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What did Allah Say about Salat?

1. “And establish the prayer and give 

zakah” Al-baqara-43

2. “And establish the prayer for my 

remembrance” Taha-14

3. “Verily, prayer prohibits immorality and 

wrongdoing,” Al-Ankabut-45

4. “O you who believe, seek help through 

patience and prayer” Al-baqarah-153



What did Allah Say about Salat?

5. “Maintain with care the obligatory prayers

and [in particular] the middle prayer” Al-

baqarah-238

6. “And establish prayer at the two ends of 

the day and at the approach of the night. 

Indeed, good deeds do away with 

misdeeds. That is a reminder for those 

who remember.” Hud-114



What did Allah Say about Salat?

7. “Masajid are only to be  maintained or  occupied 
by those who believe in Allah and the Last Day 
and establish prayer and give zakah and do not 
fear except Allah, for it is expected that those will 
be of the rightly guided.” at-Tawbah-18

6. “[in these houses] are men whom neither 
commerce nor sale keeps them away from the 
remembrance of Allah and performance of
prayer and giving Zakah. They fear a Day in 
which the hearts and eyes will fearfully turn 
about.” an-Noor-37



What did Allah’s Messenger say 

about Salat?

1. “If there was a river at the door of anyone 

of you and he took a bath in it five times 

a day. Would you notice any dirt on him? 

They said: “Not a trace of dirt would be 

left.” The Prophet added, “That is the 

example of the five prayers with which 

Allah wipes away evil deeds” Sahih 

Albukhari.



Hadiths on Salat

2. “The first matter that the slave will be brought to 
account for, on the Day of Judgment; is the 

prayer, if it is sound, then the rest of his deeds 
will be sound. And if it is bad, then the rest of his 
deeds will be bad” (Almunthiri/Sahih 
Aljami’/Tabarani)

3. Abdullah Ibn Masoud ® said: “I asked the 
Messenger of Allah, “Which of the actions is 
best?” He replied: “Observing prayer early in its 
period” (Sahih Muslim) 



Hadiths on Salat

4. “Whoever preserves his prayer (does it on 

a regular basis), then it will be a light, a 

proof and a safety for him on the Day of 

Judgment, and whoever does not preserve 

it, then it will not be a light, a proof or a 

safety for him, and on the Day of 

Judgment he will be with Qaroon, Fira’wn, 

Hamaan and Ubbay bin Khalaf.” 

(Ahmed/Tabarani/Ibn Habban)  



The Ruling on One Who abandons 

the Prayer

• The scholars of Islam are in agreement that 
whoever denies the obligation of the prayer, has 
committed an act of disbelief and is outside the 
fold of Islam.

• They disagreed regarding one who abandons 
prayer while accepting its obligation. Imam 
Ahmed, Imam Ishaaq bin Rahooyah and Imam 
Abdullah ibn Almubarek (and others) believe 
that he is a disbeliever.

Imam Abu Haneefah, Malik and Shafiee’ (and 
others) believe that he has committed a great sin 
but he is not a kafir as long as he believes in the 
oneness of Allah.
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• The Reason of their Disagreement:

• Hadiths from the Prophet (pbuh) which 

state that the one who abandons the 

prayer is a disbeliever, without any 

difference between the one who denies its 

obligation, and the one who neglects 

praying to Allah but does not reject the 

obligation of the prayer.



What are these Hadiths?

1. It is reported on the authority of Jaabir ® that 

he said: “Allah’s Messenger (pbuh) said: 

“Verily, between a man and shirk and kufr is 

the abandonment of the prayer” (Sahih 

Muslim-82)

2. Buraydah ® narrated: “I heard Allah’s 

Messenger saying: “The covenant between us 

and them is the prayer and whoever abandons 

it has committed kufr.” (Tirmithi, Nasaa’I, Ibn 

Majah and Ahmed) and it is sahih.
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3. Shaqiq bin Abdullah reported: “The 

companions of Allah’s Messenger (pbuh) 

did not consider the abandonment of any 

action as disbelief except neglecting the 

prayer” (Tirmithi and others) and it is 

sahih.

• The first group used these hadiths to say 

that he is a disbeliever. 



Proof from the Quran

• “But if they repent, establish prayer, and 

give zakat, then they are your brothers in 

religion” Tawba-11

Analysis: they become your brothers in 

religion, means that they enter the fold of 

Islam by doing the three mentioned 

actions. So if they do not pray, then they 

are not Muslims.



Proofs of the second group

• From the Quran:

1. “Verily, Allah forgives not that partners 

should be ascribed to Him, but He 

forgives other than that for whom He 

wills…” 4/48



Proofs of the second group

• From the Sunnah:

1.Ubadah ibn As-Saamit ® narrated: “I heard 
Allah’s Messenger (pbuh) saying: “Allah has 
prescribed five prayers for His servants. 
Whoever performed them and did not lose 
anything from them due to making light of their 
obligation will be admitted to Paradise by Allah. 
As for the one who does not fulfill his obligation 
regarding them, he has no covenant with Allah. 
If He wishes, He will punish him and if He 
wishes, He will forgive him.” 

(Abu Dawood/Nasaa’i) and it is sahih.
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2.Narrated Abu Huraira, that Allah’s 

Messenger (pbuh) said: “ The most 

happiest person with my shafa’ 

(intercession) will be the one who, 

sincerely (deep from his heart) said: 

“There is none worthy of worship except 

Allah”. (Sahih Al-bukhari) 



What about the words Kufr and 

Shirk in the Hadiths?

• The second group believe that Kufr can 

be divided into two types:

1. Major Kufr which takes the person out of 

the fold of Islam. This type of kufr applies 

to the one who denies the obligation of 

the prayer.

2. Minor Kufr which is a major sin but does 

not make the person a disbeliever.



Any Proof about Minor Kufr?

• Abu Huraira ® narrated that Allah’s 
Messenger (pbuh) said “Two sins some 
people commit are considered an act of 
kufr: Slandering the lineage of others and 
wailing over the dead” (Sahih Muslim)

• Analysis: By consensus, these two actions 
are major sins but are not major acts of 
Kufr. Thus the word kufr in this hadith 
means “Minor Kufr”.



A third Opinion

• The One who never prayed to Allah is a 

Kafir, and the one who prays sometimes 

and quits other times is not a kafir. This is 

the opinion of Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn 

Taymiah.

• Conclusion: the third opinion seems 

reasonable. And Allah Knows best.



Upon Whom is it Obligatory?

• It is obligatory for every adult, sane 

Muslim. Narrated Ali bin Abee Talib ® that 

the Prophet (pbuh) said: “The pen has 

been lifted regarding three people: The 

sleeper until he wakes up, the child until 

he reaches the age of puberty, and the 

insane person until his sanity returns.” 

(Abu Dawood)


