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Desirable Qualities of the Mu’adhin

• The Mu’adhin is supposed to meet the 

following conditions:

1. He calls the adhaan and does accept wages 

for his efforts. Uthman ibn Abi al-Aas ® said: “I 

said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Make me the 

Imam of my people.’ He said: “You are their 

Imam, so be careful about the weak among 

them and appoint a caller to prayer who does 

not accept wages for his adhaan.” (Abu 

Dawood/others)



Desirable Qualities

2. He should have tahara from major and 

minor ritual impurities. Hadith: “I hate to 

mention Allah’s name when I am not 

clean” (Imam Ahmed/others)

3. He should stand up facing the qiblah. The 

mua’dhins of the Prophet (pbuh) used to 

call the adhaan facing the qiblah. There is 

no disagreement about it.



Desirable Qualities.

4. He should turn his head and neck to the right 

when he says: “Hayya Alalsalat”, and to the left 

when saying: “Hayya Alalfalaah”.

5. He should place his index fingers in his ears. 

Abu Juhayfah ® said: “I saw Bilal making the 

adhaan and he was turning, and he moved his 

mouth from here to there, and he had his fingers 

in his ears.” (Tirmithi/others)



Desirable Qualities

6. He should raise his voice when making 

the adhaan, even if he is alone in the 

desert.

7. He should pause between each phrase 

during the adhan and be quick in making 

the iqamah.



Timing of the Adhaan

• The adhaan is to be made exactly at the 
beginning of the prayer time, except for 
the morning prayer, when it may be said 
before dawn (provided that people are 
able to distinguish between the early 
adhaan and that of the proper time).

• The first morning adhaan was made for 
those who are praying to stop and for 
those who are sleeping to get up.



Important Notes.

1. No specific length of time has been 
confirmed between adhaan and iqamah 
in Shari’ah. Enough time should be left 
between the adhaan and iqamah for 
people to come and join the 
congregation.

2. Whoever makes the adhaan may make 
the iqamah. Imam Tirmithi says: “Most of 
the scholars agree with this opinion.”



Important Notes

3.  There is nothing in the sunnah about a specific 
time when people should stand up for the 
prayer. However, it was recorded that Anas ® 
used to stand up when the Mu’adhin says: 
“Qad qaamati Assalah”.

4.  People are not allowed to leave the Masjid after 
the adhaan has been made, unless they have 
an excuse or they leave with the intention to 
come back for the prayer. Hadith: “If one of you 
is in the Masjid and the call is made, he should 
not leave the Masjid until he prays” (Ahmad)



Important Notes

5. To “sing” the adhan or to state it in improper 
Arabic by adding a letter or lengthening the 
sound of a vowel, and so on, is disliked 
(Makrouh). However, if it changes or obscures 
the meaning of what is said, it becomes 
forbidden.

6. Saying “peace and blessings upon the 
Messenger” in a loud voice after the adhaan is 
an innovation. The adhaan is a form of worship 
and Muslims are not allowed to add or subtract 
anything from it.



Important Notes

7. People are allowed to talk if there is a 

need, between the iqamah and the prayer. 

They do not need to repeat the iqamah, 

even if the interval is long. Hadith: “The 

iqamah was made while the Messenger of 

Allah was talking to a man in the corner of 

the Masjid. He did not come to the prayer 

until the people had fallen asleep.” (B)



What do we Say during and after 

the Adhaan?

1. Whoever is listening to the adhaan is 

recommended in shari’ah to repeat with 

the caller the same phrases, except for 

the two “hayya alssalah, hayya 

alalfalaah” statements. He should say 

after this two phrases “La hawla wa la 

quwwatah illa billah. (There is no power 

or might except with Allah)



Continued

2. When the adhaan is over, the Muslim should 
pray for the Prophet (peace be upon him) in any 
of the manners that have been related and ask 
Allah to give him the place of wasilah. Hadith: 
“Whoever says after hearing the call to prayer, 
‘O Allah, Lord of this complete call and of the 
established prayers, grant Muhammad the place 
of wasilah, and the most virtuous place and raise 
him to a praiseworthy position that you have 
promised him,’ will have my intercession made 
permissible for him on the Day of Judgment.” (B)



The Supplication between Adhaan 

and Iqamah

• Between the adhaan and iqamah, one 

should make personal supplications, as 

that is an excellent time for dua’ and it will 

most likely be accepted. Hadith: “A 

supplication made between the adhan and 

the iqamah is not rejected.” 

(Tirmithi/others). Tirmithi called it “hassan 

sahih”.                                                                                                                      



Pillars of the Prayer

• If one of the pillars is omitted, the prayer will 
not be accepted. Extra attention has to be 
given to those pillars, so they can be 
performed in the best manner that has been 
related in the sunnah.

1. Niyyah: Quran: “And We did not command 
them save to worship Allah, making the religion 
sincerely for Him”    Al-Bayinah/5

Ibn al-Qayyim said: “The intention is the aim 
and purpose of something. It is a condition of 
the heart, and it does not come from the 
tongue.”



Pillars of the Prayer

2. The First Takbeerah/Takbeeratul-Ihraam: 

Hadith: “The key to prayer is purification. What 

puts one into its inviolable state is the takbeer, 

and the tasleem releases one from it.” 

(Ahmed/Tirmithi and others)

Hadith: Abu Humaid said that when the Prophet 

(pbuh) stood for prayer, he would stand straight, 

raise his hands up to his shoulders and say, 

“Allahu Akbar.” (Ibn Majah and it was classed 

sahih by Al-Albaani)



Pillars of the Prayer

3. Standing during the Obligatory Prayer.

It is an obligation upon the one who is able to 

stand up to do so during the obligatory prayers. 

Quran: “…And stand before Allah in 

submission.” 2/238

Hadith: The Prophet (pbuh) commanded Imran 

bin Husayn to do so, saying: “Pray standing, if 

you can not, then sitting. If you can not do that, 

then on your side.” (B/others).



Pillars of the Prayer

• Notes:

• For voluntary prayers, one can pray sitting even 
if he can stand, but one who stands receives a 
larger reward. Hadith: “The prayer of one who 
sits is half of the prayer.” (B/M)

• If he can not stand during obligatory prayers, 
he may pray according to his ability. He will get a 
complete reward. Hadith: “If a servant of Allah 
is sick or travels, he will get a reward for those 
acts similar to what he would get if he was 
healthy or at home.” (B)



Pillars of the Prayer

4. Reciting al-Faatihah in each rak’ah.

Hadith: “There is no prayer for the one 

who does not recite the ‘Opening of the 

Book’ therein.” (B/M)

Hadith: The prophet commanded the one 

who prayed badly to recite it, then he said: 

“Then do the same in all of your prayer.” 

(B/M)



Pillars of the Prayer

• Note:

• If one can recite neither al-Fatihah nor other 
Portions of the Quran, he should recite the 
tasbeeh, tahmeed, takbeer and tahleel (saying 
La ilahah illa  allah). 

5. Ar-Ruku’ (Bowing Down): 

By consensus, Ruku’ is one of the most 
important pillars of salat. Quran: “O you who 
believe, bow down and prostrate…” al-Hajj/77.
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Pillars of the Prayer

• The position of ruku’ is established by bending over, 
putting one’s hands on the knees, and remaining in that 
position until calmness is attained. Hadith: “The worst 
among the thieves is the one who steals part of his 
prayer.” He was asked: “How is this done?” He replied, 
“He does not complete his bowing and prostrations.” 

• Hudhaifah saw someone who did not straighten his back 
during his bowings and prostrations, so he told him: “You 
have not prayed. And if you were to die, you would not 
have died in the natural way of al-Fitrah that Allah has 
prescribed for his Messenger (pbuh).” (B)


