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Brief Notes on Fiqh of Wudu 
By Islamicstudent.net 

 

Wudu, which means to purify oneself with clean water from minor impurity, involves the washing of hands, 

mouth, nose, face, arms, head, ears, and the feet.  There are two kinds of impurities: minor impurity, and 

major impurity.  Minor impurity refers to when a person releases anything (urine, stool, gas, blood, etc.) from 

the two private parts after performing wudu or sleeps.  During this kind of impurity a person cannot perform 

prayer until he/she renews his/her wudu, and this refers equally to both sexes, men and women. Major 

impurity, however, refers to jinnabah, sexual intercourse or wetdream.  A male is required to perform Ghusl 

(bath) immediately after jinnabah, otherwise that person may not perform prayer, recite or touch the Qur'an 

even if he performs wudu, and cannot enter a mosque because his body is in a state of major impurity.  The 

only way to purify himself from this type of impurity is to perform Ghusl (Bath).  This section covers wudu.  It 

(wudu) is also known as "ablution" in the English language.  Allah (SWT) says in the Qur'an, "O ye who believe! 

when ye prepare for prayer wash your faces and your hands (and arms) to the elbows; rub your heads (with 

water); and (wash) your feet to the ankles..." (Qur'an 5:6).  Hence, it is established from the above quoted 

verse of the Qur'an that performing wudu before prayer is obligatory and the one who prays without being in 

the state of wudu, his/her prayer is not accepted by Allah unless and until he/she renews his/her wudu.  This 

refers equally to both sexes, men and women.  And if anyone is wondering why we do this? Then the simple 

answer is because this is what we have been commanded by the only Creator, Lord, God, and Deity--Allah, The 

Most Gracious, The Most Merciful.   And Muslims accept all His commands in whichever manner and however 

He has taught us without any questioning or doubts. 
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Below is a list of conditions and rules that apply to Wudu: 

1. Excellence of Wudu  

2. How to Perform Wudu  

3. How Wudu Breaks  

4. Massah (Wiping) over Socks  

5. Tayyammum  

6. Other Issues Regarding Wudu  
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Excellence of Wudu 3 

1. Abu Hurairah (radhiAllaahu'anhu) said: Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said: 

Shall I not guide you to that by which Allaah wipes away the sins and raises the ranks? They said: 

Certainly O Messenger of Allaah! He said Completing the wudu when it is a hardship, and many steps 

to the mosques and waiting for the [next] Prayer after the Prayer, that is 'ar-Ribaat' (defending the 

frontiers), that is 'ar-Ribaat' that is 'ar-Ribaat').
1
  

2. Abu Hurairah (radhiAllaahu'anhu) reports that Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) 

said When the Muslim (or 'Believing') servant makes wudu and washes his face then the sin of 

everything he looked at with his eye comes away with the water, or with the last drop of the water, 

and when he washes his hands then the sin of everything he stretched out his hands to comes away 

with the water, or with the last drop of the water. And when he washes his feet every sin which his 

feet walked towards comes away with the water or with the last drop of the water - so that he 

leaves clean (clear/pure) from sins.
2
  

3. Abu Hurairah (radhiAllaahu 'anhu) reports that Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) 

came to the graveyard and said Peace be upon you, dwelling of Believing People and we will (all) if 

Allaah wills join you soon. I would have liked to have seen our brothers! They said: Are we not your 

brothers, O Messenger of Allaah? He said You are my Companions and our brothers are those who 

have not yet come! They said: How will you know those who have not yet come from your Ummah, O 

Messenger of Allaah? He said Have you not seen that if a man had a horse with a white blaze and 

hoof along with a totally jet-black horse, then would he not know his horse? They said: Certainly, O 

Messnger of Allaah. He said So they will come with white blazes and marks from the wudu and I am 

present before them at the Hand ('water-tank') Indeed men will be driven away from my 'water-

                                                           
1 [Reported by Muslim (1/151) and others]. 
2 [Reported by Muslim (1/148) and others]. 
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tank' as the lost camel is driven away from their gathering place. 'Come on'. So it will be said: 'Indeed 

they have made changes after you,' so I will say: Be off, be off.
3
  

4. Abu Umaamah (radhiAllaahu'anhu) said: Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said 

When a Muslim makes wudu the sins he has committed come away from his hearing and from his 

sight and from his hand and from his feet, so when he sits he sits down having been forgiven.
4
  

5. Abu Maalik al-Ash'aree (radhiAllaahu anhu) said: Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon 

him) said Purification is half of Imaan. And 'al-hamdu lillaah' fills the Scales. And 'subhaanAllaah' and 

'al-hamdu lillaah' fill whatever is between the heaven and the earth. And Prayer is a light. And 

Sadaqah is a clear proof. And Sabr (patience) is a shining light. And the Qur'aan is a proof for or 

against you. Every person starts the day dealing for his own soul so he either sets it free or destroys 

it. 
5
 

6. 'Uthmaan (radhiAllaahu 'anhu) said: Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said 

Whoever makes wudu and makes it well, his sins come out from his body, even coming out from 

under his nails. 
6
 

7. 'Uthmaan (radhiAllaahu 'anhu) said: Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said 

Whoever makes wudu like this - then all of his previous sins are forgiven - and his Prayer and his 

walking to the mosque are above and beyond that. 
7
 

8. Ibn 'Umar (radhiAllaahu 'anhumaa) said: Rasoolullah (sallallaahu'alaihi wasallam) said When one of 

you makes wudu and makes it well, then goes out to the mosque - having no purpose except Prayer - 

then his left foot continues to wipe away his evil deeds and his right foot continually writes for him 

                                                           
3 [Muslim 249] 
4 [Reported by Ahmad (5/252) and is hasan]. 
5 [Reported by Muslim (1/140) and others]. 
6 [Reported by Muslim (3/133) and others]. 
7 [Reported by Muslim, 3/113]. 
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good deeds until he enters the mosque. And if the people knew what there was in the night prayer 

and Subh prayers - then they would come to them even if they had to crawl. 
8
 

9. Abu Hurairah (radhiAllaahu'anhu) said: Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said 

Whoever makes wudu and makes it well then goes out - and then finds that the people have finished 

the Prayer - then Allaah gives him the same reward as one who had prayed it along with the people 

without diminishing any of their reward. 
9
 

10. Zaid ibn Khaalid al Juhanee (radhiAllaahu'anhu) relates that the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah 

be upon him) said Whoever makes wudu and makes it well, then prays two rak'ahs not letting his 

mind wander in them - then Allaah forgives him all of his previous sins. 
10

 

11. 'Uqbah ibn 'Aamir (radhiAllaahu 'anhu) said: Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) 

said Whoever makes wudu and makes it well, then prays two rak'ahs concentrating therein with his 

heart and his face - then Paradise is obligatory for him. 
11

 

12. 'Uthmaan (radhiAllaahu 'anhu) said: I heard Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) say 

Whoever makes wudu for Prayer and completes the wudu - then walks to the obligatory Prayer and 

prays it with the people - or with the congregation - or in the mosque - then Allaah forgives his sins.
12

  

13. 'Alee (radhiAllaahu 'anhu) relates that Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him ) said 

Completing the wudu when it is a hardship, and walking to the mosque, and waiting for the next 

prayer after the previous one (greatly) washes away the sins. 
13

 

                                                           
8 [Reported by at-Tabraanee in 'al-Mu'jam ul-Kabeer'. And Ash-Shaikh al-Albaanee declares it to be 

saheeh (As-Saheehah, no.454). And its meaning is reported by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim from the 

narration of Abu Hurairah]. 
9 [Reported by Abu Dawood (no.564) and an-Nasaa'ee (no.856) and others. Al-Albaanee declares it to be 

'saheeh' (As-Saheehah, no.6039)]. 
10 [Reported by Abu Dawood (no.905) and others. Al-Albaanee declares it to be 'hasan' (As-Saheehah, 

no.6041)]. 
11 [Reported by an-Nasaa'ee. Al-Albaanee declares it to be 'saheeh' (As-Saheehah, no.6062)]. 
12 [Reported by Muslim (1/144) and others]. 
13 [Reported by al-Haakim (1/132) who declared it to be saheeh to the standard of Muslim. And al-

Haithumee said in 'Az-Zawaa-id': It is narrated by Abu Ya'laa and al-Bazzaar. And its narrators are up to 

the standard of Al-Bukharee]. 
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14. Humraan ibn Abaan relates that 'Uthmaan asked for water to make wudu - then he mentioned how 

the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) made wudu. Then he said: The Prophet (Peace 

and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said at the end of the hadeeth: Whoever makes wudu in the same 

way that I have just made wudu then stands up and prays two rak'ahs, not thinking of other things, 

then his previous sins are forgiven. 
14

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
14 [Related by al-Bukhaaree (Fath ul-Baaree, 11/213) and Muslim (no.226) and an-Nasaa'ee ( 1/63)] . 
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How to Perform Wudu 

1. Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "Had I not 

feared burdening my Ummah (followers), I would have commanded them to use siwak (stick 

toothbrush) before every Salat (prayer)"
15

-  

From this hadith we find that cleaning of the teeth is higly recommended while standing before one's 

Creator in prayer.  Also, it will help before going to the mosque for each prayer because if one has bad 

breath, it will not disturb the other worshippers while in prayer in congregation. The fact that the 

Prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said "Had I not feared burdening my 

Ummah. I would have commanded..." proves that it is not obligatory, hence one's wudu is valid without 

it, however it is an excellent habbit (as well as a sunna) to acquire and possess.  

2. Narrated By 'Umar bin Al-Khattab: I heard Allah's Apostle saying, "The reward of deeds depends 

upon the intentions and every person will get the reward according to what he has intended. So 

whoever emigrated for worldly benefits or for a woman to marry, his emigration was for what he 

emigrated for."
16

-  

This hadith proves that intention is necessary for deeds, hence, before beginning to wudu, a person 

should make an intention to do ghusl to purify oneself from impurity according to the way of the 

prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him).  Also it should be noted that the place 

for the intention is in the HEART and not on the toungue, as some people are in a habit of doing, hence, 

the intention should be made in the heart without moving the toungue and lips.  Ibn Tayimyyah made a 

good point on this issue when he said:  "The place of the niyyah is the heart and not the tongue in all 

                                                           
15 [(Malik, Ahmad, and An-Nasa'i, Ibn Khuzaima graded it Sahih (authentic) and Al-Bukhari mentioned as 

a Mu'allaq (suspended -- Without its chain of narrators)] 
16 (Bukhari) 
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forms of 'ibaadah - and that is agreed upon by all the Muslim scholars - Purification, Prayer, Zakaat, 

Sawm, Hajj, 'Itq (freeing of slaves), Jihaad, etc. If he were to express with his tongue other than that 

which he intended in his heart - then what he intended is counted, not what he said. If he voiced the 

intention with his tongue and the intention was not in his heart that will not count - by total agreement 

of all the scholars of Islaam - so the niyyah is the firm intention and resolve itself." 
17

 

3. Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "There is 

no Wudu (ablution) for one who does not mention Allah's Name upon it.
18

  Whether it is obligatory or 

not to say Bismillah (before starting wudu is a controversial issue among the scholars.  Some said it is 

only sunna and recommended and no sin upon the one who leaves it, others said that it is obligatory 

before making every wudu.  In such an issue it is best to take the safe side, that is to say it.  To see what 

the different scholars have said on this issue in more detail see Sifat wudu'in-Nabee.  Allah Knows 

Best.  However, while in the bathroom one should not say it out loud, since it contains the name of 

Allah and His name being mentioned in such a place is not correct, so we should say it in our hearts 

when making wudu in the bathroom.   

4. Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "When 

you perform ablution, begin with your right limbs."
19

 From this hadith we find that when making 

ablution (wudu), we should always wash our right side (hand, arm, foot) before our left side (hand, arm, 

foot).  

5. Narrated Humran, the manumitted slave of 'Uthman: 'Uthman called for water to perform 

ablution.  He washed palms of his hands three times (1), then rinsed his mouth and sniffed water in 

his nose and then blew it out (2).  He then washed his face three times (3).  Thereafter he washed his 

                                                           
17 (Majmoo'at-ur-Rasaa-il il-Kubraa 1/243) 
18 (Reported by Ahmad, Abu Da'ud, and Ibn Majah with a weak chain of narrators; al-Albaani says: 

hadeeth Saheeh (authentic) (Saheeh ul-Jaarni', no.7444)]) 
19 (Reported by Abu Daud, An-Nasai, Tirmidhi and Ibn Khuzaima graded it Sahih (authentic)) - 
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right hand up to his elbow three times, then the left one likewise (4), then he passed wet hands on 

his head (5).  Then he washed his right foot up to the ankle three times, then the left one likewise 

(6).  He then said, "I saw Allah's Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) performing 

ablution like this ablution of mine.
20

 I broke the above haidth into six steps and labeled each part.  Let 

us, Inshallah, break down these steps and explain in detail the correct procedure for wudu: 

1)  The first step is clear from the above quoted hadith, that the washing of the hands should be done 

FIRST up to the palms.  Therefore, the first step is to wash each hand up to the wrist three times (first 

the right hand three times and then the left hand three times). 

2)   The second step is to rinse out the mouth and nose at the SAME time.  The Prophet (Peace and 

Blessings of Allah be upon him) put his hand (in the utensil) rinsed (his mouth) and sniffed up and 

blew (his nose) from one scoop (of water).  He did that three times.
21

 - From this hadith it is 

established that ONE SCOOP of water should be used to wash out the mouth and nose.  You can 

accomplish this by taking some water into one's palm and putting some of it in your mouth and 

inserting the rest in the nose and breathing it into its backmost part (unless you are fasting, in that case 

you should not breathe it to the backmost part).  Please note that the mouth should be properly and 

thoroughly rinsed with water. 

3)  The third step is also obvious, that it is washing of the WHOLE face three times.  It should be noted 

that many people do not wash the WHOLE face but rather only part of it and "think" they have washed 

the whole face.  It is said in the book Sifat wudu'-n-Nabee, "The face (wajh) is determined as being 

everything between the beginnings of the hair down to the cheeks and the chin, and up to the start of 

                                                           
20 (Bukhari and Muslim) - 
21 (Bukhari and Muslim) 
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the ears including that which is between the beard and ear."  Therefore, please be careful and wash the 

WHOLE face. 

4)  This is also one of the parts of the bodies which many Muslims, nowadays, wash incorrectly.  The 

"hand" in this hadith refers to the fingertips, hands, arms, and all the way until ABOVE the 

elbow.  Washing the arms partly or leaving the elbows dry IS NOT a COMPLETE wudu.  And in order to 

have a valid wudu, we MUST make sure everything commanded to be washed MUST be wet. 

5)  The head is considered the WHOLE head from the tip of the forehead until all the way back up to the 

neck.  Ears are considered part of the head.  The prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be 

upon him) said:  The two ears are a part of the head.
22

  Hence, it is established that the ruling that 

applies to the head also does to the ears.  The fifth step should be as follows:  After taking some water 

we should do as the prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) did - Allah's Messenger (Peace 

and Blessings of Allah be upon him) wiped his head from the forehead to the back of his head and 

then back to the forehead with his (wet) hands.
23

 Then WITHOUT taking NEW water we should do as 

the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) did - "...Then he (Allah's Messenger (Peace and 

Blessings of Allah be upon him))...inserted his index fingers in his ears and wiped the exterior of his 

ears with his thumbs"
24

]. - Hence, it is established that the ears should be cleaned by inserting the two 

index fingers in one's ears and wiping the inside of the ears (by going through the curves within the 

ears) and wiping the back (outside) of the ears with one's thumbs.  "...The side close to the head is 

external and near the face is internal..."
25

  And this action (wiping the head and ears) is to be done only 

once not thrice because:  Narrated 'Ali:  ...He (the Prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah 

                                                           
22 [Reported by at-Tirmidhee, no.37; Abu Dawood, no.l34 and Ibn Maajah, no.444]. (Declared by ash-

Shaikh al-Albaanee to be saheeh - as-Saheehah, 1/36). 
23 (Bukhari and Muslim) 
24 (Abu Da'ud and An-Nasa'i and Ibn Khuzaima graded it Sahih (authentic) 
25 (Bulugh Al-Maram P. 24 footnote 4). 
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be upon him)) wiped his head (with water) only once.
26

  Doing Massah of the neck in not proven from 

any authentic report, hence, it should be avoided. 

6)  This is yet ANOTHER mistake of many Muslims nowadays who don't understand what is it meant by 

washing the feet UP TO THE ANKLES.  As indicated before, NOTHING should be left dry in all those parts 

which are required to be washed during wudu.  Feet are considered the WHOLE foot, the area between 

the toes, and PLUS the area from the start of the ankles to above the ankles.  The Prophet Muhammad 

(Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) is reported to have said on the authority of Laqit bin Sabra: 

"Perform a perfect wudu, run (your fingers) through the fingers of the hands and the toe
27

." Narrated 

Ibn 'Umar said: Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) fell behind us and then came 

upon us during a journey, then we found him and it was time for 'Asr - so we began to make wudu 

and wipe over our feet, so he (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) called out at the top of his 

voice 'Woe to the ankles from the Fire. (two or three times)'
28

  The first hadith testifies to the fact 

thhat even the skin in between the toes is to be washed and made wet, and the second hadith proves 

that it is OBLIGATORY to wash the feet above the ankles and not washing them above the ankles is a 

serious matter.  For more information on this see Sifat wudu'-n-Nabee.  

6. Narrated 'Umar: Allah's Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "If one after 

performing ablution completely recites the following supplication:  (Ash-hadu an la ilaha ill-Allahu 

wahdahu la sharika lahu, wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan 'abduhu wa Rasuluhu) 'I testifity that 

there is no one worthy of worship but Allah, He is Alone and has no partner and Muhammad is His 

slave and Messenger,' all the eight gates of Paradise will be opened for him and he may enter 

                                                           
26 (Abu Da'ud, An-Nasa'i, At-Tirmidhi with a Sahih Sanad (authentic chain of narrators)). 
27 (Abu Da'ud, An-Nasa'i, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, and Ibn Khuzaima graded it Sahih (authentic)) 
28 [Bukhari and Muslim] - 
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through any gate he wishes. (Trans.)"
29

 Also At-Tirmidhi recorded the same hadith as above but with 

addition of the following words in the supplication: (Allahumma aj'alni minat-tawwabina waj'alni 

minAl-mutatahhirina) 'Oh Allah! Include me among those who repent and those who keep 

themselves pure. (Trans.)" - These two Ahadith show a great joy for those who read these two 

supplications after each wudu. Some scholars say these supplications can be said in one's own language 

while others say no.  Allah Knows Best.  With regards to reciting a Du'a or Du'as for washing different 

parts of the body DURING wudu which have been narrated in the ahadith, they are not authentic and 

should not be read.  Ibn al-Qayyim said "As for the mawdoo’ (fabricated) hadeeth about dhikr when 

washing each part of the body (in wudu), it is baatil (invalid)"
30.  Al-Nawawi (may Allaah have mercy on 

him) said of the du’as recited when washing each part of the body (in wudu): "The du’a for washing 

each part of the body (in wudu) has no basis"
31.  

7. Narrated Anas:  The Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) saw a man on whose foot 

appeared a portion like the size of a nail which was not touched by water.  He then said, "Go back 

and perform your Wudu (ablution) properly.
32

  In this hadith is a warning against those who do wudu 

improperly leaving parts of their body dry and not touched by water.  The prophet (Peace and Blessings 

of Allah be upon him) told one of his companions who did this out of forgetfulness to "Go back and 

perform you wudu properly" then what of those who do it out of laziness or because "their hair might 

get messed up", and other useless excuses?    

8. Al-Mugheerah ibn Shu'bah (radhiAllaahu'anhu) reports that the Prophet (Blessings of Allah be upon 

him) made wudu and wiped over his forelock and over the turban and leather socks
33

.  Ibn 

Qudaamah says in 'al-Mughnee' (1/310); And if part of the head is uncovered and it is normally so, then 

                                                           
29 (Muslim) 
30  (al-Manaar al-Muneef 45) 
31 (Al-Futoohaat al-Rabbaaniyyah 2/27-29) 
32 (Abu Da'ud, An-Nasa'i) 
33 [Reported by Muslim, 1/159] 
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it is preferable to wipe over that along with the turban - that is recorded from Ahmad: as the Prophet 

(Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) ) wiped over his turban and forelock - as occurs in the 

hadeeth of al-Mugheerah ibn Shu'bah (quoted above).  As for caps/'prayer hats', it is not permissible to 

wipe over them as Ahmad says for various reasons, from them: (1) They do not cover all of the head 

normally, nor are they tied around it. (2) There is no difficulty in their removal. (Sifat wudu'-n-Nabee) - 

Some scholars have said the reason it is ONLY for the turban (as this was worn commonly among the 

people at the time of the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him)) which is tied around the 

head is because this is hard for the people to take it off and then tie them on again after each wudu, 

hence, it is a way to ease the people from their trouble.  With regards to caps, hats, etc., they do not 

come under this ruling because they can quickly be removed without any trouble.  

9. Uthmaan (radhiAllaahu'anhu) narrates that the Prophet (sallallaahu 'alaihi Peace and Blessings of 

Allah be upon him) used to run his (wet fingers) through his beard.
34

 Anas (radhiAllaahu'anhu) 

narrates that the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him), when he made wudu , used to 

take a handful of water and enter it below his chin and rub it through his beard and said This is what 

my Lord - the Great and Exalted - has ordered me to do
35

. - Some of the scholars have declared that 

entering water through the beard is obligatory and say: If he deliberately leaves it - then he must repeat 

the ( wudu and) prayer. And this is the saying of Imam Ishaaq and Abu Thaur.  Most of the scholars 

however are of the opinion that the order is an order of desirability (istihbaab) and it is not obligatory - 

and that it is clearer that that which is obligatory is moving water through that part of the beard..so 

that it reaches the skin underneath
36

. Imam Ahmad and Laith and most of the scholars hold that 

                                                           
34 [At-Tirmidhee (no.31), Ibn Maajah (no.430), Ibn Jaarood (p.43) and al-Haakim (1/14~) who declared 

its isnaad as saheeh as did Ibn Khuzaimah and Ibn Hibbaan. See the note in al-Baghagawi's Sharh us-

Sunnah, 1/421]. 
35 [Abo Dawood (no.145), al-Baihaqee (1/54), al-Haakim (1/149). Ash-Shaikh al-Albaani declares it to be 

saheeh (Saheeh ul-Jaami', no.4572)] 
36 [Al-Khattaabee, 1/56] 
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moving water through the beard is obligatory when taking ghusl from Janaabah (major impurity) - and 

not obligatory in wudu
37

 .- All this was taken from.  

10. Narrated Ibn 'Abbaas (radhiAllaahu 'anhu) said: Rasoolullah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon 

him) made wudu (washing each part) once.
38

 - 'Abdullaah ibn Zaid narrates that the Prophet (Peace 

and Blessings of Allah be upon him) made wudu (washing each part) twice.
39

  - "So from these 

Ahadith it becomes clear to us that, as is well-known to the large majority of scholars, washing each 

body-part once is obligatory - and the second and third washings are Sunnah - and it is better to do 

likewise following the Sunnah of the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him)"
40

 Take from 

Sifat wudu'-n-Nabee.  

11. Narrated (Anas): Allah's Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) used only one Mudd 

(600 grams) of water for ablution and one Sa' (little more than 2.5 kg) to five Mudd of water for his 

bath.
41

 - This hadith emphasizes the fact of using the least amount of water possible and not wasting it, 

and this is common among us today.  May Allah guide us all to not be wasteful in our water. 

Ameen.  Some schoalrs also define "Mudd" as being as much water one can carry in their two hands 

joined together.  And one Sa' is approximatly 4 Mudd.  Some scholars also use this hadith as evidence 

that when making wudu and ghusl one should RUB their body parts and not just lightly wipe or wash 

with water, because with this least amount of water the Prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of 

Allah be upon him) MUST have rubbed in order to have made wet all his body parts.  

 
 

 

                                                           
37 ['Aun al Ma'bood, 1/247]. 
38 [Bukhari (al Fath) 1/226]. 
39 [Bukhari (al Fath) 1/226] 
40 ['al-Majmoo' of an-Nawawi, 1/229]. - 
41  (Bukhari and Muslim) 
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How Wudu Breaks 

In the presence of certain cases, the wudu can break, and the individual enters minor impurity. And before 

he/she can pray again they must renew it.  

1. Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "Allah does not 

accept the prayer of anyone of you if he does hadath (passes wind) till he performs the ablution 

(anew)."
42

  Allah stated in the Qur'an (4:43): "...or one of you comes after answering the call of 

nature..." - Narrated 'Ali bin Abi Talib: I was one whose Madhi (urethral discharge) flowed readily 

and asked Miqdad to ask the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) about it.  He (the 

Prophet) said: "One should perform Wudu (ablution) in this case."
43

 - Narrated 'Aisha: Fatima bint 

Abu Hubaish came to the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) and said, "O 

Messenger of Allah, I am a woman whose blood keeps flowing (even after the menstruation 

period).  I am never purified; should I, therefore, stop praying?" He (the Prophet) said, "No, for that 

is only a vein, and is not menstruation.  So when the menstruation comes, abstain from prayers, and 

when it ends, wash the blood from yourself and then pray."
44

 -  From the above Ahadith and the verse 

of the Qur'an
45

, we find that which comes out from the two private parts (front and back) breaks one's 

wudu and in order to pray again one MUST renew it. This refers to anything that comes out from the 

two private parts whether, excretion, urine, wind, worm, pus, blood, stones or anything else.  We also 

find that Madhi (liquid which oozes out involuntarily at the time of sexual desire or when one is thinking 

of such things) does not require ghusl but breaks wudu and it is sufficient enough to wash the area 

wherever it has touched and renew our wudu.  And finally that in case of a woman who has long flow of 

                                                           
42  (Bukhari) - 
43 (Bukhari and Muslim) 
44 (Bukhari and Muslim) 
45 (4:43) 
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blood, even after her menstruation cycle has finished, should just renew her wudu when it comes out 

and does not need to abstain from prayer because this is not menstruation but just due to some 

sickness or vein.  

2. Narrated Anas: The companions of Allah's Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) in 

his lifetime used to wait for the 'Isha' prayer, so much so that their heads were lowered down (by 

dozing).  They would then pray without performing ablution.
46

 Narrated Ali bin Abi Talib: Allah's 

Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "The eye is the drawstring for the anus, 

so he who sleeps then let him make wudu.
47

 - From the second of the two Ahadith we learn that 

sleeping breaks one's wudu because during sleep he/she does not know if they have released gas or 

not.  Hence, it is not the sleeping that breaks the wudu but the possibility of a gas release.  And this is 

why the FIRST hadith of the two (about the companions sleeping and not renewing their wudu) proves 

that if one is sitting in such a way that the possibility of releasing gas has been restricted, the wudu is 

still regarded as active.  Hence, the scholars have said that if one sleeps while sitting on his buttox and 

NOT LEANING against some object (such as a back seat, wall, person, or flat on the ground, etc.),  then 

his/her wudu is regarded as not broken because he/she has restricted the gas from releasing due to the 

hardening of the muscles in the buttox.  However, if he/she sleeps while leaning against something 

(back seat, wall, person, or flat on the ground, etc.), then there wudu is automatically considered 

broken, because the muscles in the buttox are more loose, and they must renew it before they can 

pray.  Allah Knows Best.  

3. Fainting or becoming unconscious carries the same ruling as sleeping with leaning against 

something.  It is said in the book Sifat wudu'-in-Nabee, "That is the 'intellect' going away by any means 

because of insanirt or fainting or intoxication - as in this condition he does not know whether his wudu 

                                                           
46 (Abu Da'ud and Ad-Daraqutni graded it Sahih (authentic).  Its origin is in Muslim) - 
47 [Abu Da'ud, Ibn Maajah, Ahmad. Declared as Saheeh by al-Albaanee] 
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is broken or not. This is the saying of the great majority of scholars
48

." Hence, wudu must be renewed 

after fainting or becoming unconscious.  

4. Narrated Busra bint Safwan: Allah's Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "He 

who touches his penis should perform ablution.
49

" - Abu Hurairah reported the Prophet (Peace and 

Blessings of Allah be upon him) as saying, "Whoever touches his sexual organ without any covering 

(between them) must perform ablution."
50

 - Narrated Talq bin Ali: A man said: "Does a man who 

touch his penis during the prayer should perform wudu (ablution)?" The Prophet (Peace and 

Blessings of Allah be upon him) replied, "No, it is only a part of your body."
51

 - There is a difference of 

opinion among the scholars on this issue.  Some said it only breaks when you touch it with desire, others 

said it breaks whether you touch it with desire or not, and yet others said it doesn't break at all.  The 

first two Ahadith are contradicting the third hadith, however, it seems the safe thing to do in this issue 

is to renew it whether one touches it with desire or not.  Hence, anyone who touches his/her private 

part without a barrier (cloth, etc.) in between must renew their wudu. Some scholars said the hadith of 

Talq cannot be used as proof because Talq bin Ali stayed with the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah 

be upon him) for a little while and then left, while, Busra was in his company longer and at a later date 

than Talq, hence, the ruling in his (Talq) hadith was abrogated.  Others said regarding the hadith of 

Talq that the words "...during the prayer..." in the hadith indicate that the individual is in the mosque 

and no one touches his penis while in the mosque in front of ALL the people!  Hence, they say this is 

referring to when there is a barrier in between.  Allah Knows Best.
52

   

                                                           
48 (Sharh Saheeh Muslim (4/74) and al-Mughnee (1/164)) 
49 (Ahmad, Abu Da'ud, Ibn Majah, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Hibban graded it Sahih 

(authentic), and Al-Bukhari said, "It is the most authentic in this chapter.") 
50 (Related by Ahmad, Ibn Hibban and al-Hakim, who classified it as sahih, as did Ibn 'Abdul-Barr.) 
51 (Ahmad, Abu Da'ud, Ibn Majah, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Hibban classified it as sahih 

(autentic), and Ibn al-Madini said, "It is better than the hadith of Busra.") 
52 For other commentaries of scholars on this issue see the book Fiqh-us Sunnah Volume 1. Book 2. 

Ablution. 
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5. Narrated Jabir bin Samura: A man asked the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him), 

"Should I perform ablution after eating mutton?" He replied, "If you wish so", he then asked, 

"Should I perform ablution after eating camel meat?" He (the Prophet) said, "Yes."
53

 - There is a 

difference of opinion among the scholars regarding whether it is obligatory or not to perform wudu 

(ablution) after eating camel meat.  Some said yes it is due to this hadith, while others said that it is 

ONLY recommended and not obligatory.  And some even said it only refers to the rinsing out of the 

mouth and not a complete wudu due to the stickiness and smell of the camel meat so as to not bother 

other worshippers.  However, due to the general wording of the hadith it is better and safer to perform 

wudu after eating camel meat.  "...An-Nawawi can be quoted as saying, "This opinion has the strongest 

proof, although the majority of the scholars differ from it.""
54

 - Allah Knows Best.  

The following DOES NOT invalidate wudu:  

1. Vomit - Regardless of whether the amount of vomit was great or small, there is no sound hadith that it 

nullifies ablution.
55

  

2. Bleeding - This involves bleeding due to a wound, cupping or a nosebleed, and regardless of whether 

the amount of blood is small or large.  Said al-Hassan, "The Muslims still prayed even while 

wounded.
56

" He also reported, "Ibn 'Umar squeezed a pimple until it bled, but he did not renew his 

ablution. Ibn Abi 'Uqiyy spat blood and continued his prayer. 'Umar ibn al-Khattab prayed while 

blood was flowing from him. 'Ibbad ibn Bishr was hit with an arrow while praying, but continued his 

prayers."
57

  

                                                           
53 (Muslim) 
54 (Fiqh-us-Sunnah Vol. 1 Book 2. Ablution) 
55 (Fiqh-us-Sunnah Vol. 1 Book 2. Ablution). 
56 (Related by al-Bukhari.) 
57 (Related by Abu Dawud, Ibn Khuzaimah, and al-Bukhari in mu 'allaq form.) - (Fiqh-us-Sunnah Vol. 1 

Book 2. Ablution) 
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3. Touching a Woman With or Without Desire - 'Aishah related that the Messenger of Allah, upon whom 

be peace, kissed her while he was fasting and said, "Kissing does not nullify the ablution, nor does it 

break the fast."
58

  Evaluating its authenticity, 'Abdul-Haqq says, "I do not know of any defect in the 

hadith that could cause its rejection."  'Aishah also said, "One night, I missed the Messenger of Allah in 

my bed, and so went to look for him. I put my hand on the bottom of his feet while he was praying 

and saying, 'O Allah, I seek refuge in Your pleasure from Your anger, in Your forgiveness from Your 

punishment, in You from You. I cannot praise you as You have praised Yourself"
59

, and she also 

reported, 'The Prophet kissed some of his wives and went to prayer, without performing ablution." 

(Related by Ahmad and "the four,'' and its narrators are trustworthy.) She also said, "I would sleep in 

front of the Prophet, upon whom be peace, with my feet in the direction of the qiblah (to him). When 

he made prostrations, he would touch me, and I would move my feet." In another narration it says, 

"When he wanted to prostrate, he would touch my legs."
60

 - Hence all these Ahadith prove that 

touching a woman without something slipping out of the private part does not break the wudu.  

4. Having Doubts About Releasing Gas - This is the case where the person cannot quite recall if he is in a 

state of purity or not. Such a state of mind does not nullify ablution, regardless of whether the person is 

in prayer or not, until he is certain that he has nullified his ablution. 'Abbad ibn Tameem related that his 

uncle queried the Prophet about a person who feels something in his abdomen while praying. Said the 

Prophet, "He should not leave (the prayer) until he hears it or smells it."
61

 It does not mean that its 

sound or bad smell nullifies ablution, but that the person must be certain about the fact that he has 

nullified his ablution. Says Ibn al-Mubarak, "If one is uncertain about his condition of purity, he does 

                                                           
58 (Related by Ishaq ibn Rahawaih and al-Bazzar with a good chain.) 
59 (related by Muslim and at-Tirmizhi, who classified it as sahih.) 
60 (All this was taken from Fiqh-us-Sunnah Vol. 1 Book 2. Ablution) 
61 (Related by Muslim, Abu Dawud and at-Tirmizhi). 
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not need to perform a new ablution." If one is certain that he has nullified his ablution and doubts 

whether he has purified himself or not, he must perform a new ablution.
62

  

5. Laughing during prayer - This does not nullify ablution, for there are no confirmed reports that state 

such a thing.
63

  

6. Washing a dead person - This also does not require a new ablution, for the reports that say it nullifies 

ablution are weak
64

. - Some scholars due recommend it but they don't consider it obligatory.  

7. Food Touched by the Fire - Said Ibrahim ibn 'Abdullah ibn Qarizh, "I passed by Abu Hurairah while he 

was performing ablution and he said, 'Do you know why I am making ablution? It is because I ate 

some yoghurt dried over a fire, for I heard the Messenger of Allah say, 'Perform ablution before 

eating food touched by fire."
65

  

'Aishah related that the Prophet, upon whom be peace, said, "Perform ablution from whatever 

touches fire.
66

" This order is one of preference as the following hadith makes clear: 'Amr ibn Umayyah 

azhZhamari said, "I saw the Messenger of Allah, upon whom be peace, cutting a piece of a sheep's 

shoulder and eating it. He was then called to prayer. He put the knife down, prayed, and did not 

perform another ablution."
67

 - (Taken From  

Note:  Women with prolonged flows of blood, people who cannot control their urine, people with flatulence 

(excessive gas), and so on, should perform wudu for each prayer whether their problem exists all or part of the 

time. Their prayers will be acceptable even while their problems are occurring.
68

 - This is because Allah has 

                                                           
62  (Fiqh-us-Sunnah Vol. 1 Book 2. Ablution) 
63 (Fiqh-us-Sunnah Vol. 1 Book 2. Ablution) 
64  (Fiqh-us-Sunnah Vol. 1 Book 2. Ablution) 
65 (Related by Ahmad, Muslim and "the four.") 
66  (Related by Ahmad, Muslim, an-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah.) 
67 (Related by al-Bukhari and Muslim.) 
68 (Fiqh-us-Sunnah Vol. 1 Book 2. Ablution) 
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given us leave in situations that are beyond our control, Allah says in the Qur'an
69

: "Allâh burdens not a 

person beyond his scope..."  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
69 [2:286] 
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Massah (Wiping) over Socks 1 

Massah, in this section, applies to wetting the hands with water and using the wet hands to go over a 

sock.  This enables the Muslim to not have to wash his/her feet each time he/she makes wudu (ablution).  This 

is usually helpful for travelers, people who are sick and cannot perform complete wudu, or when it is too cold. 

But there is no restriction on the average person (man or woman) so anyone may wipe over the socks.  Some 

scholars recommend it over washing, because they say it is something in which Allah has given us easiness, and 

we should accept it and apply it often. 

It is permissible to wipe over the socks so long as they are still clinging to the feet and it is still possible to walk 

in them.  Some also say they should cover the feet and ankles.  It is permissible to wipe over khuff (leather 

slippers which cover the foot and ankle) or socks that have holes in them. The Prophet  allowed wiping over 

khuff and he did not stipulate any condition that they should be whole and free of holes or tears, especially 

since the khuff of his companions were not free of holes or tears. This implies that any socks which people 

wear, whether leather or wool, may be wiped over.  Certain conditions and rules apply for the massah on socks 

which are listed below: 

1. Said al-Mughirah ibn Shu'bah, "I was with the Messenger of Allah  one night during an 

expedition. I poured water for him to make ablution (wudu). He washed his face and arms 

and wiped his head. Then I went to remove his socks and he said, 'Leave them on, as I put 

them on while I was in a state of purity,' and he just wiped over them."
70

 This hadith proves 

that the socks should have been put on when one was in a state of wudu otherwise it is not 

permissible to wipe over the socks.  

                                                           
70 (Related by Ahmad, al-Bukhari and Muslim). 
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2. Narrated Abu Sa'id: Allah's Messenger  said: "If one of you steps on filth with his two 

leather socks then the earth is their purification."
71

 - This hadith proves that the socks should 

be pure from impurity.  If they are impure (if they have urine, excrement, or other impurity on 

them) then it is not permissible to wipe over them until one cleans the impurity by either clean 

water or dust, this is what is meant by the "...earth is their purification" in the hadith quoted 

above. Also it is not permissible to pray wearing anything that has impurity on it, because the 

person will be contaminated by that impurity, so he cannot be considered to be pure.   

3. Safwaan ibn ‘Assaal (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: “We were ordered (by the 

Prophet) to wipe over the socks if we were in a state of purity when we put them on, for 

three days if we were travelers, and for one day and night if we were residents. We did not 

remove them unless we were in post-sex impurity (janaabah)."
72

 - This hadith proves that the 

socks may be wiped over when one is purifying oneself from minor impurity (i.e., doing wudu 

after passing wind, urine or stools), not when one is in a state of janaabah (release of semen 

due to sexual activity, wet dream, etc) in which, or when, ghusl is required by washing the whole 

body.  

4. Narrated 'Ali: The Prophet  fixed the period of wiping over the leather socks for three days 

and nights for a traveler and one day and a night for the resident person in a town.
73

 - This 

hadith proves that wiping may be done within the time specified by shariah (Islamic Law), which 

is one day and one night (24 hours) in the case of one who is not traveling (is in his/her 

hometown), and three days and three nights (72 hours) in the case of one who is traveling (not 

in his/her hometown). This period starts from the first time one wipes over the socks when doing 

wudu after some minor impurity, and it ends twenty-four hours later for the one who is not 

                                                           
71 (Reported by Abu Da'ud, and Ibn Hibban graded it Sahih (authentic)) 
72 (Related by ash-Shafi, Ahmad, Ibn Khuzaimah, at-Tirmizhi, and an-Nasa'i, who graded it sahih.) 
73 (Muslim) 
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traveling, and seventy-two hours later for the one who is traveling. So if we assume that a 

person purified himself for Fajr prayer on Tuesday and remains taahir (pure, i.e., keeps his 

wudu) until Isha prayer on Tuesday evening, then he sleeps and wakes up to pray Fajr on 

Wednesday, and he wipes his socks at five o’clock zawaali tim , then the period begins from 5 

a.m. on Wednesday and lasts until 5 a.m. on Thursday.  If we assume that he wiped his socks 

before 5 a.m. then he can pray Fajr on Thursday with this wiping and pray as much as he wants 

as long as he remains taahir, because according to the most correct scholarly opinion, wudu is 

not broken when the time period for wiping over the socks expires. That is because the 

Messenger of Allah  did not set a time limit for tahaarah, rather he set a time limit for wiping 

over the socks. Once that time limit expires, one cannot wipe over the socks again, but if a 

person remains in a state of tahaarah then his tahaarah is still valid, because this is what is 

implied by the shariah evidence, and whatever is proven by shariah (Islamic Law) evidence 

cannot be invalidated unless there is further shariah evidence to that effect. There is no 

evidence to suggest that wudu is broken when the time limit for wiping over the socks expires, 

because what the basic principle is that he remains as he is (i.e., pure) until it becomes apparent 

that this is no longer the case. It should be noted, however, that some scholars hold the view 

that the timing for wiping begins from the time of nullifying the ablution after wearing the 

socks.  Allah Knows Best.    

5. It was narrated that al-Mugheerah ibn Shu’bah said: “The Prophet (peace and blessings of 

Allaah be upon him) did wudu’ and wiped over his jawrabayn (socks) and shoes.”
74

 - The 

author of al-Qaamoos said: jawrab (socks) means something that is wrapped around the 

feet. Abu Bakr ibn al-‘Arabi said: jawrab means a thin cover for the feet made of wool, worn to 

keep the feet warm. It was narrated that Yahyaa al-Bakka’ said: I heard Ibn ‘Umar (one of the 

                                                           
74 (Narrated by al-Tirmidhi, 92; classed as saheeh by al-Albaani in Saheeh Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 86) 
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companions of the prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) saying, 

“Wiping over the socks (jawrabayn) is like wiping over the leather slippers (khuffayn)”
75

  - Ibn 

Hazm said: wiping over anything that is worn on the feet – of things that are permitted to be 

worn and which come up above the ankles – is Sunnah, whether they are slippers (khuffayn) 

made of leather or felt or wood, or socks made of linen, wool, cotton, camel hair or goat hair, 

whether leather is worn over them or not, or whether they are overshoes or slippers worn over 

slippers or socks worn over socks 
76

 - Hence it is proven that it is permissiblee to do massah on 

socks made of wool and they being made out of leather is not a condition.  Also they having 

holes in them or not is NOT a condition.  Shaykh al-Islam ibn Taymiyah (may Allaah have mercy 

on him) said in al-Fataawa
77

: When the Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be 

upon him) gave the command to wipe over the khuff (leather socks), he knew what the normal 

state of affairs was, and he did not stipulate the condition that the socks should be whole and 

free of any faults. His command should be taken as general in meaning and it should not be 

restricted unless there is any shar’i evidence for doing so. What is implied by the wording is that 

any khuff that people wear and walk about in may be wiped over, even if they have holes or are 

worn out, without defining the acceptable extent for these holes and tears, because even such a 

definition would require evidence…”   Imaam Sufyaan al-Thawri (may Allaah have mercy on him) 

said: “One may wipe over the khuff (leather socks) so long as it is still clinging to the feet. Were 

the khuff of the Muhaajireen and Ansaar (both of these groups were the companions of the 

Prophet Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him)) anything but full of holes and 

tears?”
78

.  Since there is difference of opinion among the scholars on the KINDS of socks it 

                                                           
75 (Al-Musannaf by Ibn Abi Shaybah, 1/173) 
76 (Al-Muhalla, 1/321). (All this taken from islam-qa.com) 
77 (21/174) 
78 (Narrated by ‘Abd al-Razzaaq in al-Musanaaf, 1/194) - Taken from Islam-qa.com 
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should be, Inshallah, there shouldn't be any harm in applying the following two conditions JUST 

to be on the safe side: 

1) Shaykh Ibn Baaz said: "...the socks must cover the part that is washed during wudu’..." 
79

 

2)  It is acceptable to wipe over the socks with holes in them "...unless the holes are bigger than 

is ordinarily acceptable, or the socks are so thin that the feet would be judged to be naked 

because they show the colour of skin beneath them." 
80

 

To perform massah on socks do the following: 

1. Perform full wudu (EXCEPT the washing of the feet) according to the sunnah as mentioned 

above in the How to Perform Wudu  

2. Said al-Mughirah, "I saw the Messenger of Allah, upon whom be peace, wipe over the top of 

his socks."
81

  Narrated Ali: "If the religion were based on opinion, it would be more important 

to wipe over the under parts of the leather socks than the upper, but I have seen Allah's 

Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) wiping over the upper parts of his 

leather socks."
82

  - These Ahadith prove that if the religion of Islam was based upon one's own 

intellect, it would make sense to wipe UNDER the socks as this is where the dirt mostly will 

collect, however, since the religion is not based upon intellect but rather as Allah instructs His 

messenger, hence, the top of the socks should be wiped because this is the way of the Prophet 

Muhammad    And he did not do anything related to religion unless he was commanded by 

Allah.  

                                                           
79 (Majmoo’ Fataawa wa Maqaalaat Mutanawwi’ah li Samaahat al-Shaykh Ibn Baaz (may Allaah have 

mercy on him), 10/113) 
80 (Fataawa al-Lajnah al-Daa’imah, 5/246) 
81 (Related by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and at-Tirmizhi, who called it hassan). 
82 (Related by Abu Dawud and ad-Daraqutni with a hassan or sahih chain). 
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A person cannot perform wiping over their socks if one of the three things happen below:  

1. The end of the permissible time period for wiping.  Hence, he/she can start to wipe over the 

socks again with the conditions mentioned above in place.  Some scholars say this will 

automatically break one's wudu if he/she was in a state of wudu when the time ended. Others 

say it will not break one's wudu if the time ended for wiping while he/she was in a state of wudu 

but he/she will only need to wash his/her feet again if they want to resume using the socks for 

wiping.  Allah Knows Best.  

2. Major impurity (release of semen due to sexual activity, wet dream, menstruation, post-birth 

bleeding, etc).  After he/she takes a ghusl from the major impurity he/she can start to wipe over 

the socks again with the conditions mentioned above in place.  

3. Removal of the socks.  Some scholars say this will break one's wudu if he/she takes it off while in 

a state of wudu AFTER one wiped over the socks. Others say it will not break one's wudu if 

he/she takes them off while in a state of wudu but he/she will only need to wash his/her feet 

again if they want to resume using the socks for wiping.  Others said it does not break one's 

wudu and he/she does not have to re-wash his feet because it is not one of those conditions 

which break one's wudu.  Allah Knows Best  
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Tayyammum 
1
 

Islam came to make things easy for people and not to burden them with things they cannot do.  Allah (SWT) 

says, "Allah burdens not a person beyond his scope. He gets reward for that (good) which he has earned, 

and he is punished for that (evil) which he has earned"
83

.  Allah has enjoined wudu upon the Muslims, but 

because He knows that some of them may come under situations in which they will be unable to do it, He has 

granted them a concession and has prescribed tayammum as an alternative to water, and made it a means of 

purification for the Muslim.  Whoever cannot do wudu with water has to do tayammum and pray with 

tayammum. Tayammum (dry ablution) means striking the palms of one's hands on the ground then wiping the 

face and palms.  It should be noted that tayammum is prescribed by Allah when there is no water or when a 

person is unable to use it because of sickness and the like.  Allah says in the Qur'an, "...And if you are ill, or on 

a journey, or one of you comes after answering the call of nature, or you have been in contact with women 

(by sexual relations) and you find no water, perform Tayammum with clean earth and rub therewith your 

faces and hands (Tayammum). Truly, Allah is Ever Oft Pardoning, Oft Forgiving"
84

. 

Below are matters related to Tayammum and it's proper procedure in applying it: 

1. Narrated by Hudhaifa: The Messenger of Allah (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "The 

soil of the earth has been made for us as a means of purification when we do not find water."
85

 - 

From this hadith we find it evident that in case one is not able to find water, we can make wudu with 

the soil of the earth (dirt).  Similarly, if one is not able to use water due to some disease or sickness 

which will get worse if he/she uses water, they too can apply tayyammum.  As for those who are able 

get water and have no bodily defect (such people want to use tayyammum out of laziness), CANNOT 
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perform tayammum, otherwise, there wudu is invalid and there prayer will not be accepted.  "Soil and 

all other things from the king of soil are regarded as same and Tayammum is permissible with them, 

but things like lime, antimony and arsenic, etc. do not fall in the kind of soil"
86

.  Other valid reasons to 

perform tayammum are if "one cannot find water, or the amount one finds is insufficient for ablution; 

one is injured or ill; if the water is cold enough to physically harm the user; when one water is nearby, 

but one does not want to fetch it due to fear of life, family, wealth (for example, if an enemy is nearby--

beast or human--or one is a prisoner, and so on); if one is saving his water for later use (maybe if he 

uses it then later he might die of thirst); and one can get water , but fears that the prayer will be over 

by the time he gets it" 
87

 

2. Narrated 'Imran bin Husain said, "We were with the Messenger of Allah during a journey. When he 

led the people in prayer, one man stayed apart. He asked him, "What prevented you from praying?" 

He said, 'I need a post-nocturnal bath and there is no water.' He said, 'Use the soil, for it is 

sufficient.'''
88

  - From this hadith we find that EVEN if one is in a state of major impurity and needs to be 

purified by taking ghusl, then he/she may do so by using soil (tayammum) without having to wash the 

whole body if there is no water available or those conditions which are mentioned at the end of number 

1 above.  

3. 'Ammar bin Yasir: The Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) sent me on an errand, 

then I had ejaculation (in my sleep) and I did not find water.  I rolled on the soil like an animal, then I 

returned to the Prophet (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) and mentioned that to him.  He 

(Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) said, "It was sufficient for you to do with your hands this 

way". He (the Prophet) struck the earth with his palms of both hands and then blew the dust and 
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rubbed his palms of both hands over his face and hands.
89

 -  From this hadith we learn thhe procedure 

to do the tayammum according to the sunnah of Muhammad (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon 

him): 

1) First you make the intention - This issue has already been discussed under the "How to Perform 

Wudu" (number 2), hence, there is no need to repeat it under this section. 

2) Saying Bismillah - Again this issue also has already been discussed under the "How to Perform Wudu" 

(number 3), hence, there is no need to repeat it under this section. 

3) Strike the soil with the hands and then blow into them, then wipe the face and one's hands up to the 

wrist - This is what is evident from the hadith quoted above as it states that the prophet "...struck the 

earth with his palms of both hands and then blew the dust and rubbed his palms of both hands over his 

face and hands." 

4) Read the same duas that are read after making wudu (ablution) with water. 

5) The same rulings that apply to wudu with water apply to tayammum.  Hence, one can do whatever is 

commanded or permissible to do after making wudu with water (pray, etc.).  

4. Narrated Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri: Two men set out on a journey and when the time of prayer came they 

had no water.  They performed Tayammum with clean earth and prayed.  Later on they found water 

within the time of the prayer.  One of them repeated the prayer and ablution but the other did not 

repeat.  Then they came to Allah's Messenger (Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him) and related 

the matter to him.  Addressing himself to the one who did not repeat (his prayer), he said, "You 
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followed the Sunna and your (first) prayer was enough for you..."
90

 -  This hadith proves that if one 

did not have water at first and prayed by doing tayammum but later found water, then one does NOT 

have to repeat his/her prayer because at the time he/she prayed he/she DID NOT know that there was 

water available, hence, one's prayer is valid, and this is from the Sunna as indicated in the above 

quoted hadith.  

5. "Whoever cannot get water or soil may pray in whatever state he is in, and he will not have to repeat 

his prayer later. This is based on what was related from 'Aishah. She had borrowed some jewellery 

from 'Asma and it broke (and fell). The Messenger of Allah, upon whom be peace, sent some people 

to search for it. The prayer time came and they had to pray without ablution. When they came to the 

Prophet, they complained to him and the verses of tayammum were revealed. Usaid ibn Huzhair 

said, "May Allah give you good recompense. Allah never reveals an order with respect to you except 

that He removes by it some hardship and gives the Muslims some benefit."
91

 - The companions 

prayed while in a state of impurity, but the Prophet did not admonish them nor did he order them to 

repeat their prayers. Says an-Nawawi, "That is the strongest statement of proof (on this question).""
92

  

 
 

 

                                                           
90 (Abu Da'ud and An-Nasa'i) 
91 (Muslim) 
92 (Fiqh us Sunnah Volume 4. Book 1. Tayyammum) 


