
 
 
 

 CONFIDENCE IN ALLAH 

 AND ITS EFFECT ON THE ISLAMIC WORK 

 

By Saffa Shirida 

 

 A believer's confidence in Allah results from his realization 

that Allah is Al-Haqq (the True One) and everything else is false; 

that His Guidance is the only guidance and there is nothing 

beyond it except error; and that Allah is the only source of victory.  

With these facts in cognizance, a believer never hesitates on his 

way towards the Pleasure of Allah as his ultimate goal.  A believer 

feels the pride of being a servant of Allah alone; not like those 

who associate partners with Him and treat them as their gods.  A 

believer gives his Wala' (loyalty) exclusively to Allah (SWT), and 

firmly believes that he is supported by the Supreme, and 

consequently relies completely on Him, 

 

 "So put your trust in Allah, for you are on manifest 

Truth" (27:79) 

 

 "Then when you have taken a decision, put your trust 

in Allah; certainly Allah loves those who put their 

trust (in Him).  If Allah helps you, none can overcome 

you; if He forsakes you, who is there that can help 

you? In Allah, then, let believers put their trust." 

(3:159-60) 

 

 "Say: `Nothing will happen to us except what Allah 

has decreed for us; He is our Protector, and in Allah 

let believers put their trust." (9:51) 

 



 
 
 

The confidence in Allah and His promise to the believers is what 

made the Sahabah (companions), may Allah be pleased with them 

all, whom Say Qutb describes as `a unique Qur'anic generation' 

sacrifice their souls to get the promised price, i.e., Jannah.  When 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) called his companions saying "Come 

on to a Garden whereof the breadth is as the breadth of the 

heavens and the earth", Umair ibn Al Hamam, may Allah be 

pleased with him, said "Bakhen bakhen! (Word of discretion).  

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "What made you say so?" 

Umair answered "The hope of being one of its dweller".  The 

Prophet said, "You are one of its dwellers".  Umair took some 

dates out of his pocket and started eating them.  Then he threw 

them away and said, "If I waited until I finished eating those 

dates, what a long life it would be" (Muslim).  He then rushed to 

the battlefield and fought until he gained martyrdom. 

 

 The Qur'an teaches us to fear Allah and trust Him, and only 

Him: 

 

 "Say: `Call your (so-called) partners (of Allah), scheme 

(your worst) against me, and give me no respite!  For 

my Protector is Allah Who has revealed the Book, and 

He protects the righteous." (7:195-6) 

The result of such confidence is what we all know from history: 

Dignity and victory was granted to those who trusted Allah, and 

humiliation and defeat was cast upon the tyrants who had 

tormented and killed the righteous. Then many of the second 

party saw the light and joined the believers. 

 

 A Da'iya (Caller to Allah) can achieve nothing unless he 

possesses such confidence and such determination.  And no 



 
 
 

matter how powerful falsehood might seem, and how blatant it is 

in its enmity to the Truth and its followers, the Da'iyas should 

pursue their way and perform their duties. 

 

Beware of Weakness! 

 The Qur'an warns us against weakness that might creep into 

our hearts and causes us to surrender 

 

 "And be not weak in pursuit of the enemy; if you are 

suffering hardship then they too are suffering, but 

you have hope from Allah that which they hope not, 

and Allah is ever All-Knowing, All-Wise." (4:104) 

 

 "So be not weak and ask not for peace (from the 

enemies) while you are having the upper hand.  Allah 

is with you and will never decrease the reward of your 

deeds" (47:35) 

 

 Also the Qur'an teaches the Mujahideen that victory is from 

Allah, and that: 

 

 "How often has a small group overcome a mighty 

host by Allah's leave? And Allah is with the 

steadfast." (2:249) 

 

 "If there are twenty steadfast amongst you, they will 

overcome two hundred; and if there be of you a 

hundred steadfast they will overcome a thousand of 

those who disbelieve, that is because they are a 

people without understanding" (8:65) 

 



 
 
 

 "And there is no victory except from Allah; Allah is 

Exalted, Wise"  (8:10) 

 

 "That is because Allah is the Protector of those who 

believe, and because the disbelievers have no 

protector" (47:11) 

 

 The martyr Abdul-Qadir Audah, may Allah have mercy on 

him, realizing that Allah (SWT) will never let the sincere believers 

down, and will not let the flag of righteousness fall in the hands of 

the tyrants, wrote: "This is the Da'wah of Allah, and not of people. 

Allah has taught the Muslims that Da'wah should be linked with 

Him alone and not with those who perform it.  The only share the 

Da'iyas get out of this Da'wah is the reward Allah (SWT) bestows 

on him; and he who declines from working for it, deprives himself 

of the reward; but will not harm the Da'wah in the least". 

 

 Another Da'iya wrote: "O young people! Shape yourselves 

according to the way of the holy Qur'an, and Allah will grant you 

dignity and power, for if you do you will really be the best 

Ummah.  So take your position, my Brother! Proceed on the way 

of Truth, with the Book of Allah in your right hand, and the 

Sunnah of His Apostle (PBUH) in your left, and in your heart carry 

the Shahadah "La Ilaha Ill-Allah, Muhammad Rasool-Ullah". 

 

Being with Allah at All Times: 

 One Da'iya wrote: "This means that I should always be with 

Allah, filled with confidence that He is capable of granting me 

victory if I work for it.  And if I cannot pick the fruits in this life, 

they will be waiting for me there, with my Lord, tomorrow.   

 



 
 
 

 I should be with Allah in my thinking and meditation, and in 

the glance of my eyes, thinking of His beautiful creation so I 

remember that behind this creation is a Creator and behind this 

universe is a Cherisher and Sustainer. 

 

 I should be with Allah at time of danger and hardship, 

believing that He does not let believers down, and that with 

difficulty comes relief from Allah.  He bestows relief on the 

workers who defeat Satan by remaining united at all times, even 

in presence of differences in opinion." 

 

 "The similitude of the Muslim Da'iya in his reliance on Allah 

is that of the child with his mother; he does not know anybody 

else; he is attached to no one other than her; seeks refuge in her 

alone; and relies on none but his mother.  But this does not mean 

that a Da'iya refrains from exploiting all available means, but it 

means that he/she should not rely upon them. 

 

Factors Which Enhance Confidence in Allah: 

 

1. Belief in Allah's Names and Attributes: 

 The belief in Allah's Names and Attributes, as they are 

described in His Holy Book, has a great effect on one's soul. This 

knowledge makes one's faith stronger since through which one 

comes to know the Creator, and realize His Supreme Qualities: 

Might, Mercy, Punishment, Forgiveness, Dignity, Omnipotence, 

Omniscience, etc.  The result is that a Muslim becomes one of 

those: 

 



 
 
 

 "who have believed, and whose hearts find rest in the 

remembrance of Allah.  Verily in the remembrance of 

Allah do hearts find rest" (13:28) 

 

 And he who believes in the Names and Attributes of Allah 

never gives up. He believes in Him in Whose Hands lies the fate of 

all creations; with this in cognizance a believer lives in rest and 

peace even though he might be suffering all kinds of hardship in 

this life. 

 

2. Belief in Angels: 

 The second pillar of faith is to believe in the angels of Allah, 

that they obey Allah and never disobey Him, that Allah (SWT) has 

appointed them to specific tasks and that He has given them great 

strength to perform their tasks.  A Muslim also believes that Allah 

sends down His angels to support the believers: 

 

 "When your Lord inspired the angels, `Verily I am with 

you, so keep firm those who have believed.  I will cast 

terror into the hearts of those who have disbelieved." 

(8:12) 

 

 

3. Belief in the Day of Judgement: 

 This is one of the major pillars of the Islamic Aqidah.  A 

Muslim is commanded to support the Truth and destroy 

falsehood, and do good deeds and avoid evil in this life.  

Therefore, there has to exist another life where people will be 

resurrected and held accountable for their deeds. 

 



 
 
 

 The belief in the Day of Judgement is a great bounty Allah 

(SWT) bestows upon His servants whereby their hearts rest in 

confidence that they will receive their full reward from Him. 

 

Examples of Confidence in Allah: 

 

A. Confidence of the Prophets in Allah: 

1. Ibrahim (PBUH): 

 His confidence in Allah made Prophet Ibrahim (PBUH) argue 

with his people, showing them how foolish they are to worship 

idols that cannot benefit or harm them: 

 

 "He said: Do they listen to you when you call them? 

Or do they do you good or harm? They said: No, but 

we found our fathers doing so.  He said: Do you then 

see whom you have been worshipping, you and your 

fathers before you? They are enemies to me, except 

the Lord of the worlds" (26:73-7) 

 

Their reaction, after being struck down with argument, was: 

 

 "They said: Burn him and protect your gods, if you do 

(anything at all)!" (21:68) 

 

Then came the decision of Allah: 

 

 "We said: O Fire! Be cool and safe for Ibrahim." 

(21:69) 

 

 It has been narrated that when Ibrahim (PBUH) was thrown 

into the fire, the angel came to him and asked him if he needed 



 
 
 

some help.  He answered: "From you, No!  From Allah?  His 

knowledge of my situation makes me in no need to ask Him". 

 

2. Musa (PBUH): 

 When Musa was delivering his people out of Egypt, Pharaoh 

and his troops followed them: 

 

 "So they pursued them at sunrise.  And when the two 

bodies saw each other, the people of Musa said: `We 

are sure to be overtaken'.  Musa said: `By no means! 

My Lord is with me! Soon will He guide me!  Then We 

told Musa by inspiration: `Strike the sea with your 

rod' So it divided, and each separate part became like 

the huge, firm mass of a mountain." (26:61-4) 

 

So even those who believed with Musa thought that they would 

be overtaken, but for him, his confidence in Allah (SWT) was much 

greater than the expected danger. 

 

3. Muhammad (PBUH): 

 Abdullah ibn Mas'ud narrated: "Once the Prophet (PBUH) 

was offering prayer at Ka'bah.  Abu Jahl was sitting with some of 

his companions.  One of them said to the others: `Who amongst 

you will bring the abdominal contents (intestines, etc.) of a camel 

of Bani so-and-so and put it on the back of Muhammad when he 

prostrates?  The most unfortunate of them got up and brought it.  

He waited until the Prophet (PBUH) prostrated and then placed it 

on his back between his shoulders.  I was watching but could not 

do anything.  I wish I had some people with me to hold out against 

them.  They started laughing and falling on one another.  Allah's 

Apostle was in prostration and he did not lift his head up until 



 
 
 

Fatimah, may Allah be pleased with her, the Prophet's daughter, 

came and threw that away from his back.  He raised his head and 

said thrice: `O Allah! Punish Quraish.'  It was so hard on Abu Jahl 

and his companions when the Prophet (PBUH) invoked Allah 

against them as they had a conviction that the prayers and 

invocations were accepted in this city (Makkah).  The Prophet 

(PBUH) said: `O Allah! Punish Abu Jahl, Utbah ibn Rabi'ah, 

Shaibah ibn Rabi'ah, Al-Waleed ibn Utbah, Umayyah ibn Khalaf, 

and Uqbah ibn Abi Mu'it'. And he mentioned the seventh whose 

name I cannot recall.  By Allah, I saw the dead bodies of those 

persons who were counted by Allah's Apostle (PBUH) in the 

Qulaib (one of the wells) of Badr" (Bukhari & Muslim). 

 

 In his search for support for his Da'wah, Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) went to the town of Al-Ta'ef in order to call 

its people, the tribe of Thaqeef, to Islam.  He spent there ten days 

calling for Islam but to no avail; instead, he was badly insulted and 

driven away.  The leaders of Thaqeef even ordered their children 

and insolent fellows to throw rocks at him (PBUH) until his head 

and feet got wounded.  While Prophet Muhammad was in that 

condition, the Angel of the Mountains came to him and said: 

"Give me permission to crush them between Al-Akhshabain (two 

mountains)!"  The Prophet (PBUH) answered: "Don't! I hope that 

Allah (SWT) will bring out from their backbones an offspring that 

worship Him alone" (Muslim).  His confidence in the promise of 

Allah (SWT) that victory was coming sooner or later made Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH) refuse to revenge for himself, but instead, 

hope that those people's offspring will worship Allah alone; and, 

of course that was what happened. 

 

B. Confidence of the Sahabah in Allah and His Messenger: 



 
 
 

 Al-Bara' ibn Aazeb narrated: "After the Battle of Hunain, the 

Prophet (PBUH) commanded us to dig the Trench.  While we were 

digging we came across a huge, extremely hard rock which our 

pickaxes could not break.  We complained to Allah's Apostle 

(PBUH); he looked at the rock, took a pickax and said "Bismillah" 

and hit it once so one third of it was broken; he said, "Allahu 

Akbar! I have been given the keys to Syria! By Allah, I can see its 

red palaces".  Then he hit it again and broke another third, he 

said: "Allahu Akbar! I have been given the keys to Persia! By 

Allah, I can see the White Palace of Al-Mada'en".  Finally he hit 

the rock, shattered the rest of it and said, "Allahu Akbar! I have 

been given the keys to Yemen! By Allah, I can see the gates of 

San'a' from where I am standing right now". 

 

 The above incident happened during the Battle of Al-Ahzab.  

The Sahabah were digging under extremely hard conditions: the 

weather was cold, food was less than enough and water was 

scarce.  They realized that they were going to face hardships the 

worst of which was the siege that Quraish and the rest of the 

Arabs had intended to make around Madinah.  All that did not 

deter the Sahabah from digging the trench.  When the Prophet 

(PBUH) came and broke the rock, he promised them with great 

victories which, if they had not had limitless confidence in Allah 

and the Prophet, would have seemed to them unreasonable, or at 

least too ambitious.  Instead, the Prophet's glad-tidings 

encouraged them more and made them forget their fear, hunger, 

thirst and fatigue.  Finally, Allah (SWT) granted them victory 

without fighting with the enemy, 

 

 "O you who believe! Remember the favor of Allah to 

you, when there came against you hosts, and We sent 



 
 
 

against them a wind and forces that you saw not.  

And Allah is ever-Seer of what you do" (33:9) 

 

 When Abdullah ibn Mas'ud was on his deathbed, Uthman 

ibn Affan, may Allah be pleased with him came to visit him and 

asked him, "What are you suffering from?" "My sins", Abdullah 

replied.  Uthman asked, "What are you hoping for?"  Abdullah 

answered, "My Lord's Mercy".  Uthman asked, "Do you want me 

to order a physician for you?"  "The physician is what made me 

sick", answered ibn Mas'ud".  "Do you want me to order some 

money for you?" asked Uthman.  Abdullah answered, "I am in no 

need for it".  Uthman said, "It will be for your daughters after 

you".  Abdullah said, "Do you fear that my daughters may suffer 

poverty?  I commanded them to recite Surat-ul-Waqi'ah every 

night.  I heard Allah's Apostle (PBUH) say: "Whoever recites Surat-

ul-Waqi'ah every night never becomes poor"
1
. 

 

C. Confidence of the Salaf (Ancestors) in Allah: 

 Ibn Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated: "The 

first lady to use a girdle was the mother of Ismael.  She used her 

girdle so that she might hide her tracks from Sarah.  Ibrahim 

brought her and her son, Ismael, while she was suckling him, to a 

place near the Ka'bah under a tree on the spot of Zamzam, at the 

highest place in the Masjid.  During those days there was nobody 

in Makkah, nor was there any water.  So he made them sit over 

there and left near them a leather bag containing some dates, and 

a small water-skin containing some water, and set out homeward.  

Ismael's mother followed him saying: `O Ibrahim! Where are you 

going, leaving us in this valley where there is no person whose 

company we may enjoy, nor is there anything (to enjoy)?'  She 
                                                           

    1Shaikh Al-Albany considers this Hadith Da'if (weak)  



 
 
 

repeated that to him many times, but he did not look back at her.  

Then she asked him: `Has Allah ordered you to do so?'  He said, 

`Yes'.  She said, `Then He will not forsake us,' and returned while 

Ibrahim proceeded onwards.  On reaching the Thaniya where they 

could not see him, he faced the Ka'bah, and raising both his 

hands, invoked Allah saying the following prayers: 

 

 "O Our Lord! I have made some of my offspring dwell 

in a valley without cultivation, by Your Sacred House 

in order, O our Lord, that they may offer prayer 

perfectly.  So fill some hearts among people with love 

towards them, and provide them with fruits, so that 

they may give thanks" (14:37)" (Bukhari) 

 

And of course, Allah did not neglect Ismael and his mother. 

 

 Another story that clearly shows us how the confidence in 

Allah's promise makes a believer prefers death to coming back to 

disbelief, is the story of Pharaoh's sorcerers.  Allah (SWT) says: 

 

 "Then Musa threw his stick, and behold, it swallowed 

up all the falsehoods which they showed!  And the 

sorcerers fell down prostrate, saying: `We believe in 

the Lord of the Worlds, the Lord of Musa and Harun.'  

(Pharaoh) said: "Believe you in him before I give you 

leave.  Surely he indeed is your chief who has taught 

you magic!  So verily you shall come to know.  Verily I 

will cut off your hands and your feet on opposite 

sides, and I will crucify you all'" (22:45-9) 

 

The believers then replied, stunning the tyrant: 



 
 
 

 "No harm! Surely to our Lord we are to return; verily! 

We ardently hope that our Lord will forgive us our 

sins, because we are the first of the believers" (22:50-

1) 

 

 

OUTCOME OF CONFIDENCE IN ALLAH: 

 Confidence in Allah brings about numerous rewards, both in 

the life of this world and the Hereafter: 

 

In This World: 

1. Acceptance of the Destiny.  Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

said: "The matter of the believer is amazing; his is always 

good; and this is only for the believer.  When he is in 

prosperity, he thanks (Allah); and this is good for him; and 

when he is in hardship, he perseveres; and this is good for 

him" (Muslim) 

 

2. Tranquility and rest, by knowing one's role in life.  A believer 

knows where he came from, what he is asked to do, and 

what is waiting for him if he fulfills his role. 

 

3. A believer never regrets what he has missed in terms of 

earthly conveniences; he knows that the reward from Allah 

is far greater than this life and all that it contains. 

 

In The Hereafter: 

 And this is the real reward: Jannah and Allah's pleasure. 

 

And the end of our call is: Alhamdu-lil-Lahi Rabbil Aalameen. 


