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Prior Conditions of Salaat

• These conditions are prerequisites of the prayer. 
They are to be fulfilled before the prayer is 
performed.

1. Knowledge that the time for prayer has begun. 
If one is certain or fairly certain that the time 
has begun, he may pray.

2. Purity from Major and Minor Ritual Impurities.  
“Allah does not accept any prayer that was not 
performed while in a state of purity...” Hadith.



General Prior Conditions of Salat

3. Purity of the Body, Clothes and Place. The three 
mentioned things should be clean of physical 
impurities.

4. Covering the Awrah. From the Quran: “O Children of 
Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing proper 
clothing) at every masjid” 7/31

The meaning of adornment here is “the covering of 
the awrah” and the meaning of “every masjid” 
means every prayer based on the tafseer of ibn 
Abbas ®.



Continued

• So the ruling: “Cover your awrah at every salat”.

• What is the awrah of every man?

• There two types of awrah:

1. Major awrah which is the front and the back of his 
pubic region.

2. Minor awrah which is the area that includes  the 
navel, thighs and the knees.

So basically the awrah of every man is from his 
navel to his knees. 



Continued

• Do men have to cover any other part of their body in 
Salat?

• Yes, Allah’s Messenger (pbuh) said: “No one of you 
should pray in a single garment with no part of it 
over his shoulders.” (B/M)

• Important Note:

• Taking adornment while praying is something 
additional to just covering the awrah. It also means 
to wear your best clothes based on the standard of 
local customs.



Continued

• The Awrah of Women during the Prayer:

• The woman’s entire body is awrah, and must 
be covered except her hands and face.
– Hadith: “Allah does not accept the prayer of an 

adult woman unless she is wearing a head 
covering” (Ahmed/others).

– Different hadiths from Aisha, Umm Salama, Ali 
and omar that women should cover the whole 
body. 



Covering the Head of Male Servants

• Covering the head during the prayer is not 
wajib because it is not awrah. However, if it is 
part of the local customs, that men cover their 
heads outside when they meet each other, 
then it becomes desired (Mustahab) to cover 
the head while praying. Allah has more right 
on us to be shy of Him.



Facing the Qiblah

• All scholars agree that one must face the 
Masjid al-Haraam in Makkah during his 
prayer. Quran : “Direct your face to the 
Masjid al-Haraam.” 2/144

• Important Notes:

1. If one can see the ka’bah, he must face it.

2. If one can not see it, he must face the 
direction of the ka’bah.



Facing the Qiblah

3. If he can not determine the direction of the 
Qiblah, he should ask one who knows about it.

4. If he finds no one to ask, he should try his 
best to determine it and pray. In such a case, 
his prayer will be valid.

5. He does not need to repeat it even though he 
discovers later on that he had faced in the 
wrong direction.



Facing the Qiblah

6. If it is made clear to him while he is praying that he is 
facing the wrong direction, he needs to turn in the 
proper direction without stopping his prayer. 

7. If one prays according to what he determined, and 
then wants to make another prayer, he should try to 
determine the right direction again. If it turns out to 
be different from what he had determined before, he 
should pray in the new direction without repeating 
the former prayer.



Facing the Qiblah

8. There are two cases in which one does not 
have to face the Ka’bah.

- Performing voluntary prayers for someone 
who is riding. Aamir bin Rabi’ah said: “I saw 
the Messenger of Allah (pbuh) pray while 
riding, and he faced the direction in which he 
was going.” (B/M)

- Praying while having to deal with forced 
conditions, illness and fear.



The Call to Prayer (Adhaan)

• Definition: is a call to inform others in specific 
words that the time for a prayer has begun.

• Its Virtues and Excellence:

• The prophet (pbuh) said: “If the people knew 
the reward that is associated with the adhaan 
and the first row, and that they could not get 
it save by drawing lots, they would draw 
lots…” (B/others).



Its Virtues and Excellence

• Allah’s Messenger (pbuh) said: “The callers to prayer 
will have the longest necks of all people on the Day 
of Judgment” (Muslim/others)

• Allah’s Messenger (pbuh) said: “Allah and His angels 
pray upon those in the first rows. And the caller to 
prayer is forgiven, for as far as his voice reaches and 
whoever hears him will confirm what he says. He will 
get a reward similar to those who pray with him” 
(Ahmed/Nasai’)



The Story of the Adhaan

• Reported Abdullah bin Zayd, “When the Prophet was 
to order the use of a bell to call the people to prayer, 
he disliked it because it resembled the Christian 
practice. While I was sleeping, a man came to me 
carrying a bell. I said to him, “O servant of Allah, will 
you sell me that bell? He said, “What would you do 
with it?” I replied, “I would call the people to prayer 
with it.” He said, “Shall I not guide you to something 
better than that?” I said, “Certainly.” continued in 
next slide...



The Story of the Adhaan

• He said: “You should say: 

Allahu Akbar (4 times) 

Ash-hadu An-laa Ilaaha IllAllah (2 times)

Ash-hadu Anna Muhammadan-Rasoolullah (2 times)

Hayya Alas-Salaah (2 times)

Hayya Alal-Falaah (2 times)

Allahu Akbar (2 times)

Laa Ilaaha IllAllah (once)



The Story of the Adhaan

• “Then he went a short distance away and said: 
“Then when you stand for the prayer, say: 

Allahu Akbar (2 times)

Ash-hadu An-laa Ilaaha IllAllah (1 time)

Ash-hadu Anna Muhammadan-Rasoolulaah (1 
time)

Hayya Alas-Salaah (1 time)



The Story of the Adhaan

• Hayya Alal-Falaah (1 time)
Qad qaamatis-salah (2 times)
Allahu Akbar (2 times)
La ilaaha illAllah (1time)
“When the morning came, I went to the Messenger 
of Allah to tell him what I had seen. He said, “Your 
dream is true, Allah willing. Go to Bilal, tell him what 
you have seen, and tell him to make the call to 
prayer, for he has the best voice among you…” (Abu 
Dawood/Ibn Maajah/ Tirmithi)



How is the Adhaan made?

• There are three ways to make the Adhaan:

1. Make four takbir at the beginning and say the rest 
of the phrases twice, except for the last statement 
of “La illaha illa-Allah”. So, the adhaan would be 
made up of fifteen phrases, as in the previous 
hadith of Abdullah bin Zayd. This is the adhaan of 
Bilal and it is the choice of Ahmed and Imam Abu 
Haneefa.



How is the Adhaan Made?

2. Make four takbir and then repeat “Ash-hadu An la 
ilaha illal-Allah” twice, and “Ash-hadu Anna 
Muhammadan rasoolullah” twice, in a low voice 
(Tarjee’), then repeat them again in a louder voice. 
This the choice of Imam Shafie’.

Proof: Abu Mahdhura reported that Allah’s 
Messenger taught him an adhaan consisting of 
nineteen phrases. His hadith was collected by the 
five (Abu Dawood/Tirmithi/Nasai’/ Ibn Majah and 
Ahmed). 



How is the Adhaan made?

3. Make takbir twice, and repeat the statement of 
Shahadah twice in low voice, and then repeat it twice 
in a louder voice, (8 phrases). Then repeat the rest of 
the phrases as in the Hadith of Abdullah bin Zayd. 
The total of the phrases will be 17 with Tarjee’. This is 
the choice of Imam Malik.
Proof: Abu Mahdhurah related in another version of 
his hadith that Allah’s Messenger taught him to make 
takbir only twice in the beginning.
This version was collected by Imam Muslim.



Conclusion

• All of the previous ways of making adhaan are part of 
the sunnah, and it is haraam to choose and select 
one way and then reject the other ways.

• It is ok to prefer one way as Imam Ahmed did with 
the adhan of Bilal, without rejecting the other forms 
of sunnah.

• This view, Allah willing, will decrease the tension 
between Muslim communities and followers of 
Madhahib.



The Adhaan of the Morning Prayer

• At-Tathweeb which means saying “Assalatu khairun 
min Annawm” twice has to be included in the 
Adhaan of Fajr. 

• Abu Mahdhurah asked Allah’s Messenger (pbuh) to 
teach him the Adhaan and he told him: “If is the 
morning adhaan then say “Prayer is better than 
sleep” twice before concluding with Takbir and the 
last phrase of Tawheed. (Abu 
Dawood/Ahmed/others)



How is the Iqamah Made?

• There are three ways to perform the Iqamah:

1. Saying the first takbir 4 times and everything else 
twice, except for the last phrase of tawheed. This 
the choice of Imam Abu Haneefa.

Proof: Abu Mahdhoura said that the Prophet 
(pbuh) taught him the iqamah made up of 17 
phrases. (related by the five)



Iqamah

2. To say takbir twice at the beginning and the 
end of the adhaan, as well as “qad qamati-
Assalah”. Everything else is to be said once. 
The total would be 11 phrases.

Proof: This is what was narrated in the hadith 
of Abdullah bin Zayd. This the choice of Shafie’ 
and Ahmed.



Iqamah

3. The same as in the previous one, but “qad 
qamati Assalah” is said only once, making a 
total of 10 phrases.

This is the choice of Imam Malik. His proof 
was the practice of the people of Madinah.



Important Notes

1. What is the Ruling of Making Adhaan and Iqamah?

- They are a communal obligation (Farth kifaayah)

2. Are women supposed to perform the Adhaan if 
they are alone?

- It is permissible for them to make the adhaan if no male 
strangers are listening to them.

- Some scholars said that it is sunnah for them to make 
the iqamah without adhaan.



Important Notes

3. Are travelers supposed to make the adhaan?
- It is an obligation upon residents as well as  

travelers to make the adhaan.

- Proof: Allah’s Messenger told Malik ibn 
Alhuwairith ® and his friends: “If the time of the 
prayer comes, then let one of you make the 
adhaan” (B/M) and they were traveling.

- He himself (pbuh) did not leave the adhaan at all 
times, even when traveling.



Important Notes

4. What is the adhaan made for?

- The adhaan is only made for the five daily 
prayers with the Jummah prayer.

To be continued


