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What Invalidates the Prayer.



Leaving out a Pillar/Prerequisite 

without a valid reason

• Proofs:

• 1- The prophet (pbuh) said to the one who 

prayed badly: “Go back and pray, for you 

have not prayed.” (B/M)

• 2- “And he ordered a man who had a dry 

spot on his foot to repeat his ablution and 

his prayer.” (Abu Dawood)



Eating or Drinking Deliberately

• Ibn al-Munthir said: “The scholars have 

agreed that whoever ate or drank 

deliberately during an obligatory prayer 

must repeat it. Likewise, the one who does 

it during a non-obligatory prayer, according 

to the Jumhoor, for they believe that 

whatever invalidates the obligatory, 

invalidates the non-obligatory.”



Talking Deliberately

• Zaid ibn Arqam ® said: “We used to talk 

during prayers. A man would talk to his 

companion while he was praying, until it 

was revealed: “…And stand before Allah, 

devoutly obedient.” “و قوموا هلل قانتين” and we 

were ordered to be silent and forbidden to 

speak (during prayers.)” (B/M)



Laughing during the Prayer

• Ibn al-Mundhir said: “that all scholars are 

agreed in their view that laughing 

invalidates the prayer.” 

• The Majority of scholars said that smiling 

does not affect the prayer.

• Note: Even though smiling does not affect 

our prayer, we should try to avoid it for it 

might affect our kushoo’. 



Making Many Movements without 

any necessity

• How do we distinguish between what is 
few and what could be described as many 
motions in Salah?

• If someone does a set of movements 
which would make others believe that he 
is not praying, then this could be described 
as many movements in Salah. If they are 
done without necessity, then his salah is 
not valid.



Continued

• Imam An-Nawawi said: “The scholars are 

in agreement that many actions invalidate 

the prayer if they are performed without 

interruption (one after another). If one 

separates the actions, for instance , taking 

a step and then stopping for while, then 

taking another step or two, and then 

another two steps, after a pause between 

them, then the salah will not be harmed.”



List of other things that invalidate 

the prayer

• 1- Anything that invalidates the wudoo’ 
would invalidate the prayer.

• 2- Uncovering the Awrah deliberately.

• 3- Turning away from the Qibla (if it is a 
slight deviation, then it does not affect the 
prayer.)

• 4- Presence of Najasah (impurity) on one’s 
body or clothes, or in the place where one 
is praying.



Continued

• 5- Doing an extra pillar by purpose, such 
as ruku’ or sujud.

• 6- Deliberately, missing the prescribed 
order between pillars, like doing sujud 
before ruku’.

• 7- Deliberately, saying the salaam before 
completing the prayer.

• 8- Changing the meaning of the verses or 
the words while reciting quran.



Continued

• 9- Making a decision to quit the prayer.

• 10- Deliberately, omitting one of the 

obligatory parts of prayer. If someone 

forgets an obligatory act, such as the first 

tashahud, then his salah is not nullified but 

he should pray sujood assahwe. (Sajdah 

of forgetfulness).



An Adult Woman Passing in front 

Someone who is Praying

• Two Opinions:

• 1- A group of Scholars (Ibn Taymiyah, Ibn 

Alqayim, the Thahiri school of thought, 

Ashawkaani, one opinion in the Hanbali 

Mathhab, and Ibn Uthaimeen/Ibn Baaz)

• They believe that prayer is annulled by a 

black dog, a donkey and a woman (if they 

pass in front of the praying people).
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• Their proof is the famous hadith of Abu Dhar ®. 

He reported that Allah’s Messenger (pbuh) said: 

“The prayer is annulled by a woman, a donkey 

and a black dog, if they pass in front of a 

praying person, and there is no stick before him 

(sutrah). (Muslim/others)

• What is the difference between a black dog and 

the other dogs with different colors? The prophet 

(pbuh) said: “It is a shaytaan.”



Continued

• The Second Group: {Nothing nullifies the 
Prayer}  Al-Jumhoor “Majority of Scholars 
including the four madhhabs except that the 
hanbalis believe that prayer is nullified by the 
passing of a black dog.”

• Proofs:

• 1- The story of Ibn Abbas ® when he came while 
the prophet was leading people in salah in Mina, 
so he passed in between the lines while riding a 
donkey, then he sent the donkey away and 
joined the Jamaa’, and no one rebuked him.” 
(B/M)
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• Analysis of the Previous Story:

• 1- The story took place during the farewell Hajj 
(10th year of Islamic Calendar).

• 2- The hadith has abrogated the ruling in the 
hadith of Abu Dhar. ®

• Refutation:

• You have no proof that the hadith of Abu Dhar 
was said before the story of ibn Abbas.

• The story of Ibn Abbas does not contradict the 
hadith of Abu Dhar, because the donkey of Ibn 
Abbas did not pass in front of the Prophet (pbuh)
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• Proofs concerning women:

• 1- Hadith of Aisha ® when she heard the hadith of Abu 
Dhar ®, she said: “You have compared us (women) to 
donkeys and dogs, I saw the Prophet praying while I 
used to lie in my bed between him and the qibla. 
Whenever I was in need of something, I disliked to rise 
and distract the Prophet. So, I would slip away by the 
side of his feet.” (B/M)

• Analysis: If the presence of a woman in front of the 
praying person was to nullify his prayer, then the Prophet 
should not have completed his prayer in this story.
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• Refutation:

• This story is not a proof against us. In this story, 
Aisha ® did not pass in front of him, she was just 
lying in her bed in front of him.

• The second Proof:

• The prophet (Pbuh) was praying in the house of 
Umm Salamah, so her son Umar wanted to walk 
in front of him but the Prophet stopped him, and 
then Zeinab who was a little child, wanted to 
pass in front of him, he wanted to stop her but 
he could not. When he finished his prayer, he 
said: “They are more determined.” 
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• Refuting the second proof:

• 1- The hadith is weak.

• 2- Even if the hadith is not weak, Zeinab 

was a little child, and the hadith of Abu 

Dhar mentioned “if a woman…”. 

• General Proof for the Jumhoor. 

• Hadith “Nothing nullifies the salah.” 

• Refutation: The hadith is weak.


