).” (Reported by al-Tirmidhi, 3356.
He said, This is a ghareeb saheeh hasan hadeeth).

Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): "And if you punish (your enemy), then punish them
with the like of that with which you were afflicted. But if you endure patiently, verily, it is
better for al-saabireen (the patient ones)." (Al-Nahl 16:126)

If you want to turn enmity into love, then treat people well, as Allaah says (interpretation of the
meaning): "The good deed and the evil deed cannot be equal [there is a huge difference between
the two]. Repel (the evil) with one which is better, then verily! He between whom and you
there was enmity, (will become) as though he was a close friend." (Fussilat 41:34)

'Umar (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: "There is no better punishment for the person who
sinned by being bad to you, than your obeying Allaah by being good to him in return." (Tafseer
Ibn Katheer).

A man came to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and said: "O Messenger
of Allaah, I have relatives with whom I try to keep in touch, but they cut me off; I treat them
well, but they treat me badly; I try to be kind to them, but they are cruel to me." He said: "If you
are as you say, it is as if you are putting hot ashes in their mouths. You will continue to have
support from Allaah against them so long as you continue doing that." (Reported by Muslim, no.
2558)

Allaah tells us (interpetation of the meaning): " … whoever forgives and makes reconciliation,
his reward is due from Allaah…" (al-Shoora 42:40)

Imaam Muslim (may Allaah have mercy on him) reported the story of how ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas
(may Allaah be pleased with him) came to Islam: “…When Allaah put the love of Islam into my
heart, I came to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and said: ‘Stretch forth
your hand so that I may give bay’ah (pledge of allegiance) to you. He stretched forth his hand,
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but I pulled my own hand back. He asked, ‘What is the matter, O ‘Amr?’ I said, ‘There is a
condition.’ He asked, ‘What is the condition?’ I said: ‘That I be forgiven.’ He said: ‘Do you not
know, O ‘Amr, that Islam wipes out whatever came before, hijrah (migration for the sake of
Allah) wipes out whatever came before, and Hajj wipes out whatever came before?’”

Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “Say: ‘O My slaves who have transgressed against
themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allaah, verily
Allaah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. And turn in repentance and
in obedience with true faith to your Lord and submit to Him…” (al-Zumar 39:53-54).

Allaah (interpretation of the meaning): “and My Mercy embraces all things” (Al-A’raaf 7:156)

Saheeh hadeeth qudsi: “Allaah says: “Whoever knows that I am able to forgive all sins, I shall
forgive him, and I shall not mind, so long as he does not associate anything with Me.’”
(Reported by al-Tabaraani in al-Kabeer, and by al-Haakim; Saheeh al-Jaami’, 4330).

Hadeeth qudsi: “ ‘O son of Adam, so long as you call upon Me and put your hope in Me, I
will forgive you for what you have done, and I shall not mind. O son of Adam, if your sins were
to reach the clouds of the sky, and you were to ask me for forgiveness, I will forgive you and I
shall not mind. O son of Adam, if you were to come to Me with sins nearly the size of the earth,
and you were to meet Me not associating anything with Me, then I would bring you forgiveness
nearly the size of (the earth).’” (Reported by al-Tirmidhi; Saheeh al-Jaami’, 4338).

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The one who repents from his sin
is like the one who did not sin in the first place.” (Reported by Ibn Maajah; Saheeh al-Jaami’,
3008).

Abu Sa’eed Sa’d ibn Maalik ibn Sinaan al-Khudri (may Allaah be pleased with him) reported
that the Prophet of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “There was among
the people who came before you a man who killed ninety-nine people. Then he asked about the
most knowledgeable person on earth, and was directed to a hermit, so he went to him, told him
that he had killed ninety-nine people, and asked if he could be forgiven. The hermit said, ‘No,’
so he killed him, thus completing one hundred. Then he asked about the most knowledgeable
person on earth and was directed to a scholar. He told him that he had killed one hundred people,
and asked whether he could be forgiven. The scholar said, ‘Yes, what could possibly come
between you and repentance? Go to such-and-such a town, for in it there are people who worship
Allaah. Go and worship with them, and do not go back to your own town, for it is a bad place.”
So the man set off, but when he was halfway there, the angel of death came to him, and the
angels of mercy and the angels of wrath began to argue over him. The angels of mercy said: ‘He
had repented and was seeking Allaah.’ The angels of wrath said: ‘He never did any good thing.’
An angel in human form came to them, and they asked him to decide the matter. He said:
‘Measure the distance between the two lands (his home town and the town he was headed for),
and whichever of the two he is closest to is the one to which he belongs.’ So they measured the
distance, and found that he was closer to the town for which he had been headed, so the angels of
mercy took him.” (Agreed upon). According to a report in al-Saheeh: “The righteous town was a
hand-span closer, so he was counted as one of its people.” According to another report in al-
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Saheeh: “Allaah commanded (the evil town) to move away, and (the righteous town) to move
closer, and said: ‘Measure the distance between them,’ and they found him to be a hand-span
closer to the righteous town, so he was forgiven.”

‘Urwah ibn al-Zubayr reported that Hakeem ibn Hizaam told him that he said to the Messenger
of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him): “O Messenger of Allaah, do you think
that I will be rewarded for the (good) things like giving charity, freeing slaves and upholding
family ties that I did during the Jaahiliyyah (days of ignorance before Islam)?” The Messenger of
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “You became Muslim because of the
good that you had already done .” (Reported by al-Bukhaari).

Abu Bakrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “I heard the Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) say: ‘There is no man who commits a sin, then gets up,
purifies himself, prays two rak’ahs then asks Allaah to forgive him, but Allaah will forgive
him.’” (Reported by the authors of Sunan; see Saheeh al-Tagheeb wa’l-Tarheeb, 1/284).

Then he recited this aayah (interpretation of the meaning): “And those who, when they have
committed faahishah (illegal sexual intercourse, etc.) or wronged themselves with evil,
remember Allaah and ask forgiveness for their sins; - and none can forgive sins but Allaah – and
do not persist in what (wrong) they have done, while they know.” (Al ‘Imraan 3:135)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The one who does bad deeds
then does good deeds is like a man who wears a tight coat of mail which almost chokes him;
when he does a good deed, it becomes a little looser, and as he does more good deeds it
becomes even looser, until it falls off him and drops to the ground.” (Reported by al-Tabaraani in
al-Kabeer; see also Saheeh al-Jaami’, 2192).

And who despairs of the Mercy of his Lord except those who are astray?” (Al-Hijr 15:56)

“And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad) concerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed
near (to them by My knowledge). I respond to the invocations of the supplicant when he calls
on Me (without any mediator or intercessor)…” (Al-Baqarah 2:186)

The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him): “Whoever has done
wrong to his brother, whether it be the matter of honour or of money, let him put it right today,
before he is overtaken by a Day on which there will be no dinar or dirham, but any good deeds
he has to his credit may be taken and given in compensation to the one he has wronged, and if he
has no good deeds to his credit, his victim’s sins may be taken and added to his own burden
instead.” (Reported by al-Bukhaari).

Allaah said: “O My slaves, you err night and day, but I forgive all sins, so ask Me for
forgiveness and I will forgive you.” (Reported by Muslim).

“Allaah is more compassionate towards His slaves than this mother towards her child.”
(Reported by Muslim).
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Du’aa’s to ward off the Shaytan
The Shaytaan flees from you:

1. When you say: La ilaha illAllaah - wahdahu laa shareeka lahu - lahul-mulku wa lahul-
hamdu - wa huwa 'ala kulli shay'in qadeer. [There is none worthy of worship except Allah
alone. He has no partners. To Him belongs the Dominion, to Him belongs all praise and He is
capable over all things] a hundred times a day.

2. Recitation of Ayaat ul-Kursi when you go to bed.

3. When you spit on your left three times and seek refuge in Allaah from the evil of what you
see in a dream. Abu Salamah bin 'Abdur-Rahman said: "I heard Abu Qataadah ibn Rab'iyy
say: "I heard Allaah's Messenger (saw) say, "The good dream is from Allaah and the bad
dream is from Shaytaan. When one of you sees what he dislikes, let him spit on his left three
times when he awakens and let him seek refuge in Allaah from its evil and then it will not
harm him"".

4. Upon saying, when leaving the house "Bismillah tawakaltu 'ala Allah, la hawla wa la
quwata illaa bilLah" [In the Name of Allah, I place my trust upon Alaah, There is no power
nor movement except by Allaah]. Anas (ra) reports that Allaah's Messenger (saw) said,
"Whoever says (when he leaves his house): "In the Name of Allah, I place my trust upon
Alaah, There is no power nor movement except by Allaah" it is said to him: "You have been
sufficed, you have been protected and you have been guided". Then one of the devils turns to
another and says, "How can you get to a man who has been sufficed, protected and guided".

5. Remembering Allaah the Sublime and Exalted when entering the house and before eating.
Jaabir (ra) said: "I heard the Prophet (saw) say: "When a man enters his house and
remembers Allaah the Exalted upon entering and before eating, Shaytaan says: "There is no
place for you to spend the night and there is no supper for you." When he enters the house
and does not remember Allaah, Shaytaan says: "You have found a place to spend the night"
and when he does not remember Allaah upon eating his food, Shaytaan says: "You have
found a place to stay and some supper"". (Muslim)

6. Saying "A'oodhu bilLahil-'adheem wa bi wajhil-kareemi wa bi sultaanihil-qadeemi min
ash-Shaytaani-rajeem" [I seek refuge with Allaah the Mighty, with His Noble Face and with
His Eternal Authority from Shaytaan, the Accursed] when entering the mosque. 'Abdullah
ibn 'Umar (ra) said, "When the Prophet (saw) used to enter the mosque he woul say, "I seek
refuge with Allaah the Mighty, with His Noble Face and with His Eternal Authority from
Shaytaan, the Accursed". He then said, "When (a man) says this, Shaytaan says: "He has
been protected from me for the whole day"". (Abu Dawud, al-Albaani declared it saheeh in
Saheeh Abu Dawood, no. 458, and an-Nawawee and Ibn Hajr declared it hasan)

7. Upon pronouncing the adhaan. This is due to what has been reported from Abu Hurayrah
(ra) that Allaah's Messenger (saw) said, "When the call to prayer is made, Shaytaan flees on
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his heels and passes wind with noise during his flight so that he does not hear the adhaan.
When the adhaan is completed he comes back. When the iqaamah is pronounced he takes to
his heels again until it is completed. Then he returns again and whispers into the heart of the
person and says to him: "Remember this and remember that". So the person remembers those
things which were not in his mind before the prayer began and as a result, he forgets how
much he has prayed". (al-Bukhaari, Muslim). Pronouncing the adhaan can be done at any
time to repel Shaytaan. This is due to what has been reported by Muslim from Abu Saheel
bin Abu Saalih who said: "My father sent me to Bani Harithah and there was a young boy
with me. Someone called him by his name from a wall, so he went to have a look at the wall
but did not see anything. I mentioned that to my father and he said: "If I had known that you
would encounter this I would not have sent you. However, when you hear a voice then make
the call for prayer since I heard Abu Hurayrah (ra) saying the Prophet (saw) said, "When the
call for prayer is made, Shaytaan flees"

8. When “hearing” wawas (evil whispers): "And when an incitement to evil comes to you from
Shaytaan, seek refuge in Allaah. He is the All Hearing, the All Knowing". (41:36)

9. When you say "A'oodhu billah minka, al'anuka bi l'anatillaah" [I seek refuge in Allah
from you, I curse you with the curse of Allah] three times during the prayer. Abu Dardaa' (ra)
reports that "Allaah's Messenger (saw) stood for prayer and we heard him saying, "I seek
refuge in Allaah from you". Then he said, "I curse you with the curse of Allaah" three times.
At the same time, he was stretching out his hand, trying to grab hold of something. When he
finished his prayer we said to him: "O Messenger of Allaah! We heard you say something in
the prayer which we have never heard from you before and we saw you stretching out your
hand". He said, "That was the enemy of Allaah, Iblees. He came with a flame of fire and tried
to throw it in my face. I said, "I seek refuge in Allah from you" three times and then (I said),
"I curse you with the curse of Allaah" three times and he did not hesitate. Then I desired to
capture him. By Allaah! If it had not been for the supplication of our brother (the Prophet)
Sulaymaan, he would have been tied up and the children of Madinah would have played
about with him"". (Muslim). In another hadeeth from 'Uthmaan bin Abul-Aas (ra) who said,
"I said, "O Messenger of Allaah! Shaytaan comes in between me and my prayer and my
recitation, confusing me." He said, "That is a Shaytaan called Khunzub. When you feel his
presence, seek refuge in Allaah from him and spit on your left three times." I did as he said
and Allaah took that (distraction) away from me." (Muslim)

10. When having doubts, say: "huwal-awwalu wal-aakhiru wadh-dhaahiru wal-baatinu wa
huwa bi kulli shay'in 'aleem" [He is the First and the Last, the Outermost and the Innermost,
and He has Knowledge of every single thing.] Abu Zameel (ra) said, "I said to Ibn 'Abbas
(ra), "What is this thing which I find in my soul?" - meaning doubt. He said, "When you find
something like that in your soul, then say, "He (Allaah) is the First and the Last, the
Outermost and the Innermost and He has knowledge of every single thing."" (Abu Dawood,
al-Albaani declared it hasan in al-Kalim ut-Tayyib no.135)
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11. When a calamity befalls you and you say "QadrAllahu wa ma sha' Allaahu fa'ala" [Allah
has decreed (this) and He does whatever He wills]. Abu Hurayrah (ra) reports that Allaah's
Messenger (saw) said, "The strong believer is more loved by Allaah than the weak believer,
but in both there is good. Be zealous for what will benefit you. Seek help from Allaah the
Mighty and Majestic and do not become incapacitated. If something afflicts you, do not say:
"If only I had done such and such" but say, "Allaah has decreed (this) and He does whatever
He wills". Indeed saying "if.." opens up the doorway of Shaytaan's handiwork." (Muslim)

12. During intercourse, you say "Bismillah, Allahumma janibna ash-Shaytaan wa janibish-
Shaytaana maa razaqtna" {in the Name of Allaah, O Allaah! Make us distant from Shaytaan
and make Shaytaan distant from what you bestow upon us). Ibn 'Abbaas (ra) reports that the
Prophet (saw) said, "If one of you says, when approaching his wife (for intercourse): "In the
Name of Allaah. O Allaah! Make us distant from Shaytaan and make Shaytaan distant from
what you bestow upon us" and offspring is decreed for you, Shaytaan will never be able to
harm it (i.e. the offspring)". (al-Bukhaari, Muslim)

13. When you say in a state of anger "A'oodhu bilLaahi min ash-Shaytaan ir-Rajeem" {I seek
refuge with Allaah from Shaytaan the Accursed]. Sulaymaan bin Sard (ra) said, "I was sitting
with Allaah's Messenger (saw) and two men were abusing each other. The face of one of
them had become red (out of anger) and his veins had become inflated. Allaah's Messenger
(saw) said, "I know a word which, if he was to say, his anger would leave him. If he said: "I
seek refuge in Allaah from Shaytaan the Accursed", his anger would leave him"" (al-
Bukhaari, Muslim)

14. Upon saying "bismillah" [in the Name of Allah] Abul-Maleeh (ra) reports that a man said, "I
was behind the Messenger (saw) and his riding animal stumbled. I said, "May Shaytaan
perish", and he said, "Do not say, "May Shaytaan perish". If you say that he will grow in size
until he becomes the size of a house and says, "By my strength". Instead say, "In the Name of
Allaah". When you say that, he reduces in size until he is like a fly." (Abu Dawood, saheeh
isnad)

15. When you supplicate for blessings for something which wins your admiration. Allaah's
Messenger (saw) said, "When one of you sees something in his self or in his possessions
which amazes him (or wins his admiration) he should invoke blessings upon it as the (evil)
eye is indeed true and real"

16. When you recite the M'uwadhdhataan [Surah al-Falaq and Surah an-Naaz]. Abu Sa'eed (ra)
said, "Allaah's Messenger (saw) used to seek refuge from the jinn and from the effects of the
(evil) of men until the m'uwwadhdhataan were revealed. When they were revealed he clung
to them and abandoned what was besides them." (at-Tirmidhi, hasan; an-Nasa'ee and Ibn
Maajah - saheeh)
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17. When you make the prostration of recitation. Allaah's Messenger (saw) said, "When you read
a verse of prostration then prostrate, Shaytaan departs crying and says: "Woe be to him. He
was ordered with prostration and he prostrated - so for him is Paradise. I was ordered with
prostration and I refused - so for me is the Fire." (Muslim, Ahmad and Ibn Maajah)

18. When you recite Surah al-Baqarah. Abu Hurayrah (ra) reports that Allaah's Messenger (saw)
said, "Do not turn your houses into graves. Indeed Shaytaan flees from a house in which
Surah al-Baqarah is recited." (Muslim)

19. When reciting the Qur'aan. The Messenger of Allaah (saw) went out one night and passed by
Abu Bakr (ra) who was praying with a lowered voice. Then he passed by 'Umar ibn al-
Khattaab (ra) who was praying with a raised voice When they came together with the
Prophet (saw), he said, "O Abu Bakr! I passed by you while you were praying with a lowered
voice." Abu Bakr (ra) said, "I made the one with whom I was conversing with (i.e Allaah)
hear it, O Messenger of Allaah." He then said to 'Umar (ra), "I passed by you while you were
praying with a raised voice". 'Umar (ra) said, "O Messenger of Allaah! I was incitng those
who were asleep and driving away the Shaytaan." The Prophet (saw) then said, "O Abu
Bakr! Raise your voice somewhat" and he said to 'Umar, "lower your voice somewhat". (Abu
Dawood, al Haakim, who declared it saheeh as did adh-Dhahabi)

20. When you move the finger during the prayer. It is established that Allaah's Messenger (saw)
used to move his finger, supplicating with it (Abu Dawood, an-Nasaa'i, Ibn al_Jaarud in al-
Muntaqa and others) and the Messenger of Allaah said, "It is more powerful against the
Shaytaan than iron" - meaning the forefinger. (Ahmad and others). Imaam Ahmad was
asked, "Should a man point with his finger in the prayer?" He replied, "Yes, vigorously". (Ibn
Haani mentioned it in Masaa'il of Imaam Ahmad).

(Taken from: http://www.islamworld.net/shaytan_flees.html)

Ask from Allaah

“And your Lord said: ‘Invoke Me  [i.e. believe in My Oneness (Islamic Monotheism) and ask
Me for anything] I will respond to your (invocation)” (Ghaafir 40:60 – interpretation of the
meaning)

“Whoever does not ask from Allaah, He become angry at him.”
(Translator's Note: An authentic hadeeth reported by Ibn Maajah, At-Tirmdhee, Al-Haakim and
others)

Allaah describes the believers as saying (interpretation of the meaning):
“ ‘Our Lord! Punish us not if we forget or fall into error’” (al-Baqarah 2:286)
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According to a report narrated by Muslim from the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah (125), Allaah said.
“Yes”; according to another report from the hadeeth of Ibn ‘Abbaas (126), Allaah said, “I have
done that” (i.e., responded to the prayer uttered in this aayah).

“Allaahumma rahmataka arju fa la takilni ila nafsi tarfata ‘aynin wa aslih li sha’ni kullahu, laa
ilaaha illa anta (O Allaah, for Your mercy I hope, so do not abandon me to myself even for a
moment. And correct all my affairs. There is no god but You).” (Narrated by Abu Dawood with
a saheeh isnaad, no. 5090; classed as hasan by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Kalim al-Tayyib, p. 49).

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: "If anyone continually asks pardon, God
will appoint for him a way out of every distress, and a relief from every anxiety, and will
provide for him from where he did not reckon." (Abu Dawood, Hadith 599)

Aayat al-Kursiy ( verse from the Qur’aan, Al-Baqarah 2:255)

"Allah! None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One Who
sustains and protects all that exists. Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. To
Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth. Who is he
that can intercede with Him except with His permission? He know what happens
to them (His creatures) in this world, and what will happen to them in the
Hereafter. and they will never compass anything of His Knowledge except that
which He wills. His Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth, and He feels no
fatigue in guarding and preserving them. And He is the Most High, the Most
Great."
Surah Al-Baqarah Ayat Al-Kursi (2:255)
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???????? ?? ???????? ??

It was narrated from ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Ubayy ibn Ka’b that his father told him that he had a
vessel in which he kept dates. “He used to check on it and found that the number was decreasing.
So he kept guard on it one night and saw a beast that looked like an adolescent boy. He said: “I
greeted him with salaams and he returned my greeting, then I asked him, ‘What are you, a jinn
or a human?’ He said, ‘A jinn.’ I said to him, ‘Show me your hand.’ So he showed me his hand,
and it looked like a dog’s paw with dog’s fur. I said, ‘Do all the jinn look like this?’ He said, ‘I
know no one among the jinn who is stronger than I.’ I said, ‘What made you do what you did
[i.e., taking the dates]?’ He said, ‘We heard that you are a man who loves charity, and we wanted
to have some of your food.’” Ubayy asked him, “What will protect us from you (jinns)?” He
said, “This aayah, Aayat al-Kursiy.” Then the next day he [Ubayy] went to the Prophet (peace
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and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and told him (about what had happened) and he said, ‘The
evil one spoke the truth.’”

Imaam Ahmad narrated: Muhammad ibn Ja’far told us, ‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Itaab told us, he said: “I
heard Abu’l-Sulayl saying: a man from among the companions of the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) addressed the people until a large number had gathered around
him, then he climbed onto the roof of a house and addressed the people, saying: The Messenger
of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, ‘Which aayah of the Qur’aan is
the greatest?’ A man said, ‘ “Allaah! Laa ilaaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped
but He), the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists…” [al-Baqarah 2:255
– Aayat al-Kursi].’ He said: he put his hand between my shoulders and I felt coolness in the
centre of my chest, or he put his hand on the centre of my chest and I felt coolness between my
shoulders, and he said, ‘Congratulations on your knowledge, O Abu’l-Mundhir.’”

“I said, ‘O Messenger of Allaah, what is the greatest thing that has been revealed to you?’ He
said, ‘Aayat al-Kursiy, “Allaah! Laa ilaaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but
He), the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists…” [al-Baraqah 2:255].’”
(Narrated by al-Nasaa’i).

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “‘O Abu Hurayrah, what did your
prisoner do last night?’ I said, ‘O Messenger of Allaah, he complained of being in great need and
having children to look after, so I took pity on him and let him go.’ He said, ‘But he was lying,
and he will be back.’ So I lay in wait for him on the third night, and he came and started taking
some of the food. I grabbed hold of him and said, ‘I am going to take you to the Messenger of
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)! This is the third and last time. You said that
you would not come back, then you did come back.’ He said, ‘Let me go, and I will teach you
some words by which Allaah will benefit you.’ I said, ‘What are they?” He said, ‘When you lie
down in your bed, recite Aayat al-Kursiy, “Allaah! Laa ilaaha illa Huwa (none has the right
to be worshipped but He), the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists…”
[al-Baraqah 2:255]  until the end of the aayah, then you will have a protector from Allaah
and no shaytaan (devil) will come near you until morning comes.’ Then I let him go.”

It was narrated from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) said: “In Soorat al-Baqaraah there is an aayah which is the best of all the aayahs
of the Qur’aan. It is never recited in a house but the Shaytaan leaves: Aayat al-Kursiy.”
(Narrated via another isnaad, from Zaa’idah from Hakeem ibn Jubayr).

It was narrated that Abu Umaamah said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: ‘Whoever recites Aayat al-Kursiy immediately after each
prescribed prayer, there will be nothing standing between him and his entering Paradise
except death.’ (Narrated by al-Nasaa’i in al-Yawm wa’l-Laylah, from al-Hasan ibn Bishr. It was
also narrated by Ibn Hibbaan in his Saheeh from Muhammad ibn Humayr, who is al-Homsi, and
is also one of the men of al-Bukhaari. The isnaad meets the conditions of al-Bukhaari).
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Hadeeth  reported by Abu Umaamah. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
said: “Whoever recites Aayat al-Kursiy after every prescribed prayer is not prevented from
entering Paradise by anything except death”?

Dhikr (remembrance):

“Verily, in the remembrance of Allaah do hearts find rest.” (al-Ra’d 13:28)

The Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon him) narrated: "God says: 'I am to my
servant as he expects of Me, I am with him when he remembers Me. If he remembers Me in his
heart, I remember him to Myself, and if he remembers me in an assembly, I mention him in
an assembly better than his...and if he comes to me walking, I rush to him at [great]
speed.'"
(Fiqh-us-Sunnah, Volume 4, Number 99)

“The good righteous deeds that will last" is a general phrase which includes the five daily
prayers and the five phrases below:
"Subhaan-Allaah wa'l-hamdu Lillaah wa laa ilaaha ill-Allaah, wa Allaahu akbar, wa laa
hawla wa laa quwwata illa Billaah il'Ali il-'Azeem (Glory be to Allaah, praise be to Allaah,
there is no god but Allaah, Allaah is most great and there is no power and no strength except in
Allaah, the Exalted, the Almighty)".(Marfoo' ahaadeeth narrated from Abu Sa'eed al-Khudri,
Abu'l-Darda', Abu Hurayrah, al-Nu'maan ibn Basheer and 'Aa'ishah (may Allaah be pleased with
them)).

Abu Huraira (Radhiallahu ‘anhu) narrated that Allah’s Messenger (Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam)
said: “Who-ever says ‘Subhan Allahi wa bihamdi hi, one hundred time a day, will be forgiven
all his sins even if they were as much as the foam of the sea.” (Narrated by Al-Bukhari and
Muslim).

Abu Musa (Radhiallahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Prophet (Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam) said :
“The similitude of the one who remembers (glorifies the praises of) his Lord (Allah) in
comparison to the one who does not remember (glorify the praises of) his Lord, is like that
of a living and the dead.” (Narrated by Al-Bukhari).

Al-Tirmidhi narrated that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:
“Whoever prays Fajr in jamaa’ah, then sits and remembers Allaah until the sun comes up,
then prays two rak’ahs, will have a reward like that of Hajj and ‘Umrah.” He said: the
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “Complete, complete,
complete.” (al-Jumu’ah 535; classed as hasan by al-Albaani in Saheeh Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 480)

Constantly remembering Allaah (dhikr) is the best thing with which a person may occupy
himself. Abu Hurayrah reported: “ ‘The mufridoon have gone ahead.’ They said, ‘O Messenger
of Allaah, who are the mufridoon? (small number of people who have won something)’ He
said, ‘Those men and women who remember Allaah much.’” And Abu Dawood narrated from
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Abu’l-Dardaa’ (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) said: “Shall I not tell you of the best of your deeds and that which is most pure
in the sight of your Lord, that which raises you more in status and is better for you than
giving gold and silver (in charity), and better than your meeting your enemy and striking
their necks and they strike your necks?’ They said, ‘Yes, O Messenger of Allaah.’ He said,
‘Remembering Allaah (dhikr).’” (Narrated by Muslim).

Abu Hurayrah said: "The Messenger of Allaah (Peace & Blessings of Allaah be upon Him) said:
‘Allah, be He be blessed and exalted, has angels who travel the highways seeking out the
people of dhikr. When they find people remembering Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, they call
out to one another, "Come to what you hunger for!" and they enfold them with their wings,
stretching up to the lowest heaven. Their Lord asked then, and He knows better than them,
"What are My slaves saying?" They say: "They are glorifying, magnifying, praising and
extolling You." He asks, "Have they seen Me?" They say, "No, by Allaah, they have not seen
You." He asks, "And how would it be if they saw Me?" They say, "They would be even more
fervent and devoted in their praise and worship." He asks, "What are they asking me for?" They
say, "They ask You for Paradise." He asks, "And have they seen it?" They say, "No, by Allaah,
O Lord, they have not seen it." He asks, "And how would it be if they saw it?" They say: "They
would be even more eager for it and they would beseech You even more earnestly." He asks,
"And what do they seek My protection from?" They say, "From the Fire of Hell." He asks, "Have
they seen it?" They say, "No, by Allaah, they have not seen it." He asks, "And how would it be if
they saw it?" They say: "They would be even more afraid and anxious to escape it." Allah says:
"You are My witnesses that I have forgiven them." One of the angels says: "So-and-so is not
really one of them; he came (to the gathering) for some other reason." Allah says, "They were
all in the gathering, and one of them will not be excluded (from forgiveness)."’" (Reported
by al-Bukhaari, al-Fath, no. 6408).

Frequently remembering Allaah, may He be glorified, by reciting dhikr, tasbeeh (saying
‘Subhan Allaah’), tahmeed (‘Al-hamdu Lillaah’), tahleel (‘Laa ilaaha ill-Allaah’) and
takbeer (‘Allaahu akbar’), etc. Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “…And remember
your Lord when you forget…” (Al-Kahf 18:24)

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “Allaah says (interpretation of the
meaning):
“And glorify the Praises of your Lord, before the rising of the sun and before (its) setting”
(Qaaf 50:39)
“And glorify the praises of your Lord in the ‘Ashi (i.e. the time period after the midnoon till
sunset) and in the Ibkaar (i.e. the time period from early morning or sunrise till before
midnoon)’ (Ghaafir 40:55)
Ibkaar means the first part of the day, and ‘ashiy means the latter part. So the time for these
dhikrs is after Fajr and after ‘Asr.

Muslim reported in his Saheeh (no. 747) that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him) said: “Whoever sleeps without doing his regular dhikr or part of it, then recites it
during the time between Fajr prayer and Zuhr prayer, it will be recorded as if he had
recited it at night.”
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In Sharh Muslim (6/27), al-Nawawi said:
“This indicates that it is mustahabb (liked, preferred), to recite awraad (dhikr, supplications)
regularly, and that if one misses it, one can make it up later.”

He (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “No people sit in a gathering in which
they do not remember Allaah or send blessings upon their Prophet, but they will regret it,
if He wills He will punish them and if He wills He will forgive them.” (Narrated by al-Tirmidhi,
3302; he said, this is a saheeh hasan hadeeth. It was also classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in
Saheeh al-Tirmidhi, 3/140)

Excellence of Remembrance

Allâh, the Most High, said:"Therefore remember Me, I will remember you and be grateful to
Me, and reject not faith." (Qur'ân 2:152)

"And for men and women who engage much in Allâh's remembrance, for them has Allâh
prepared forgiveness and great reward." (Qur'ân 33:35)

The Prophet (swas) said: "The comparison of the one who remembers Allâh and the one who
does not remember Allâh, is like of the living and the dead." (Al-Bukhârî with Al-Fath
11/208)
He (swas) also said: "Should I not inform you of the best of deeds, and the most sanctifying of
deeds before your Lord, which does more to raise your positions (with Him), and are better
for you than the disbursement of gold and money, or battle with the enemy?" They (the
companions) said: "Indeed! Inform us." He (s) then said: "Remembrance of Allâh, the Most
High." (At-Tirmidhî 5/459 and Ibn Mâjah 2/1245)

On the authority of 'Abdullâh ibn Bust (ra): A man said to the Prophet (swas): "O Messenger of
Allâh. The rites of Islâm are much for me, so tell me of something that I might hold fast to."
He (swas) said: "Let not your tongue cease from the remembrance of Allâh." (At-Tirmidhî
5/458 and Ibn Mâjah 2/1246)

The Prophet (swas) also said, "Whoever recites a letter of Allâh's Book has for it, a merit
and ten more like it, not say that alif-laam-meem are one letter but rather alif is a letter, laam is
a letter and meem is a letter." (At-Tirmidhî 5/175)

He (swas) also said: "Are there any fo you who would wish to go every day to Buthaan or Al-
'Aqeeq (i.e. the name of two ditches in Madeenah) in the early morning and return from it with
two she-camels without incurring any sin or severing relations?" We (the companions) said: "We
should indeed love that, O Messenger of Allâh." He (swas) said: "Then you should go to the
mosque and acquire some knowledge, or recite two verses from the Book of Allâh, that
would be better for you than two she-camels, and three verses are better than three she-
camels, and four verses are better than four she-camels, and the same for a like number of
male camels." (Muslim 1/553)
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The Prophet (swas) also said: "Whoever takes a seat and fails to remember Allâh, has
incurred upon himself a loss from Allâh, and whoever lies dows (relaxes) and fails to
remember Allâh, has incurred upon himself a loss from Allâh." (Abû Dâwûd 4/364 and
others)

He (swas) also said: "Whenever a people sit in a gathering in which they fail to remember
Allâh and send prayers upon the Prophet they incur a loss upon themselves and if Allâh
willed He would punish them and if He willed He would forgive them." (At-Tirmidhee)

Similarly, he (swas) said, "Whenever a people rise from a gathering in which they failed to
remember Allâh, they rise as if they had arisen from the corpse of an ass and incurring
upon themselves grief." (Abû Dâwûd 4/264 and Ahmad 2/389)

Saying Bismillah & Insha Allaah & recite the names of Allah

Bismillaah

When one says “Bismillaah” when starting to do anything, what that means is, “I start this action
accompanied by the name of Allaah or seeking help through the name of Allaah, seeking
blessing thereby. Allaah is God, the beloved and worshipped, to Whom hearts turn in love,
veneration and obedience (worship). He is al-Rahmaan (the Most Gracious) Whose attribute is
vast mercy; and al-Raheem (the Most Merciful) Who causes that mercy to reach His creation.

Insha Allah

“The best among them said: “Did I not tell you: why say you not: Inshâ’ Allâh (If Allâh wills).”
They said: “Glory to our Lord! Verily, we have been zâlimûn (wrongdoers)” (Al-Qalam: 68-28-
29)

The Names of Allaah

It was narrated in a marfoo’ report that Abu Umaamah said: “The greatest name of Allaah, which
if He is called by it, He responds, is in three (soorahs): Soorat al-Baqarah, Aal ‘Imraan and Ta-
Ha.”
     Hishaam, i.e., Ibn ‘Ammaar, the khateeb of Damascus, said: “In al-Baqarah, it is ‘Allaah! Laa
ilaaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but He), the Ever Living, the One Who
sustains and protects all that exist’ (Al-Baraqah 2:255)
     In Aal ‘Imraan it is ‘Alif-Laam-Meem. [These letters are one of the miracles of the Qur’aan,
and none but Allaah (Alone) knows their meanings.] Allaah! Laa ilaaha illa Huwa (none has the
right to be worshipped but He), Al-Hayyul-Qayyoom (the Ever Living, the One Who sustains
and protects all that exists)’(Al ‘Imraan3:1-2)
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     And in Ta-Ha it is ‘And (all) faces shall be humbled before (Allaah), Al-Hayyul-Qayyoom
(the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that exists)’  (Ta-Ha 20:111).”

     Firstly, the names of Allaah are not limited to any specific number. We know some of
them and do not know others, as is indicated by the hadeeth of ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Mas’ood
(may Allaah be pleased with him), who said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him) said: ‘There is no one among you who, when he is stricken with
distress and grief, says, “Allaahumma inni ‘abduka wabnu ‘abdika wabnu amatika naasiyati
bi yadika maadin fiyya hukmuka, ‘adlun fiyya qadaa’uka. As’aluka bi kull ismin huwa laka
sammayti bihi nafsaka aw allamtahu ahadan min khalqika aw anzaltahu fi kitaabika aw
asta’tharta bihi fi ‘ilm il-ghayb ‘indaka an taj’al al-Qur’aana rabee’a qalbi wa noora sadri
wa jilaa’a huzni wa dhahaaba hammi [O Allaah, I am Your slave, son of Your slave and son
of Your maidservant, my forelock is in Your hand. Your command over me is forever
executed and Your decree over me is just. I ask You by every name belonging to You which
You named Yourself with, or You taught to any of Your creation, or revealed in Your Book,
or You have preserved in the knowledge of the Unseen with You, that You nmake the
Qur’aan the life of my heart and the light of my breast, and a departure for my sorrow and a
release for my anxiety]” – but Allaah will remove his distress and his grief, and will give him
joy instead…” (Reported by Imaam Ahmad, 3582; it is a saheeh hadeeth).

     Secondly, The names of Allaah are all husnaa [Most Beautiful], as He says (interpretation
of the meaning):

“And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allaah, so call on Him by them, and leave the
company of those who belie or deny (or utter impious speech against) His Names. They will
be requited for what they used to do.”  (Al-A’raaf 7:180)

The meaning of al-husnaa implies the utmost beauty, and that each name includes the quality
of perfection.

Al-‘Allaamah ‘Abd al-Rahmaan ibn Naasir ibn Sa’di (may Allaah have mercy on him) said:
Many of the names of Allaah have been mentioned in the Qur’aan, according to the context,
but we also need to point out their broader meanings, so we say:

The name Rabb (Lord, Cherisher) is repeated in many aayaat. The Rabb is the One Who
guides and cares for all of His slaves by managing their affairs and bestowing different
kinds of blessings. In a more specific sense, He cares for and guides His friends (devoted
slaves) by reforming and setting straight their hearts and souls and attitudes. For this
reason, many of their du’aa’s or prayers to Him address Him by this glorious Name,
because they are asking Him for this specific kind of care.

The name Allaah refers to the One Who is adored and worshipped, the One Who
possesses the attributes of divinity and to whom all His creation is enslaved. The
attributes of divinity with which He describes Himself are the attributes of perfection.



52

Al-Malik (the Sovereign), al-Maalik (the Possessor), Alladhi lahu’l-Mulk (the One to
Whom Dominion belongs). Allaah is the One Who is described with the attributes of
sovereignty and dominion, which are the qualities of might and pride, subjugation and
control. He is the One Who is in absolute control of creation, Who issues commands and
Who rewards or punishes. The entire Universe, high and low, belongs to Him. All of
them are His servants and slaves, and are utterly dependent on Him.

Al-Waahid (the One), al-Ahad (the Unique). He is the One Who is uniquely and utterly
and perfectly One, with no partners in His Uniqueness. His slaves are obliged to believe
in His Oneness, in belief and word and deed, by recognizing that He is absolutely perfect
and is unique in His oneness, and by directing all kinds of worship to Him Alone.

Al-Samad (The Self-Sufficient Master, Whom all creatures need, He neither eats nor
drinks). He is the One to Whom all of creation turns for a ll of their needs, for He is in
and of Himself absolutely perfect, in His Names and Attributes and Deeds.

Al-‘Aleem (the All-Knowing), al-Khabeer (the Aware). He is the One Whose
Knowledge encompasses all things, seen and unseen, secret and open, everything that is
inevitable or impossible or possible, in heaven and on earth, the past, the present and the
future. Nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him.

Al-Hakeem (the Wise). He is the One Who has ultimate wisdom, in His creation and in
His commands. He is the One Who created everything well.

“… And who is better in judgement than Allaah for a people who have firm Faith.” (Al-
Maa’idah 5:50 – interpretation of the meaning).

He does not create anything in vain, or legislate anything in jest. He is the One Who has
Dominion in this world and the next. His ruling applies in three major spheres, in which
none else has any share with Him: He judges between His slaves by means of His Law,
His decree and His reward/punishment.

Wisdom: He puts things in their rightful places and gives them their rightful status.

Al-Rahman (the Most Gracious), al-Raheem (the Most Merciful), al-Barr (the Source
of Goodness), al-Kareem (the Most Generous), al-Jawaad (the Generous), al-Ra’oof
(the Compassionate), al-Wahhaab (the Bestower). These names are all close in meaning,
and they all indicate that the Rabb is characterized by mercy, goodness, and generosity.
They testify to the vastness of His mercy and other attributes, with which He
encompasses all of His creation to the extent that His wisdom decrees, although the
greater share is bestowed upon the believers in particular. Allaah says (interpretation of
the meaning):

“… My Mercy encompasses all things. That (Mercy) I shall ordain for those who are the
Muttaqoon (pious)…” (Al-A’raaf 7:156)

Blessings and goodness are all traces of His Mercy and Generosity. The good things of
this world and the next are all traces of His Mercy.
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Al-Samee’ (the All-Hearing). He hears all voices, in all the different languages, no matter
how many and how varied, when they call on Him for their needs.

Al-Baseer (the All-Seeing) Who has insight into all things, not matter how small. He can
see a black ant walking across the face of a rock on the darkest night. He can see what is
below the seven levels of the earth and what is above the seven heavens. He is the All-
Hearing and All-Seeing, Who knows who is deserving of reward or punishment
according to His Wisdom.

Al-Hameed (the Praiseworthy), Who is inherently deserving of praise, by His Names,
Attributes and deeds. He has the Most Beautiful Names, the most perfect attributes and
the most perfect and beautiful deeds. His actions always revolve around munificence and
justice.

Al-Majeed (the Most Glorious), al-Kabeer (the Most Great), al-‘Azeem (the Most
Great), al-Jaleel (the Sublime One). These Names describe Allaah with attributes of
glory, pride, greatness and majesty. He is greater than everything, more mighty, more
majestic and more exalted. To Him belong glorification and exaltation in the hearts of
His close friends and devoted slaves, whose hearts are filled with veneration of His might
and humble submission to His glory.

Al-‘Afuw (the Pardoner), al-‘Ghafoor (the Forgiver), al-Ghaffaar (the All-Forgiving),
Who has always been and will always be known for His pardon and forgiveness towards
His slaves. Everyone is in need of His pardon and forgiveness, as they are in need of His
mercy and generosity. He has promised to forgive and pardon whoever follows the
appropriate means. Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning):

“And verily, I am indeed Forgiving to him who repents, believes (in My Oneness, and
associates none in worship with Me) and does righteous good deeds, and then remains
constant in doing them (till his death).” (Ta-Ha 20:82)

Al-Tawwaab (the Acceptor of Repentance). He always accepts the repentance of those
who repent and forgives the sins of those who commit sin. Allaah accepts the repentance
of everyone who repents to Him sincerely. He is the One Who forgives those who repent,
firstly by helping them to repent and causing their hearts to turn towards Him. After they
repent, He turns to them and accepts their repentance, pardoning their sins.

Al-Quddoos (the Holy) and al-Salaam (the One Free from all defects). Allaah is far
above any attribute of imperfection, and He is above being likened to any of His creation.

“… There is nothing like unto Him…” (Al-Shoora 42:11)

“And there is none co-equal or comparable unto Him.”  (Al-Ikhlaas 112:4)

“… Do you know of any who is similar to Him?…”  (Maryam 19:65)

“… Then do not set up rivals unto Allaah (in worship)…”  (Al-Baqarah 2:22)
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The names al-Quddoos and al-Salaam reject the idea that He could be lacking in any way,
and they imply that He is absolutely perfect in all aspects, because once the idea of
imperfection is rejected, this is proof of total perfection.

Al-‘Aliyy (the Exalted), al-A’laa (the Most High). He is the One Who is completely
exalted in all aspects, in His essence, in His status, in His attributes and in His dominion.
He is the One Who rose over the Throne and Who dominates all things. In all the
attributes of might, pride, glory and beauty that are ascribed to Him, He reaches the
ultimate level.

Al-‘Azeez (the Almighty), to whom belong all might and power, the power of strength,
the power of dominion, the power of invincibility. None of His creatures can harm Him.
He has subjugated all that exists, and the whole of creation is under His control and is
subject to His might.

Al-Qawiy (the Most Strong), al-Mateen (the Firm One). The meanings of these Names
are similar to the meaning of al-‘Azeez.

Al-Jabbaar (the Compeller). This Names includes the meanings of al-‘Aliyy, al-A’laa
and al-Qahhaar.

Al-Ra’oof (the Compassionate) means the One Who consoles broken hearts and supports
the weak and those who seek His help and turn to Him.

1. Hazrat Aaisha (R.A.) reports, she was on journey with Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alayhi
Wasallam), we both had a race (on foot) and I outdid him (Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alayhi
Wasallam). Sometime later when I had gained weight we again raced, this time he outdid me.
Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) said this is in return for the previous race (Abu
Dawood)
2. Hazrat Ibn Abbas (RA) reports, Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) said:" The best of
you is he who is best to his family and I am the best from you to my family." (Ibn Majah)
3. Hazrat Aaisha (R.A.) reports, Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) said, "Certainly the
ones with the most perfect and complete Imaan (Faith) are those who possess the noblest
character and the best of you are those who are best to their womenfolk." (Mishkaat)
Commentary: The Greatest of mankind, the beloved of Allah Ta'ala finds time to race with his
wife and allows her to beat him in race so as to keep her heart and ensure that she is happy.
Hazrat Thanvi (RAH), said, today we have misunderstood the true meaning of Deen. A man
feels if he carries out his salaah discharges his zakaat, goes for Hajj etc. he is on deen.
No, Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) has shown us that becoming a perfect Muslim
requires much more than that. The woman who joyfully enters our nikah by immediately
surrendering the luxuries and warmth of her parents home, is an amanat (trust) accorded to us by
Allah Ta'ala.
Rasulullah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) has taught us, by way of example, how
compassionately we should treat our women and overlook minor shortcomings. After all, we
should consider the tedious chores and services they render to us by managing our home and
rearing our children, a challenge and task which can be accomplished by a woman alone.
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Al-Mutakabbir (the Majestic) is the One Who is above all bad qualities, shortcomings
and faults, because of His might and pride.

Al-Khaaliq (the Creator), al-Baari’ (the Inventor of all things), al-Musawwir (the
Bestower of forms). He is the One Who has created from nothing all that exists, and
formed it by His wisdom, praise be to Him. He has always been and will always be
known by this mighty attribute.

Al-Mu’min (the Guardian of Faith), Who is praised for His own sake by His perfect
attributes, and by the perfection of His majesty and beauty. He sent His Messengers and
revealed His Books with signs and proofs, and confirmed His Messengers with signs and
proofs, to confirm the truth of the message they brought.

Al-Muhaymin (the Watcher over His creatures) Who is aware of everything that is
hidden and concealed, and Whose knowledge encompasses all things.

Al-Qadeer (the Powerful), Whose power is perfect. By His power He created all things
that exist, by His power He is controlling all things and by His power He formed them
and perfected them. By His power He gives life and death, and will resurrect His slaves
to receive their reward or punishment, so that those who have done well will be rewarded
with good, and those who have done evil will be punished. When Allaah wills a thing, He
merely says “Be!” and it is. By His power He controls people’s hearts, and He directs
them as He wills.

Al-Lateef (the Most Subtle and Courteous), Whose knowledge encompasses everything
that is hidden and concealed. He knows everything that is secret and understands the
most subtle things. He is Kind to His believing slaves and takes care of their interests by
His benevolence and grace, in many ways that they are not even aware of. This Name
also shares the meanings of al-Khabeer and al-Ra’oof.

Al-Haseeb (the One Who takes account). He is the One Who is All-Knowing about His
slaves. He is Sufficient for those who put their trust in Him, and He rewards or punishes
His slaves for good and evil, according to His wisdom. He knows about all their deeds,
major and minor.

Al-Raqeeb (the Watchful). He is the One Who watches what is hidden in people’s hearts.
“… He Who takes charge of every person and knows all that he has earned” [al-Ra’d
13:33 – interpretation of the meaning]. He protected His creation and set it in motion,
running according to the most perfect system and controls.

Al-Hafeez (the Preserver). He is the One Who protects what He has created and
encompasses it with His knowledge. He protects His close friends from falling into sin
and destruction, and gently protects them when they are active and when they are at rest.
He counts the deeds of His slaves and rewards or punishes them accordingly.
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Al-Muheet (the Encompasser). He is the One Who encompasses all things with His
knowledge, power, mercy and dominion.

Al-Qahhaar (the Subduer). He is the Subduer of all things, to Whom all of creation
submits because of His power and strength and the perfection of His Might.

Al-Muqeet (the Provider of sustenance). He gives provision to everything that exists and
directs the affairs of all as He wills.

Al-Wakeel (the Trustee). He is the One Who is in a position to run the affairs of His
creation, by His knowledge and the perfection of His power and His encompassing
wisdom. He is the One Who is taking care of His close friends, making the right way
easy for them and causing them to steer clear of the wrong way. He is taking care of all
their affairs, and whoever puts his trust in Him will find that He is Sufficient for him.

“Allaah is the Walee (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. He brings them out
from darkness into light…”  (Al-Baqarah 2:257)

Dhoo’l-Jalaali wa’l-Ikraam (Possessor of Majesty and Honour), i.e., the Possessor of
Might and Pride, the Possessor of Mercy and Generosity, Who is kind to everyone and to
specific individuals. He honours His close friends and devoted worshippers who glorify
Him, extol His greatness and love Him.

Al-Wudood (the Loving). He loves His Prophets and Messengers and their followers,
and they love Him. He is dearer to them than everything else. He has filled their hearts
with love for Him and their tongues utter words of praise to Him. Their hearts are drawn
to Him in love and sincerity and they turn in repentance to Him at all times.

Al-Fattaah (the Opener). He judges between His slaves according to His laws, His
decrees and His decisions concerning reward and punishment. By His Grace He opens
the eyes of those who are sincere, and opens their hearts to know Him, love Him and turn
to Him in repentance. He opens the door to all kinds of mercy and provision for His
slaves, and generates the causes by means of which they can earn good things in this
world and the next.

“Whatever of mercy (i.e., good) Allaah may grant to mankind, none can withhold it, and
whatever He may withhold, none can grant it thereafter…”  (Faatir 35:2)

Al-Razzaaq (the Provider), Who provides for all His slaves. There is no living creature
on earth, but Allaah provides for it.

His provision for His slaves is of two types:

General provision, which include the righteous and immoral, the first and the last. This is
the provision of physical needs.

Specific provision, which is provision for the heart which is nourished with knowledge
and faith, and the halaal provision which helps a person to adhere to religion. This
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provision is specifically for the believers, and is given to varying degrees according to
His wisdom and mercy.

Al-Hakam (the Judge), al-‘Adl (the Just). He judges between His slaves in this world
and the next, with His justice and fairness. He does not oppress anyone in the slightest,
and no one is made to bear the burden of another person’s sin. He does not punish a
person more than he deserves for his sin, he restores to people their rights and does not
leave anyone without restoring what is his right. He is just in His running of the universe
and in His decision making.

“… Verily, My Lord is on a Straight Path (the truth)…” (Hood 11:56).

Jaami’ al-Naas (Gatherer of the People). He will gather all of mankind on the Day
concerning which there is no doubt. He has comprehensive knowledge of their deeds and
their provision, and there is nothing, major or minor, that He is not aware of. He will
gather every particle of their bodies that has disappeared or been changed into something
else, of all the people who have died from the earliest times until the latest times, by the
perfection of His power and the vastness of His knowledge.

Al-Hayy (the Ever-Living), al-Qayyoom (the Self-Sustaining). He is completely alive
and sustains Himself, and He sustains and cares for the people of heaven and earth. He
controls their affairs and provides for them. The name al-Hayy encompasses all the
qualities of His essence and the name al-Qayyoom encompasses all the qualities of His
deeds.

Al-Noor (the Light). He is the Light of the heavens and of the earth, who enlightens the
hearts of the ‘aarifeen (those who have proper knowledge of Him) with knowledge of
Him and fills their hearts with the light of His guidance. He is the One Who illuminates
the heavens and the earth with the lights that He has placed therein. His veil is Light and
if it were to be removed, everything of His creation as far as He can see would be burnt,
may He be glorified.

Badee’ al-Samawaati wa’l-Ard (Originator of the heavens and the earth). He is the One
Who created them and formed them with the utmost beauty and with the most
magnificent system of organization.

Al-Qaabid (the Constrictor), al-Baasit (the Expander). He is the One Who takes people’s
souls, and Who provides them with ample provision and expands their hearts. All of this
is in accordance with His Wisdom and Mercy.

Al-Mu’ti (the Giver), al-Maani’ (the Withholder). No-one can withhold what He gives,
and no one can give what He withholds. All interests and benefits are sought from Him,
and the needs of all are addressed to Him. He is the One Who gives them to whomever
He wills and withholds them from whomever He wills, by His Wisdom and Mercy.

Al-Shaheed (the Witness). He is the One Who watches over all things and hears all
voices, loud and soft. He sees all that exists, great and small alike. His knowledge
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encompasses all things, and He is the Witness Who sees all the deeds of His slaves, good
and bad alike.

Al-Mubdi’ (the Originator), al-Mu’eed (the Restorer). Allaah says (interpretation of the
meaning):

“And it is He Who originates the creation, then will repeat (after it has perished)…” (Al-
Room 30:27)

He initiated their creation, in order to test them as to which of them would be best in
deeds, then He will re-create them in order to reward with good those who did well, and
punish those who did evil.

He is the One Who initiated His creation in stages, and Who is constantly renewing it.

Al-Fa’’aal lima yureed (the One Who does whatever He wants). This has to do with the
perfection of His power and the strength of His will and ability. Everything He wants, He
does, with nothing to stop Him and no one to oppose Him, and with no support or help,
no matter what it is. If He wants something, all he has to do is say “Be!” and it is.
Although He can do whatever He wants, His will operates in conjunction with His
Wisdom, may He be praised, so He is described as being completely Able and being
Strong of will, but also as being completely Wise in all that He has done and will do.

Al-Ghaniy (the Self-Sufficient), al-Mughni (the Enricher). He is independent in and of
Himself, and is completely Independent in all aspects, because of His perfection and the
perfection of His attributes. Nothing can undermine His perfection and make Him
imperfect in any way whatsoever. He cannot be anything but Self-Sufficient, because this
self-sufficiency is one of His essential qualities, just as He cannot be anything but the
Creator, the Able, the Provider, the Kind, Who does not need anyone else at all.

He is the Self-Sufficient in Whose hands are the treasures of the heavens and the earth,
the treasures of this world and of the Hereafter. He gives His creation enough in general
terms so that they do not have to seek help of anyone else, and He gives to specific
people of the divine knowledge and realities of faith with which He has filled their hearts.

Al-Haleem (the Forbearing One). He is the One Who showers His creation with
blessings both apparent and hidden, in spite of their sins and many mistakes. He is
Forbearing and does not punish sinners straight away for their sins. He rebukes them so
that they will repent, and gives them time to turn to Him in repentance.

Al-Shaakir (the Grateful), al-Shakoor (the Appreciative). He is the One Who
appreciates the smallest deed, and forgives the greatest mistakes. He multiplies beyond
measure the deeds of those who are sincere; He appreciates those who give thanks to
Him, and He remembers those who remember Him. Whoever draws near to Him with
something of righteous deeds, He draws near to him by more than that.

Al-Qareeb (the Ever-Near), al-Mujeeb (the Responsive). Allaah, may He be glorified, is
near to everyone, and His nearness is of two types:
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His nearness to everyone in a general sense, through His knowledge, watching,
awareness and witnessing, which encompass all things.

His nearness in a specific sense, to His slaves, those who ask help of Him and those who
love Him. The true nature of this closeness cannot be understood, but its effects may be
seen in His kindness towards His slave, and His care, support and help of him. Another of
its effects is His response to those who call on Him and His acceptance of the repentance
of those who worship Him. He is also the One Who responds in a specific way to those
who respond to Him and follow His religion. He also responds to those who are in need
and to those who no longer have any hope in any of His creation, and who put their trust
in Him, hoping for His pleasure and fearing His wrath.

Al-Kaafi (the Sufficient). He is the One Who gives His slaves all that they need. More
specifically, He is Sufficient for the one who believes in Him and puts his trust in Him
and asks Him for all that he needs in worldly and spiritual terms.

Al-Awwal (the First), al-Aakhir (the Last); al-Zaahir (the Manifest), al-Baatin (the
Hidden). The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) explained this in a
clear and comprehensive fashion when he said, addressing his Lord: “You are the First,
and there is nothing before You; You are the Last, and there is nothing after You. You
are the Manifest and there is nothing above You; You are the Hidden and there is nothing
beneath You.”

Al-Waasi’ (the All-Encompassing). His attributes and qualities, and everything that has
to do with Him, are all-encompassing in such a way that no one can praise Him as He
deserves, but He is as He praised Himself, vast in power, might and dominion, and vast in
grace and kindness, and vast in generosity and munificence.

Al-Haadi (the Guide), al-Rasheed (the Guide to the Right Path). He is the One Who
guides His slaves and shows them the way to all that will benefit them, and protects them
from all that will harm them. He teaches them what they do not know, and guides them to
the true guidance which will help them and set them straight. He fills them with taqwa
(piety) and causes their hearts to turn to Him, in response to His command.

The name al-Rasheed has a meaning akin to that of al-Hakeem: He is Wise in word and
deed, and all His laws are good and wise. His creation testifies to His wisdom.

Al-Haqq (the Truth). He is true in and of Himself and in His attributes. His existence is
undeniable, and His attributes are perfect. His existence is one of His essential qualities
(He cannot but exist), and nothing else can exist except through Him. He is the One Who
has always been and will always be described with attributes of majesty, beauty and
perfection. He has always been and will always be known for His Kindness. His words
are truth; the meeting with Him is truth; His Messengers are truth; His Books are truth;
His religion is the Truth; the worship of Him Alone, with no partners or associates, is the
Truth; everything that has to do with Him is truth. Allaah is the Truth and whatever else
they claim to be divine besides Him is false. Allaah is the Most High, the Most Great, as
He says (interpretation of the meanings):
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“And say: ‘The Truth is from your Lord.’ Then whosoever wills, let him believe, and
whosoever wills, let him disbelieve…” (Al-Isra’ 18:29).

“… So, after the truth, what else can there be, save error?…” (Yoonus 10:32)

“And say: ‘Truth has come and falsehood has vanished. Surely, falsehood is ever bound
to vanish.’” (Al-Isra’ 17:81)

From Tayseer al-Kareem al-Rahmaan fi Tafseer Kalaam al-Mannaan by Shaykh ‘Abd al-
Rahmaan al-Sa’di (5/620). (www.islam-qa.com)

Allah’s blessings upon the prophet  (Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam)

“Allaah sends His Salaah (Graces, Honours, Blessings, Mercy) on the Prophet (Muhammad),
and also His angels (ask Allaah to bless and forgive him). O you who believe! Send your Salaah
on (ask Allaah to bless) him (Muhammad), and (you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic
way of greeting (salutation, i.e. As- Salaamu ‘Alaikum)” (Al-Ahzaab 33:56)

Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al-‘Aas (Radhiallahu ‘anhu) said that he heard the Prophet (Shalallahu
‘alaihi wa Salam) saying: “A person who calls for blessings on me, (recites salah) once, Allah
sends down mercies on him ten times.” (Narrated by Muslim).

It is prescribed for everyone who hears the adhaan and call to prayer to repeat after the
muezzin, and when he has finished repeating the entire adhaan, he should send prayers and
blessings on the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), then recite
the words narrated in the saheeh hadeeth from Jaabir ibn ‘Abd-Allaah, who reported that the
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever says when he
hears the call to prayer, ‘Allaahummah Rabba haadhihi’l-da’wat il-taammah wa’l-salaat il-
qaa’imah, aati Muhammadan al-waseelata wa’l-fadeelah, wab’athhu maqaaman mahmoodan
alladhi wa’adtahu (O Allaah, Lord of this perfect Call and the Prayer to be offered, grant
Muhammad the privilege and also the eminence, and resurrect him to the praised position that
You have promised), will be granted my intercession on the Day of Resurrection.” (Reported by
al-Bukhaari, 579).

General du’aa’ is that which may be initiated by the individual, in which he may say whatever he
wants include the salutation upon prophet Muhammad (swas).

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) taught his ummah specific du’aa’s for
certain times and certain actions, in which there is no sending blessings on the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him).

These include:
Du’aa’ al-istikhaarah:
Du’aa’ when entering the toilet:
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Du’aa’ when there are high winds:
And there are other du’aa’s (specific du’aa’) which he taught us, in which there is no mention of
sending blessings upon him, (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him
This ruling also applies to making du’aa’ in sujood.
 ‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her) said: “The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) often used to say in his sujood and rukoo’: ‘Subhaanaka Allaahumma Rabbanaa
wa bi hamdika, Allaahumma ighfir li (Glory and praise be to You, O Allaah our Lord; O
Allaah, forgive me).’” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 874; Muslim, 484).

However, the person who is praying will recite al-salaah al-Ibraaheemiyyah when he sits to
recite the Tashahhud in his prayer; thus his prayer will include sending blessings upon the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him).
The specific du’aa’s which include sending blessings upon the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) include the following:
- Du’aa’ when entering the mosque:
It was narrated that Abu Humayd and Abu Usayd said: The Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “When any one of you enters the mosque, let him greet
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) with peace, then let him say,
‘Allaahumma aftah li abwaab rahmatika (O Allaah, open to me the gates of Your Mercy).’ And
when he leaves, let him say, ‘Allaahumma inni as’aluka min fadlika (O Allaah, I ask You of
Your Bounty).’” (Narrated by Abu Dawood, 466). (This hadeeth was classed as saheeh by
Shaykh al-Albaani (may Allaah have mercy on him) in Tamaam al-Minnah, p. 290)

Du’aa’ following the adhaan:
It was narrated that ‘Abd-Allaah ibn’Amr ibn al-‘Aas heard the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) say: “When you hear the muezzin, say what he says, then send blessings
upon me, for whoever sends blessings upon me, Allaah will send ten blessings upon him. Then
ask Allaah to grant me al-waseelah, which is a position in Paradise which will only be attained
by one of the slaves of Allaah, and I hope that I will be the one. Whoever asks for al-waseelah
for me, my intercession will be granted for him.” (Narrated by Muslim, 384)

Sawm (fasting):

“Whoever fasts one day for the sake of Allaah, Allaah will keep his face seventy years’
distance from Hell,” (al-Nasaa’i, 2247; classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh Sunan al-
Nasaa’i, 2121).

Fasting means abstaining from food, drink and all other things that break the fast from dawn
until sunset, as Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “And eat and drink until the white
thread (light) of dawn appears to you distinct from the black thread (darkness of night), then
complete your Sawm (fast) till the nightfall” (al-Baqarah 2:187)
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The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Hasten iftaar (the breaking of
fast at night) and delay suhoor (eating a meal before the fast).” (Narrated by al-Tabaraani and
classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Jaami’, 3989).

Narrated by Sahl: The Prophet (swas) said, "There is a gate in Paradise called Ar-Raiyan,
and those who observe fasts will enter through it on the Day of Resurrection and none
except them will enter through it. It will be said, 'Where are those who used to observe fasts?'
They will get up, and none except them will enter through it. After their entry the gate will be
closed and nobody will enter through it." (Al-Bukhaari: Volume 3, Book 31, Number 120)

Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Apostle said, "When the month of Ramadan starts, the
gates of the heaven are opened and the gates of Hell are closed and the devils are
chained." (Al-Bukhaari: Volume 3, Book 31, Number 123)

General voluntary fasts (i.e., not restricted to any particular time or circumstances).
The Muslim may observe a voluntary fast on any day of the year that he wishes, except those
which are known to be forbidden, such as the two Eid days, on which fasting is haraam, and
Ayaam al-Tashreeq (the three days following Eid al-Adha), on which fasting is haraam except on
Hajj for those who do not have a hadiy (animal for sacrifice).
Also excluded is deliberately singling out Friday for fasting, because it was reported that this is
not allowed.

One of the best forms of voluntary fasting is to fast alternate days for those who are able to do
that, as it says in the hadeeth: “The most beloved prayer to Allaah is the prayer of Dawood
(peace be upon him), and the most beloved fasting to Allaah is the fasting of Dawood. He
used to sleep half the night, stand in prayer for one-third of the night, and sleep for one-sixth, and
he used to fast alternate days.” (al-Bukhaari, 1131; Muslim, 1159). In order for this kind of
fasting to be regarded as virtuous, it should not weaken a person and make him unable to do his
primary duties, as it says in the hadeeth: “he used to fast alternate days, and he never ran away
from battle (because he used to break his fast at times of jihad).” (al-Bukhaari, 1977; Muslim,
1159)

For single people
“We were young men with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and we did
not have anything (i.e., we could not afford to get married). The Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said to us, ‘O young men, whoever among you can afford to
get married, then let him do so, for it is more effective in lowering the gaze and guarding
chastity. And whoever is not able to do that, then let him fast, for that will be a shield for
him.’” (al-Bukhaari, 5066; Muslim, 1400).

Narrated 'Alqama: While I was walking with 'Abdullah he said, "We were in the company of the
Prophet and he said, 'He who can afford to marry should marry, because it will help him refrain
from looking at other women, and save his private parts from looking at other women, and save
his private parts from committing illegal sexual relation; and he who cannot afford to marry is
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advised to fast, as fasting will diminish his sexual power." (Al-Bukhari: Volume 3, Book 31,
Number 129)

Best days of the week (Mondays & Thursdays):
The weekly fasts are on Monday and Thursday, on which days fasting is mustahabb
(recommended). It was narrated that ‘Aa’ishah said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) was keen to fast on Mondays and Thursdays.” (al-Nasaa’i,
2320; classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Jaami’ al-Sagheer, 4827).

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) was asked about fasting on Mondays
and Thursdays, and he said: “Those are two days on which people’s deeds are shown to the
Lord of the Worlds, and I want my deeds to be shown to Him when I am fasting.” (al-
Nasaa’i, 2358; Ibn Maajah, 1740; Ahmad, 8161; classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-
Jaami’, 1583). He was asked about fasting on Mondays and he said, “On that day I was born and
on that day revelation came to me.” (Muslim, 1162).

Narrated by Abu Huraira: I heard the Prophet saying, "None of you should fast on Friday
unless he fasts a day before or after it." (Al-Bukhari: Volume 3, Book 31, Number 206)

Best days of the month (13th, 14th, 15th of the Hijri month):
With regard to the monthly fasts, it is mustahabb to fast on three days of each month.
It was narrated that Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “My close friend [i.e.,
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)] advised me to do three things which I
will never give up until I die: fasting three days each month, praying Duha, and sleeping after
praying Witr.” (al-Bukhaari, 1178; Muslim, 721).

It is mustahabb to observe this fast in the middle of the hijri month, on the days called Ayaam al-
Beed. It was narrated that Abu Dharr said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said to me, ‘If you fast any part of the month then fast on the thirteenth,
fourteenth and fifteenth.’” (al-Nasaa’i, 2424; Ibn Maajah, 1707; Ahmad, 210; classed as saheeh
by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Jaami’ al-Sagheer, 673).

Sunnah fasts
The day of ‘Aashoora’ which is the tenth of Muharram. It was narrated that Ibn ‘Abbaas
(may Allaah be pleased with him) was asked about fasting on the day of ‘Aashoora’. He said, “I
do not know of any day on the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
fasted that was better than this day and any month that was better than this month, meaning
Ramadaan.” (al-Bukhaari, 2006; Muslim, 1132).
It is Sunnah to fast the day before or the day after along with ‘Aashoora’, in order to be different
from the Jews.

The day of ‘Arafaah, which is the ninth day of Dhu’l-Hijjah. It is mustahabb only for those
who are not standing in ‘Arafaah itself, as the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said concerning the virtue of the three fasts mentioned above: “The
observance of three days' fast every month and that of Ramadan every year is equivalent to
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fasting for the entire year. I seek from Allah that fasting on the day of ‘Arafaah may atone for the
sins of the preceding and the coming years, and I seek from Allah that fasting on the day of
‘Aashoora’ may atone for the sins of the preceding year.” (Muslim, 1162).

6 days in the month of Shawwaal. It is Sunnah to fast six days of Shawwaal, because the
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever fasts
Ramadaan then fasts six days of Shawwaal, it is as if he fasted for a lifetime.” (Muslim, 1164).

Whatever one can during the month of Muharraam: it is Sunnah to fast whatever one can of
this month, because of the hadeeth: “The best of fasting after Ramadaan is the month of Allaah
Muharram, and the best of prayer after the obligatory prayers is prayer at night (qiyaam al-layl).”
(Muslim, 1163).

Whatever one can during the month of Sha’baan, as it was narrated that ‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah
be pleased with her) said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him) used to fast until we thought that he would never break his fast, and he would not fast until
we thought that he would never fast. I never saw the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him) fast an entire month apart from Ramadaan, and the month in which I saw
him fast the most was Sha’baan. He used to fast all of Sha’baan or all of it apart from a few
days.” (al-Bukhaari, 1969; Muslim, 1156).

Tadkirat (reminders):

If you have a question about any matter of religion, you must ask the people of knowledge, as
Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “So ask the people of the Reminder if you do not
know” (al-Anbiyaa’ 21:7)
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Sadaqah
 (charity)

“There is no good in most of their secret talks save (in) him who orders Sadaqah (charity in
Allaah’s Cause), or Ma‘roof (Islamic Monotheism and all the good and righteous deeds which
Allaah has ordained), or conciliation between mankind; and he who does this, seeking the
good Pleasure of Allaah, We shall give him a great reward” (Al-Nisa’ 4:114)

Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Apostle said, "There is a (compulsory) Sadaqa (charity) to be
given for every joint of the human body (as a sign of gratitude to Allah) everyday the sun
rises. To judge justly between two persons is regarded as Sadaqa, and to help a man
concerning his riding animal by helping him to ride it or by lifting his luggage on to it, is also
regarded as Sadaqa, and (saying) a good word is also Sadaqa, and every step taken on
one's way to offer the compulsory prayer (in the mosque) is also Sadaqa and to remove a
harmful thing from the way is also Sadaqa."  (Al-Bukhari Volume 4, Book 52, Number
232)

It was narrated that Abu Dharr (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “I came to the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) whilst he was in the mosque and sat down. […] I
said, ‘O Messenger of Allaah, what about sadaqah (charity)?’ He said, ‘Allaah multiplies it
many times over.’ I said, ‘O Messenger of Allaah, what (charity) is best?’ He said, ‘What a
person gives at times of hardship, or what he gives in secret to a poor person.’ “ (Narrated by
al-Nasaa’i).

It was narrated that Zaynab, the wife of ‘Abd-Allaah (i.e., ibn Mas’ood) said: “I was in the
mosque and I saw the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). He said, ‘Give in
charity, even if it is from your jewellery.’ […] Bilaal passed by us and we said, ‘Ask the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) whether it is charity enough for me to spend on
my husband and the orphans under my care . But do not tell him who we are.’ He went in and
asked him. (The Prophet swas) asked, ‘Who is it?’ He said, ‘Zaynab’. He asked, ‘Which
Zaynab?’ He said, ‘The wife of ‘Abd-Allaah.’ (The Prophet swas) said, “Yes, she will have two
rewards, the reward of upholding the ties of kinship and the reward of charity.” (Narrated
by al-Bukhaari, 1373; Muslim, 1667)

“And whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allaah’s cause) He will replace it. And He is the
Best of providers.” (Saba’ 34:39)

Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning):
“And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to his parents. His mother bears him
with hardship. And she brings him forth with hardship…” (Al-Ahqaaf 46:15)

‘Abd-Allaah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas (may Allaah be pleased with them both) said: “A man came to
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and asked him for permission to
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participate in jihaad. The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said
to him, ‘Are your parents alive?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ He said, ‘Then your jihaad is with them.’”
(Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 2842; Muslim, 2549)

It was reported that ‘Abd-Allaah ibn ‘Umar said: “I heard the Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) say: ‘Each of you is a shepherd and each of you is responsible
for his flock. The imaam is a shepherd and is responsible for his flock. A man is the
shepherd of his family and is responsible for his flock. A woman is the shepherd of her
husband’s house and is responsible for her flock. A servant is the shepherd of his master’s
wealth and is responsible for his flock.’ I think that he said, ‘A man is the shepherd of his
father’s wealth and is responsible for his flock. Each of you is a shepherd and each of you is
responsible for his flock.’” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 853; Muslim, 1829)

According to the hadeeth narrated by Muslim (1403) from Jaabir, the Messenger of Allaah
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) saw a woman and he came to his wife Zaynab,
whilst she was tanning a skin and preparing it for dyeing, and he fulfilled his need. Then he went
out to his companions and said: “Woman comes and goes in the shape of a devil [i.e., she causes
temptation], so if any one of you sees a woman, let him go and have intercourse with his wife,
for that will take away what he feels in his heart.”

‘Abd-Allaah ibn Abi Awfa said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) said: ‘No woman fulfils all her duties towards Allaah until she fulfils all her
duties towards her husband. If he asks her [for his conjugal rights] even when she is on the
back of a camel, she should respond to him.’” (Ahmad, 19403; Ibn Maajah, 1853. Ibn Hibbaan
narrated in his Saheeh, 4171)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “In the intimacy of any one of
you there is charity.” They said, “O Messenger of Allaah, if any one of us fulfils his desire will
there be reward for him in that?” He said, “Do you not see that if he does it in a haraam way, that
will be a sin on him? So if he does it in a halaal way, he will be rewarded for that.” (Muslim,
1006, hadeeth of Abu Dharr).

It was narrated from Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) that a man came to the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and said: “O Messenger of Allaah, which
charity brings a greater reward?” He said, “If you give in charity when you are healthy and
miserly, fearing poverty and hoping for richness. Do not delay until you are at the point of death
and you say, ‘Give this to So and so, give this to So and so,’ ” (al-Bukhaari, 1330; Muslim,
1713).

Abu Dawood narrated a marfoo’ hadeeth from Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri, which was classed as
saheeh by Ibn Hibbaan, which says: “If a man were to give one dirham in charity when he is
alive and in good health, that is better for him than giving one hundred when he is dying.”
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Being generous (ease things for others)
“If the debtor is in straitened circumstances, grant him a delay until a time of ease. And if you
waive (the debt entirely) as a gift of charity, it will be better for you, if you but knew it.” (2:
280)

Intercession

In Saheeh al-Bukhaari (5568) and Saheeh Muslim (4761) it is narrated that Abu Moosa (may
Allaah be pleased with him) said that if someone came with a need to the Messenger of Allaah
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), he would turn to those who were sitting with him
and say, “Intercede, and you will be rewarded, and Allaah will decree what He wills through
the lips of His Messenger.”

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) will intercede on Doomday, and so
will others among the believers.

But permission must be granted by Allaah to the intercessor to intercede and Allaah must
approve of the one for whom intercession is to be made.

“And there are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession will avail nothing except
after Allaah has given leave for whom He wills and is pleased with” (al-Najm 53:26)

“And they cannot intercede except for him with whom He is pleased” (al-Anbiya’ 21:28)

The people of Paradise will be reunited with their loved ones who went to Hell, if they were
believers in Tawheed (the oneness of Allaah). That will be by virtue of their intercession for
them to be brought forth from Hell and admitted to Paradise.

Al-Bukhaari in Kitaab al-Tawheed, no. 7440:
It was narrated that Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri said: “We said, ‘O Messenger of Allaah! Shall we see
our Lord on the Day of Resurrection?’ He said, ‘Do you have any difficulty in seeing the sun and
the moon when the sky is clear?’ We said, ‘No.’ He said, ‘So you will have no difficulty in
seeing your Lord on that Day, just as you have no difficulty in seeing the sun and the moon (in a
clear sky). …Then the bridge will be laid across Hell.’ We said, "O Messenger of Allaah! What
is the bridge?’ He said, ‘It is a slippery (bridge) on which there are clamps and (hooks like)
thorns, which are wide at one side and narrow at the other and have bent ends. A plant with such
thorns is found in Najd and is called al-Sa'daan. Some of the believers will cross the bridge as
quickly as the wink of an eye, some others as quick as lightning, a strong wind, or fast horses or
she-camels. So some will be safe without any harm; some will be safe after receiving some
scratches, and some will fall down into Hell (Fire). The last person will cross by being dragged
(over the bridge). You (Muslims) cannot be more pressing in claiming from me a right that has
been clearly proved to be yours than the believers in interceding with Almighty Allaah for their
(Muslim) brothers on that Day, when they see themselves safe.
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They will say, “O Allah! (Save) our brothers (for they) used to pray with us, fast with us
and also do good deeds with us.” Allah will say, “Go and take out (of Hell) anyone in whose
heart you find faith equal to the weight of one (gold) Dinar.” Allah will forbid the Fire to
burn the faces of those sinners. They will go to them and find some of them in Hell (Fire) up to
their feet, and some up to the middle of their legs. So they will take out those whom they will
recognize and then they will return, and Allah will say (to them), “Go and take out (of Hell)
anyone in whose heart you find faith equal to the weight of one half Dinar.” They will take out
whomever they will recognize and return, and then Allah will say, “Go and take out (of Hell)
anyone in whose heart you find faith equal to the weight of an atom (or a small ant),” and so they
will take out all those whom they will recognize.’” Abu Sa’eed said, “If you do not believe me,
read, if you wish, ‘Surely, Allaah wrongs not even of the weight of an atom (or a small ant),
but if there is any good (done), He doubles it...’ [al-Nisaa’ 4:40 – interpretation of the
meaning].”

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Then the Prophets and Angels
and the believers will intercede , and (last of all) the Almighty (Allah) will say, ‘Now remains
My Intercession. He will then hold a handful of the Fire from which He will take out some
people whose bodies have been burnt, and they will be thrown into a river at the entrance of
Paradise, called the water of life. They will grow on its banks, as a seed carried by the torrent
grows…”

But for those who believed in shirk, no intercession will benefit them. Allaah says (interpretation
of the meaning):  “Verily, Allaah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in
worship), but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He wills” (al-Nisaa’ 4:48)

Types of intercession:

It is from the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) for all the believers. This
is of various kinds:
(i) Intercession for those who deserve Hell, so that they will not enter it.
“There is no Muslim who dies and forty men who do not associate anything with Allaah
pray the funeral prayer for him, but Allaah will accept their intercession for him.” (narrated
by Muslim, 2/655).

(ii) Intercession for those who have entered Hell, so that they will be brought forth from it. It was
narrated that Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: ‘By the One in Whose hand is my soul, You (Muslims) cannot be
more pressing in claiming from me a right that has been clearly proved to be yours than the
believers in interceding with the Almighty for their (Muslim) brothers on that Day, when
they see themselves safe . They will say, “O Allah! (Save) our brothers (for they) used to pray
with us, fast with us and also do good deeds with us.” Allah will say, “Go and take out (of Hell)
everyone whom you recognize.” Allah will forbid the Fire to burn the faces of those sinners. So
they will bring forth many people who were in the Fire up to their calves or their knees.”
(Narrated by Muslim,269)
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(iii) Intercession to raise the believers in status. This is because of the du’aa’s of the believers for
one another, as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, making du’aa’ for
Abu Salamah: “O Allaah, forgive Abu Salamah, raise him in status among those who are
guided, make his grave spacious for him and fill it with light, and protect his family who are left
behind.”

The dead cannot intercede for us, neithe the “saints”. The principle is that the dead do not hear
the words of the living, because Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): "… but you cannot
hear those who are in graves." [Faatir 35:22] and "Verily, you cannot make the dead to hear…"
[al-Naml 27:80]
When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) addressed the slain kuffaar
(disbelievers) after the Battle of Badr, Allaah caused them to hear his words, although they were
at the bottom of the well in which they had been buried. This was a special case.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "When a person dies, all his
deeds come to an end except three: sadaqah jaariyah (ongoing charity, e.g. a waqf or
endowment), beneficial knowledge (which he has left behind), or a righteous child who
will pray for him." (Reported by al-Tirmidhi, no 1376; he said this is a saheeh hasan
hadeeth)

Prayers for forgiveness offered by both sons and daughters of the deceased bring great
benefits, as the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "A man’s status
will be raised in Paradise and he will ask, ‘How did I get here?’ He will be told, ‘By your
son’s du’aa’s (prayers) for forgiveness for you." (Reported by Ibn Maajah, no 3660; see
also Saheeh al-Jaami’, 1617)

What may reach the deceased is sadaqah (charity) given on his behalf, because ‘Aa’ishah
(may Allaah be pleased with her) reported that a man said to the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him): "My mother has passed away, and if she could have spoken, she
would have given something in charity. Will she receive a reward if I give something on
her behalf?" He said, "Yes." (Reported by al-Bukhaari, Fath, 1388)

Abu Hurayrah reported that a man said to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him): "My father has died and left money behind. He did not make a wasiyyah (a will); will
it expiate for his sins if I give some of it in charity on his behalf?" He said, "Yes."
(Reported by al-Nisaa’i)

Other deeds that may also benefit the deceased are Hajj and ‘Umrah on their behalf, after the
living person has first performed Hajj and ‘Umrah on his or her own behalf.

‘Abdullaah ibn Buraydah reported that his father (may Allaah be pleased with him) said:
"While I was sitting with the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him), a woman came to him and said: ‘I gave my mother a slave-woman in charity, and now
my mother has died.’ He said: ‘You have got your reward, and your right of inheritance has
brought your gift back to you.’ She said, ‘O Messenger of Allaah, she still had one month to
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fast – can I fast it on her behalf?’ He said, ‘Fast it on her behalf.’ She said, ‘She never went
to Hajj – can I perform Hajj on her behalf?’ He said, ‘Perform Hajj on her behalf.’"
(Reported by Muslim, may Allaah have mercy on him, in his Saheeh, no. 1149)

This shows that it is also permissible to fast on behalf of the deceased.

Another thing that may benefit the deceased is to fulfil their nadhr (vow), because Ibn
‘Abbaas (may Allaah be pleased with him and his father) reported that a woman came to the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and said: "Don’t you think that if your
mother owed a debt you would pay it off?" She said, "Yes." He said, "Then pay off what is
owed to Allaah, for Allaah is more deserving of having vows fulfilled." (al-Bukhaari, al-
Fath, 7315)

Deeds given to the one who passed away:

(i) Du’aa’

Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning):
“And those who came after them say: “Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who have
preceded us in Faith…” (Al-Hashr 59:10)

It was reported that Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “The Messenger of
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) told us of the death of the Negus, the king of
Ethiopia, on the day that he died, and said, ‘Pray for forgiveness for your brother.’” (Narrated
by al-Bukhaari, 1236; Muslim, 951)

It was narrated that ‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan said: “When the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) finished burying someone who had died, he would stand over him and say,
‘Pray for forgiveness for your brother, and ask that he may be made steadfast, for even
now he is being questioned.’” (Narrated by Abu Dawood, 3221. An-Nawawi classed the isnaad
of this hadeeth as jayyid in al-Majmoo’, 5/292).

(ii) Making up fasts that were obligatory upon the deceased because of vows, as expiation
(kafaarah) and so on.

It was reported from ‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her) that the Messenger of Allaah 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever dies and had any fasts outstanding,
his heir should observe those fasts on his behalf.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 1851; Muslim,
1147)

(iii) Paying off debts

“We were sitting with the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) when a funeral
bier was brought to him and they said, ‘Pray over him.’ He said, ‘Does he have any debts?’ They
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said, ‘No.’ He said, ‘Has he left anything behind?’ They said, ‘No.’ So he prayed over him. Then
another funeral bier was brought to him, and they said, ‘O Messenger of Allaah, pray for him.’
He said, ‘Does he have any debts?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ He said, ‘Has he left anything behind?’
They said, ‘Three dinars.’ So he prayed over him. Then a third funeral bier was brought, and
they said, ‘Pray for him.’ He said, ‘Has he left anything behind?’ They said, ‘No.’ He said, ‘Does
he have any debts?’ They said, ‘Three dinars.’ He said, ‘Pray for your companion.’ Abu
Qutaadah said, ‘Pray for him, O Messenger of Allaah, and I will take care of his debt.’ So he
prayed over him.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 2169)

(iv) Fulfilling vows to do acts of worship

It was reported from Ibn ‘Abbaas (may Allaah be pleased with them both) that a woman from
Juhaynah came to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and said: “My
mother vowed to go for Hajj, but she did not go for Hajj before she died. Should I do Hajj on her
behalf?” He said, “Yes, do Hajj on her behalf. Do you not think that if your mother was in debt
you would pay it off for her? Pay off the debt that is owed to Allaah, for Allaah is more
deserving that what is owed to Him should be paid off.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 1754)

(v) Performing Hajj on his behalf

It was narrated from Ibn ‘Abbaas that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) heard a man saying “Labbayka ‘an Shubrumah (At your service, O Allaah, on behalf
of Shubrumah).” The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said,
“Who is Shubrumah?” He said, “A relative of mine.” The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) said, “Have you ever done Hajj before?” He said, “No.” he said, “Do this Hajj for
yourself, then do Hajj on behalf of Shubrumah.” (Narrated by Abu Dawood, 1811; Ibn Maajah,
2903 – this version was narrated by him. The hadeeth was classed as saheeh by Shaykh al-
Albaani in Irwaa’ al-Ghaleel, 4/171).

(vi) Righteous deeds done by the children of the deceased

Shaykh al-Albaani (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “Whatever righteous deeds the
righteous son does, his parents will have a reward like his, without it detracting from
his reward in the slightest, because their child is part of their striving and earning.
Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): ‘And that man can have nothing but what he
does (good or bad)’ (Al-Najm 53:39). The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: ‘The best that a man can benefit from is that which he earns,
and his son is also part of his earnings.’ (Narrated by Abu Dawood, 2/108; al-Nasaa’i,
2/211. Narrated and classed as hasan by al-Tirmidhi, 2/287)

Forgiveness, showing mercy
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“Show forgiveness, enjoin what is good, and turn away from the foolish (i.e., don’t punish
them).” (Al-A’raaf 7:199)

“But if the killer is forgiven by the brother (or the relatives) of the killed against blood
money, then adhering to it with fairness and payment of the blood money to the heir should be
made in fairness”
(al-Baqarah 2:178 – interpretation of the meaning)

And Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning):
“And if two parties (or groups) among the believers fall to fighting, then make peace
between them both. But if one of them outrages against the other, then fight you (all) against
the one that which outrages till it complies with the Command of Allaah. Then if it complies,
then make reconciliation between them justly, and be equitable. Verily, Allaah loves those who
are the equitable .
The believers are nothing else than brothers (in Islamic religion). So make reconciliation
between your brothers, and fear Allaah, that you may receive mercy”
(al-Hujuraat 49:9-10)

The repentance of the backbiter must meet these four conditions, because backbiting or gossip
affects other people, so he has to seek the forgiveness of the person about whom he gossiped.
Is it sufficient for him to say: ‘I gossiped about you so please forgive me’, or does he have to tell
him what he said about him? Ibn Muflih said in al-Aadaab al-Shara’iyyah (1/9): “It was said that
if the person who was wronged by the gossip knows about it (then you cannot do anything about
that), otherwise you should make du’aa’ for him and pray for forgiveness, but he should not be
told. Shaykh Taqiy al-Deen mentioned that this was the view of the majority.
Abu Muhammad al-Khallaal attributed to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him): “Whoever backbites about a man then asks for forgiveness for him, his backbiting
will be forgiven” and “The kafaarah (expiation) of the one who gossips about another is that he
should ask for forgiveness for him.”

“The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) explained this story: Umm Salamah,
the wife of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) narrated that he heard a
dispute going on at the door of his apartment, so he went out and told them: ‘I am no more than a
human being. Disputing parties may come to me, and one of you may be more eloquent and
persuasive than the other, so I may think that he is telling the truth and rule in favour of him.
Whoever has a judgement in favour of him to the detriment of a fellow-Muslim’s rights, this
is a piece of the Fire – let him take it or leave it.’”

Whoever repents, Allaah will turn to him in acceptance. Whoever seeks to draw closer to Allaah,
Allaah will draw closer to him. As you have been guided and have returned to Islam and turned
to Allaah, then rejoice in the news that Allaah has accepted your repentance and forgiven you.
Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning):
"And verily, I am indeed Forgiving to him who repents, believes (in My Oneness, and
associates none in worship with Me) and does righteous good deeds, and then remains constant
in doing them, (till his death)." (Ta-Ha 20:82)
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Concealing one own’s and people’s sins

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “All of my ummah will be fine
except for those who commit sin openly, and that includes cases where Allaah conceals a
person’s sin, but the following morning he exposes himself and says, ‘O So and so, I did such
and such last night, so he shamelessly exposes himself when all night his Lord had concealed his
sin.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 5949; Muslim, 2744).

Patience (Sabr):

“And certainly, We shall test you with something of fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives and
fruits, but give glad tidings to As-Saabiroon (the patient)” (al-Baqarah 2:155)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “How wonderful is the situation
of the believer, for all his affairs are good. If something good happens to him, he gives thanks for
it and that is good for him; if something bad happens to him, he bears it with patience, and that is
good for him. This does not apply to anyone but the believer.” (Narrated by Muslim, no.
2999).

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Strive for that which will benefit
you and seek the help of Allaah, and do not be helpless. If anything (bad) happens to you, do not
say, ‘If only I had done such-and-such, then such-and-such would have happened.’ Rather you
should say, ‘Qaddara Allaah wa ma sha’a fa’ala (Allaah decrees, and what He wills He
does),’ for (the words) ‘If only’ open the door to the Shaytaan.” (Narrated by Muslim).

Concerning trials, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “If Allaah
loves a people, He tries them, and whoever has patience will have patience, and whoever is
anxious will be anxious.”
(Reported by Imaam Ahmad; Saheeh al-Jaami’, 1706).

A persons’ life in this world is not stable. One passes through alternating periods of happiness
and dismay, strength and weakness. Wealth and poverty, health and sickness etc. A true believer
is one who maintains a clear level of eemaan throughout the wordly fluctuations. He continues to
remember Allah and continues to be grateful in periods of affliction as in periods of ease.

The Messenger of Allaah  (swas) said:
" Indeed amazing are the affairs of a believer! They are all for his benefit; If he is granted
ease of living he is thankful; and this is best for him. And if he is afflicted with a hardship,
he perseveres; and this is best or him." (Muslim)

And Allah said:
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" Certainly, We shall test you with fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives and fruits; but give
glad tidings to the patient - those who, when afflicted with calamity say, "Truly to Allah we
belong, and truly to Him shall we return." it is those who will be awarded blessings and
mercy from their Lord; and it is those who are the guided ones." (2:155-157)

Sign of Allah’s love

Abu Hurayrah (ra) reported that the Prophet (swas) said:
" Whenever Allah wills good for a person, He subjects him to adversity" (Bukharee and
others)

Sign of eemaan

Abu Hurayrah (ra) and Ka'b Bin Maalik (ra) reported that the Prophet (swas) said:
" The parable of a believer is that of a fresh and moist plant; the wind tilts it this way and
that way; and so is the believer; he continues to be subject to affliction. And the parable of
a hypocrite is that of a firm cedar tree; it does not shake - until it is uprooted all at once."
(Bukharee and Muslim)

Sign of righteousness

The prophets and righteous people are afflicted the most, and their rewards are the highest. Sa'd
(ra) reporeted that the Prophet (swas) said:
" The most in their suffering among the people are the prophets, then the best, then the
(next) best. One is afflicted in accordance with his deen (faith). If his deen is firm his
affliction is hard, and if his deen is weak, his affliction is light. Indeed, one would be so
much subjected to adversity until he walks among the people without any sins. " (Ahmad,
Tirmithee)

Early punishment

Anas (ra) reported that the Prophet (swas) said:
" When Allah wills good for a servant of His, He expedites his punishment in this life; and
when He wills retribution for a servant of His, He holds his sins for Him to judge him by
them on the Day of Resurrection. " (Tirmithee)

Multiplication of rewards

Anas (ra) reported that the Prophet (swas) said:
" The amount of reward is in accordance with the amount of suffering. When Allah  loves
some people, He tries them (with affliction). He who then is content (with Allah's decree)
has achieved the acceptance (of Allah), and he who is dissatisfied (with Allah's decree) will
attain the anger (of Allah)." (Tirmithee)
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Rewards for sickness

One should not look to sickness as a gloomy episode, but should remember the great good in it.
It is one form of affliction with which Allah tests His 'ibaad (servants), giving them a chance to
aquire rewards, as was explained above, as is further emphasized below.

Removal of sins and elevation in ranks

Abu Hurayrah (ra) reported that the Prophet (swas) said:
" Whenever a Muslim is afflicted by harm from sickness or other matters, Allah will drop
his sins because of that, like a tree drops its leaves." (Bukharee and Muslim)

Abu Sa'eed al-Khudree (ra) reported that the Prophet (swas) said:
" A muslim is not afflicted by hardship, sickness, sadness, worry, harm, or depression -
even if pricked by a thorn, but Allah expiates his sins because of that. " (Bukharee and
Muslim)

Sa'eed said, " I was with Salmaan (ra) when he visited a sick man in Kindah ( in Persia ), and he
said to him: " Expect good because Allah  makes a believers sickness an expiation (for his
sins) and a period of rest. However, when a disbeliever falls sick, he is like a camel whose
owner ties it then lets it loose - it does not understand why it was tied nor why it was freed.""
(Bukharee)

'Aishah (ra) narrated that once some pain afflicted the Prophet (swas) causing him to suffer and
turn about in his bed. she said: " Had one of us done this, you would have blamed him." He
(swas) replied:
" An ailment is intensified for the righteous. Whenever a believer is afflicted by a hardship,
whether it is a thorn or more, a sin is taken off from him because of it, and he is elevated by
one rank ( in Jannah). " (Ahmad)

Retaining rewards for deeds before sickness

Usually, when a believer falls sick, he would not be able to do the same amount of good
(prayer,fasting,helping Muslims etc) that he used to do when he was well. But Allah out of His
great mercy, continues to record for him the good deeds that he was forced to stop because of his
sickness. Abu Moosa Al-Ash'aree narrated that the Prophet (swas) said:
" For a travelling or sick person, his deeds will be recorded in accordance with what he
used to do when he was resident or well." (Bukharee)
'Abdullah Bin 'Amr reported that the Prophet (swas) said: " No (believing) person gets sick, but
(his deeds) will be recorded for him in accordance with what he used to do when he was
well." (Bukharee)
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Good speech for everyone:

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The Muslim does not slander,
curse, speak obscenely or speak rudely.” (Narrated by al-Tirmidhi, who said, this is a ghareeb
hasan hadeeth; it was classed as saheeh by al-Albaani).

Zakariya al-Ansaari said: “Backbiting about a kaafir is haraam if he is a dhimmi [a non-
Muslim living under Islamic rule], because that puts them off from accepting the jizyah and it is
going against the treaty of dhimmah (agreement between non-Muslim subjects and the Islamic
state) and the words of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). ‘Whoever
makes a snide comment to a dhimmi has earned Hell.’ (Narrated by Ibn Hibbaan in his
Saheeh). It is permissible (to backbite about a kaafir) if he is a harbi (one who is at war with
the Muslims), because the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) used to
command Hassaan to lampoon (imitate somebody's style in a humorous way) the mushrikeen.”
(Asna al-Mutaalib ma’a Haashiyatihi, vol. 3, p. 116)

Ahmad ibn Hajar al-Haythami said in al-Zawaajir ‘an Iqtiraaf al-Kabaa’ir (vol. 2, p. 27): “Al-
Ghazaali was asked about backbiting about a kaafir. He said: with regard to a Muslim, it is
forbidden for three reasons: causing offence; criticizing the creation of Allaah, for Allaah is the
Creator of the deeds of His slaves; and wasting time in something that is of no benefit. The first
is haraam, the second is makrooh, and the third is not the best thing that one can do. With regard
to the dhimmi, he is like the Muslim as far as not harming him is concerned, because the
Lawgiver protects his honour, blood and property. It was said in al-Khaadim, the first view is
correct. Ibn Hibbaan narrated in his Saheeh that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) said, ‘Whoever makes a snide comment to a Jew or a Christian deserves Hell.’ The
meaning of making a snide comment is to make someone hear something that will cause offence
to him. There is no stronger evidence than this, i.e., it is haraam. Al-Ghazaali said: with regard
to the harbi, the former is not haraam, and the second and third are makrooh. With regard to one
who commits bid’ah (innovation), if he is becomes a kaafir thereby, then he is like a harbi,
otherwise he is like a Muslim, but speaking of him with regard to his bid’ah is not makrooh. Ibn
al-Mundhir said, concerning the words of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him), “It is your mentioning about your brother that which he dislikes,” – this indicates that in
the case of one who is not your brother, such as a Jew or a Christian or a follower of any other
religion, or one whose bid’ah has put him beyond the pale of Islam, there is no backbiting in his
case.”

Generosity

It says in a saheeh hadeeth that Ibn ‘Umar said: “The Messenger of Allaah SAWS (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: ‘If someone does you a favour then give something
in return, and if you cannot find anything then make du’aa’ for him until you feel satisfied that
you have done something in return.’” (Narrated by al-Nasaa’i, al-Zakaah, 2520; classed as
saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh Sunan al-Nasaa’i, no. 2407).
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Al-Bukhaari narrated that Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “The Prophet
SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) owed a camel of a certain age to a man, who
came to ask for it back. The Prophet SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) told his
companions to give to him. They looked for a camel of the same age but they could find only a
camel which was a year older. The Prophet SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
told them to give it to him. The man said, ‘You have paid me in full and may Allaah pay you in
full.’ The Prophet SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, ‘The best among
you is the one who pays his debts in the most handsome manner.’” (al-Istiqraad wa Sadaad
al-Dayoon, 2393).

Be good to your neighbors (Al-Jaar)

Al-Jaar in the Qur'an and the Sunnah is one who is "next to" or "near"; it applies to those whose
dwelling is next to or near yours, but it is also used in the Qur'an to mean one who accompanies
you on a trip, at work or in a business or other venture. A Muslim can have three types of
neighbors each with a different level of rights over the Muslim:

1. Non-Muslims neighbors. They have the rights of neighbors.
2. Muslim neighbors. They have the rights of neighbors and of Muslims.
3. Muslim neighbor relatives. They have the rights of neighbors, Muslims and family

members.
4. 

This is based on the hadith of the Prophet (sas): "Neighbors are three [types]: a neighbor with
one right - that is the disbeliever neighbor - they have the rights of neighbors, a neighbor
with two rights - that is the Muslim neighbor - they have the rights of neighbors and of
Islam and a neighbor with three rights - they are the Muslim relatives - they have the rights
of neighbors, of Islam and of family ties."

Allah (swt) said: “And worship Allah and do not associate anything with Him. And be good to
your two parents, to your relatives, to orphans, to the poor, to the neighbor who is a
relative, to the neighbor who is just near you, to the companion by proximity, to the
traveller and to that which your right hand possesses. Verily, Allah does not love anyone
who is arrogant and boastful. Those who are miserly and who order the people with
miserliness and who hide the favors which Allah has given them. And we have created for the
disbelievers a humiliating punishment” (An-Nisaa: 36-37)

Ash-Shawkaani (abridged by Al-Ashqar) said about these verses:
"[the neighbor who is a relative] one who along with being a neigbor by dwelling is also
related by family ties. [the neighbor who is just near you] he is the stranger (unrelated)
neighbor and, it has been said, the Christian or Jewish neighbor. Every neighbor who is closer to
you has extra rights according to that closeness. [the companion by proximity] the companion
in travelling or while resident in acquiring knowledge, learning a trade, doing business or similar
pursuits. [the traveller] the one who passes your way on the road - it is obligatory on the
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resident one to do good toward such a one and treat him kindly. It has been said the meaning
here is the stranded traveller who is in difficulty. It has also been said that the meaning is the
guest. [that which your right hand possesses] i.e., male and female slaves. The Prophet (sas)
has ordered that they must be fed in the same manner as their possessors and dressed in like
manner. [arrogant] (Arabic: mukhtaal) one who is conceited, arrogant and haughty with people.
[boastful] (Arabic: fakhoor) al-fakhr is: praise of oneself, putting oneself above people and
listing one's credits. Allah does not love the people of arrogance and boastfulness. [those who
are miserly] in rendering what is due or obligatory [and who order the people with
miserliness] as if they feel diffulty in their hearts with the generosity of others with their
properties with uneasiness and shame. This is the maximum of lowliness and the epitome of
foolishness, shamelessness and ugliness of character."

The Prophet (sas) said:
"Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day let him not annoy his neighbor." Muslim &
Bukhari
"By Allah he has not believed, by Allah he has not believed, by Allah he has not believed."
It was said: Who, O Allah's Messenger? He (sas) said: "He whose neighbor is not safe from
his treachery." (Muslim & Bukhari)
Part of being neighbors is giving to one another and sharing.

"Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him be good to his neighbors." (Muslim)

Ibn Abbas said: "Three issues of characters which were loved in the jahiliya and the
Muslims are more appropriate to them: when a neighbor was in debt or difficulties or
hardship, the neighbors worked together to pay off that debt or to get him out of that
difficulty."

Al-Hassan Al-Basri said: "Good neighborliness is not just witholding your harm from your
neighbors. Good neighborliness includes being patient with irritations from your
neighbors."

A scholar of fiqh said: Good neighborliness includes four things:
1. To support him with what you have.
2. To not desire what he has.
3. To withhold your harm from him.
4. To be patient with his harm to you.

"A man came to the Prophet (sas) and complained about his neighbor. The Prophet (sas) said:
"Go back and be patient." He came a second and a third time and got the same reply. After
that, the Prophet (sas) said to him: "Put your things in the street." The man did so and the people
began passing by and asking him what was going on. When he informed them of his difficulties
with his neighbor, they said: May Allah do with him whatever He will and they made du'a
against him. Then his neighbor came out and said to him: My brother, return to your home and
you will never ever see from me that which you dislike again."
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"It is reported that Ibn Al-Maqfa' had next to his house a small house which he wished to buy to
add to his property, but his neighbor continued to refuse to sell it to him. Then that neighbor was
swamped with debts and was forced to sell his house and so he offered it to his neighbor Ibn Al-
Maqfa', but he said he had no need for it. He was asked: ‘Did you not want to buy his house?’ He
answered: ‘If I bought it now, I would violate the sanctity of neighborliness because he wants to
sell his house only because of poverty.’ Then he paid his neighbor the value of his house and
said to him: ‘Stay in your home and pay off your debts.’"

Rights of Muslims

It was narrated in Saheeh al-Bukhaari (1164) and Saheeh Muslim (4022) that Abu Hurayrah
(may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “I heard the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) say: ‘The rights of a Muslim over his fellow Muslim are five: returning
greetings, visiting the sick, attending funerals, accepting invitations, and saying Yarhamuk
Allaah (may Allaah have mercy on you) when he sneezes.’”

A hadeeth narrated by al-Bukhaari (4779) and Muslim (2585) from Abu Hurayrah says that the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The worst kind of food is the food
of a wedding feast that is withheld from those who would come and to which people are invited
who may refuse it. Whoever does not accept the invitation has disobeyed Allaah and His
Messenger.”

Repress anger

A kind word opens the doors to people’s hearts and removes enmity from them, and tolerance,
forgiveness and sincerity restore love between people.
“Repel (the evil) with one which is better (i.e., Allaah ordered the faithful believers to be patient
at the time of anger, and to excuse those who treat them badly), then verily! He between whom
and you there was enmity, (will become) as though he was a close friend. But none is
granted it (the above quality), except those who are patient, and none is granted it except the
owner of the great portion (of happiness in the Hereafter, i.e., Paradise, and in this world of a
high moral character)”(Fussilat 41:35).
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Encouraging good deeds
 (Aamal Saaliah):

Ibn ‘Umar said: “If I knew that Allaah had accepted even one good deed from me, death
would be the most dear thing to me, because Allaah says, ‘Verily, Allaah accepts only from
those who are al-Muttaaqoon (the pious)’” (al-Maa’idah 5:27).

Ibn Katheer (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “ ‘So whoever hopes for the Meeting with his
Lord’ means His reward; ‘let him work righteousness’ means actions that are done for the sake of
Allaah alone, with no partner or associate. These two factors form the basis for an acceptable
deed: it must be done sincerely for the sake of Allaah alone, and it must be correct and in
accordance with the sharee’ah of the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him).”

People who have many hasanaat (good deeds) to their credit, which outweigh these sayi’aat
(bad deeds). Allaah will forgive them for their bad deeds and admit them to Paradise. The Fire
will never touch them, as a kindness and blessing from Allaah. According to a hadeeth narrated
by Ibn ‘Umar (may Allaah be pleased with him), the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) said: “Allaah will bring the believer close and will shelter him with His screen, then
He will say, ‘Do you remember such and such a sin? Do you remember such and such a sin?’
and he will say, ‘Yes, O Lord,’ until He makes him confess his sins and he thinks that he is
doomed. Then [Allaah] will say, ‘I concealed it for you in the world and I forgive you for it
today.’ Then he will be given the book of his good deeds (hasanaat). But as for the kaafir and
the hypocrite, the witnesses will say, ‘These are the ones who lied against their Lord!’ No doubt!
the curse of Allaah is upon the zaalimoon (wrongdoers) [cf. Hood 11:18].’” (Narrated by al-
Bukhaari, 2441; Muslim, 2768).

Allaah says (interpretation): “So as for those whose Scale (of good deeds) will be heavy, they
will be the successful (by entering Paradise)” (al-A’raaf 7:8)

‘Abd-Allaah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas (may Allaah be pleased with them both) said: the Messenger
of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said to me, “O ‘Abd-Allaah, have I not
heard that you fast all day and pray all night?” I said, yes, O Messenger of Allaah. He said, “Do
not do that. Fast and break your fast, pray qiyaam and sleep, for your body has a right over
you, your eyes have a right over you, your wife has a right over you and your visitors have
a right over you. It is sufficient for you to fast three days of every month. For every good deed
(hasanah) you will be rewarded tenfold, so that will be like fasting for an entire lifetime.” But
I went to extremes and made things hard for myself. I said, O Messenger of Allaah, I can do
more than that. He said, “Then observe the fast of the Prophet of Allaah, Dawood (peace be upon
him), and no more.” I said, What is the fast of the Prophet of Allaah, Dawood (peace be upon
him)? He said, “Half a lifetime.” After he grew old, ‘Abd-Allaah used to say, I wish that I had
taken the easier option which the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) offered
me.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 1874; Muslim, 1159).
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Seeking knowledge:

Occupying oneself with seeking this knowledge and studying it properly is the pursuit of the
highest objective, and acquiring this knowledge is one of the best gifts a person may be given.

Knowing Allaah by His Most Beautiful Names increases one’s faith, as Shaykh ‘Abd al-
Rahmaan ibn Sa’di (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “Believing in and knowing the Most
Beautiful Names of Allaah includes the three types of Tawheed: Tawheed al-Ruboobiyyah (Unity
of Divine Lordship), Tawheed al-Uloohiyyah (Unity of the Divine Nature) and Tawheed al-
Asma’ wa’l-Sifaat (Unity of the Divine Names and Attributes).
These three types of Tawheed form the essence and joy of faith (the word translated here as
“joy” implies peace and relief from stress), and this knowledge is the basis and purpose of faith.
The more a person learns about the Names and Attributes of Allaah, the more his faith increases
and the stronger his conviction becomes.” (Al-Tawdeeh wa’l-Bayaan li Shajarat al-Eemaan by
al-Sa’di, p. 41).

“And follow not (O man, i.e., say not, or do not, or witness not) that of which you have no
knowledge. Verily, the hearing, and the sight, and the heart of each of those ones will be
questioned (by Allâh)” (Al-Israa’ 17:36)

Being deprived of knowledge for knowledge is light that Allaah causes to reach the heart, and sin
extinguishes that light. When al-Shaafa’i sat before Maalik and read to him, he admired him
because of the intelligence, alertness and understanding that he saw in him. He said, “I think that
Allaah has caused light to enter your heart, so do not extinguish it with the darkness of sin.”

One of the ways of gaining knowledge is to learn from a scholar who is trustworthy with regard
to his knowledge and his religious commitment. This way is quicker and is more reliable,
because in the first method the seeker of knowledge may go astray without realizing it, either
because of misunderstanding or because he is lacking in knowledge, or for some other reason.
The student should prioritize and read books which summarize knowledge before studying it in
depth. In this manner he will progress gradually. He should not move on to the next level before
he has thoroughly grasped the current level; in this way his progress will be sound.

“Whomever Allaah wills good for, He causes him to understand the religion.” And
“whoever gains knowledge has gained great good fortune” – because Allaah says
(interpretation of the meaning):
“Allaah will exalt in degree those of you who believe, and those who have been granted
knowledge” (al-Mujaadilah 58:11)

Narrated by Ibn Maajah from the hadeeth of Anas ibn Maalik: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: ‘Seeking knowledge is obligatory upon every
Muslim.’” (220. Classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh Sunan Ibn Maajah. What is meant
by knowledge here is knowledge of sharee’ah (Islamic knowledge). Al-Thawri said: “It is the
knowledge for which no person has any excuse for not knowing.” And Allaah knows best.
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“It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves that fear Allaah” (Faatir 35:28)

“but none will understand them except those who have knowledge” (al-‘Ankaboot 29:43)

“And they will say: “Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we would not have been
among the dwellers of the blazing Fire!””  (al-Mulk 67:10)

And He said: “Are those who know equal to those who know not?” (al-Zumar 39:9)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Knowledge is gained by
striving for it.”

It was narrated that Qays ibn Katheer said: “A man came from Madeenah to Abu’l-Darda’ in
Damascus and he said, ‘What brought you here, my brother?’ He said, ‘A hadeeth which I have
heard that you narrate from the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him).’ He said, ‘Have you come for any other reason?’ He said, ‘No.’ He said, ‘Have you come
for trade?’ He said, ‘No. I have only come to seek this hadeeth.’ He said, ‘I heard the Messenger
of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) say, “Whoever follows a path to seek
knowledge, Allaah will make easy for him the path to Paradise. The angels beat their wings
in approval of the seeker of knowledge, and those who are in the heavens and on earth pray
for forgiveness for the scholar, even the fish in the water. The superiority of the scholar
over the worshipper is like the superiority of the moon over all other heavenly bodies. The
scholars are the heirs of the Prophets, for the Prophets did not leave behind dinars or
dirhams, rather they left behind knowledge, so whoever gains knowledge has gained great
good fortune .’” (narrated by al-Tirmidhi, 2606; classed as saheeh by al-Albaani).

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “The thing that I fear most for
you is minor shirk.” He was asked what that was, and he said, “Showing off.” “When a man
stands up to pray and he makes his prayer beautiful because he thinks that the people are looking
at him.” On the Day of Resurrection, Allaah will say to those who show off, “Go to those for
whom you used to show off in the world, and see whether you find any reward with them.”
Showing off means that you do something with the aim of people seeing you and praising you;
reputation is a part of that. It is essential to beware of that and to do what you do for the sake of
Allaah. You should learn in order to act upon that knowledge and to teach it, helping others, and
hope for the reward that is with Allaah.

Jihad (struggling in the path of Allaah)

Jihaad (holy fighting in Allaah’s Cause) is ordained for you (Muslims) though you dislike it, and
it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you and that you like a thing which is bad for
you. Allaah knows but you do not know” (Al-Baqarah 2:216)
“The shaheed will be married to seventy-two hoor al-‘iyn”
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Jihad al-nafs (jihad against one’s self) and jihad al-Shaytaan (jihad against the Shaytaan) are
obligatory upon everyone who is accountable. Jihad against the munaafiqeen (hypocrites),
kaafirs (disbelievers) and leaders of oppression and innovation is obligatory upon the
community as a whole. Physical jihad (i.e. fighting) against the kaafirs may become an
individual obligation upon everyone who is able to do it in certain circumstances, which will
be described below.

Jihad al-nafs (jihad against one’s self) is of four kinds:

1 – Striving to learn the teachings of Islam without which one cannot attain success and
happiness in this world or in the Hereafter.

2 – Striving to make oneself act in accordance with what one has learned.

3 – Striving to call others to Islam, teaching those who do not know about it.

4 – Striving to bear patiently the difficulties involved in calling people to Allaah and the
insults of people; bearing all that for the sake of Allaah.

If a person achieves all these four levels, then he will be one of the rabbaaniyyeen (learned
men of religion who practise what they know and also preach to others. Cf. Aal ‘Imraan
3:79).

Jihad against the Shaytaan is of two types:

1 – Warding off the doubts that he stirs up to undermine faith (certainty of faith).

2 – Striving against him to ward off the corrupt desires that he provokes (patience).

 “And We made from among them (Children of Israel), leaders, giving guidance under Our
Command, when they were patient and used to believe with certainty in Our Ayaat (proofs,
evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.)” (al-Sajdah 32:24)

So leadership in religion is attained through patience and certainty of faith. Patience wards
off desires and certainty wards off doubts.

Jihad against the kaafirs and hypocrites:

It is of four kinds: with the heart, the tongue, one’s wealth and oneself.

These are the thirteen types of jihad, and “Whoever dies without having fought or having
resolved to fight has died following one of the branches of hypocrisy.” (Narrated by
Muslim, 1910).

Muhammad (swas) became Prophet with the word ‘Iqra (Read!).

Then Allaah commanded him to warn his closest kinsmen, then to warn his people, then to
warn the Arabs around them, then to warn all the Arabs, then to warn all of mankind.
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He continued to call them for over ten years from the beginning of his Prophethood, without
fighting or imposing the jizyah; he was commanded to refrain, to be patient and to be
forbearing.

Then permission was given to him to migrate, and permission was given to him to fight.

Then he was commanded to fight those who fought him, and to refrain from fighting those
who left him alone and did not fight him.

Then Allaah commanded him to fight the mushrikeen so that the religion would all be for
Allaah.

After jihad was enjoined upon him, the kaafirs then fell into three categories: those with
whom there was a truce or peace treaty; those with whom he was at war; and those who lived
under the rule and protection of the Islamic state.

Ibn Qudaamah said: “Jihaad is an obligation upon the community (fard kafaayah); if some
people undertake it (fard ‘ayn), the rest are relieved of the obligation.”

All Muslims are enjoined to support their brothers with their selves or with money, weapons,
du’aa’, da’wah and advice.

Physical jihad against the kaafirs becomes obligatory:

1 – When the Muslim is present in a jihad situation (a city is besieged).

2 – When the enemy has come and attacked a Muslim land

3 – When the ruler mobilizes the people, they must respond. The Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Listen and obey, even if you are ruled by an
Abyssinian slave.” So if a man becomes a leader, then his word is to be heeded and his
commands are to obeyed.

4 – When a person is needed and no one else can do the task except him.

Striving

Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir said: “I struggled against my own self for forty years until it
became right.” Thaabit al-Banaani said: “I struggled for twenty years to make myself pray
qiyaam al-layl, and I enjoyed it (qiyaam al-layl) for twenty years.” ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Azeez
said: “The best of deeds are those which we force ourselves to do.” ‘Abd-Allaah ibn al-
Mubaarak said: “The souls of righteous people in the past used to push them to do good deeds,
but our souls do not do what we want them to do except by force, so we have to force them.”
Qutaadah said: “O son of Adam, if you do not want to do any good except when you have the
energy for it, then your nature is more inclined towards boredom and laziness. The true believer
is the one who pushes himself.”
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The Lord shall reward those who surrender their purpose to Him and remain steadfast, neither
fear nor grief shall overcome them. -Qur'an, Al-Baqara, Surah 2:112 "Those who believe (in the
Oneness of God - Monotheism), and whose hearts find rest in the rememberance of Allah.
Verily, in the rememberance of Allah do hearts find rest." (Quran Ar-Ra'd 13:28)

Yahyaa ibn Mu’aadh said: “The medicine of the heart is five things: reading Qur’aan and
pondering the meaning, having an empty stomach, praying at night (qiyaam al-layl),
beseeching Allaah at the time of suhoor, and keeping company with righteous people .”

“My slave does not draw near to Me with anything more beloved to Me than the religious
duties I have enjoined upon him, and My slave continues to draw near to Me with
supererogatory works so that I will love him, When I love him, I am his hearing with which
he hears, he seeing with which he sees, his hand with which he strikes and his foot with
which he walks. Were he to ask [something] of Me, I would surely give it to him, and were
he to ask Me for refuge, I would surely grant him it.” (al-Bukhaari, 6502).

“You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything)” (Al-
Faatihah 1:5)

“So worship Him (O Muhammad) and put your trust in Him” (Hood 11:123)

“In Him I trust and unto Him I repent” (Hood 11:88)

“So seek your provision from Allaah (Alone), and worship Him (Alone), and be grateful to
Him” (Al-‘Ankaboot 29:17)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) used to seek refuge with Allaah in his
du’aa’s from feeling helpless and laziness, and he taught us to strive to do things which will
benefit us in this world and in the Hereafter. He told us: “Strive to do that which will benefit
you, and seek the help of Allaah, and do not feel helpless.” (Narrated by Muslim, no. 4816).

Steadfast

It was narrated from Anas ibn Maalik that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) used to say often: “O Controller of the hearts, make my heart steadfast
in adhering to Your religion.” I [Anas] said: “O Messenger of Allaah, we believe in you and
that which you have brought, do you still fear for us?” He said, “Yes, for people’s hearts are
between two of the fingers of the Most Merciful and He turns them as He wills.” (Narrated
by al-Tirmidhi (2140); classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Tirmidhi, 2792).

The two rak’ahs which will expiate for sin

How to perform the two rak’ahs which will expiate for sin.
In summary:
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He should perform wudoo’. “There is no-one who performs wudoo’ and performs it well, but his
sins will fall from the washed limbs with the water or with the last drop of water.”
He should do wudoo’ well. Doing wudoo’ well includes saying “Bismillaah” at the beginning,
and reciting some du’aa’s afterwards, such as “Ash-hadu an laa ilaaha ill-Allaah wahdahu laa
shareeka lah, wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa rasooluhu” or “Allaahumma’j’alni
min al-tawwaabeen wa’j’alni min al-mutahhareen (O Allaah, make me one of those who repent
and make me one of those who are purified)” or “Subhaanak Allaahumma wa bi hamdika ash-
hadu an laa ilaaha illa anta, astaghfiruka wa atoobu ilayk (Glory and praise be to you O Allah. I
bear witness that there is no god but You. I seek Your forgiveness and I repent to You).” Saying
any of these du’aa’s after wudoo’ will bring a great reward.
He should stand and offer two rak’ahs of prayer.
He should not make any mistakes or forget any part of the prayer.
He should not let his thoughts wander.
He should concentrate properly and think of Allaah whilst praying.
Then he should seek the forgiveness of Allaah.
The result will be that his previous sins will be forgiven, and he will be assured of Paradise.
(Saheeh al-Targheeb, 1/94,95)

Invitation to Islam (Da’wah):

“Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good (Islam), enjoining Al-
Ma‘roof (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and forbidding Al-
Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden). And it is they who are the
successful” (Al ‘Imraan 3:104)

“By Al‘Asr (the time).
Verily, man is in loss,
Except those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous good deeds, and
recommend one another to the truth [i.e. order one another to perform all kinds of good deeds
(Al-Ma‘roof) which Allaah has ordained, and abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds (Al-
Munkar) which Allaah has forbidden], and recommend one another to patience (for the
sufferings, harms, and injuries which one may encounter in Allaah’s Cause during preaching His
religion of Islamic Monotheism or Jihad)”
(al-‘Asr 103:1-3)

Warding off doubts

“And whosoever puts his trust in Allaah, then He will suffice him”  (al-Talaaq 65:3)

Warding off hardship
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And whosoever fears Allaah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make a way for him to get
out (from every difficulty)." (al-Talaaq 65:2)

"Allaah will grant after hardship, ease."  (Al-Talaaq 65:7)

Ward off Al-Fitan (fitnah: test, trouble)

Al-Fitan in the Arabic language is the plural of Fitnah, which means calamity, trial and test. It
means to be tried, tested with what is good or with what is bad.
Fitnah can also mean Shirk.

Some Causes for Al-Fitan

Corruption in the intention and following the desires: Allah Almighty said: “O Dawood (David)!
Verily! We have placed you as a successor on earth, so judge you between men in truth (and
justice) and follow not your desire for it will mislead you from the Path of Allah” (Quraan,
38:26)

Ignorance and discarding knowledge.

Following the vague and unclear texts while discarding the clear and direct ones: Allah said: “So
as for those in whose hearts there is a deviation (from the truth) they follow that which is not
entirely clear thereof, seeking Al-Fitnah, and seeking for its hidden meanings” (Qur’aan,
3:7).

Exaggeration and exceeding the limits: Islam is the religion of moderation. The Messenger said:
"Beware of exceeding the limits, for this had destroyed those who were before you. It led
them to kill each other and violate each others’ honor." (Ibn Majah & Al-‘Hakim).

Examples of Today’s Fitan

The Fitnah of money and possessions.

The Fitnah of women.
The Prophet said: "There is no Fitnah more harmful for men than women." (Al-Bukhari &
Muslim)
This happens when women do not respect the hijab and wear all kinds of seductive clothing and
apply all kinds of alluring perfumes and makeup, softening the voice, seductive walk, etc.

The Fitnah of following the vague and unclear Texts:
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This has caused the emergence of many deviant sects and those who follow their desires. Such
are those who innovate, those who cause harm to Muslims, those who call others to rebel against
the rulers, those who claim that other people are Kafirs, etc.

The Fitnah of imitating the Kuffar (non-Muslims) by imitating people from the West.

How to Face Al-Fitan

Seeking refuge with Allah: from the Fitan, by saying, "A’oothu Billahi Mina Ash-Shaytan Ar-
Rajeem," for Allah is the only One who can grant us refuge and aid us if a calamity befalls us.
The Prophet said: "When the one of you finishes the last Tashahhud, then let him seek
refuge with Allah from four: The torment of Hellfire, the torment of the grave, the Fitnah
of living and dying, and from the Fitnah of Al-Masi’h Ad-Dajjal (the False Messiah)." (Al-
Bukhari & Muslim).

Holding fast to the Quran and Sunnah: Allah said: Whoever follows My Guidance shall neither
go astray, nor fall into distress and misery. (Qur’aan, 20:123).

Also, the Prophet said: "Therefore, follow my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly-guided
Caliphs after me, hold on to it with your teeth." (At-Tirmithi & Ibn Majah).

Seeking beneficial religious knowledge.

Staying with the Jama’ah and following the leaders and rulers: When the Messenger of Allah
was asked by ‘Huthayfah about the Fitan and evil, what should he do if he encounters them, he
said to him, "Stay with the Muslim Jama’ah and their leader." ‘Huthayfah asked him, "What
if there was no Jama’ah nor leader?" He said, "Then stay away from all these groups, even if
you would remain by a tree biting on its roots, until you die while doing this" (Al-Bukhari).

Fearing Allah and implementing His commandments.

Avoiding Kufr / Ikhlaas (sincerity)

Kufr in Arabic means ‘covering’ and ‘concealing’ something.
In shar’i terminology it means “not believing in Allaah and His Messenger, whether that is
accompanied by denial or it is not accompanied by denial but rather doubt, or turning away from
faith out of jealousy or arrogance, or because one is following whims and desires that prevent
one from following the message. So kufr is the attribute of everyone who rejects something that
Allaah has commanded us to believe in, after news of that has reached him, whether he rejects it
in his heart without uttering it, or he speaks those words of rejection without believing it in his
heart, or he does both; or he does an action which is described in the texts as putting one beyond
the pale of faith.” (See Majmoo’ al-Fataawa by Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah, 12/335; al-
Ihkaam fi Usool al-Ahkaam by Ibn Hazam, 1/45)
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“And of mankind, there are some (hypocrites) who say: ‘We believe in Allaah and the Last Day,’
while in fact they believe not.
They (think to) deceive Allaah and those who believe, while they only deceive themselves, and
perceive (it) not!
In their hearts is a disease (of doubt and hypocrisy) and Allaah has increased their disease. A
painful torment is theirs because they used to tell lies.
And when it is said to them: ‘Make not mischief on the earth,’ they say: ‘We are only
peacemakers.’
Verily, they are the ones who make mischief, but they perceive not.
And when it is said to them (hypocrites): ‘Believe as the people (followers of Muhammad, Al-
Ansaar and Al-Muhajiroon) have believed,’ they say: ‘Shall we believe as the fools have
believed?’ Verily, they are the fools, but they know not.
And when they meet those who believe, they say: ‘We believe,’ but when they are alone with
their Shayaateen (devils — polytheists, hypocrites), they say: ‘Truly, we are with you; verily, we
were but mocking.’
Allaah mocks at them and gives them increase in their wrong-doing to wander blindly.
These are they who have purchased error for guidance, so their commerce was profitless. And
they were not guided.
Their likeness is as the likeness of one who kindled a fire; then, when it lighted all around him,
Allaah took away their light and left them in darkness. (So) they could not see.
They are deaf, dumb, and blind, so they return not (to the Right Path).
Or like a rainstorm from the sky, wherein is darkness, thunder, and lightning. They thrust their
fingers in their ears to keep out the stunning thunderclap for fear of death. But Allaah ever
encompasses the disbelievers (i.e. Allaah will gather them all together).
The lightning almost snatches away their sight, whenever it flashes for them, they walk therein,
and when darkness covers them, they stand still. And if Allaah willed, He could have taken away
their hearing and their sight. Certainly, Allaah has power over all things” (Al-Baqarah 2:8-20)

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “All that stands between a person
and kufr is his not praying.” (Reported by Muslim, Ahmad, Abu Dawood and Ibn Maajah).

Being sincere towards Allaah, as He has commanded us to be sincere towards Him and none
other in our deeds. He tells us (interpretation of the meaning): “And they were commanded not,
but that they should worship Allaah, and worship none but Him Alone…” (Al-Bayyinah 98:5).
The more sincere a person is towards Allaah, the more he will be guided and helped to obey
Allaah and draw closer to Him. Ubayy ibn Ka’b (may Allaah be pleased with him) reported that
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Give glad tidings to this ummah
of splendour, religion, high rank, victory and prevalence on earth. Whoever does the deeds of the
Hereafter to gain some worldly benefit, will have no share of the Hereafter.” (Reported by
Ahmad. Saheeh al-Jaami’, 2825).

Mutarraf ibn ‘Abd-Allaah ibn al-Shakheer said: “The goodness of a deed is related to the
goodness of the heart, and the goodness of the heart is related to the goodness of the intention.”
Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “The degree to which a person is helped
and aided by Allaah depends on the degree of his intention, drive, aim and hopes. Help from
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Allaah comes to people in proportion to their drive, intention, hopes and fears, and failure comes
to them in like manner.”

Follow up a bad deed with a good deed

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) advised Mu’aadh, when he sent him to
Yemen, “O Mu’aadh, fear Allaah wherever you are, and follow up a bad deed with a good
deed, and it will wipe it out, and treat people in a kind manner.”

Protect other people’s honor:

If the person entrusted it to him on the basis that it was a secret, then it is not permissible for him
to spread it, because the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “A
conversation in a gathering is a trust.” Similarly, if spreading it will result in harm to his
Muslim brother, that is not permitted because the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him) said: “There should be neither harming nor reciprocating harm.” Similarly, if
spreading it will result in scandal for a sinning Muslim brother whose sin has been concealed by
Allaah, it is not permissible to spread it. But if spreading it will serve a shar’i interest and benefit
the person or people in general, and the person did not state the condition that it had to be kept a
secret, then it is o.k. to spread it in that case, indeed one may be rewarded for that..

Fulfil vows

Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “Verily, the abraar (pious, who fear Allaah and
avoid evil), shall drink a cup (of wine) mixed with water from a spring in Paradise called
Kaafoor, a spring wherefrom the slaves of Allaah will drink, causing it to gush forth abundantly.
They (are those who) fulfil their vows, and they fear a Day whose evil will be
widespreading.” (Al-Dahr 76:5-7).

Fulfilling legitimate (shar’i) vows is obligatory according to sharee’ah. Allaah says
(interpretation of the meaning): “Then let them complete the prescribed duties (manaasik of
Hajj) for them, and perform their vow” (Al-Hajj 22:29).

Numerous ahaadeeth have been reported from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) discouraging vows and describing them as makrooh. Abu Hurayrah said: “The
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: ‘Do not make vows, for
vows do not change qadar (the divine decree) in the slightest, but they make the stingy
person give something up.’” (Reported by Muslim).

The answer is that the kind of vow that is praised is the vow to do acts of worship that are not
connected to anything – i.e., not conditional upon anything – which makes a man force himself
to do acts of worship and prevent himself from being lazy, or in thanksgiving for some blessing.
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Must be fulfilled every vow which involves a promise to do some kind of act of worship, such as
praying, fasting, performing ‘Umrah or Hajj, upholding family ties, doing I’tikaaf (retreat for
worship in the mosque), jihaad, enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil. For example,
a person may say, “It is my duty towards Allaah to fast such-and-such (days)” or to give such-
and-such in charity, or to go for Hajj this year, or to pray two rak’ahs in al-Masjid al-Haraam [in
Makkah] in thanksgiving to Allaah for curing a sick person. Or he may make a vow of doing
some act of worship conditional upon something that will benefit him if it happens, so he says,
“If my absent loved one returns or Allaah protects me from the evil of my enemy, I will fast
such-and-such (days) or give such-and-such in charity.”

Backbiting & suspicion

In The Name Of Allah The Most Gracious The Most Merciful Ayah Surah Al-Hujuraat(49)
Ayah 12:
“O you who believe! Avoid much suspicions, indeed some suspicions are sins. And spy not,
neither backbite one another. Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? You
would hate it (so hate backbiting). And fear Allah. Verily, Allah is the One Who accepts
repentance, Most Merciful.”

Abu Hurayrah reports that a man said, “O Messenger of Allaah, I have relatives with whom I
uphold the ties of kinship but they cut me off; I treat them well but they mistreat me; I am patient
with them but they treat me in an ignorant manner.” The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) said: “If it is as you say, then it is as if you are stuffing hot ashes [in their mouths],
and you will have with you [an angel] from Allaah to support you against them so long as you
continue to be like that.” (Narrated by Muslim, no. 2285).

However, warning others about a person who does evil and commits major sins is obligatory
(waajib). If a Muslim fears that his brothers may be harmed by those people’s actions, he must
advise them and tell them about these evildoers, so that no one will fall into their trap. It is also
obligatory to advise the evildoers and those who commit major sins, so that perhaps Allaah may
guide them.

“O you who believe! Avoid much suspicion; indeed some suspicions are sins. And spy not,
neither backbite one another…” (Al-Hujuraat 49:12)

Abu Moosa – radi Allaahu ‘anhu – said: I asked Allah’s Messenger, ‘Who out of the Muslims is
the best?’ He replied, “Those whom the other Muslims are safe from his tongue and hands.”
(Agreed Upon )

Serving others

‘Abd-Allaah ibn ‘Umar said: the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:
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“Each of you is a shepherd and each of you will be questioned [about those under his care].
The leader is a shepherd and will be questioned. A man is the shepherd of his family and will be
questioned. A woman is the shepherd of her husband’s house and she will be questioned. A slave
is the shepherd of his master’s wealth and will be questioned. Each of you is a shepherd and each
of you will be questioned [about those under his care].” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 4892; Muslim,
1829).

A woman serving her husband

Imaam al-Bukhaari (may Allaah have mercy on him) reported in his Saheeh that Asma’ bint Abi
Bakr (may Allaah be pleased with her) said: “I got married to al-Zubayr, and he had no wealth
on earth and no slaves, nothing except a camel for bringing water and his horse. I used to feed
his horse and bring water, and I used to sew patches on the bucket. I made dough but I was not
good at baking bread, so my (female) neighbours among the Ansaar used to bake bread for me,
and they were sincere women. I used to bring date pits from al-Zubayr’s land that the Messenger
of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) had given to him, carrying them on my
head. This land was two-thirds of a farsakh away. One day I came, carrying the date pits on
my head, and I met the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him),
who had a group of the Ansaar with him. He called me and made his camel kneel down, for
me to ride behind him, but I felt too shy to go with the men, and I remembered al-Zubayr and
his jealousy, for he was the most jealous of people. The Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) realized that I felt shy, so he moved on. I came to al-Zubayr
and told him, ‘I met the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) when
I was carrying date pits on my head, and he had a group of his companions with him. He made
his camel kneel down for me to ride with him, but I remembered your jealousy.’ He said, ‘By
Allaah, it bothers me more that you have to carry the date pits than that you should ride with
him.’” Asma’ said: “After that, Abu Bakr sent me a servant to take care of the horse, and it was
as if I had been liberated from slavery” (Reported by al-Bukhaari, Fath, 9/319).

In the commentary on the hadeeth of Asma’, it says: from this incident we may understand that it
is the woman’s duty to take care of everything that her husband needs her to take care of.
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqallaani said: “It seems that this incident – Asma’ carrying the date pitss to help
her husband – and other similar incidents were the matter of necessity, namely that her husband
al-Zubayr and other Muslim men were preoccupied with jihaad and other things that the
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) had commanded them to do,
and they did not have time to take care of domestic matters themselves, and could not afford to
hire servants to do that for them, and there was no one else who could do that apart from their
womenfolk. So the women used to take care of the home and whoever lived in it, so that the men
could devote their time to supporting Islam.”
Women of this time did not only take care of their husbands, they also took care of those who
were dependent on their husbands and lived in their houses.

A man taking care of his family:
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It was reported from al-Hasan that ‘Ubayd-Allaah ibn Ziyaad visited Ma’qil ibn Yassaar during
his final illness. Ma’qil said to him, I will tell you a hadeeth which I heard from the Messenger
of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). I heard the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him) say:
“There is no person to whom Allaah has given people to take care of, and he fails to take
care of them properly, but he will not smell the fragrance of Paradise.” (Narrated by al-
Bukhaari, 6731; Muslim, 142)

‘Awn ibn Abi Juhayfah narrated that his father said: the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) established brotherhood (mu’aakhah) between Salmaan and Abu’l-Dardaa’.
Salmaan visited Abu’l-Dardaa’ and noticed that Umm al-Dardaa’ appeared scruffy and unkempt
(this was before the aayah of hijaab was revealed). He said to her, What is the matter with you?
She said, Your brother Abu’l-Dardaa’ has no need of this world. Then Abu’l-Dardaa’ came (to
visit him). He made some food for him, and said, Eat. [Abu’l-Dardaa’] said, I am fasting.
[Salmaan] said, I will not eat until you eat. So he ate. When night came, Abu’l-Dardaa’ went to
pray qiyaam, but [Salmaan] said to him, Sleep, so he slept. Then he wanted to get up for qiyaam,
but [Salmaan] said, Sleep. When the last part of the night came, Salmaan said, Now get up. So
they prayed, then Salmaan said to him, Your Lord has a right over you, your soul has a right
over you and your wife has a right over you, so give each one his due . He [Abu’l-Dardaa’]
went to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and told him about that. The
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “Salmaan is right.” (Narrated by al-
Bukhaari, 1867).

Warding off sins:

‘Abd-Allaah ibn ‘Abbaas said: “Good deeds make the face light, give light to the heart, and
bring about ample provision, physical strength and love in people’s hearts. Bad deeds make
the face dark, give darkness to the heart, and bring about physical weakness, a lack of provision
and hatred in people’s hearts.”
Abu Saalih said that “whatever of evil befalls you, is from yourself” means “because of your
sin, and I [Allaah] am the One Who decreed it for you.” (Tafseer Ibn Katheer).

The Prophet (May peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Allah, Mighty and Sublime be He,
revealed that: For Muslim men and women; for believing men and women; for devout men
and women, for true men and women; for men and women who are patient and constant; for
men and women who humble themselves; for men and women who give in charity; for men
and women who fast; for men and women who guard their chastity; and for men and women
who engage much in Allah’s remembrance for them has Allah prepared forgiveness and great
reward.” (Verse 35, Surat al-Ahzab, or the Confederates.)

No cheating
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Cheating in buying and selling

“Woe to Al Mutaffifoon (those who give less in measure and weight). Those who, when they
have to receive by measure from men, demand full measure, And when they have to give by
measure or weight to (other) men, give less than due” (al-Mutaffifeen 83:1)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) passed by a pile of food and put his
hand into it, and his fingers touched something wet. He said, “What is this, O seller of the food?”
The man said, “It got rained on, O Messenger of Allaah.” He said, “Why did you not put it (the
wet part) on top of the pile so that the people could see it? He who deceives does not belong to
me.” According to other reports, “He who deceives us is not one of us,” or, “He is not one of us
who deceives us.” (Narrated by Muslim).

The Prophet says: “Delaying the repayment of debt by a rich person is an injustice.”
“Rich” in this Hadith means a person who has the money to repay the debt, even if this leaves
him with what is sufficient only for his basic needs.

Cheating in matters of marriage

A kind of cheating in marriage is to pretend to have something that is not possessed or to be
pious or to promise something that is not ment to be kept or to concealing some sickness or fault.
Some guardians marry off without making the effort to find out about the other party’s religious
committment.

Cheating in naseehah (sincere advice)

The believer is the mirror of his brother, so if he sees some fault in him he should correct it.
Sincerity means refraining from harming the Muslims, teaching them about matters of their
religion of which they are unaware, and helping them to adhere to it in word and in deed,
covering their faults, filling their gaps, warding off harm from them, bringing things that will
benefit them, enjoining what is good upon them and forbidding what is evil in a kind and sincere
manner, showing compassion towards them, respecting their elders, being merciful towards their
young, giving them good advice and choosing the appropriate time for doing so, loving for them
what one loves for oneself of goodness and hating for them what one hates for oneself of disliked
things.

Cheating in positions of authority

It was narrated that Ma’qal ibn Yassaar al-Muzani (may Allaah be pleased with him) said during
his final illness: “I heard the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
say: ‘There is no person whom Allaah has put in a position of authority and he dies on the
day he dies cheating those under his authority, but Allaah will forbid Paradise for him.’”
This was narrated by al-Bukhaari and Muslim; this version was narrated by Muslim. According
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to one of the two versions narrated by al-Bukhaari: “There is no Muslim whom Allaah places in
a position of authority over people and he is not sincere towards them, but he will not smell the
fragrance of Paradise.”

So an employee must be sincere in his work and do it in the manner required by sharee’ah,
without cheating or deceiving anyone, and without delaying work for people. He should realize
that he will stand before Allaah and that Allaah has only given him this job so that he can be
sincere towards the Muslims.
Similarly a father must be sincere towards his children and not neglect their upbringing, rather he
must do all that he can to save himself and his children from a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and
stones, over which are appointed angels stern and severe (cf. al-Tahreem 66:6).

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “How many people have caused misery
to their own children, the apples of their eyes, in this world and in the Hereafter, by
neglecting them, not disciplining them, encouraging them to follow their whims and
desires, thinking that they were honouring them when they were in fact humiliating them,
that they were being merciful to them when in fact they were wronging them. They have
not benefited from having a child, and they have made the child lose his share in this world
and in the Hereafter. If you think about the corruption of children you will see that in most
cases it is because of the parents.”
(Tuhfat al-Mawlood, p. 146)

Cheating in exams

It was narrated that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:
‘Whoever cheats us is not one of us.’ This includes cheating in dealing with others and cheating
in exams

“Verily, your Lord is Ever Watchful (over them)” [al-Fajr 89:14]

Fear bidah (innovations)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him): “Part of a man's being a good
Muslim is that he should leave alone that which does not concern him.”

And say to My slaves (i.e. the true believers of Islamic Monotheism) that they should (only) say
those words that are the best. (Because) Shaytaan (Satan) verily, sows a state of conflict and
disagreements among them. Surely, Shaytaan (Satan) is to man a plain enemy” (al-Israa’
17:53)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever innovates something
in this matter of ours [i.e., Islam] that is not a part of it, will have it rejected.”
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Do not waste time:

“Everything other than remembering Allah is (considered) wasteful play except four: a
man humoring his wife, a man training his horse, a man walking between targets (learning
archery), and man learning swimming," narrated by An-Nasaa'i and authenticated by Al-
Albaani (Sahih Al-Jami' 4534).

Practice justice / fairness / equality:

Not one single letter in the Qur’aan enjoins equality, rather it enjoins justice.
“Verily, Allaah enjoins Al-‘Adl (i.e. justice)” (Al-Nahl 16:90)

“And that when you judge between men, you judge with justice” (Al-Nisa’ 4:58)

“Say: Are those who know equal to those who know not?” (Al-Zumar 39:9)

“Say: Is the blind equal to the one who sees? Or darkness equal to light?” (Al-Ra’d 13:16)

“Not equal among you are those who spent and fought before the conquering (of Makkah, with
those among you who did so later” (Al-Hadeed 57:10)

“Not equal are those of the believers who sit (at home), except those who are disabled (by injury
or are blind or lame), and those who strive hard and fight in the Cause of Allaah with their
wealth and their live” (Al-Nisa’ 4:95)

 Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning):
“Say: ‘Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from: Join not anything in worship
with him; be good and dutiful to your parents; kill not your children because of poverty – We
provide sustenance for you and for them; come not near to al-fawaahish (shameful sins, illegal
sexual intercourse, etc.), whether committed openly or secretly; and kill not anyone whom
Allaah has forbidden, except for a just cause (according to Islamic law). This He has
commanded you that you may understand.

And come not near to the orphan’s property, except to improve it, until he (or she) attains
the age of full strength; and give full measure and full weight with justice. We burden not
any person, but that which he can bear. And whenever you give your word (i.e., judge between
men or give evidence, etc.), say the truth even if a near relative is concerned, and fulfil the
Covenant of Allaah. This He commands you, that you may remember.
And, verily, this (i.e., Allaah’s commandments mentioned in the above two verses) is my
Straight Path, so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His
Path. This He has ordained for you that you may become al-muttaqoon (the pious).” (Al-An’aam
6:151-153)
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“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to your
parents. If one or them or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a word of
disrespect, nor shout at them, but address them in terms of honour.
And lower unto them the wing of submission and humility through mercy, and say: ‘My
Lord! Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did bring me up when I was small.’
Your Lord knows best what is in your inner-selves. If you are righteous, then, verily, He is ever
Most-Forgiving to those who turn unto Him again and again in obedience, and in repentance.
And give to the kindred his due and to the poor and to the wayfarer. But spend not
wastefully (your wealth) in the manner of a spendthrift (who spends money prodigally).
Verily, spendthrifts are brothers of the shayaateen (devils), and the Shaytaan (Satan) is ever
ungrateful to his Lord.
And if you turn away from them (kindred, poor, wayfarers, etc. whom We have ordered you to
give their rights, but if you have no money at the time they ask you for it) and you are awaiting a
mercy from your Lord for which you hope, then, speak unto them a soft kind word (i.e., Allaah
will give to me and I will give to you).
And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your neck, not stretch it forth to its utmost reach
(like a spendthrift), so that you become blameworthy and in severe poverty.
Truly, your Lord enlarges the provision for whom He wills and straitens (for whom He wills).
Verily, He is Ever All-Knower, All-Seer of His slaves.
And kill not your children for fear of poverty. We provide for them and for you. Surely the
killing of them is a great sin.
And come not near to unlawful sexual intercourse. Verily, it is a faahishah [i.e., anything that
transgresses its limits (a great sin)], and an evil way (that leads one to Hell unless Allaah forgives
him).
And do not kill anyone which Allaah has forbidden, except for a just cause. And whoever is
killed (intentionally with hostility and aggression and not by mistake), We have given his heir
the authority [to demand qisaas – Law of Equality in punishment – or to forgive, or to take Diya
(blood money)]. But let him not exceed limits in the matter of taking life (i.e., he should not kill
except the killer only). Verily, he is helped (by the Islamic law).
And come not near to the orphan’s property except to improve it, until he attains the age of full
strength. And fulfil (every) covenant. Verily! The covenant will be questioned about.
And give full measure when you measure, and weigh with a balance that is straight. That is good
(advantageous) and better in the end.
And follow not (O man, i.e., say not, or do not or witness not, etc.) that of which you have no
knowledge. Verily! The hearing, and the sight, and the heart, of each of those you will be
questioned by Allaah.
And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance. Verily, you can neither rend nor
penetrate the earth, nor can you attain a stature like that of the mountains in height.
All the bad aspects of these (the above mentioned things) are hateful to your Lord.
This is part of al-hikmah (wisdom, good manners and high character, etc.) which your Lord has
inspired to you (O Muhammad). And set not up with Allaah any other ilaah (god) lest you
should be thrown into Hell, blameworthy and rejected (from Allaah’s mercy).” (Al-Israa’ 17:23-
39)
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Being just with non-Muslims

“Allaah does not forbid you to deal justly and kindly with those who fought not against you
on account of religion nor drove you out of your homes. Verily, Allaah loves those who deal
with equity” (Al-Mumtahanah 60:8)

“And if anyone of the Mushrikoon (polytheists, idolaters, pagans, disbelievers in the Oneness of
Allaah) seeks your protection then grant him protection so that he may hear the Word of
Allaah (the Qur’aan) and then escort him to where he can be secure” (Al-Tawbah 9:6)

The Muslims should differentiate between different kinds of kaafirs in their dealings with them.
They should make peace with those who make peace, and wage war against those who wage
war, and wage jihad against those who stand in the way of spreading the message of Islam and
causing it to prevail of earth.
With regard to matters of love and hate in the heart, the Muslims’ attitude towards non-Muslims
is based on the latter’s attitude towards Allaah. If they worship Allaah and do not associate
anything in worship with Him, then they love them. If they associate others in worship with Him,
or disbelieve in Him, or worship others alongside Him, or are hostile towards His religion and
hate the truth, then it is obligatory to hate them in our hearts.
Hating non-Muslims in our hearts does not mean that we should oppress or mistreat them under
any circumstances, because Allaah said to His Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him), describing what his attitude should be towards the People of the Book:
“And I am commanded to do justice among you. Allaah is our Lord and your Lord. For us our
deeds and for you your deeds”(Al-Shoora 42:15)

Muslims are commanded to call non-Muslims to Islam with wisdom and beautiful preaching and
by debating in a manner that is better. Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning):
“And argue not with the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians), unless it be in (a
way) that is better (with good words and in good manner, inviting them to Islamic
Monotheism with His Verses), except with such of them as do wrong” (Al-‘Ankaboot 29:46)

There is no reason why Muslims should not cooperate with non-Muslims with regard to
establishing truth and combating falsehood, to support the oppressed and ward off danger from
mankind, such as cooperating to fight pollution or to protect the environment, or to combat
epidemic diseases and so on.

The Muslims believe that other people who are following other religions are not following any
true religion, so the Muslims do not allow others to send missionaries to build churches in
Muslim countries. Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “Is then he who is a believer like
him who is a Faasiq (disbeliever and disobedient to Allaah)? Not equal are they” (Al-Sajdah
32:18)

Being truthfulness in speech and actions:
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Truthfulness includes being truthful towards Allaah by worshipping Him sincerely; being
truthful towards one’s own soul by making it adhere to the laws of Allaah; and being truthful
with people in one's words and by keeping one's promises, and in dealings such as buying,
selling and marriage, so there should be no deceiving, cheating, falsifying or withholding of
information. Thus a person should be the same on the inside and the outside.

“O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and speak (always ) the truth.
He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins.” (Al-ahzaab: 33-
70,71)

“O you who believe! Be afraid of Allaah, and be with those who are true (in words and
deeds)” (Al-Tawbah 9:119)

Ibn Katheer (may Allaah have mercy on him) said (2/414): “It means: be truthful and adhere to
truthfulness, and you will be among its people and will be saved from calamity, and this will
make a way out for you from your problems.”

‘Abd-Allaah ibn Mas’ood (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “The Messenger of Allaah 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: ‘You must be truthful, for truthfulness leads to
righteousness and righteousness leads to Paradise. A man will keep speaking the truth and
striving to speak the truth until he will be recorded with Allaah as a siddeeq (speaker of the
truth). Beware of telling lies, for lying leads to immorality and immorality leads to Hellfire. A
man will keep telling lies and striving to tell lies until he is recorded with Allaah as a liar.”
(Reported by Muslim, 4721)

Al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Taalib (may Allaah be pleased with them both) said: “I memorized
from the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him): ‘Leave that which
makes you doubt for that which does not make you doubt, for truthfulness is certainty and
tranquillity, whilst lying is doubt and confusion.”  (Reported by al-Tirmidhi, 2520; al-Nisaa'i,
8/327; and Ahmad, 1/200)

Hakeem ibn Hizaam (may Allaah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Two parties to a deal have the option of changing their
minds until they part; if they are open and honest, their deal will be blessed, and if they
conceal and tell lies, the blessing of their deal will be diminished.” (Reported by al-Bukhaari,
4/275 and Muslim, 1532.)

Permissibility of “lying”:

Lying is not permitted, but there are certain circumstances in which Islam permits lying to serve
a greater purpose or to prevent harm.
Um Kalthoom (may Allaah be pleased with her) reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him) said: “He is not a liar who reconciles between people and conveys
something good or says something good.” (Reported by al-Bukhaari, 2495).
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Asma’ bint Yazeed said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
said: ‘Lying is not permitted except in three cases: a man’s speaking to his wife to make her
happy; lying at times of war; and lying in order to reconcile between people.’” (Reported by al-
Tirmidhi, 1862; he said: it is a hasan hadeeth. See
also Saheeh Muslim, 4717).

Truth in promises and covenants

Being truthful in promises and covenants is one of the characteristics by which the believers are
known.
“Those who are faithfully true to their amaanaat (all the duties which Allaah has ordained,
honesty, moral responsibility and trusts, etc.) and to their covenants.” (Al-Mu’minoon 23:8)

“… and who fulfil their covenant when they make it…” (al-Baqarah 2:177)

“Among the believers are men who have been true to their covenant with Allaah [i.e., they have
gone out for jihad (holy fighting), and showed not their backs to the disbelievers], of them some
have fulfilled their obligations (i.e., have been martyred), and some of them are still waiting, but
they have never changed [i.e., they never proved treacherous to their covenant which they
concluded with Allaah] in the least.” (Al-Ahzaab 33:23)

Respect Islamic celebrations

With regard to the second question, the Muslims have several special occasions, such as:

1 – The blessed month of Ramadaan, which is a month that has special characteristics.
You will find more information in Question no. 13480.

2 – Eid al-Fitr (the Feast of Breaking the Fast). This is the first day of the month of
Shawwaal, on which the Muslims express their joy at the blessing which Allaah has
bestowed upon them by enabling them to complete the month-long fast of Ramadaan.

3 – The Day of ‘Arafah, which is the ninth day of the month of Dhu’l-Hijjah, the day of
the greater Pilgrimage (Hajj), the greatest pillar of the Hajj. It has many virtues, details of
which are to be found in question no. 7284.

4 – Eid al-Adha (the Feast of Sacrifice). The Messenger of Allaah SAWS (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The best of days is the Day of Sacrifice.” This is
the tenth day of Dhu’l-Hijjah. It was narrated that ‘Uqbah ibn ‘Aamir said: “The
Messenger of Allaah SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: ‘The Day
of ‘Arafah, the Day of Sacrifice and the Days of al-Tashreeq [the three days following the
Day of Sacrifice] are a festival for us Muslims, and they are days of eating and
drinking.’” (Narrated by al-Tirmidhi, 704; classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-
Tirmidhi, 620).
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Repentance

“And indeed We have created man, and We know what his ownself whispers to him. And We
are nearer to him than his jugular vein (by Our Knowledge). (Remember) that the two receivers
(recording angels) receive (each human being), one sitting on the right and one on the left (to
note his or her actions. Not a word does he (or she) utter but there is a watcher by him ready (to
record it).” (Qaaf 50:16-18)
The angel on the right records hasanaat (good deeds) and the angel on the left records sayi’aat
(bad deeds).
It was reported from Abu Umaamah that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) said: “The angel on the left does not write down anything until six hours have
passed after a Muslim does a bad deed. If he regrets it and asks Allaah for forgiveness, he
casts it aside [does not write it down], otherwise he writes down one  (sayi’ah/bad deed).”
(Narrated by al-Tabaraani in al-Mu’jam al-Kabeer, 8/158. The hadeeth was classed as saheeh by
Shaykh al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Jaami’, 2/212)

Hadith Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Apostle (swas) said, "When Allah completed the
creation, He wrote in His Book which is with Him on His Throne, "My Mercy overpowers
My Anger." (Sahih Bukhari Volume 4, Book 54, Number 416)

Allaah says (interpretation of the meanings): “Verily, whosoever sets up partners (in worship)
with Allaah, then Allaah has forbidden Paradise to him, and the Fire will be his abode. And for
the Zaalimoon (polytheists and wrongdoers) there are no helpers”  (Al-Maa'idah 5:72)  “But if
they had joined in worship others with Allaah, all that they used to do would have been of no
benefit to them” (Al-An’aam 6:88) “And verily, I am indeed forgiving to him who repents,
believes (in My Oneness, and associates none in worship with Me) and does righteous good
deeds, and then remains constant in doing them (till his death)” (Ta-Ha 20:82)

Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “Say: O ‘Ibaadi (My slaves) who have transgressed
against themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not of the Mercy of Allaah,
verily, Allaah forgives all sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful” (Al-Zumar 39:53)

If a sinner repents sincerely, Allaah accepts his repentance. Allaah says (interpretation of the
meaning):
“And those who invoke not any other ilaah (god) along with Allaah, nor kill such person as
Allaah has forbidden, except for just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse and whoever
does this shall receive the punishment.
The torment will be doubled to him on the Day of Resurrection, and he will abide therein in
disgrace;
Except those who repent and believe (in Islamic Monotheism), and do righteous deeds; for
those, Allaah will change their sins into good deeds, and Allaah is Oft Forgiving, Most
Merciful.
And whosoever repents and does righteous good deeds; then verily, he repents towards Allaah
with true repentance” (Al-Furqaan 25:68-71)
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Salat
(prayers):

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "Whoever hears the call
and does not come [to the mosque], there is no prayer for him, except for one who has an
excuse." (Narrated by Ibn Maajah, al-Daaraqutni, Ibn Hibbaan and al-Haakim with a saheeh
isnaad).

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, "The people who will earn the
greatest reward for prayer are those who live farthest away, (and the further away you live,
the more reward you will earn)."

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Do not prevent the female
slaves of Allaah from coming to the mosques of Allaah, but their houses are better for
them.”

Reported by Abu Dharr, may Allah be pleased with him, who said: "The Messenger of Allah 
(Peace & Blessings of Allaah be upon Him) said: ‘I see what you do not see and hear what you
do not hear. The heaven makes a noise like groaning, and it has the right to (or it is no surprise),
for there is no space in it the width of four fingers, but there is an angel there, placing his
forehead in sujood (prostration) to Allaah. By Allaah, if you knew what I know, you would
laugh little and weep much, you would not enjoy your relationships with women and you
would go out in the street praying to Allaah.’" (Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2312)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “There are five prayers which
Allaah has prescribed for His slave during the day and night, whoever does them and does
not wilfully neglect them, Allaah will be bound to grant him admittance to Paradise.
Whoever does not do them will have no such guarantee; if He wills, He will punish him and if
He wills, He will grant him admittance to Paradise.” (Reported by al-Daarimi, 1531; Maalik, al-
Muwatta’, 248; Ahmad, 21690).

In masjid (mosque)

Umm Salamah (May Allah be pleased with her) said that after Allah’s Messenger (May peace
and blessings be upon him) said "’as-Salamu Alaykum wa Rahmatullah’ twice announcing the
end of prayer, women would stand up and leave. He would stay for a while before leaving. Ibn
Shihab said that he thought that the staying of the Prophet (May peace and blessings be upon
him) was in order for the women to be able to leave before the men who wanted to depart"
(Narrated by al-Bukhari under No. 793).

Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet (May peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The best of
the men’s rows is the first and the worst is the last, and the best of the women’s rows is the last
and the worst in the first" (Narrated by Muslim under No. 664).
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Sujood al-shukr (prostration of gratitude) &
Sajdat al-tilaawah (prostration of reading)

There is no specific du’aa’ narrated in the ahaadeeth for sujood al-shukr, hence the scholars
said that what is to be said in sujood al-shukr is the same tasbeeh and du’aa’ as are said
when prostrating in prayer. So one should say Subhaana Rabbiy al-A’laa (Glory be to my
Lord Most High), Allaahumma laka sajadtu wa bika aamantu wa laka aslamtu, sajada wajhi
lillahi khalaqahu wa sawwarahu wa shaqqa sam’ahu wa basarahu, tabaaraka Allaah ahsan
ul-khaaliqeen (O Allaah, unto You I prostrate, in You I believe and to You I submit. My face
has prostrated to the One who created and formed it, and gave it hearing and sight. Blessed
be Allaah, the best of creators). Then he should make du’aa’ as he likes.

Ibn Qudaamah (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: the description, rulings and conditions
of sujood al-shukr are the same as those for sujood al-tilaawah (prostration required when
reciting certain verses of Qur’aan). (al-Mughni, 2/372). And he said concerning sujood al-
tilaawah: he should say in this prostration what he says in the prostration during prayer. (al-
Mughni, 2/362).

Shaykh Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “Sujood al-shukr is done in
response to a calamity that is averted or a blessing which come to a person. It is like
sujood al-tilaawah outside prayer. Some of the scholars said that wudoo’ and takbeer is
required, and some said that only the first takbeer is required. Then he should fall down in
prostration, and make du’aa’ after saying “Subhaana Rabbiy al-A’laa (Glory be to my Lord
Most High).”  (Fataawa Islamiyyah, 1/205)

     In the cases where someone is permitted to recite Qur’aan, he is also permitted to do
Sajdat al-Tilaawah, if he happens to recite or hear a verse where the sajdah is prescribed. It
is permissible to recite from memory, not from the Mus-haf, because it is not salaah (prayer),
rather it is an act of submission to Allaah and worship, like other kinds of dhikr. It is not a
condition for sajdat al-shukr and sajdat al-tilaawah on the part of one who is reciting or
listening, that the person should be in a state of tahaarah (ritual purity), because they do not
come under the rulings of salaah.

Friday prayer (Jumu’ah)

Prayers are answered from the time when the imaam comes out on Friday until the prayer ends.

     1 – It was the teaching of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) to venerate
this day, honour it and single it out for special acts of worship that belong exclusively to this day.
In Fajr (early morning prayer) on Friday he used to recite the Soorahs ‘Alif-laam-meem tanzeel’
(al-Sajdah, no. 32) and ‘Hal ata ‘ala’l-insaan’ (al-Insaan, no. 76). Shaykh al-Islam Ibn
Taymiyah (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) used to recite these two soorahs in the Fajr prayer on Friday because they refer to
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what happened and will happen on that day, for they speak of the creation of Adam, the
resurrection and the gathering of mankind, all of which happened or will happen on a Friday. So
reciting them on this day is a reminder to his ummah (nation) of what has happened and what is
yet to come. This is one of the special features of Friday.

     2 – It is mustahabb (recommended) to send lots of blessings upon the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) on the day of Friday and the night before, because he said:
“Send lots of blessings upon me on Friday and the night before.” (Narrated by al-Bayhaqi, 3/249;
classed as saheeh (sound) by al-Arna’oot).

     3 – Jumu’ah (Friday) prayers are held on this day; this is one of the most strongly-
affirmed duties of Islam, and one of the greatest gatherings of the Muslims. It is the greatest
and most obligatory gathering in which they come together, apart from ‘Arafah [a place near
Makkah (Mecca) where the pilgrims stand and pray during the Hajj or pilgrimage]. Whoever
neglects Jumu’ah prayers out of carelessness, Allaah will place a seal over his heart.
The people of Paradise will be brought closer (to Allaah) on the Day of Resurrection
and they will see Allaah sooner, commensurate with how close they were to the imam on
the day of Jumu’ah and how early they came to Jumu’ah prayers.

     4 – The command to do ghusl (take a bath for the purpose of purification) on Friday; this
command is most emphatic.

5 – Wearing perfume on Friday (only for men); this is better than wearing perfume on
any other day of the week.

6 – Cleaning the teeth with the siwaak (tooth stick); this is better than using the siwaak on
any other day.

7 – Going to the prayers early.

     8 – Keeping oneself busy with prayer, dhikr (remembering Allaah) and reading Qur’aan
until the imaam comes out to give the khutbah (sermon).

     9 – Listening attentively to the khutbah, because listening to it is obligatory according
to the more correct of the two scholarly opinions. If a person fails to do that he is engaging
in idle talk, and whoever does that has not prayed Jumu’ah. In al-Musnad a marfoo’
report [i.e., a report which is attributed to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)]
states: “The one who says to his companion, ‘Be quiet and listen,’ has not prayed Jumu’ah.”
(Narrated by Ahmad, 2034; classed as hasan by al-Arna’oot. See Haashiyat Zaad al-Ma’aad,
1/377. Also narrated by al-Bukhaari (934) and Muslim (851), with the wording: “If you say
to your companion, ‘Be quiet and listen,’ on a Friday when the imaam is delivering the
khutbah, then you have engaged in idle talk.”)

     10 – Reading Soorat al-Kahf (no. 18) during the day of Friday. It was narrated that the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever reads Soorat al-Kahf
on a Friday, light will shine for him from beneath his feet to the clouds of the sky, which
will shine on him on the Day of Resurrection, and he will be forgiven from one Friday
to the next.” (Narrated by al-Haakim, 2/368; classed as saheeh by al-Arna’oot).
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     11 – It is a festival which is repeated every week. Ibn Maajah narrated in his Sunan that
Abu Lubaabah ibn ‘Abd al-Mundhir said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: ‘Friday is the best and greatest of days before Allaah, and it is
greater before Allaah than the day of al-Adha (the Feast of Sacrifice) and the day of al-Fitr
(the Feast of Breaking the Fast). It has five characteristics: on this day Allaah created Adam;
on this day Adam came down to earth; on this day Allaah caused Adam to die; on this day
there is an hour during which no one asks Allaah for something but He will grant it to him, so
long as he does not ask for something haraam (forbidden); and on this day the Hour [i.e., the
Day of Judgement] will begin, so there is no angel who is close to Allaah, no heaven, no
earth, no wind, no mountain and no tree that does not feel some apprehension on Friday.”
(Narrated by Ibn Maajah, 1084. Al-Busayri said: its isnaad is hasan, and it was classed as
saheeh in Saheeh Abi Dawood, 888).

     12 – It is mustahabb (recommended) to wear the best clothes one has on Friday. Imaam
Ahmad narrated in his Musnad that Abu Ayyoob said: “I heard the Messenger of Allaah
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) say, ‘Whoever takes a bath on Friday, puts on
perfume if he has some, wears his best clothes then goes out , walking in a dignified manner
until he reaches the mosque, then he prostrates in prayer if he wants and does not disturb
anybody, then he remains quiet until the imaam comes out and he prays, that will be an
expiation from one Friday to the next.’” (Narrated by Ahmad in al-Musnad, 23059; classed
as hasan by al-Ana’oot).

In Sunan Abi Dawood it is narrated from ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Salaam that he heard the
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) say on the minbar (pulpit)
on Friday: “There is nothing wrong with any one of you if he buys two garments for Friday
other than his workaday clothes.” (Narrated by Abu Dawood, 1078; classed as saheeh by al-
Albaani in Saheeh Abi Dawood, 953).

     13 – It is mustahabb on Fridays to perfume the mosque with incense. Sa’eed ibn Mansoor
narrated from Na’eem ibn ‘Abd-Allaah al-Mujmir that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab (may Allaah
be pleased with him) commanded him to perfume the mosque of Madeenah with incense
every Friday until noontime. This is why Na’eem was called al-Mujmir (from the word
tajmeer meaning perfuming with incense).

     14 – It is a day on which sins are expiated. In Saheeh al-Bukhaari it is narrated that
Salmaan al-Faarisi said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him) said: ‘No man takes a bath on Friday and purifies himself as much as he can, and
makes his hair tidy, and puts on perfume, then goes out, and does not come between
two people, then prays as Allaah decrees for him and listens attentively when the imaam
speaks, but he will be forgiven for his bad deeds between this Friday and the other.’”
(Al-Bukhaari, 843).

     15 – On Friday there is the “hour of response” which is an hour in which no Muslim asks
Allaah for something but He will grant it. In al-Saheehayn it is narrated that Abu Hurayrah
(may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: ‘On Friday there is an hour in which no Muslim asks for
something whilst he is standing in prayer, but it will be given to him” – and he
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demonstrated the shortness of that time with his hands. (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 883;
Muslim, 1406).

     16 – On Fridays there is the khutbah (sermon) which is intended to praise and glorify
Allaah, and to bear witness to His Oneness and to the Messengership of His Messenger, and
to remind His slaves of His blessings, to warn them of His punishment and wrath, to advise
them of that which will bring them closer to Him and His Paradise, and to forbid them that
which will bring them closer to His anger and Hell. This is the purpose behind the khutbah
and of gathering to hear it.

     17 – It is the day on which it is mustahabb to devote oneself to worship and it has an
advantage over other days by being characterized with all kinds of worship, obligatory and
mustahabb. Allaah has made for the followers of each religion a day on which they devote
themselves to worship and refrain from worldly work. So Friday is a day of worship, and in
relation to other days it is like Ramadaan in relation to other months; the “hour of response”
on Friday is like Laylat al-Qadr (the Night of Decree) in Ramadaan. Hence whoever gets it
right on Friday, his whole week will be good, and whoever gets it right in Ramadan, his
whole year will be good, and whoever gets it right on Hajj, his whole life will be good.
Friday is the measure of the week, Ramadaan is the measure of the year and Hajj is the
measure of one's life. And Allaah is the Source of strength.

     19 – It is the day with which Allaah has exclusively favoured this ummah, and from which
He led the People of the Book astray before them, as it says in al-Saheeh, where it is narrated
from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The
sun has never risen or set on any day better than Friday. Allaah guided us to it and led the
people away from it. The people are behind us in this respect. It (Friday) is for us, Saturday is
for the Jews and Sunday is for the Christians.” (Narrated by Ahmad, 10305, classed as
saheeh by Ibn Khuzaymah, 3/114).

     20 – It is the day which Allaah chose from among all the days of the week, just as He
chose Ramadaan from among the months of the year and Laylat al-Qadr from among all the
nights, and Makkah from among all places on earth, and Muhammad from all of mankind.

Naffil salah (optional prayers)

      The mother of the faithfull Umm Habibah Ramilah bint Abu Sufyan (Radhiallahu ‘anhu)
narrated that she heard the Prophet (Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam) saying: “A house will be
built in paradise for every Muslim who offers twelve Rak’ah of optional salah other than
the obligatory salah in day and night, to seek pleasure of Allah.”  (Narrated by Muslim).

Note : these extra 12 rakaats of optional prayers, according to Imam Nasaai and Tirmithi are :
2 rakaats before the obligatory prayer of Early morning (fajr), 4 rakaats before and 2 rakaats
after the obligatory prayer at noon (Dhor), 2 rakaats after the early evening prayer (magrib)
and 2 rakaats after the obligatory prayer of night (isha) prayer.
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     Abu Huraira (Radhiallahu ‘anhu) said : “My Khalil (friend) (the Prophet Shalallahu
‘alaihi wa Salam) advised me to observe three things and I shall not leave them till I die: “To
observe Saum (fasting) three days every (lunar) month; To offer the Duha prayer; To offer
Witr prayer before sleeping.” (Naratted by Bukhari and Muslim).

     Aisha (radhiyallahu ‘anha) narrated that the Prophet (Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam) said :
“The two rakaats before dawn (fajr) prayer are better than the world and all that it
contains” (Muslim).

     Aisha (radhiyallahu ‘anha) narrated that the Prophet Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam was
never more regular and strict in offering any Nawafil than the two rakaats (sunnah before)
dawn (fajr) prayer. Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim.

     Umm Habiba radhiyallahu ‘anha narrated that the Prophet (Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam)
said : “Whoever, observes the practice of offering four rak’ahs before Duhr prayer and
four rak’ahs after it. Allah will shield him against the fire of hell.” (Narrated bay Abu
Daud and At-Tirmithi).

     Abdullah bin Umar (Radhiallahu ‘anhu) narrated thet the Prophet (Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa
Salam) said : “Make Witr as your last salah (prayer) at night” (Al-Bukhari and Muslim).

     Abu Qatada (Radhiallahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Prophet (Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam)
said : “If any one of you enters a mosque, he should pray two raka’ats before sitting”
(Narrated by Al-Bukhari and Muslim).

     Abu Huraira (Radhiallahu ‘anhu) narrated that Allah’s Messenger (Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa
Salam) said to Bilal (Radhiallahu ‘anhu):  “Tell me about the most hopeful act (i.e one which
you deem the most rewarding with Allah) you have done since your acceptance of Islam
because I heard the sound of the steps of your shoes in front of me in paradise.” Bilal said : “I
do not consider any act more hopeful than that whenever I make ablution (wudoo) at any
time of night or day, I offer salah (prayer) for as long as was destined for me to offer.”
(Narrated by Al-bukhari and Muslim).

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) used to say: “Whoever perseveres in
doing twelve rak’ahs [i.e., the sunan rawaatib or sunnah prayers which the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) did constantly], Paradise will be his right.” (Sunan al-
Tirmidhi, 2/273; he said, the hadeeth is hasan or saheeh; see also Saheeh al-Nisaa’i, 1/388 and
Saheeh al-Tirmidhi, 1/131).

Salah Al-Istikhara (The Guidance Prayer)

Whenever a person is confused he should pray istikhaarah as prescribed in sharee’ah, for the
one who prays to Allaah asking Him for that which is best (istikhaarah) will not have any
regrets. He should do that a lot, and make a lot of du’aa’, for that is the key to all goodness. He
should not be hasty and say “I prayed but I did not get an answer.” He should seek out the times
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of special virtue, such as the end of the night, the times immediately following the prescribed
prayers, the time of the adhaan, when rain is falling, and so on.

The Messenger of Allah used to teach his companions to make istikharah in all things, just as he
used to teach them surahs from the Qur'an.

He said: 'If any one of you is concerned about a decision he has to make, then let him pray two
rak'ahs of non-obligatory prayer, then say:

(O Allah, I seek Your guidance [in making a choice] by virtue of Your knowledge, and I seek
ability by virtue of Your power, and I ask You of Your great bounty. You have power, I have
none. And You know, I know not. You are the Knower of hidden things. O Allah, if in Your
knowledge, this matter (then it should be mentioned by name) is good for me both in this world
and in the Hereafter (or: in my religion, my livelihood and my affairs), then ordain it for me,
make it easy for me, and bless it for me. And if in Your knowledge it is bad for me and for my
religion, my livelihood and my affairs (or: for me both in this world and the next), then turn me
away from it, [and turn it away from me], and ordain for me the good wherever it may be and
make me pleased with it.’

The Prophet added that then the person should mention his need. [Sahih Bukhari]

An-Nawawi holds that "after performing the istikharah, a person must do what he is
wholeheartedly inclined to do and feels good about doing and should not insist on doing what he
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had desired to do before making the istikharah. And if his feelings change, he should leave what
he had intended to do, otherwise he is not completely leaving the choice to Allah, and would not
be honest in seeking aid from Allah's power and knowledge. Sincerity in seeking Allah's choice,
means that one should completely leave what he himself had desired or determined."

Salaat al-Kusoof (prayer when there is an eclipse)

Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning):
“It is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the moon as a light and measured out for it
stages that you might know the number of years and the reckoning. Allaah did not create this
but in truth. He explains the Ayaat in detail for people who have knowledge.” [Yoonus 10:5]

“And from among His Signs are the night and the day, and the sun and the moon. Prostrate
yourselves not to the sun” nor to the moon, but prostrate yourselves to Allaah Who created
them, if you (really) worship Him” (Fussilat 41:37)

5. Salaat al-Kusoof is Sunnah mu’akkadah (a confirmed Sunnah) according to the
consensus of the scholars. The daleel (evidence) for this is the Sunnah reported
from the Messenger of Allaah SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him)

6. Eclipses are signs from Allaah by means of which Allaah makes His slaves afraid.
Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “And We sent not the signs except to
warn, and to make them afraid (of destruction)” [al-Israa’ 17:39]

7. When the sun was eclipsed at the time of the Messenger of Allaah SAWS (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him), he went out rushing nervously to the
mosque, dragging his cloak behind him, and led the people in prayer. He told
them that the eclipse was one of the signs of Allaah, with which Allaah makes His
slaves afraid, and that it may be the cause of punishment coming upon the people.
He commanded them to do that which could prevent the punishment, so he
commanded them to pray when an eclipse happens, and to make du’aa’, seek His
forgiveness, give charity, free slaves and do other righteous deeds so that the
punishment would go away and not befall the people. So the eclipse is a reminder
to people, making them afraid so that they will turn back to Allaah and pay
attention to Him.

During the Jaahiliyyah, people used to believe that eclipses happened to mark the
birth or death of a great person, but the Messenger of Allaah SAWS (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) declared this belief to be false and explained the
divine wisdom behind the occurrence of eclipses:

Imaam al-Bukhaari and Muslim narrated that Ibn Mas’ood al-Ansaari said: “the
sun was eclipsed the day Ibraaheem the son of the Messenger of Allaah SAWS
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) died, and the people said, ‘The sun is
eclipsed because of the death of Ibraaheem.’ The Messenger of Allaah SAWS
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(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: ‘The sun and the moon are two
signs from Allaah, and they do not become eclipsed for the death or the birth of
anyone. If you see that, hasten to remember Allaah and to pray.’”

According to another hadeeth in al-Saheehayn: “Call on Allaah and pray until [the
eclipse] is over.”

It is reported in Saheeh al-Bukhaari that Abu Moosa said: “These signs that
Allaah sends are not for the death or life of anyone, but Allaah makes His slaves
afraid through them, so if you see anything of that [eclipses], then hasten to
remember Allaah and call on Him and seek His forgiveness.”

Allaah causes eclipses to happen to these two mighty signs, the sun and the moon,
to teach His slaves and show them that these things are created and are subject to
imperfections and changes just like any other created entities. Thus He shows
them His perfect ability and that He alone is deserving of worship, as Allaah says
(interpretation of the meaning): “And from among His Signs are the night and the
day, and the sun and the moon. Prostrate yourselves not to the sun” nor to the
moon, but prostrate yourselves to Allaah Who created them, if you (really)
worship Him” (Fussilat 41:37)

5. The time for Salaat al-Kusoof lasts from the beginning of the eclipse until it is
over, because the Prophet SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
said: “When you see that, then pray.” (Agreed upon). According to another
hadeeth, “If you see anything of that, then pray until it is over.” (Reported by
Muslim).

6. Salaat al-Kusoof should not be done once the eclipse is over, because the time has
gone. If an eclipse ends before one knows about it, one does not have to pray,
because the reason for this prayer is no longer there.

7. The way in which Salaat al-Kusoof is done is to pray two Rak’ahs in which
Qur’aan is recited aloud, according to the correct one out of the two scholarly
opinions. In the first Rak’ah, one should recite al-Faatihah and a long soorah
such as Soorat al-Baqarah or the equivalent, then do a long rukoo’, then raise
one's head and say, “Sami’a Allaahu liman hamidah, Rabbanaa wa laka’l-hamd
(Allaah listens to the one who praises Him; our Lord to You be praise)” after
standing upright, as in other prayers. Then one should then recite al-Faatihah and
another long soorah, shorter than in the first recitation, equivalent in length to
Soorat Aal ‘Imraan. Then one should do another long rukoo’ shorter than the
first, and when raising one's head, say, “Sami’a Allaahu liman hamidah,
Rabbanaa wa laka’l-hamd hamdan katheeran tayyiban mubaarakan fih, mal’ al-
samawaati wa mal’ al-ard wa mal’ ma shi’ta min shay’in ba’d (Allaah listens to
the one who praises Him; our Lord to You be praise, much good and blessed
praise, filling heaven and earth and whatever You will besides that).” Then he
should do two lengthy sujoods, without making the sitting between them too long.
Then one should pray the second rak’ah like the first, with two long rukoo’s and
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two long sujoods, as he did in the first rak’ah. Then he should recite the
Tashahhud and say the salaam.

This is the description of Salaat al-Kusoof as prayed by the Messenger of Allaah
SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), as was reported with a
number of isnaads. Some of these reports are in al-Saheehayn, including the
hadeeth narrated by ‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her): “The sun was
eclipsed at the time of the Messenger of Allaah SAWS (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him), and the Messenger of Allaah SAWS (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) went out, stood up and said Takbeer (‘Allaahu akbar’), and
the people formed rows behind him. The Messenger of Allaah SAWS (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) recited a lengthy recitation and did a lengthy
rukoo’, then he raised his head and said, ‘Sami’a Allaahu liman hamidah,
Rabbanaa wa laka’l-hamd.’ Then he stood upright and recited another lengthy
recitation, shorter than the first. Then he said ‘Allaahu akbar’ and did another
lengthy rukoo’, shorter than the first. Then he said, ‘Sami’a Allaahu liman
hamidah, Rabbanaa wa laka’l-hamd.’ Then he did sujood. Then in the second
rak’ah he did likewise, until he had completed four rukoo’s and four sujoods, and
the eclipse was over before he had finished.” (Agreed upon).

8. It is sunnah to pray Salaat al-Kusoof in jamaa’ah (congregation), because this is
what the Prophet SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) did, but it is
permissible to pray it individually, as with all other naafil prayers. However,
praying it in congregation is better.

9. It is sunnah for the imaam to address the people after the prayer, and to warn them
against negligence and being led astray, and to tell them to make lots of du’aa’
and ask for forgiveness. In al-Saheeh it is narrated from ‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be
pleased with her) that the Prophet SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him) finished his prayer then addressed the people and started by praising Allaah
then he said, “The sun and the moon are two of the signs of Allaah, and they do
not become eclipsed for the death or the birth of anyone. If you see that, then call
on Allaah, perform salaah, give charity…”

10. If the prayer ends before the eclipse does, then remember Allaah (dhikr) and call
on Him (du’aa’) until the eclipse ends. The prayer should not be repeated. If the
eclipse ends before the prayer, then the prayer should be completed quickly, but it
should not be stopped or cut off abruptly, because Allaah says (interpretation of
the meaning): “and render not vain your deeds” [Muhammad 47:33]. The prayer
should be at the time of the eclipse, because the Prophet SAWS (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “… until it (the eclipse) is over…” and he
also said, “… until what you are going through is over …”

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah said: “Sometimes eclipses last for a long time, and sometimes
for a short time, depending on how much of the sun or moon is eclipsed. The entire sun
or moon may be eclipsed, or only half of it, or one-third. If it is a total eclipse, then the
prayer should last long enough for all of al-Baqarah or something of similar length to be
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recited in the first rak’ah, and in the next rak’ah a shorter recitation is made. There are
saheeh ahaadeeth narrated from the Prophet SAWS (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him), as we have mentioned, and it is prescribed to shorten the prayer if the reason
for it [i.e., the eclipse] is no longer there. So if it is known that the eclipse will not last for
long, or if it started to get less, one should still pray, but the prayer should be shortened.
This is the opinion of the majority of scholars, because this prayer is prescribed for a
specific reason, and if the reason is no longer there and the eclipse is over, one should not
pray.”

(Islam Q&A. Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid (www.islam-qa.com))

Sujood Ul-Sahw

The prostration of forgetfulness (sujood ul-sahw) is required whenever one inadvertently
adds extraneous parts or misses parts or is in doubt regarding parts of the arkaan (essential
pillars) of the prayer and/or its other requirements. The question posed regards what to do
when in doubt regarding the number of raka’aat prayed, and the answer is covered in the
following points:

First, definition of doubtfulness: when two possibilities are equally probable without
knowing or feeling one is more likely true than the other.

Second, when one doubts after performing salaam: One should disregard such doubt. For
example, take the case of one who has completed praying dhuhr then questions after
finishing the prayer, "Did I really pray four raka’aat or only three?" Such doubt should be
disregarded completely unless it is substantiated by clear and certain indications; otherwise,
it opens the door to waswasah (the whispering of Satan) and unwarranted extraneous
additions to the prayer.

Third, when one doubts during the prayer; this must fall into one of the following two cases:

8. One can discern that one of the two possibilities about which one is in doubt is more
likely or more certain by virtue of one’s prevalent feeling or most likely inclination:
In this case, one should act according to his best assumption and perform the
prostration of forgetfulness after the salaam. The evidence for this opinion is what
was related by Ibn Mas’ood, may Allaah be pleased with him, that the Prophet (peace
be upon him) prayed either an extraneous addition or missed an essential part of the
prayer (one of the narrators of the hadeeth was in doubt which). After saying
‘salaam,’ it was said to him, "Oh Prophet of Allaah, has there been a new change in
[the way of performing] the prayer?" He replied, "Why [would you say that]?" They
responded, "You prayed in such and such manner." So he bent his legs and faced
towards the qiblah and performed two prostrations then performed tasleem (saying
‘salaam’ to the right then the left). After facing towards us, he said, "If something
new had been introduced regarding the prayers, I would have informed you about it.
To the contrary, I am but a human like you—I forget as you forget, so if I forget,
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remind and inform me. If any of you doubts during his prayer then he should try to
discern the more certain and correct case, then complete the prayer based upon it,
then perform tasleem, followed by two prostrations." (Al-Bukhari, Fath Al-Baari
#401).

9. One cannot discern nor is there any prevalence apparent to indicate which of the two
cases is more certain: In this case, one should assume the least of the two and
continue based on this assumption, then perform the two prostrations of doubt after
tasleem. An example of this would be one who while praying the dhuhr prayer is
completely uncertain whether he has completed three or four raka’aat and cannot
determine which is more true. Thus, he would assume the lesser of the two, i.e. three,
and complete another raka’ah then sit for the tashahhud, then prostrate two
prostrations before saying "salaam." The basis for this ruling is the hadeeth related by
Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudri, may Allaah be pleased with him, in which he said: the
Prophet (peace be upon him) said, "If any of you doubts during his prayer and he
does not know how many [raka’aat] he has prayed, whether it is three or four, then
he should discard and cast away his doubt. He is to continue upon what one is sure of
[i.e. the lesser] then perform two prostrations before making tasleem. If he ends up
[in reality] praying five [raka’aat], then his prayer will be an intercession for him;
and if he ends up completely the [requisite] four [raka’aat] then it is targheeman for
shaytaan." (targheeman: i.e., a way of vexing Satan and humiliating and debasing
him, as well as rejecting him as a result of his failure to achieve his desire of
disturbing the worshipper.) (Al-Nawawi in explaining the hadeeth from Sahih
Muslim, 5/60).

(Islam Q&A. Sheikh Muhammed Salih Al-Munajjid (www.islam-qa.com))

What is to be said in sujood al-sahw is the same as what is to be said in the sujood of prayer,
which is to say “Subhaana Rabbi al-A’laa (Glory be to my Lord Most High)” or other
tasbeehaat.

Dhikr (remembrance) after salah

Abu Huraira (Radhiallahu ‘anhu) narrated that the Prophet (Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam) said :
“A person who recites after every salah (prayer) : sub-han- Allah (glory be to Allah) thirty
three times, Al-ham-do Lil-lah (all praise belongs to Allah) thirty three times and Al-la-ho
Akbar (Allah is great) thirthy three times, and completes the figure of hundred with the
recitacion of La ilaha ila Allah wahdahu lasharikalahu lahu almulku walahu alhamdu
wahuwa ala kul shai in gadeer ( None has the right to be worshipped but Allah and He has no
partner in Lordship or in the Names and and the Qualities and for Him is the kingdom and all the
praises and thanks are for Him and he is Omnipotent)  will have his (minor) sins forgiven,
although they may be as much as the foam of the sea” (Narrated by Muslim).
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The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said to Mu’aadh ibn Jabal: “O
Mu’aadh, by Allaah indeed I love you, and I advise you, O Mu’aadh, do not forget at the end
of every prayer to say: Allaahumma a’inni ‘ala dhikrika wa shukrika wa husni ‘ibaaditika (O
Allaah, help me to remember You, give thanks to You and worship You in the best way).”
(Narrated by Ahmad, Abu Dawood, al-Nasaa’i, and others; it is saheeh).

Times for obligatory salah:

     Allaah has enjoined upon His slaves five prayers throughout the day and night at specific
times decreed by the wisdom of Allaah so that the slave may be in contact with his Lord in
these prayers throughout all of these times. They are for the heart like water for a tree, given
to it time after time, not all in one go and then it stops. Part of the wisdom behind doing the
prayers at these times is so that people will not get bored or find it too difficult, which would
happen if they all had to be done at once. Blessed be Allaah, the Wisest of judges. (From the
Introduction to Risaalat Ahkaam Mawaaqeet al-Salaah (Essay on the Rulings on the Times
of the Prayers) by Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Uthaymeen, may Allaah have mercy on him).

     The times of the prayers were mentioned by the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) in the hadeeth: “The time for Zuhr is from when the sun has passed its zenith and
a man’s shadow is equal in length to his height, until the time for ‘Asr comes. The time for
‘Asr lasts until the sun turns yellow. The time for Maghrib lasts until the twilight has faded.
The time for ‘Isha’ lasts until midnight. The time for Subh (Fajr) prayer lasts from the
beginning of the pre-dawn so long as the sun has not yet started to rise. When the sun starts
to rise then stop praying, for it rises between the two horns of the Shaytaan.” (Narrated by
Muslim, 612).

1 – The time of Zuhr

The start of the time for Zuhr is when the sun has passed its zenith i.e., has passed the
highest part of the sky and started to descend towards the west.

Practical way of knowing when the zenith has been passed (and the time for Zuhr has
begun):

Put a stick or pole in an open place. When the sun rises in the east, the shadow of this
stick will fall towards the west. The higher the sun rises, the shorter the shadow will
become. So long as it keeps growing shorter, the sun has not yet reached its zenith. The
shadow will keep on growing shorter until it reaches a certain point, then it will start to
increase, falling towards the east. When it increases by even a small amount, then the sun
has passed its zenith. At that point the time for Zuhr has begun.

Knowing the time of the zenith by the clock: divide the time between sunrise and
sunset in half, and that is the time of the zenith. If we assume that the sun rises at 6 a.m.
and sets at 6 p.m., then the zenith is at 12 noon. If it rises at 7 a.m. and sets at 7 p.m., then
the zenith is at 1 p.m., and so on.
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The end of the time for Zuhr is when the shadow of everything is equal in length to the
object itself, plus the length of the shadow of the object at the time of the zenith.

Practical way of knowing when the time for Zuhr has ended: go back to the stick or pole,
which we described above. Let us assume that its length is one meter. We will notice that
before the sun reached its zenith, the shadow decreased gradually until it reached a
certain point (make a mark at this point), then it started to increase, at which point the
time for Zuhr began. The shadow will continue to increase, falling towards the east until
the length of the shadow is equal to the length of the object itself, i.e., it will be one meter
long, starting from the point marked at the zenith). As for the shadow before the mark,
that is not counted, and it is called fay’ al-zawaal (the shadow of the zenith). At this point
the time for Zuhr ends and the time for ‘Asr begins straight away.

2 – The time of ‘Asr

We know that the time for ‘Asr begins when the time for Zuhr ends, i.e., when the length
of an object’s shadow becomes equal to the length of the object itself. There are two
times for the end of ‘Asr.

(1) The preferred time: this lasts from the beginning of the time for ‘Asr until the sun
begins to turn yellow.

(2) The time of necessity (if a person is forced to delay the prayer). This lasts from the
time the sun turns yellow until sunset, because the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) said: “Whoever catches up with one rak’ah of ‘Asr before the sun sets has
caught up with ‘Asr.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 579; Muslim, 608)

 3 – The time of Maghrib

The time for Maghrib starts immediately after the time for ‘Asr ends, which is when the
sun sets, until the twilight or red afterglow has faded. When the red afterglow has
disappeared from the sky, the time for Maghrib ends and the time for ‘Isha’ begins.

4 – The time of ‘Isha

The time for ‘Isha’ begins immediately after the time for Maghrib ends (i.e., when the
red afterglow disappears from the sky) until midnight.

If you want to calculate when midnight is, then calculate the time between sunset and
sunrise then divide it in half; that halfway point is the end of the time for praying ‘Isha’
(and that is midnight).

So if the sun sets at 5 p.m., and Fajr begins at 5 a.m., then midnight is 11 p.m. If the sun
sets at 5 p.m. and Fajr begins at 6 p.m., then midnight is 11.30 p.m., and so on.

5 – The time of Fajr

The time for Fajr begins with the onset of the “second dawn” (al-fajr al-thaani) and ends
when the sun starts to rise. The “second dawn” is the brightness that appears along the
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horizon in the east and extends north to south. The “first dawn” (al-fajr al-awwal) occurs
approximately one hour before this, and there are differences between the two:

(1) In the “first dawn” the brightness extends from east to west, and in the “second dawn”
it extends from north to south.

(2) The “first dawn” is followed by darkness, i.e., the brightness lasts for a short period
then it becomes dark. The “second dawn” is not followed by darkness, rather the light
increases.

(3) The “second dawn” is connected to the horizon, with no darkness between it and the
horizon, whereas the “first dawn” is separated from the horizon with darkness between it
and the horizon.

See al-Sharh al-Mumti’, 2/107. (www.islam-qa.com)

Salaat al-Awwaabeen / Salaat al-Duhaa

‘Al-Awwaab’ means one who is obedient, or one who turns to obedience.

Salaat al-Awwaabeen is otherwise known as Salaat al-Duhaa, and may consist of 2, 4, 6 or 8
rak’ahs, prayed after the sun has risen and before the time for Zuhr approaches. It is better to
delay it until the day is hotter, the evidence for which is as follows: From Zayd ibn Arqam who
said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) went out to the
people of Qubaa’ and found them praying. He said: “Salaat al-Awwaabeen is when the young
camels lift up their feet (because of the heat of the sand).” (Reported by Muslim, 1238).

Tashahhud (du’aa’ in Salah, supplication in prayers’  prostration)

It was reported that Abu Hurayrah said: the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: “When any one of you recites the Tashahhud [according to one report:
when any one of you finishes the final Tashuhhud], let him seek refuge with Allaah from four
things, let him say: ‘Allaahumma inni ‘aoodhu bika min ‘adhaab Jahannam wa min ‘adhaab
al-qabri wa min fitnat il-mahyaa wa’l-mamaat wa min sharri fitnat il-maseekh id-dajjaal (O
Allaah, I seek refuge with You from the punishment of Hell and the punishment of the grave,
and from the trials of life and death and from the worst of the turmoil of the Dajjaal
(antichrist))’” (Muslim, 588).

It was also narrated that in addition to seeking refuge from these four, one should also seek
refuge from sin and heavy debt. Al-Bukhaari and Muslim narrated from ‘Aa’ishah (ra) that the
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) used to say during his prayer:
“Allaahumma inni a’oodhu bika min ‘adhaab al-qabri wa a’oodhi bika min fitnat il-maseekh id-
dajjaal wa a’oodhi bika min fitnat il-mahyaa wa fitnat il-mamaat. Allaahumma inni a’oodhi bika
min al-ma’tham wa’l-maghram (O Allaah, I seek refuge with You from the punishment of the
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grave and I seek refuge with You from the turmoil of the Dajjaal and I seek refuge with You
from the trials of life and the trials of death. O Allaah, I seek refuge with You from sin and heavy
debt).’” Someone said to him: “How often you seek refuge from heavy debt!” He said: “When a
man gets into debt, he speak and tells lies, and he makes a promise and breaks it.” (Al-Bukhaari,
833)

It was also narrated that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) taught Abu
Bakr al-Siddeeq a du’aa’ which he could recite during his Salaah, as was narrated by al-
Bukhaari.
Abu Bakr al-Siddeeq (may Allaah be pleased with him) said to the Messenger of Allaah (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him), “Teach me a du’aa’ that I can recite during my salaah.”
He said: “Say: ‘Allaahumma inni zalamtu nafsi zulman katheeran wa laa yaghfir ul-dhunoob illa
anta, faghfir li maghfiratan min ‘indaka warhamni, innaka anta al-Ghafoor al-Raheem (O
Allaah, indeed I have wronged myself greatly, and there is none who forgives sins besides You.
So grant me forgiveness from You and have mercy on me, for you are the All-Forgiving, Most
Merciful).’” (790).
This du’aa’ may be recited in the final Tashahhud, after the prayers seeking refuge referred to
above.

It was also narrated that after reciting the prayers seeking refuge, a person may recite any good
du’aa’ he wishes, and may ask Allaah for anything he wishes of the good things of this world
and the next. Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: the Messenger of Allaah 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “When any one of you recites the Tashahhud,
let him seek refuge with Allaah from four things – from the punishment of Hell, the punishment
of the grave, the trials of life and death, and the evils of the Dajjaal, then let him pray for himself
for whatever he wants.” (Narrated by al-Nasaa’i, 1293).

     In a two-rak’ah prayer, the worshipper should say the Tashahhud, and this is one of the
versions:
Al-Tahiyyaatu Lillaahi wa’l-salawaatu wa’l-tayyibaat. Al-salaamu ‘alayka ayyuha’l-Nabiyyu wa
rahmat-Allaahi wa barakaatuhu. Al-salaamu ‘alaynaa wa ‘ala ‘ibaad-illaah il-saaliheen. Ash-
hadu an laa ilaaha ill-Allaah wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa rasooluh (All
compliments, prayers and pure words are due to Allaah. Peace be upon you, O Prophet, and the
mercy of Allaah and His blessings. Peace be upon us and upon the righteous slaves of Allaah. I
bear witness that there is no god except Allaah and I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave
and Messenger)” (Al-Bukhaari, 831; Muslim, 402).

Then after that he should send blessings upon the Prophet (swas) and say:
“Allaahumma salli ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala aali Muhammad kama salayta ‘ala Ibraaheem wa
‘ala aali Ibraaheem, innaka hameedun majeed. Allaahumma baarika ‘ala Muhammad wa ‘ala
aali Muhammad kama baarakta ‘ala Ibraaheem wa ‘ala aali Ibraaheem, innaka hameedun
majeed (O Allaah, send prayers upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad, as You
sent prayers upon Ibraaheem and the family of Ibraaheem, You are indeed Worthy of Praise, Full
of Glory. O Allaah, bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as You blessed Ibraaheem
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and the family of Ibraaheem, You are indeed Worthy of Praise, Full of Glory)” (Al-Bukhaari,
3370; Muslim, 406).

Then he should recite the following du’aa’:
Allaahumma inni a’oodhu bika min ‘adhaabi jahannam wa a’oodhu bika min ‘adhaab il-qabr,
wa a’oodhu bika min fitnat il-maseeh il-dajjaal, wa a’oodhu bika min fitnat il-mahya wa’l-
mamaat wa a’oodhu bika min al-ma’tham wa’l-maghram (O Allaah, I seek refuge in You from
the torment of Hell, and I seek refuge in You from the torment of the grave, and I seek refuge in
You from the tribulation of the Dajjal, and I seek refuge in You from the trials of life and death,
and I seek refuge in You from falling into sin and debt.)
(al-Bukhaari, 833; Muslim, 588).

Then after that he may make du’aa’ as he likes, asking for good in this world and in the
Hereafter. And if he recites some of the du’aa’s narrated in the Sunnah, that is better.

Quiyyam-ul-Layl

“The most beloved prayer to Allaah is the prayer of Dawood (peace be upon him), and the
most beloved fasting to Allaah is the fasting of Dawood. He used to sleep half the night, stand
in prayer for one-third of the night, and sleep for one-sixth, and he used to fast alternate
days.” (al-Bukhaari, 1131; Muslim, 1159).

Al-Hasan said: “We do not know of any deed more difficult than the struggle to stay up at night
or to spend money.” It was said to him, “Why do the mutahajjadeen (those who pray Tahajjud
at night) have the most beautiful faces?” He said, “Because they spend time alone with the
Most Merciful, so He adorns them with some of His light.”

Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abd al-Rahmaan ibn ‘Awf, said: "I asked ‘Aa’ishah the Mother of the
Believers about what the Prophet (Peace & Blessings of Allaah be upon Him) used to start his
prayer with when he got up to pray at night (qiyaam al-layl). She said: ‘When he got up to pray
at night, he would start his prayer (with the words): ‘O Allah, Lord of Jibreel, Mikaa’eel and
Israafeel, Creator of heaven and earth, Knower of the unseen and the seen, You are the Judge of
the matters in which Your slaves differ; guide me with regard to disputed matters of Truth by
Your permission, for You guide whomever You will to the Straight Path.’" (Reported by
Muslim, no. 270).

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Our Lord descends to the
lowest heaven when there is one third of the night left, and He says, ‘Who will call upon Me,
that I may answer? Who will ask of Me, that I may give to him? Who will seek My
forgiveness, that I may forgive him?’ – until the dawn comes.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari,
7494; Muslim, 758)

Nabi (Sallallaahu Alayhi Wasallam) reported to have said, "That person who retires to bed at
night with the intention of awaking to stand up in worship for Allah Ta'ala during the night.
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However, sleep overpowers him until he opens his eyes to find out that it is dawn, Allah Ta'ala
will reward this person according to his intention and his sleep will be regarded as Sadaqah in
the eyes of Allah." (Mutajirur raabih pg.91; Nahda)

The salaf were very keen to conceal their acts of worship such as qiyaam al-layl. A man asked
Tameem ibn Aws al-Daari (may Allaah be pleased with him), ‘How do you pray at night?’ He
got very angry and said, ‘By Allaah, one rak’ah that I pray in secret in the small hours of the
night is more beloved to me than praying the whole night long and then telling people about it.’

Sa’d ibn Hishaam ibn ‘Aamir said to ‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her): “Tell me about
how the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) prayed qiyaam.” She
said: “Have you not read “Yaa ayyuha’l-muzzammil (O you wrapped in your garments!)?” He
said, “Of course.” She said: “Allaah, may He be exalted and glorified, made qiyaam obligatory at
the beginning of this soorah, so the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and his
companions prayed qiyaam for a year, and Allaah withheld the end of this soorah for twelve
months, until He revealed something at the end of this soorah to make things easier, so qiyaam
al-layl became voluntary after it had been obligatory.” (Reported by Muslim).

The hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him), in which the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The best of prayers after the prescribed prayers
is prayer in the depths of the night, and the best of fasting after the month of Ramadaan is
fasting the month of Allaah, Muharram.” (reported by Muslim).

‘Amr ibn ‘Absah reported that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:
“The closest that the Lord is to His slave is in the later part of the night, so if you can be one
of those who remember Allaah at that time, then do so.” (Reported by al-Tirmidhi and al-
Nisaa'i).

According to a hadeeth narrated by Ibn Mas’ood (may Allaah be pleased with him), the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Our Lord admires two men: a man who
leaves his mattress and cover, and slips away from his wife and lover, to go and pray.
Allaah says, ‘O My angels, look at My slave. He has left his mattress and cover and slipped
away from his lover and wife to pray, out of hope for what is with Me” (Reported by Ahmad. It
is a hasan report. Saheeh al-Targheeb, 258)

Qiyaam al-Layl expels forgetfulness from the heart, as is stated in the hadeeth narrated by ‘Abd-
Allaah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas (may Allaah be pleased with them both), in which the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Whoever recites ten aayaat in qiyaam will
not be recorded as one of the forgetful. Whoever recites a hundred aayaat in qiyaam will be
recorded as one of the devout [???], and whoever prays a thousand aayaat in qiyaam will be
recorded as one of the muqantareen (those who pile up good deeds).” (Reported by Abu
Dawood and Ibn Hibbaan. It is a hasan report. Saheeh al-Targheeb, 635).

Going to sleep early. Sleeping straight after ‘Ishaa’ is the advice of the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him), and a good and healthy habit. One of the ahaadeeth that
describe its virtues was narrated by Abu Barzah al-Aslami (may Allaah be pleased with him)
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who said that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) used to prefer to delay
‘Ishaa’, and he did not like to sleep before it or talk after it. (Reported by al-Bukhaari).

Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him), who said that the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him) said: “When any one of you goes to bed, let him clear his bed by hitting
it with his garment, for he does not know what may have come onto it. Then let him lie down on
his right side, then let him say, ‘Bismika Rabbi wada’tu janbi wa bika arfa’uhu. In amsakta nafsi
farhamhaa wa in arsaltahaa fahfazhaa bimaa tahfazu bihi ‘ibaadaka al-saaliheen (In Your
Name, my Lord, I lay myself down and I get up again. If You take my soul, then have mercy on
it, and if You send it back to me, then protect it with that with which You protect Your righteous
slaves).’” (Agreed upon).

‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her) reported that when the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allaah be upon him) went to bed each night, he would put his palms together, blow in them,
and recite Qul huwa Allaahu ahad, Qul a’oodhu bi Rabbi’l-Falaq and Qul a’oodhu bi Rabbi’l-
Naas, then he would wipe as much of his body as he could with his hands, starting with his head
and face, and the front of his body, doing this three times. (Agreed upon).

Being keen to take a nap or siesta during the day, whether before zuhr or after.
Ishaaq ibn ‘Abd-Allaah said: “Taking a nap is one of the deeds of good people. It revitalizes
the heart and helps one to pray qiyaam al-layl.”

Eat little: Sufyaan al-Thawri said: “You should eat little , so that you will be able to pray qiyaam
al-layl.”

According to the hadeeth of ‘Uqbah ibn ‘Aamir (may Allaah be pleased with him), the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “When a man from my ummah gets up to pray
at night, striving against his own self to get up and purify himself, there are knots on him. When
he washes his hands in wudoo’, one knot is undone. When he washes his face, another knot is
undone. When he wipes his head another knot is undone. When he washes his feet, another knot
is undone. Then Allaah says to those who are veiled (in the Unseen): ‘Look at this slave of Mine,
he is striving against his own self and asking of Me. Whatever My slave asks of Me shall be
his.” (Reported by Ahmad and Ibn Hibaan. Saheeh al-Targheeb, 627).

Stop sinning: A man said to Ibraaheem ibn Adham, “I cannot pray qiyaam al-layl, so tell me the
cure for this.” He said, “Do not commit sin during the day, and He will help you to stand before
Him at night, for your standing before Him at night is one of the greatest honours, and the
sinner does not deserve that honour.”

Qiyaam al-layl is “sunnah mu’akkadah” (confirmed Sunnah), which the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) urged us to do when he said, “You should pray qiyaam al-layl,
for it is the habit of the righteous people who came before you, and it will bring you closer to
your Lord, expiate for bad deeds, prevent sin, and expel disease from the body.” (Reported
by al-Tirmidhi and Ahmad).
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The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The best of prayers after the
prescribed prayers is qiyaam al-layl.”

Mu’aadhah al-‘Adawiyyah, one of the righteous Taabi’aat spent her wedding night, along with
her husband Silah ibn Ashyam, praying until Fajr. When her husband and son were killed in the
land of jihaad, she would spend the whole night in prayer, worshipping and beseeching Allaah,
and she would sleep during the day. If she felt sleepy whilst she was praying at night, she would
tell herself: “O soul, there is plenty of sleep ahead of you.”

When Habeebah al-‘Adawiyyah prayed ‘Ishaa’, she would stand on the roof of her house,
wearing her chemise and khimaar (i.e., covered in proper Islamic dress), then she would say, “O
my God, the stars have come out, people have gone to sleep, and kings have closed their doors,
but Your door is open. Every lover is alone with his lover, but here I am standing before You.”
Then she would start to pray and talk to her Lord until the time of suhoor. When the time of
suhoor came, she would say, “O Allaah, this night is ending, the day is coming, and I wish I
knew whether you have accepted this night (of worship) from me, so that I could congratulate
myself, or if it has been rejected, so that I might console myself.”
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Adhab
 (good manners)

Ayesha (ra) relates that she heard the Apostle of Allah (Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam) say:
“A Believer with good manners and a good moral disposition gets the same reward as he
who fasts (permanently) and spends his nights in prayer”. (Abu Dawood)

Always use kind words and good manners and do not get angry at anyone more than three days.
Be a good example in your words, appearance, eating and sleeping
Do not indulge in unnecessary talk.

When the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) had stated the rights of Allaah
with regard to doing righteous deeds and putting right bad deeds, he then said, “and treat people
in a kind manner”. This refers to one’s duty towards other people. A good attitude towards other
people is based on maintaining contact with one who cuts you off by greeting him with salaam,
honouring him, making du’aa’ for him, praying for forgiveness for him, praising him and
visiting him; giving to one who has deprived you of knowledge, benefits and money; forgiving
one who has wronged you with regard to blood, wealth or honour. Some of these matters are
waajib (obligatory) and some are mustahabb (encouraged).

What is forbidden:

Islam forbids the association of anything in worship with Allaah and the worship of anything
other than Allaah, because this spells doom and misery. Islaam also forbids visiting or believing
soothsayers and fortune-tellers; magic or witchcraft that may cause a rift between two people or
bring them together; belief in the influence of the stars on events and people’s lives; cursing
time, because Allaah is directing its affairs; and superstition, because this is pessimism.
Islam forbids cancelling out good deeds by showing off, boasting or reminding others of one’s
favours; bowing or prostrating to anything other than Allaah; sitting with hypocrites or immoral
people for the purposes of enjoying their company or keeping them company; and invoking the
curse or wrath of Allaah on one another or damning one another to Hell.
Islaam forbids urinating into stagnant water; defecating on the side of the road or in places where
people seek shade or where they draw water; from facing the qiblah (direction of prayer) or
turning one’s back towards it when passing water or stools; holding one’s penis in one’s right
hand when passing water; giving the greeting of salaam (peace) to one who is answering the call
of nature; and putting one’s hand into any vessel before washing it, when one has just woken up.

Islaam forbids the offering of any nafl (supererogatory) prayers when the sun is rising, when it is
at its zenith, and when it is setting, because it rises and sets between the horns of Shaytaan
(Satan); praying when there is food prepared that a person desires; praying when one urgently
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needs to pass water, stools or wind, because that will distract a person from concentrating
properly on his prayer.
Islam forbids the Muslim to raise his voice in prayer, lest it disturb other believers; to continue
offering supererogatory prayers at night when one feels drowsy - such a person should sleep then
get up; to stay up all night in prayer, especially one night after another; and to stop praying when
there is doubt as to the validity of one’s wudoo’ - unless one hears a sound or smells an odour.

Islaam forbids buying, selling and making "lost and found" announcements in the mosque -
because it is the place of worship and remembrance of Allaah, where worldly affairs have no
place.

Islam forbids haste in walking when the iqaamah (call immediately preceding congregational
prayer) is given, and prescribes walking in a calm and dignified manner. It is also forbidden to
boast about the cost of building a mosque; to decorate a mosque with red or yellow paint or
adornments which will distract the worshippers; to fast day after day without a break; and for a
woman to observe a supererogatory fast when her husband is present without his permission.

Islaam forbids building over graves, making them high, sitting on them, walking between them
wearing shoes, putting lights over them or writing on them. It is forbidden to disinter the dead or
to take graves as places of worship. Islam forbids wailing, tearing one’s clothes or leaving one’s
hair unkempt when a person dies. Eulogizing the dead in the manner of the times of Ignorance
(Jaahiliyyah) is also forbidden, although there is nothing wrong with informing others that a
person has died.

Islaam forbids the consumption of riba (interest); all kinds of selling which involve ignorance (of
the product), misleading and cheating; selling blood, wine, pork, idols and everything that Allaah
has forbidden - their price, whether bought or sold - is haraam; najash, which is offering a price
for something one has no intention of buying, as happens in many auctions; concealing a
product’s faults at the time of selling; selling something which one does not own or before it
comes into one’s possession; undercutting, outbidding or out bargaining another; selling produce
before it is clear that it is in good condition and free of blemish; cheating in weights and
measures; and hoarding. A partner who has shares in a plot of land or a date palm tree is
forbidden to sell his share without consulting his partners. It is forbidden to consume the wealth
of orphans unjustly; to bet or gamble; to take anything by force; to accept or offer bribes; to steal
people’s wealth or to consume it unjustly; to take something for the purpose of destroying it; to
undermine the value of people’s possessions; to keep lost property which one has found, or to
keep quiet about it and not announce it, for it belongs to the one who recognizes it; to cheat in
any way; to ask for a loan with no intention of repaying it; to take anything of the wealth of a
fellow-Muslim, unless it is given freely, because what is taken because of another person’s
shyness is haraam; and to accept a gift because of intercession.

Celibacy and castration are forbidden, as is marrying two sisters, or a woman and her aunt
(paternal or maternal), whether he marries the aunt after marrying her niece or vice versa, for
fear of breaking the ties of kinship. It is forbidden to make deals in marriage, such as saying "Let
me marry your daughter and I will give you my daughter or sister in marriage." Such reciprocal
deals are a form of oppression and injustice, and haraam. Islaam forbids mut’ah (temporary
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marriage), which is a marriage contract for a period of time agreed by the two parties, at the end
of which the marriage expires. Islaam forbids intercourse with a menstruating woman, until she
has purified herself (by taking a bath after her period ends), and also forbids anal intercourse. A
man is forbidden to propose marriage to a woman when another man has already proposed to
her, unless the other man withdraws his proposal or gives him permission. It is forbidden to
marry a previously-married woman without consulting her, or a virgin without seeking her
permission. It is forbidden to wish (a newly married couple) "Bi’l-rafaa’ wa’l-baneen (a joyful
life and many sons)," because this is the greeting of the people of Jaahiliyyah, who hated
daughters. The divorced woman is forbidden to conceal what Allaah has created in her womb (if
she is pregnant). A husband and wife are forbidden to speak (to others) about the intimacies of
married life. It is forbidden to turn a woman against her husband or to take divorce lightly. It is
forbidden for a woman to ask for another’s divorce, such as asking a man to divorce a woman so
that she can marry him. A wife is forbidden to spend her husband’s money without his
permission, or to keep away from his bed without good reason, because the angels will curse her
if she does that. A man is forbidden to marry his father’s wife, or to have intercourse with a
woman who is pregnant from another man. It is forbidden for a man to practise ‘azl (coitus
interruptus) with his free wife without her permission. It is forbidden for a man to return home
from a journey late at night and startle his family, unless he has previously notified them when
he will arrive home. A man is forbidden to take anything of his wife’s mahr (dowry) without her
consent, or to keep annoying his wife so that she will give up her wealth.

Islaam forbids women to make a wanton display of themselves (tabarruj). It also forbids extreme
forms of female circumcision. Women are forbidden to admit anyone into their husband’s home
without his permission; his general permission is acceptable so long as they stay within the limits
of sharee’ah. It is forbidden to separate a mother and child (in case of divorce); to let one’s
womenfolk behave foolishly (in an immoral fashion) and not say anything; to let one’s gaze
wander everywhere; and to follow an accidental glance with an intentional glance.

Islaam forbids the eating of dead meat, regardless of whether it died by drowning, strangulation,
shock or falling from a high place; eating blood, pork and anything slaughtered in a name other
than that of Allaah or for idols; eating the flesh or drinking the milk of beasts that feed on filth
and waste matter; eating the flesh of every carnivorous beast that has fangs and every bird that
has talons; eating the meat of domesticated donkeys; killing animals by keeping them and
throwing stones at them until they die, or detaining them without food until they die;
slaughtering with teeth or nails; slaughtering one animal (for food) in front of another; or
sharpening the knife in front of the animal to be slaughtered.

In the area of clothing and adornment, men are forbidden the extravagance of wearing gold.
Muslim are forbidden to be naked or to expose their thighs; to leave their clothes long (below the
ankles) and trail them on the ground for the purpose of showing off; and to wear clothes that will
attract attention.

It is forbidden to bear false witness; to make false accusations against a chaste believing woman;
to accuse someone who is innocent; to utter lies; to slander and backbite; to call people by
offensive nicknames; to spread gossip and malicious slander; to make fun of the Muslims; to
boast about one’s status; to shed doubts on a person’s lineage; to utter slander, insults and
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obscenities; to speak in an indecent or rude manner; or to utter evil in public, except by one who
has been wronged.

Islaam forbids telling lies; one of the worst kinds of lie is to lie about dreams, like fabricating
dreams and visions in order to prove one’s virtue, or make some material gains, or to frighten an
enemy.

Muslims are forbidden to praise themselves, or to talk in a secret way: two may not converse
secretly to the exclusion of a third, because this is offensive. It is forbidden to curse a believer or
someone who does not deserve to be cursed.

Islaam forbids speaking ill of the dead; praying for death; wishing for death because of some
suffering that one is passing through; praying against one’s self, one’s children, one’s servants or
one’s wealth.

It is forbidden to obey any person by disobeying Allaah; to swear falsely; to swear a disastrous
oath; to eavesdrop on people without their permission; to invade people’s privacy or look at their
private parts; to claim something that does not belong to one or that one did not do, for the
purpose of showing off; to look into someone’s else’s house without permission; to be
extravagant; to swear an oath to do something wrong; to spy on others or be suspicious about
righteous men and women; to envy, hate or shun one another; to persist in falsehood; to be
arrogant or feel superior; to be filled with self-admiration; to be pleased with one’s arrogance.
Islam forbids taking back one’s charity, even if one pays to get it back; employing someone to do
a job without paying him his wages; being unfair in giving gifts to one’s children; bequeathing
everything in one’s will and leaving one’s heirs poor - in such a case the will should not be
executed; writing a will that concerns more than one third of one’s legacy; being a bad
neighbour; or changing a will to the detriment of one or some of one’s heirs. A Muslim is
forbidden to forsake or shun his brother for more than three days, except for a reason sanctioned
by sharee’ah; to hold small stones between two fingers and throw them because this could cause
injury to eyes or teeth; to include his heirs in a will, because Allaah has already given heirs their
rights of inheritance; to disturb his neighbour; to point a weapon at his Muslim brother; to hand
someone an unsheathed sword, lest it harm him; to come (walk) between two people except with
their permission; to return a gift, unless there is some shar’i objection to it; to be extravagant; to
give money to foolish people; to wish to be like someone to whom Allaah has given more of
something; to cancel out his charity by giving offensive reminders of his giving; to wilfully
conceal testimony; or to oppress orphans or scold one who asks for help or money. It is
forbidden to treat with evil medicines, because Allaah would not create a cure for this ummah
which includes something that He has forbidden. It is forbidden to kill women and children in
warfare; to boast to one another; or to break promises.
Islaam forbids betraying a trust; asking for charity that one does not need; alarming a Muslim
brother or taking away his possessions, whether jokingly or seriously; changing one’s mind after
giving a gift, except in the case of a gift from a father to his child; practising medicine without
experience; or killing ants, bees and hoopoe birds.
It is forbidden to greet only those whom one knows. It is forbidden to judge between two
disputing parties when one is angry, or to judge in favour of one party without hearing what the
other has to say. It is forbidden for a man to walk through the market-place carrying something -
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like a sharp weapon - that could harm the Muslims, unless it is properly covered. A Muslim is
forbidden to make another person get up, so that he can take his place.
It is forbidden to kill another person except in cases where it is right to do so; to kill one’s
children for fear of poverty; to commit suicide; to commit fornication, adultery or sodomy
(homosexuality); to drink wine, or even to prepare it, carry it from one place to another, or sell it.
Muslims are forbidden to please people by angering Allaah; to offend their parents or even to say
"Uff" (the slightest word of contempt) to them; to claim that a child belongs to anyone but his
real father; to torture by means of fire; to burn anyone, alive or dead, with fire; to mutilate the
bodies of the slain; to help anyone commit falsehood; or to cooperate in wrongdoing and sin.
Muslims are told not to eat the food that is directly in front of others or to eat from the centre of
the dish or platter; rather they should eat from what is directly in front of them or thereabouts,
because the barakah (blessing) comes in the middle of the food. It is forbidden to drink from a
broken edge of a vessel, because this could cause harm; or to drink from the mouth of a vessel;
or to breathe into it. It is forbidden to eat while lying on one’s stomach; to sit at a table where
wine is being drunk; to leave a fire burning in one’s house when one sleeps; to sleep with Ghamr
in one’s hand, like an offensive smell or the remainder of food (grease); to sleep on one’s
stomach; or to talk about or try to interpret bad dreams, because these are tricks of the Shaytaan.

(www.islam-qa.com)

Lower your gaze:

Allaah, the Exalted said, "Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze and guard
their private parts; that will make for greater purity for them. Indeed Allaah is well acquainted
with all that they do." (An-Nur (24):30)

"Whoever leaves something for the sake of Allaah then Allaah, the Mighty and
Magnificent, will replace it with something better than it." (Reported by Ahmad [5/363], al-
Marwazee in 'Zawaa`id az-Zuhd' [no. 412], an-Nasaa`ee in 'al-Kubraa' as mentioned in 'Tuhfah
al-Ashraaf' [11/199] )

"Whoever opposes his base desires, the Shaytaan shall flee in terror from his shade ."

Watching films is not free from numerous reservations from a shar’i point of view, such as
uncovering ‘awraat, listening to music, spreading corrupt beliefs and calling for imitation of the
kuffaar. Allaah has commanded us to lower our gaze, as He says (interpretation of the meaning):
“Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from looking at forbidden things), and protect
their private parts (from illegal sexual acts). That is purer for them. Verily, Allâh is All-
Aware of what they do. And tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from looking at
forbidden things), and protect their private parts (from illegal sexual acts)” (al-Noor 24:30-31).

In Saheeh al-Bukhaari (6343) it is reported that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: “Every son of Adam has his share of zinaa decreed for him, and he
will undoubtedly get his share. The eye commits zinaa and its zinaa is looking. The tongue
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commits zinaa and its zinaa is speaking; the feet commit zinaa and their zinaa is walking; the
hands commit zinaa and their zinaa is touching. The heart longs and desires for something and
the private parts confirm that or deny it.”

Shaykh Ibn Baaz (may Allaah have mercy on him) said in al-Fataawa 3/227:
With regard to television, it is a dangerous device and its harmful effects are very great, like
those of the cinema, or even worse. We know from the research that has been written about it
and from the words of experts in Arab countries and elsewhere enough to indicate that it is
dangerous and very harmful to Islamic beliefs (‘aqeedah), morals and the state of society. This is
because it includes the presentation of bad morals, tempting scenes, immoral pictures, semi-
nakedness, destructive speech, and Kufr. It encourages imitation of their conduct and ways of
dressing, respect for their leaders, neglect of Islamic conduct and ways of dressing, and looking
down on the scholars and heroes of Islam. It damages their image by portraying them in an off-
putting manner that makes people despise them and ignore them. It shows people how to cheat,
steal, hatch plots and commit acts of violence against others. Undoubtedly anything that
produces so many bad results should be stopped and shunned, and we have to close all the doors
that could lead to it. If some of our brothers denounce it and speak out against it, we cannot
blame them, because this is a part of sincerity towards Allaah and towards other people.

Avoid ideal talk:

Avoiding music (ideal talk)

Ibn Mas’ood – may Allaah be pleased with him – used to swear that what this referred to was
singing, because undoubtedly singing misleads people far away from the path of Allaah by
wasting their time. It was reported from Abu ‘Aamir and Ibn Maalik al-Ash’ari (may Allaah be
pleased with them) that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
said: “There will be among my ummah people who will permit illegal sexual activity (zinaa),
silk, alcohol and musical instruments…” (narrated by al-Bukhaari).

Allaah says in Soorat Luqmaan (interpretation of the meaning):
“And of mankind is he who purchases idle talks (i.e. music, singing) to mislead (men) from
the path of Allaah without knowledge, and takes it (the path of Allaah, or the Verses of the
Qur’aan) by way of mockery. For such there will be a humiliating torment (in the Hellfire).”
(Luqmaan 31:6)

The scholar of the ummah, Ibn ‘Abbaas (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: this means
singing. Mujaahid (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “this means playing the drum (tabl)”
(Tafseer al-Tabari, 21/40).

Al-Hasan al-Basri (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “this aayah was revealed concerning
singing and musical instruments (lit. woodwind instruments)” (Tafseer Ibn Katheer, 3/451).
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Al-Sa’di (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “this includes all manner of haraam speech, all
idle talk and falsehood, and all nonsense that encourages kufr and disobedience; the words of
those who say things to refute the truth and argue in support of falsehood to defeat the truth; and
backbiting, slander, lies, insults and curses; the singing and musical instruments of the Shaytaan;
and musical instruments which are of no spiritual or worldly benefit” (Tafseer al-Sa’di, 6/150)

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “The interpretation of the Sahaabah and
Taabi’in, that ‘idle talk’ refers to singing, is sufficient. This was reported with saheeh isnaads
from Ibn ‘Abbaas and Ibn Mas’ood. Abu’l-Sahbaa’ said: I asked Ibn Mas’ood about the aayah
(interpretation of the meaning), ‘“And of mankind is he who purchases idle talks’ (Luqmaan
31:6). He said: By Allaah, besides Whom there is no other god, this means singing – and he
repeated it three times. It was also reported with a saheeh isnaad from Ibn ‘Umar (may Allaah be
pleased with them both) that this means singing. There is no contradiction between the
interpretation of “idle talk” as meaning singing and the interpretation of it as meaning stories of
the Persians and their kings, and the kings of the Romans, and so on, such as al-Nadr ibn al-
Haarith used to tell to the people of Makkah to distract them from the Qur’aan. Both of them are
idle talk. Hence Ibn ‘Abbaas said: “Idle talk” is falsehood and singing. Some of the Sahaabah
said one and some said the other, and some said both. Singing is worse and more harmful than
stories of kings, because it leads to zinaa and makes hypocrisy grow (in the heart); it is the trap
of the Shaytaan, and it clouds the mind. The way in which it blocks people from the Qur’aan is
worse than the way in which other kinds of false talk block them, because people are naturally
inclined towards it and tend to want to listen to it. The aayaat condemn replacing the Qur’aan
with idle talk in order to mislead (men) from the path of Allaah without knowledge and taking it
as a joke, because when an aayah of the Qur’aan is recited to such a person, he turns his back as
if he heard them not, as if there were deafness in his ear. If he hears anything of it, he makes fun
of it. All of this happens only in the case of the people who are most stubbornly kaafirs and if
some of it happens to singers and those who listen to them, they both have a share of this blame.”
(Ighaathat al-Lahfaan, 1/258-259).

“Do you then wonder at this recitation (the Qur’aan)? And you laugh at it and weep not,
Wasting your (precious) lifetime in pastime and amusements (singing)” (al-Najm 53:59-61)

An appropriate exception

The exception to the above is the daff – without any rings (i.e., a hand-drum which
looks like a tambourine, but without any rattles) – when used by women on Eids and at
weddings.
This is indicated by saheeh reports. Shaykh al-Islam (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: But
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) made allowances for certain types of
musical instruments at weddings and the like, and he made allowances for women to play the
daff at weddings and on other joyful occasions. But the men at his time did not play the daff or
clap with their hands. It was narrated in al-Saheeh that he said: “Clapping is for women and
tasbeeh (saying Subhaan Allaah) is for men.” And he cursed women who imitate men and men
who imitate women. Because singing and playing the daff are things that women do, the Salaf
used to call any man who did that a mukhannath (effeminate man), and they used to call male
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singers effeminate – and how many of them there are nowadays! It is well known that the Salaf
said this.
In a similar vein is the hadeeth of ‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her), when her father
(may Allaah be pleased with him) entered upon her at the time of Eid, and there were two young
girls with her who were singing the verses that the Ansaar had said on the day of Bu’aath – and
any sensible person will know what people say about war. Abu Bakr (may Allaah be pleased
with him) said: “Musical instruments of the Shaytaan in the house of the Messenger of Allaah
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)!” The Messenger of Allaah had turned away from
them and was facing the wall – hence some scholars said that Abu Bakr (may Allaah be pleased
with him) would not tell anybody off in front of the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him), but he thought that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) was not paying attention to what was happening. And Allaah knows best. He (the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)) said: “Leave them alone, O Abu Bakr, for
every nation has its Eid, and this is our Eid, the people of Islam.” This hadeeth shows that it was
not the habit of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and his companions to
gather to listen to singing, hence Abu Bakr al-Siddeeq called it “the musical instruments of the
Shaytaan”. And the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) approved of this
appellation and did not deny it when he said, “Leave them alone, for every nation has its Eid and
this is our Eid.” This indicates that the reason why this was permitted was because it was the
time of Eid, and the prohibition remained in effect at times other than Eid, apart from the
exceptions made for weddings in other ahaadeeth. Shaykh al-Albaani explained this in his
valuable book Tahreem Aalaat al-Tarab (the Prohibition of Musical Instruments). The Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) approved of young girls singing at Eid, as stated in
the hadeeth: “So that the mushrikeen will know that in our religion there is room for relaxation.”
There is no indication in the hadeeth about the two young girls that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) was listening to them. The commands and prohibitions have to
do with listening, not merely hearing, just as in the case of seeing, the rules have to do with
intentionally looking and not what happens by accident. So it is clear that this is for women only.
Imaam Abu ‘Ubayd (may Allaah have mercy on him) defined the daff as “that which is played
by women.” (Ghareeb al-Hadeeth, 3/64).

Saying salam, returning greetings

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) made spreading salaam a part of faith.
Al-Bukhaari (12, 28 and 6236), Muslim (39), Ahmad (2/169), Abu Dawood (5494), al-Nisaa’i,
(8/107) and Ibn Hibbaan (505) narrated from ‘Abd-Allaah ibn ‘Umar that a man asked the
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him): “What is the best thing in
Islam?” He said, “Feeding others and giving the greeting of salaam to those whom you know
and those whom you do not know.”

Al-Sanoosi said in Ikmaal al-Mu’allim (1/244):
“What is meant by salaam is the greeting between people, which sows seeds of love and
friendship in their hearts, as does giving food. There may be some weakness in the heart of one



130

of them, which is dispelled when he is greeted, or there may be some hostility, which is turned to
friendship by the greeting.”

Thus the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) explained that this salaam
spreads love and brotherhood. Muslim (54), Ahmad (2/391), and al-Tirmidhi (2513) narrated
from Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) that the Messenger of Allaah (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:
“You will not enter Paradise until you believe, and you will not believe until you love one
another. Shall I not tell you about something which, if you do it, you will love one another?
Spread salaam amongst yourselves.”

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) also explained the reward earned by
the one who says salaam, as was reported by al-Nisaa’i in ‘Aml al-yawm wa’l-laylah (368) and
al-Bukhaari in al-Adab al-Mufrad (586) and by Ibn Hibban (493). They reported from Abu
Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) that a man passed by the Messenger of Allaah 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) whilst he was sitting with some others, and said
“Salaam ‘alaykum (peace be upon you).” The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him) said, “[He will have] ten hasanaat (rewards).” Another man passed by and said “Salaam
‘alaykum wa rahmat-Allaah (peace be upon you and the mercy of Allaah).” The Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “[He will have] twenty hasanaat.” Another man
passed by and said “Salaam ‘alaykum wa rahmat-Allaahi wa barakaatuhu (peace be upon you
and the mercy of Allaah and His blessings).” The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) said, “[He will have] thirty hasanaat.”

Hygiène

“Allah loves those who make themselves clean and pure” (Qur’aan 9:108)

Cutting the nails is part of the fitrah, because the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon
him) said: “The fitrah is five things: circumcision, removing the pubic hair, trimming the
moustache, cutting the nails, and plucking the armpit hairs.” (Reported by al-Bukhaari and
Muslim).

According to another hadeeth, ten things are part of the fitrah, including cutting the nails. Anas
(may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) set a time limit for us to cut our moustaches, cut our nails, pluck our armpit
hairs and shave our pubic hairs: we were not to leave it any longer than forty days.” (Reported by
Ahmad, Muslim and al-Nisaa’i; this version narrated by Ahmad). Whoever does not cut his nails
is going against the fitrah. The reason behind this is cleanliness and hygiene, because dirt can
gather under the nails. It also serves the purpose of making us different from those among the
kuffaar who allow their nails to grow long, and from animals that have claws and talons.
(Fataawa al-Lajnah al-Daa’imah, 5/173).
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“Truly, Allah loves those who turn unto Him in repentance and loves those who purify
themselves (by taking a bath and cleaning and washing thoroughly their private parts,
bodies, for their prayers etc.)” (Al Baqarah 2:222)

The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said: Cleanliness is half of faith
and Alhamdulillah (Praise be to Allah) fills the scale, and SubhanAllah (Glory be to Allah)
and Alhamdulillah (Praise be to Allah) fill up what is between the heavens and the earth, and
prayer is a light, and charity is proof (of one's faith) and endurance is a brightness and the Qur'an
is a proof on your behalf or against you. All men go out early in the morning and sell themselves,
thereby setting themselves free or destroying themselves.
(Sahih Muslim Book 2, Number 0432)

“O you who believe! When you intend to offer prayer, wash your faces and your hands
(forearms) up to the elbows, rub (by passing wet hands over) your heads, and (wash) your feet up
to ankles. If you are in a state of Janaba (i.e. post sexual relations), purify yourself (bathe your
whole body)”  (Al-Ma’idah 5:6)

Al-Ghurr-ul-Muhajjalun (the parts of the body of the Muslims washed in ablution will shine on
the Day of Resurrection and the angels will call them by that name) from the traces of ablution
will be visible. Narrated Nu’aim Al-Mujmir: "Once I went up the roof of the mosque along with
Abu Huraira (RA): He performed ablution and said, "I heard the Prophet (S) saying, ‘On the Day
of Resurrection, my followers will be called Al-Ghurr-ul-Muhajjalun from the traces of ablution
and whoever can increase the area of his radiance should do so (by performing ablution in the
most perfect manner.’" (Sahih Al-Bukhari, Vol. 1, Hadith No. 138)

Narrated Uthman ibn Affan: "The Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: 'He who performed
ablution well, his sins would come out from his body, even coming out from under his
nails.'" (Sahih Muslim, Book 2, Number 0476)

Although there is no reference to the use of Siwak in Al-Quran, yet several quotations could be
read in the compendium of the sayings of Mohammed (swas ) as to the benefits of Siwak in
mouth cleanlinesss. One saying reads as follows: "If it were not too much a burden on the
believers, I would prescribe that they use the siwak before each prayer”

The Prophet (swas) said, "To put a barrier that will prevent the jinn from seeing the 'awrah of the
sons of Aadam, let any one of you say 'Bismillaah' when entering the toilet." (Reported by al-
Tirmidhi, 551; Saheeh al-Jaami', 3611)

Namas is the word used to describe plucking the eyebrows. According to a saheeh hadeeth, the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The woman who plucks facial hair
and the woman who has this done are cursed.” (Reported by al-Bukhaari and Muslim).

Ahmad, Abu Dawood and al-Nisaa’i reported from Ibn ‘Abbaas (may Allaah be pleased with
him) who said: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:
‘There will be a people at the end of time who will dye their hair black like the crops of pigeons;
they will not even smell the fragrance of Paradise.’”
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But it is encouraged to change grey or white hair by dyeing it any other colour except black.
Muslim reported that Abu Bakr dyed his hair with henna and katam and that ‘Umar used to dye
his hair with henna. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) also said, “The
best things with which you can change this grey hair are henna and katam.”

It is obligatory to leave the beard alone and let it grow, and not do anything to it, because it was
proven that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Trim the moustache
and let the beard grow; be different from the mushrikeen.” (Saheeh, agreed upon, narrated
from Ibn ‘Umar).

Women not permitted to cut their hair short to look like kaafir women, because the Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said, “Whoever imitates a people is one of them.”
(Fataawa al-Lajnah al-Daa’imah, 5/182).
Similarly, they are not permitted to cut their hair short in ways that resemble men’s hairstyles,
because of the hadeeth of Ibn ‘Abbaas (may Allaah be pleased with them both) who said: “The
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) cursed men who imitate
women and women who imitate men.” (Reported by al-Bukhaari, 5435). And Allaah knows best.

‘Aa’ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her) said: “I made a black burdah (cloak) for the
Messenger of Allaah ( ) peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), and he wore it, but when he
sweated in it he detected the smell of wool on it, so he took it off, because he used to like
pleasant smells.” (Reported by Abu Dawood)

Al-Bukhaari reported that Sa’d said: “I saw on the left of the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) and on his right two men wearing white clothes on the day of Uhud. I never
saw them before or since.” These two men were Jibreel and Mikaa’eel, as al-Haafiz Ibn Hajar
mentioned in al-Fath (10/295).

White is a colour recommended (mustahabb) for the living to wear and for the dead to be
shrouded in, as was stated in the hadeeth narrated by Ibn ‘Abbaas, who said: “The Messenger of
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: ‘Wear your white clothes, for they
are the best of your clothes, and shroud your dead in them.’” (Reported by Abu Dawood and
al-Tirmidhi; classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Ahkaam al-Janaa’iz (p. 82)). White is also the
preferred colour for men’s ihraam (special garments for Hajj), which consists of an izaar (lower
garment) and a rida’ (upper garment).

It was reported that wearing pure red is forbidden for men, but not for women, because of the
hadeeth of Ibn ‘Umar: “The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
forbade mafdam” (reported by Imaam Ahmad and Ibn Maajah, 3591). Mafdam is something
that is filled with red safflower dye. According to the commentary of al-Sindi on Sunan al-
Nisaa’i, mafdam is something that is filled with red. It was reported that if ‘Umar saw a man
wearing a garment dyed red with safflower, he would pull him aside and say, “Leave this for
the women.” (Reported by al-Tabari).
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“The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) was of average height. I saw him
wearing a red hullah, and I have never seen anything better than it.” (Reported by al-Bukhaari,
5400). The Yemeni hullah usually has stripes of red and another colour, it is not pure red.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "Whatever of the izaar (lower
garment) is below the ankles is in the Fire." (al-Bukhaari, no. 5787)

Wudoo

Mu’aad ibn Jabal (may Allaah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “There is no Muslim who goes to sleep remembering
Allaah and in a state of purity, and when he turns over he asks Allaah for good in this
world and the next, but it will be given to him.” (Reported by Abu Dawood and Ahmad.
Saheeh al-Jaami’, 5754).

Ibn ‘Abbaas (may Allaah be pleased with them both) reported that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Purify these bodies and Allaah will purify you, for
there is no slave who goes to sleep in a state of purity but an angel spends the night with
him, and every time he turns over, [the angel] says, ‘O Allaah, forgive Your slave, for he
went to bed in a state of purity.’” (Reported by al-Tabaraani. Al-Mundhiri said, its isnaad is
jaayid. Saheeh al-Jaami’, 3831).

Abu Huraira Radhiallahu ‘anhu narrated that Allah’s Messenger Shalallahu ‘alaihi wa Salam
said to Bilal Radhiallahu ‘anhu “Tell me about the most hopeful act (i.e one which you deem the
most rewarding with Allah) you have done since your acceptance of Islam because I heard the
sound of the steps of your shoes in front of me in Paradise.” Bilal said : “I do not consider any
act more hopeful than that whenever I make ablution (wudoo) at any time of night or day, I
offer salah (prayer) for as long as was destined for me to offer.” Narrated by Al-bukhari and
Muslim.

Banish cursing and foul language

Cursing is seen as a sin that damages the quality of a person's adherance to Islam, and the foul-
mouthed person is intensely disliked by Allah (swas).
Ibn Mas`ud (RAA) said: "The Prophet (PBUH) said: `Cursing a Muslim is a sin and killing
him is kufr.'"

The Prophet (swas) said: "Allah (swas) does not love anyone who is foul-mouthed and obscene."

"Allah (swas) will hate the disgusting, foul-mouthed person."

Anas ibn Malik (ra), who accompanied the Prophet (swas) closely for many years, said: "The
Prophet (swas) never used foul language, or cursed, or swore. When he wanted to rebuke
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someone, he would say, `What is wrong with him? May his forehead be covered with dust!'"  He
even refrained from cursing the kafirin who had hardened their hearts to his message. He never
spoke a harmful word to them, as the great Sahabi Abu Hurayrah said:
"It was said: `O Messenger of Allah, pray against the mushrikin.' He said, `I was not sent as a
curse,
but I was sent as a mercy.'"

The Prophet (swas) said: “`Do you know who is the one who is ruined?’ They said, `It is the one
who
has no money or possessions.' He said, `The one who is ruined among my ummah is the one
who
comes on the Day of Resurrection with prayer, fasting and zakat to his credit, but he
insulted this one,
slandered that one, devoured this one's wealth, shed that one's blood, and beat that one . So
some of
his hasanat will be given to this one and some to that one. . . And if his hasanat run out before
all his
victims have been compensated, then some of their sins will be taken and added to his, then
he will be
thrown into Hell.'"

And the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) has stated that those who curse
much will not be intercessors on the Day of Resurrection, as Muslim narrated in his Saheeh
(4703) that Abu’l-Darda’ (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “I heard the Messenger of
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) say, ‘Those who curse much will not be
witnesses or intercessors on the Day of Resurrection.’”

Humility:

According to a saheeh hadeeth narrated by ‘Ayaad (may Allaah be pleased with him), the
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Allaah has revealed to
me that you should be so humble that no one oppresses another or boasts to another.”
(Reported by Muslim, 2865).

If a person feels self admiration after doing something good or fears that he may show off, he
should ward that off and resist it by seeking refuge with Allaah from it, and saying “Allaahumma
inni a’oodhu bika an ushrika bika wa ana a’lam, wa’staghfiruka lima laa a’lam (O Allaah, I
seek refuge with you from knowingly associating anything with You, and I seek Your
forgiveness for that of which I am unaware)” – as was reported from the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him).
These kind of feelings happen to everyone, but you have to try to be sincere towards Allaah, seek
His forgiveness, and remember that there is no strength and no power except with Allaah; if it
were not for the help of Allaah, you would not have been able to do this good deed, so to Allaah
be praise in the beginning and at the end.
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Do not forego doing good deeds for fear of showing off, because this is one of the tricks that the
Shaytaan uses to weaken people’s resolve and stop them from doing things that Allaah loves and
is pleased with.
As for merely feeling happy that one has done a good deed, this does not contradict sincerity and
faith, for Allaah says (interpretation of the meaning): “Say: “In the Bounty of Allâh, and in His
Mercy (i.e. Islâm and the Qur’ân); —therein let them rejoice.” That is better than what
(the wealth) they amass” (Yoonus 10:58).

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “If your good deeds make you
happy and your bad deeds make you sad, then you are a believer.” (Narrated by Ahmad, Ibn
Majaah and others from the hadeeth of Abu Umaamah; it is a saheeh hadeeth).

The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) was asked, “What do
you think if a man does a good deed and the people praise him for it?” He said: “That is the
portion of the glad tidings for the believer which he is given in this world.” (Narrated by
Muslim from the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah, may Allaah be pleased with him).

So this praise is a sign that Allaah is pleased with him and loves him, so He makes him dear to
other people.

Fear Allah

In the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with them) which was narrated and
classed as saheeh by al-Tirmidhi, “it was said, ‘O Messenger of Allaah, which thing most
commonly brings people into Paradise?’ He said, ‘Fear of Allaah (taqwa) and a good
attitude .’ It was said, ‘And which thing most commonly brings people into Hell?’ He said, ‘The
two hollow things: the mouth and the private parts.’”

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Fear Allaah wherever you may
be…” (narrated by al-Tirmidhi, 1910; classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Tirmidhi,
1618). Fearing Allaah is the main thing, and it is the means of being granted strength in this
world and reward in the Hereafter. And seek reward with Allaah and have sincerity of intention
towards Allaah in all that you say and do. “Actions are but by intentions and every man shall
have but that which he intended.” (Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 1; Muslim, 3530

Eat little

Al-Miqdaam ibn Ma’d Yakrib (may Allaah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Man fills no vessel worse than his stomach. It is
sufficient for the son of Adam to have a few mouthfuls to give him the strength he needs. If he
has to fill his stomach, then let him leave one-third for food, one-third for drink and one-third for
air.” (Al-Tirmidhi and Ibn Maajah. Saheeh al-Jaami’, 5674).
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Talk to opposite sex behind a screen

The meeting together, mixing, and intermingling of men and women in one place, the
crowding of them together, and the revealing and exposure of women to men are prohibited
by the Law of Islam (Shari'ah). These acts are prohibited because they are among the causes
for fitnah (temptation or trial which implies evil consequences), the arousing of desires, and
the committing of indecency and wrongdoing.

"...for anything ye want, ask them from before a screen: that makes for greater purity for
your hearts and for theirs..." (Al-Ahzab, 53)

The Prophet (May peace and blessings be upon him) enforced separation of men and women
even at Allaah’s most revered and preferred place, the mosque. This was accomplished via
the separation of the women’s rows from the men’s; men were asked to stay in the mosque
after completion of the obligatory prayer so that women will have enough time to leave the
mosque; and, a special door was assigned to women. Evidence of the foregoing are:

Umm Salamah (May Allah be pleased with her) said that after Allah’s Messenger (May
peace and blessings be upon him) said "as-Salamu ‘Alaykum wa Rahmatullah’ twice
announcing the end of prayer, women would stand up and leave. He would stay for a while
before leaving. Ibn Shihab said that he thought that the staying of the Prophet (May peace
and blessings be upon him) was in order for the women to be able to leave before the men
who wanted to depart" (Al-Bukhari, No. 793).

Abu Usayd al-Ansari narrated that he heard Allah’s Messenger (May peace and blessings be
upon him) say to the women on his way out of the mosque when he saw men and women
mixing together on their way home:
‘Give way (i.e., walk to the sides) as it is not appropriate for you to walk in the middle the
road.’ Thereafter, women would walk so close to the wall that their dresses would get caught
on it.” (Abu Dawood in "Kitab al-Adab min Sunanihi, Chapter: Mashyu an-Nisa Ma’ ar-Rijal
fi at-Tariq).

Obey the laws

It is obligatory for a Muslim to follow the laws.

Ignoring traffic laws and the etiquette of the road in many cases leads to death and falling
into the trap of killing a soul whom Allaah has forbidden to be killed, which is a major sin.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "A man will be fine with
regard to his religion so long as he does not shed blood that it is forbidden to shed."
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(Narrated by al-Bukhaari from the hadeth of Ibn 'Umar, may Allaah be pleased with them
both).

Driving too fast is reckless, homicidal and suicidal: "And do not kill yourselves (nor kill one
another). Surely, Allaah is Most Merciful to you. And whoever commits that through
aggression and injustice, We shall cast him into the Fire, and that is easy for Allaah." (Al-
Nisa' 4:29-30)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "Whoever kills himself with a
piece of iron will have the piece of iron in his hand, stabbing himself in the stomach with it in
the Fire of Hell, for ever and ever, never ceasing." (The hadeeth was reported in al-
Saheehayn from Abu Hurayrah, may Allaah be pleased with him).

Allaah has commanded us to obey those in authority: "O you who believe! Obey Allaah
and obey the Messenger (Muhammad), and those of you (Muslims) who are in
authority" (Al-Nisa' 4:59)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: "Allaah likes three things for
you:… if you worship Him and do not associate anything with Him;… and if you cooperate
with those whom Allaah has placed in authority over you…" (Agreed upon).

And he said: "Religion is sincerity." We [the Sahaabah] said: "To whom?" he said: "To
Allaah, and His Book, and His Messenger, and to the leaders of the Muslims and their
common folk." (Narrated by Muslim).

Obeying laws is an attitude that is in accordance with the good attitudes that Allaah has
enjoined upon His believing slaves: "And the (faithful) slaves of the Most Gracious
(Allaah) are those who walk on the earth in humility and sedateness" (Al-Furqaan
25:63), meaning that they move in a gentle, tranquil, serene and dignified manner.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said that removing anything
harmful from the road that may injure people is one of the branches of faith, and it was said
in the hadeeth that Allaah admitted a man to Paradise because he removed some thorns from
the road. So what is wrong with these people who harm the Muslims on the road?

Fight against evil:

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), “Whoever among you sees an evil
action, let him change it with his hand [by taking action]; if he cannot, then with his tongue
[by speaking out]; and if he cannot, then with his heart [by hating it and feeling that it is
wrong] – and that is the weakest of faith” (Narrated by Muslim, 49), and his words, “Part of a
person’s being a good Muslim is his leaving alone that which does not concern him”
(narrated by al-Tirmidhi, 2317, classed as saheeh by Ibn al-Qayyim in al-Jawaab al-Kaafi, p.
112)
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“O you who believe! Take care of your ownselves. If you follow the (right) guidance [and
enjoin what is right (Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to do) and forbid what is
wrong (polytheism, disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden)] no hurt can come to you from
those who are in error”  (Al-Maa’idah 5:105)

I heard the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) say, ‘When the
people see an oppressor but they do not try to stop him, soon Allaah will cause all of them
to suffer punishment because of him.’”  (Narrated by al-Tirmidhi, 2168; Abu Dawood, 4338;
Ibn Maajah, 4005).

Enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil in the manner prescribed in Islam, based on
knowledge, kindness, patience, good intentions and doing it in the proper manner, is included in
the phrase “Take care of your ownselves…” and in the phrase “If you follow the (right)
guidance”.
A person should focus on his own interests by seeking knowledge and acting upon it.
It is not necessary to be in a position of authority in order to change evil actions by one's hand, or
to be a scholar in order to change them by one's tongue, rather it is sufficient to be able to change
them provided that that does not result in a greater evil than the one that you are denouncing. It is
sufficient for you to know that this is evil according to sharee’ah, so you denounce it by
speaking out.

Beautify, do not feel proud

From ‘Abd-Allaah ibn Mas’ood, who narrated that the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said: “No one will enter Paradise who has an atom’s-weight of pride
in his heart.” A man said, “What if a man likes his clothes to look good and his shoes to
look good?” He said, “Allaah is beautiful and loves beauty. Pride means denying the
truth and looking down on people .” (Muslim in his Saheeh, no. 131)

In Saheeh Muslim no. 1686 it says: “Allaah is good and only accepts that which is good.”

In Sunan al-Tirmidhi it says: “Allaah loves to see the effects of His blessing on His slave.”
(Narrated by al-Tirmidhi, no. 2963; he said it is hasan saheeh).

It was reported that Abu’l-Ahwas al-Jashami said: The Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) saw me wearing old, tattered clothes, and asked me, “Do you have any
wealth?” I said, “Yes.” He said, “What kind of wealth?” I said, “All that Allaah has given
me of camels and sheep.” He said, “Then show the generous blessings that He has given
you.” (Narrated by Ahmad, no. 15323; al-Tirmidhi, 1929; al-Nisaa’i, 5128).

Allaah loves to see the external beauty of His slaves which reflects His blessings on them,
and the inner beauty of their gratitude to Him for those blessings.

“And [Allaah] gave them Nadratan (a light of beauty) and joy. And their recompense shall
be Paradise and silken garments, because they were patient.” (Al-Insaan 76:11-12)
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Just as Allaah loves beauty in words, deeds, garments and outward appearance, so He hates
ugliness in words, deeds, garments and outward appearance.In Saheeh Muslim it is reported
that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Allaah does not look at
your outward appearance and your wealth, rather He looks at your hearts and deeds.”
(Saheeh Muslim, no. 4651).

He loves His slaves to beautify their tongues with the truth, to beautify their hearts with
sincere devotion (Ikhlaas), love, repentance and trust in Him, to beautify their faculties with
obedience, and to beautify their bodies by showing His blessings upon them in their clothing
and by keeping them pure and free of any filth, dirt or impurity, by removing the hairs which
should be removed, by circumcision, and by clipping the nails.

Gratitude, giving thanks (Shukr)

Narrated by Abu Bakrah: “When anything came to the Prophet which caused pleasure
(or, by which he was made glad), he prostrated himself in gratitude to Allah.” (Abu-
Dawud Book 14, Number 2768)

“And Allâh has brought you out from the wombs of your mothers while you know nothing. And
He gave you hearing, sight, and hearts that you might give thanks (to Allâh)’ (Al-Nahl
16:78)

“Whoever is content with a little provision from Allaah, Allaah will be content with a little
of righteous deeds from him”?
(This hadeeth was narrated by al-Bayhaqi in Shu’ab al-Eemaan (7/204). Its isnaad includes
Ishaaq ibn Muhammad al-Farawi, who was classed as da’eef by al-Nasaa’i, Abu Dawood and al-
Daaraqutni. See Meezaan al-I’tidaal, 1/351; Tahdheeb al-Tahdheeb, 1/217. It was also classed as
da’eef by al-‘Iraaqi in Takhreej al-Ihyaa’, 4/334.)

“Therefore remember Me  (by praying, glorifying). I will remember you, and be grateful
to Me  (for My countless Favours on you) and never be ungrateful to Me” (Al-Baqarah
2:152)

The sending of the Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) is a great blessing
for all of mankind. Among the rights that the Messenger has over us are that we should love
him, obey him and send blessings upon him.

Honouring one’s parents is achieved by obeying them, respecting them, being humble
towards them, treating them kindly, spending on them, praying for them, upholding ties of
kinship with those to whom one is related through them, and honouring their friends:

“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to
your parents” (Al-Israa’ 17:23)
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The rights of the mother in this regard are greater, because she is the one who bears the child,
gives birth to him and breastfeeds him. A man came to the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) and said, “O Messenger of Allaah, who is most deserving of my good
companionship?” He said, “Your mother.” He said, “Then who?” He said, “Your mother.”
He said, “Then who?” He said, “Your mother.” He said, “Then who?” He said, “Your
father.”  (Agreed upon. This version was narrated by al-Bukhaari, al-Adab, 78)

The believers are brothers and are an integrated nation.They treat one another with mercy
and compassion, and love one another. This includes love, sincerity (naseehah), relieving his
distress, concealing his mistakes, supporting him when he is in the right, respecting
neighbours and honouring guests. These rights also include returning greetings of salaam,
visiting the sick, accepting invitations, saying “yarhamuk Allaah” (may Allaah have mercy
on you) to a Muslim when he sneezes, and attending his funeral.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The rights of one Muslim
over another are five: returning the greeting of salaam, saying ‘yarhamuk Allaah”(may
Allaah have mercy on you)’ when he sneezes, accepting invitations, visiting the sick and
attending funerals.” (Narrated by Muslim, 2625)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Jibreel kept on enjoining
the good treatment of neighbours to the extent that I thought that he would include
neighbours as heirs.” (Agreed upon. Narrated by Muslim, 2625)

Among the rights of one neighbour over another as affirmed by Islam are the initiation of
greetings, visiting him if he is sick, offering condolences if calamity befalls him,
congratulating him at times of joy, overlooking his mistakes, concealing his faults, bearing
his annoyance with patience, giving him gifts, lending him money if he needs it, lowering
one’s gaze from looking at his womenfolk, and guiding him to that which will benefit him in
his religious and worldly affairs.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:  “The best of companions
with Allaah is the one who is best to his companion, and the best of neighbours with
Him is the one who is best to his neighbour.”(Narrated by al-Bukhaari in al-Adab al-
Mufrad, 115)

“Worship Allaah and join none with Him (in worship); and do good to parents,
kinsfolk, orphans, Al-Masaakeen (the poor), the neighbour who is near of kin, the
neighbour who is a stranger, the companion by your side” (Al-Nisaa’ 4:36)

Islam warns against annoying one’s neighbours or treating them badly.

The Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) explained that this would lead to
being deprived of Paradise: “He will not enter Paradise from whose harm his neighbour
is not safe.” (Agreed upon. Narrated by Muslim, 64).
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Correct way of jocking

It is forbidden to joke about the message of Allaah Ta’alah: “If you ask them (about this), they
declare: ‘We were only talking idly and joking.’ Say: ‘Was it at Allaah, and His Ayaat (proofs,
evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) and His Messenger that you were mocking?’
Make no excuse; you disbelieved after you had believed” (Al-Tawbah 9:65-66)

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Woe to the one who tells lies to
make people laugh, woe to him.” (Narrated by Abu Dawood).

It was narrated that Abu Layla said: “The companions of Muhammad (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him) said that they were travelling with the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allaah be upon him), and a man among them fell asleep. Some of them got a rope and tied him
up, and he got scared. The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him)
said: ‘It is not permissible for a Muslim to frighten another Muslim.’” (Narrated by Abu
Dawood).

“O you who believe! Let not a group scoff (showing your contempt by derision ) at another
group, it may be that the latter are better than the former. Nor let (some) women scoff at other
women, it may be that the latter are better than the former. Nor defame one another, nor insult
one another by nicknames. How bad is it to insult one’s brother after having Faith”  (Al-
Hujuraat 49:11)

Imaam al-Nawawi (may Allaah have mercy on him) said: “The kind of joking which is
forbidden is that which is excessive and persistent, for it leads to too much laughter and
hardening of the heart, it distracts from remembrance of Allaah, and it often leads to hurt
feelings, generates hatred and causes people to lose respect and dignity. But whoever is safe
from such dangers, then that which the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) used to do is permissible for him.”

You should not joke with ignorant people, fools or people whom you do not know.

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “Do not laugh too much, for
laughing too much deadens the heart.” (Saheeh al-Jaami’, 7312)

Some people think that they can talk about others, and say that this is by way of joking, but it is
included in the hadeeth of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him),
“[Backbiting is] your mentioning about your brother something that he dislikes.” (Narrated
by Muslim)

A man said to Sufyaan ibn ‘Uyaynah (may Allaah be pleased with him), “Joking is not right, it is
to be denounced.” He replied, “Rather it is Sunnah, but only for those who know how to do it
and do it at the appropriate time.”
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The Islamic personality:

A Muslim is a person who never stays away from the communiry:
AbuDharr narrated, The Prophet (p.b.u.h) said: "He who separates from the community
within a span takes off the noose of Islam from his neck."
[Sunan Abu-Dawud]

A report narrated by al-Tirmidhi (5207) and Ibn Maajah (4032), says that the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allaah be upon him) said: “The believer who mixes with people and patiently bears
their annoyance will have a greater reward than the believer who does not mix with people and
patiently bear their annoyance.” (Classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Tirmidhi, 2035).

A report narrated by al-Tirmidhi (1574) from Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him)
said: “One of the Companions of the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be
upon him) came upon a mountain pass where there was a small spring of fresh water, which
delighted him because it was so good. He said, ‘What if I were to withdraw from the people and
settle in this mountain pass? But I will not do it until I seek the permission of the Messenger of
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him).’ So he mentioned it to the Messenger of
Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him), who said: ‘Do not do that, for if any one of
you remains striving for the sake of Allaah, it is better than praying in His House for seventy
years. Do you not want Allaah to forgive you and admit you to Paradise? Fight in Allaah's cause.
He who fights in Allaah's cause as long as the time between two milkings of a she-camel will be
assured of Paradise.’” (It was classed as hasan by al-Albaani in Saheeh al-Tirmidhi, 1348).

However, if a Muslim fears for his religious commitment because of widespread tribulation, he is
allowed to isolate himself fromt h community. This is only when kufr and bidah are widespread
so that he will not apostatize or deviate from the truth, or fall into shirk or abandon the basic
principles and pillars of Islam, etc/

Al-Bukhaari narrated (Kitaab al-Fitan, 7088) that Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri (may Allaah be pleased
with him) said: The Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) said:
“Soon there will come a time when the best wealth a Muslim will have will be sheep which he
will take to the mountaintops and places where rain falls, fleeing for the sake of his religious
commitment from tribulation.” And Muslim narrated a similar hadeeth in his Saheeh (1888), also
from Abu Sa’eed al-Khudri (may Allaah be pleased with him), which says that a man came to
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) and said, “Which of the people is best?”
He said, “A man who strives in jihad for the sake of Allaah with his wealth and his self.” He
asked, “Then who?” He said, “A believer in a mountain pass who worships Allaah and leaves the
people alone.”

The Islamic personality

"For every action there is a period of enthusiasm / activity, and for every period of enthusiasm /
activity there is a period of rest / inactivity. So he whose period of rest / inactivity is in
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accordance with my Sunnah then he is rightly guided, but he whose period of rest / inactivity
accords with other than this, then he is destroyed."

The Islâmic Personality will not be completed until the person follows and implements the
Religion (Dîn) of Allâh the One free of all imperfections, and the Most High says:

"O you who believe! Enter into Islâm perfectly (completely)." (Soorah al-Baqarah
(2):208)

Purity and Sincerity of Intention
Distinctness
Justice and Being Justly Balanced
From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"Love the one whom you love to a certain degree (moderately), perhaps one day he will be
someone for whom you have hatred, and hate the one for whom you have hatred to a certain
degree (moderately), perhaps one day he will be one whom you love." (Reported by at-Tirmidhee
(no. 1997) and others)

"Thus we have made you a justly balanced nation, that you be witnesses over mankind
and the Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) be a witness over you." (Soorah al-
Baqarah (2): 143)
Striving Against One's Desires
From al-'Alâ ibn Ziyâd who said:
"A man asked 'Abdullâh ibn 'Amr ibn al-'Aas, saying: Which of the Believers is best in his
Islâm? He replied: "He from whose tongue and hand the Muslims are safe."  He asked: Then
what is the best Jihâd? He replied: "He who strives against his own self and desires for Allâh."
He asked: Then which of those who migrates (performs hijrah) is best? He replied: "He who
strives against his own self and desires for Allâh." He asked: Is it something you have said O
'Abdullah ibn 'Amr, or Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam)? He said: Rather Allâh's
Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) said it." (Reported by Ibn Nasr al-Marwazee in Ta'zeem
Qadris Salaat (no. 639))

"As for those who strive hard in Us (Our Cause), We will surely guide them to Our
Paths (i.e. Allâh's Religion)." (Soorah al-Ankaboot (29):69)
Gentleness
From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"Indeed Allâh is gentle and loves gentleness, and gives due to gentleness that which He does not
give to harshness." (Reported by Ibn Majah (no. 3688) and Ibn Hibaan (no. 549))

From Abu Hurairah (radiyallaahu 'anhu) who said that Allaah's Messenger (salallaahu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said: Indeed Allaah is gentle and loves gentleness, and gives due to gentleness that
which He does not give to harshness. (Reported by Ibn Majah, no. 3688  and Ibn Hibaan, no.
549)
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Returning to the Truth
From Ibn 'Abbâs (radiyAllâhu 'anhumaa) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"There is no believing servant except that he has a sin which he commits from time to time, or a
sin in which he persists in and does not abandon until he leaves this world. Indeed the Believer
was created as one who is frequently tried and tested, who often repents (then) forgets. When he
is admonished he accepts the admonition." (Reported by at-Tabaraanee in al-Mu'jamul Kabeer
(no. 11,810) its chain of narration is hasan.)
Responsibility
The Muslim Seeks to Make Excuses for Other Muslims
The Muslim does not Harbour Envy
From Ibn Mas'ood (radiyAllâhu 'anhumaa) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"There is to be no envy except with regard to two (19): A man whom Allâh has given wealth
which he strives to spend righteously, and a man to whom Allâh has given the Wisdom (i.e. the
Qur'aan) and he acts according to it and teaches it to others." (Reported by al-Bukharee (Eng.
Trans. 1/62/no.73))
Following and Applying Divine Guidance
From Umm ud-Dardâ (radiyAllâhu 'anhaa) who said: I said to Abû Dardâ (radiyAllâhu 'anhu):
Will you not seek for things to entertain your guests just as others seek for things for their
guests? So he replied: I heard Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) say:
"Ahead of you is a steep mountain which will not be surmounted by those who are
overburdened." So I wish to lighten my load for that ascent! (al-Haakim (4/574), al-Baihaqee in
Shu'abul Eemaan and others and its chain of narration is saheeh)
The Muslim Has No Free Time
From Ibn 'Abbaas (radiyAllâhu 'anhumaa) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"There are two blessings which many people lose: health and free time." (Reported by al-
Bukharee (Eng. Trans. 8/282/no.421)
The Muslim's Piety and Self Restraint
From an-Nu'maan ibn Basheer (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that I heard Allâh's Messenger
(salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) say:
"That which is lawful is clear, and that which is forbidden is clear, and between them are
doubtful matters about which many of the people have no knowledge. So whoever avoids
doubtful matters saves his Religion and his honour, and whoever falls into doubtful matters
falls into what is forbidden. Just like a shepherd who grazes (his sheep) near to a private pasture
(of another), he will soon stray on to it. Indeed for every king there is a private preserve. Indeed
the preserve of Allâh are those things which He has forbidden. Indeed there is a piece of flesh in
the body which if it is good, then the whole body is good, but if it is corrupt then the whole body
is corrupt. Indeed it is the heart."  (Reported by al-Bukharee (Eng. Trans. 1/44/no.49) and
Muslim (Eng. Trans. 3/840/no.3882))
The Muslim is Honest and Truthful in All his Affairs
From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
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"Three things are the sign of the hypocrite: when he speaks he tells lies, when he promises he
breaks it and when he is trusted he proves to be dishonest." (Reported by al-Bukharee (Eng.
Trans. 1/31/no.32) and Muslim (Eng. Trans. 1/40/no.112))
Knowledge for Knowledge
From Jaabir (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'aliahi wa'sallam)
said:
"Do not acquire knowledge in order to compete with the scholars, nor to argue with the
ignorant, nor to gain mastery over the gatherings. Since whoever does that, then: The Fire! The
Fire!" (Reported by al-Bukharee in al-Adabul Mufrad (no. 239), Aboo Dawood (Eng. Trans.
3/1370/no.4900) and others. Its chain of narration is hasan)
The Believer is a Mirror for His Brother
From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"The believer is a mirror for the believer, and the believer is the brother of the believer. He
safeguards his property for him and defends him from behind." (Reported by Muslim (Eng.
Trans. 4/1488/no.6853))
The Muslim's Struggle and his Devil
From Iyaad ibn Himaar al Mujaashi'ee (radiyAllâhu ;anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger
(salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) said:
"Indeed my Lord ordered me to teach you that which you do not know, from that which He
taught me this day, (instructing me): 'The wealth which I confer upon a servant is all lawful for
him, and I created all My servants having natural inclination to the true way but the devils came
to them and turned them away from their (true) Religion, and they forbade for them that which I
made lawful for them, and they ordered them to associate in worship with Me that for which I
sent down no authority.' Allâh looked upon the people of the earth and hated them, the Arabs
and the non-Arabs, except for some remnants of the People of the Book, and He said: 'I sent you
only to put you to the test and to tests others through you, and I sent down to you a Book which
cannot be washed away by water, which you will retain and recite whilst asleep and whilst
awake.' Allâh ordered me to destroy the Quraysh so I said: 'O my Lord they would break my
head just as bread is broken.' So He said: 'Turn them out just as they turned you out, and fight
them and We shall aid you, and spend and We shall provide for you. Send an army and We will
send five more like it. Fight along with those who disobey you. The people of paradise are three:
The ruler who is just, who spends in charity and is guided to do good; and a man who is merciful
and kind hearted towards every relative and Muslim; and the chaste one who does not beg
despite having a family to support. The people of the fire are five: The weak who does not have
the will to avoid evil, those amongst you who are merely followers (of others), they do not seek
after family or wealth; and the dishonest whose greed cannot be concealed even in the case of
minor things; and a man who will betray you morning and evening with regard to your family
and your wealth (He also mentioned miserliness or telling lies) and the person of evil manners
and foul speech.' "
Remembrance of Allâh
From Nu'maan ibn Basheer (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger said:
"Supplication (ad-Du'aa) is worship, your Lord the Mighty and Majestic said: 'Call upon Me –
I will respond to your invocation.' (Ahmad (4/267, 271, 276) and others) "
He does not protect himself from Satan except through remembrance of Allâh, the Mighty and
Majestic. (Reported by Ahmad (no. 5385) and others)
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The Muslim Does Not Fall Into Backbiting
From Ibn 'Umar (radiyAllâhu 'anhumaa) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"Whoever intercedes and prevents one of the punishments prescribed by Allâh, the Mighty and
Majestic, then he has opposed Allâh regarding His orders. Whoever dies with a debt due on him
then it will not be repaid by deenaars and dirhams but rather by good and bad deeds. Whoever
disputes for something which he knows is false then he remains in Allâh's anger until he desists.
Whoever accuses a believer of something that is untrue then Allâh will make him dwell in the pus
flowing from the inhabitants of the Fire and he will not leaver until he retracts from what he
said." (Reported by at-Tirmidhee (no.2318) and others)
The Muslim Does Not Pry into the Matters that do not Concern Him
From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger said:
"From the perfection of a person's Islâm is that he leaves alone that which does not concern
him." (Reported by Aboo Dawood (Eng. Trans. Vol.3/p.1312/no.3664) and others, with chain of
narration being hasan)
All of His Actions are for Allâh
From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger said:
"Whoever loves for Allâh and hates for Allâh, gives for Allâh and withholds for Allâh, then he
has completed eemaan." (Reported by Ahmad (3/38,55), At-Tirmidhee (no.2685))
The Muslim Repents and Turns Back to Allâh
From Abû Sa'îd al-Khudrî (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger said:
"The example of the believer with regards to eemaan is like the example of a horse with
regards to its tethering stake; it roams around and then returns to its tethering stake, and the
believer is negligent and then he turns to his eemaan. So feed the pious with your food and
treat the believers well." (Reported by at-Tirmidhee in as-Sunan (no.1991))
The Essential Characteristics of His Personality
From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger said:
"Two characteristics are not found together in a hypocrite: good manners and understanding
of the Religion." (Reported by Muslim (Eng. Trans. Vol.4, p.1436, no.6223))
Honest Jesting
From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said: We said: O Messenger of Allâh! You jest
with us? He said (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam):
"Yes except that I do not say except what is true."  (Reported by Ahmad (5/331) and others)
A Time for This and a Time for That
From Hanzalah al-Usayyidee who said:
"Abu Bakr met me and asked: How are you O Hanzalah? I Replied: Hanzalah is guilty of
hypocrisy! He said: Free is Allâh and far removed from all defects! What are you saying? I said:
When we are with Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) and he reminds us of the Fire
and Paradise it is as if we were seeing it with our own eyes. Then when we depart from Allâh's
Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) and attend our wives, our children and our business, then
much of this slips from our mind. Abu Bakr said: By Allâh we also experience the same. So I
went with Abu Bakr until we entered upon Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam). I
said: Hanzalah is guilty of hypocrisy O Messenger of Allâh (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam). So
Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) said: And how is that? I said When we are with
you, you remind us of the Fire and of Paradise and it is as if we are seeing it with our own eyes.
Then when we depart from you and attend our wives, our children and our business then much of
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this slips from our minds. So Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam said: By Him in
whose hand is my soul if you remained continually as you are when you are with me and in
remembering (Allâh) then the angels would shake hands with you upon your beds and upon
your roads. But O Hanzalah, (there is) a time for this and a time for that, (there is) a time for
this and a time for that, (there is) a time for this and a time for that." (Reported by al-Bukharee
(Eng. Trans. 8/214/no.320))
He Does Not Take Sins Lightly
From Sahl ibn Sa'd (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"Beware of sins which are treated as being minor, just like a people who encamp in the centre
of a valley, so someone brings a stick of firewood and someone else brings a stick until they
are therefore able to bake their bread. Likewise sins which are treated as being minor and for
which the person is taken to account will destroy him." (Reported by Muslim (Eng. Trans.
4/1366/no.6248))

“So it is just as the noble companion 'Abdullah ibn Mas'ood said: The believer sees his sins as if
he were sitting beneath a mountain which he feared was about to fall upon him, whereas the
wicked sees his sins like a man who finds a fly settle upon his nose, so he does this (one of the
narrators said: He brushes it away from his nose)” (Reported by al-Bukharee, al-Baihaqee and
others)
The Muslim Does not Commit Oppression
From Jaabir ibn 'Abdullah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"Beware of committing oppression for on the Day of Resurrection oppression will be darkness,
and beware of avarice for avarice destroyed those who came before you, it led them into
shedding blood and into making lawful that which was forbidden for them." (Reported by al-
Haakim (4/324) and others)
Oppression is of two types: (i) A person oppressing his own soul and (ii) his oppressing others.
So a person oppressing his own soul causes him to feel at home with his sins and to commit
them, and causes him to abandon acts of obedience to Allâh.
He is not a carrier of Malicious Reports
He is not Attached to This World
From Sahl ibn Aa'd (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"Jibreel came to me and said: O Muhammad! Live as you will for you must certainly die; love
whom you will since you must certainly leave him; act as you will since you shall certainly be
given due reward for it; know that the believers eminence is his standing in prayer during the
night, and his honour is having sufficiency without dependency upon the people." (Majmoo'ul
Fataawaa (10/615))
Disassociation from this World
From Aboo Umaamah Iyaas ibn Tha'labah who said:
The Companions of Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) mentioned this world one
day in his presence, so Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) said: "Will you not listen,
will you not listen! Wearing old clothes is part if eemaan, wearing old clothes is part of
eemaan!" (Reported by al-Bukharee (Eng. Trans. 4/146/no.232))
Good Actions
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From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"Charity (sadaqah) is due upon every joint of a person on every day that the sun rises.
Administering justice between two people is an act of charity; and to help a man concerning his
riding beast by helping him on to it or lifting his luggage on to it is an act of charity; a good
word is charity; and every step which you take to prayer is charity; and removing that which is
harmful from the road is charity." (Reported by Ahmad and others)
The Muslim is Contented and Satisfied
From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"Richness is not having many belongings, but richness is the richness of the soul
(contentment)."
Devotion to the Religion of Islâm
From Ka'b ibn Maalik al-Ansaaree (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger
(salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam) said:
"Two hungry wolves let loose amongst sheep will not cause more harm to them than a persons
craving after wealth and status will do to his Religion." (Reported by al-Bukharee (8/50/80))
How the Muslim Deals With People
From Aa'ishah (radiyAllâhu 'anhaa) who said that a man sought permission to enter upon the
Prophet (salAllâhu 'alaihi wa'sallam), so he said:
"The worst people in station before Allâh on the Day of Resurrection are those whom the
people desert, or abandon, in order to save themselves from their evil speech." (Reported by
Ahmad (6/446 and 448))
Visiting Brothers
From Abû Hurayrah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"A man went out to visit a brother of his in a different village, so Allâh, the Most High, put an
angel in wait for him in the road. So when the angel came to him he said: Where are you going?
He said: I am going to visit a brother in this village. He said: Is it that you have done something
for him for which you seek repayment? He said: No, it is just that I love him for Allâh's sake. He
said: Then I am one sent by Allâh to you (to inform you) that Allâh, the Mighty and Majestic,
loves you, just as you have loved for His sake." (Reported by Ahmad, Ibn Majah and others,
with weak chain of narration)
The Muslim's Character
From Abu Darda (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) said:
"There is nothing which is heavier upon the balance than the good character."
The Muslim hopes for good for Himself and His Brothers
From Jundub (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that the Messenger of Allâh (salAllâhu 'alaihi
wa'sallam) narrated:
"That a man said: By Allâh, Allâh will not forgive so and so. Whereas Allâh, the Most High said:
Who is it who swears by Me that I will not forgive so and so, for I have forgiven so and so, and
have rendered your actions futile." (Soorah al-Israa (17):36)
Ordering Good and Forbidding Evil
From Aboo Sa'eed al-Khudree (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said:
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“Accompany them (bad rulers) with your bodies and differ with them by your actions, and bear
witness for the doer of good from them that he is a doer of good, and for the doer of evil that he
is a doer of evil." (Muslim (Eng. Trans. 4/1471/no.6752))
Being Cautious to Avoid Animosity and Dissention
From Jaabir ibn 'Abdullah (radiyAllâhu 'anhu) who said that Allâh's Messenger said:
"Indeed Satan has despaired that those who pray should worship (him) in the Arabian
peninsular, however (he seeks) to provoke animosity between them."
The Means To Escape the Trial which Befalls the People
From Abdullah ibn Mas'ood (radiyAllâhu 'anhumaa) who said:
"How will you be when you are covered by a trial in which the young grow up and the old
become infirm. If anything of it is abandoned it is said: The Sunnah has been abandoned. It was
said: When will that occur, O Aboo Abdur Rahman? He said: When your scholars pass away,
and those ignorant amongst you become many; when those who recite amongst you are many,
but those who have understanding of the religion are few; when your leaders are many, but those
who are trustworthy are few; when this world is sought with actions of the Hereafter; and when
knowledge is sought for other than the Religion."

Toma'aneenah (satisfaction of the heart with circumstances without any sense of anxiety
or restlessness) is tranquillity. Allah says, "Those who believe and whose hearts find
toma'aneenah in the remembrance of Allah. Verily in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find
toma'aneenah." (13:28)

"O you the one with toma'aneenah! Come back to your Lord, well-pleased and well-pleasing
unto Him! Enter you, then among My honored slaves, and enter My Paradise." [89:27-30]


